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THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 


MADE BY THE 


or 


TMB PEOPLE OF TEXAS, 
IN 
GENERAL CONVENTION, AT WASHINGTON. 
On March 2nd, 1836. 


Warr a government has ceased to protect the lives, liberty 
and property of the people, from whom its legitimate powers are 
derived, and for the advancement of whose happiness it was insti- 
tuted; and so far from being a guarantee for their inestimable and 
nalienable rights, becomes an instrument in the hands of evil rul- 
ers for their oppression. When the federal republican constitu- 
uon of their country. which they have sworn to support, no longer 
has a substantial existence, and the whole nature of their govern- 
ment has been forcibly changed, without their concent, from = 
‘estricted federative republic, composed of sovereign states, to a 
consolidated central military despotism, in which every interest 
is disregarded but that of the army and the priesthood, both the 
eternal enemies of civil liberty, the ever ready minions of power, 
and the usual instruments of tyrants. When, long after the 
opirit of the constitution has departed, moderation i5 at lengt. 
so far lost by those iz power, that even the semblance of free- 
dora is removed, and the forms themselves of the constitutior 
i Ha and co far from their petitions and remonstrorceo 
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being regarded, the agents who bear them are thrown into dun- 
zeons,and mercenary armies sent forth to enforce a new govern- 
ment upou them at the point of the bayonet. 

When, in consequence of such acts of malfeasance and ab- 
duction on the part of the government, anarchy prevails, and 
civil socicty is dissolved into its original elements, im such a 
crisis, the first law of nature, the right of sclfpreservation, the 
inherent and inalienable right of the people to appeal to first 
principles, and take their political affairs into their own hands 
in extreme € ies, enjoins it as a right towards themselves, and a 
sacred obligation to their posterity, to abolish such government. 
and create another in its stead, calculated to rescue them from 
impending dangers, and to secure their welfare and happiness. 

Nations, as well as individuals, are amenable for their acts 
to the public opinion of mankind. A statement of a part ot 
our grievances is therefore submitted to an impartial world, in 
justification of the hazardous but unavoidable step now taken, 
of severing our political connection with the Mexican people. 
and assuming an independent attitude among the nations of the 
earth. 

The Mexican government, by its colonization laws, invited 
and induced the Anglo American population of Texas to colo- 
nize its wilderness under the pledged faith of a written consti- 
tution, that they should continue to enjoy that constitutional 
liberty and republican government to which they had been habit- 
uated in the land of their birth, the United States of America. 

In this expectation they have been cruclly disappointed. 
inasmuch as the Mexican nation has acquiesced to the late 
changes made in the government by General Antoni. Lopes de 
Nanta Anna, who, having overturned the constitution of his 
country, now oficrs, as the cruel alternative, either to «bandon 
our homes, acquired by so many privations, or submit to the 
most intolerable of all tyranny, the combined despotism of the 
sword and the priesthood. 

Iè hath sacrificed our welfare to the state of Coahuila bv 
which our interests have been continually depressed through a 
jealous and partial course of legislation, carried on at a far distant 
seat of government, by a hostile majority, in an unknown tongue, 
and this too, notwithstanding we have petitioned in the humbleat 
termo for the establishment of a separate state government, and 
heve, in accordance with the provisions of the national constitu- 
tion, presented to the general congress a republicam constitution. 
which was, without o just cause, contemptuously rejected, 
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lt incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time. one of our 
citizens, for no other cause bat a zealous endeavour to procure 
the acceptance of our constitution, and the establishment of a 
state government. 

It has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, the right 
of trial by jury. that palladium of civil liberty, and only cafe 
guarantce for the life, liberty, and property of the citizen. 

It has failed to establish any public system of education, 
although possessed of almost boundless resources, (the public do- 
main.) and although it is an axium in political scionce, that unless 
4 people are educated and enlightened, it is idle to expect the 
continuance of civil liberty. or the capacity for self government. 

It has suffered the military commandants, stationed among 
us, to exercise arbitrary acts of oppression and tyranny, thus 
trampling upon the most sacred rights of the citizen. and render- 
ing the military superior to the civil power. 

lt has dissolved, by force of arms, the state congress of 
Coahuila and Texas, and obliged our representatives to fly for 
their lives from the seat of government, thus depriving us of the 
fundamental political right of representation. 

It has demanded the surrender of a number of our citizens, 
and ordered military detachments to seize and cerry them inte 
the interior for trial, in contempt of the civil authorities, and in 
detiance of the laws and the constitution. 

It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, by com- 
mussoning foreign desperadoes, and authorizing them to seize 
eur vessels, and convey the property of our citizens to far distant 
parts for confiscation. 

It denies us the right of worshiping the Almighty accord- 
ing to the dictates of our own conscience, by the support of # 
national religion, calculated to promote the temporal interest oi 
its human functionaries, rather than the glory of the true and 
hving God. 

It has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which are cccen- 
ual to our defence—the rightful property of freemen—and for 
midable only to tyrannical governments. 

It has invaded our country both by sea and by land, with 
the intent to lay waste our territory, and drive us from our 
homes; and has now a large mercenary army advancing, to 
carry on against us 2 War of extermination. 

It has, through its emiscaries, incited the merciless covage. 
with the tomahawk and scalping knife, to massacre the tnbabit- 
ants of our defencelees frontiers. 
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lt has been, during the whole time of our connection vit 

it, the contemptible sport and victim of successive military rey 

lutions, and hath continually exhibited every characteristic of 
weak, corrupt, and tyrannical government. 

These, and other grievances, were patiently borne by th 
people of Texas, until they reached that point at which forbea 
ance ceases to be a virtue. We then took up arms in defenc 
of the national constitution. We appealed to our Mexican brett 
ren for assistance: our appeal has been made in vain; thoug 
months have elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been hear 
irom the interior. We are, therefore, forced to the melanchol 
conclusion, that the Mexican people have acquieseed in the de 
struction of their liberty, and the substitution therefor of a mili 
tary government; that they are unfit to be free, and incapable o 
self government. 

The necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now decree 
ou eternal political separation. 

Wn, therefore, the delegates, with plenary powers, of the peopl 
y Teras, in solemn convention assembled, appealing to a candi 
world for the necessities of our condition, do hereby resolve and de 
fare, that our political connection with the Mexican nation has for- 
ver ended, and that the people of Texas do now constitute a PREE 
SOVEREIGN, 2nd INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC, and ave fully invested 
vith all the rights and attributes which properly belong to indepen 
aent nations; and, conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, w 
fearlessly and confidently commit the issue to the supreme Arbiter oj 
‘hi destinies of nations. 

ln witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names. 

RICHARD ELLIS, 
President and Delegate from Red River. 


Auvert H. S. KuwbLE, Secretary. 


! 1. B. Stewart, John S. Roberts, 

^ James Collinsworth. Robert Hamilton, 
dwin Waller, Collin McKinney. . 
A. Brigham, A. He Latimore. 
John S. D. Byrom. James Power, 
Francis Ruis, Sam. Houston, 
J. Antonio Navarro. Edward Conrad, 
William D. Lacy. Martin Palmer, 
William Menifee. Jomes Gaines, 
John Fisher, William Clark, jun., 


“Matthew Caldwell. Sydney Q. Pennington. 2 


William Motley. 
Lorenzo de Zavala. 
George W. Smyth, 
Stephen H. Everett. 
Elijah Stepp, 
Claiborne West. 
William B. Leatese. 
M. B. Menard, 

A. B. Hardin. 
John W. Bunton, 

- Thomas J. Gazlev. 
R. M. Coleman, 


Sterling C. Robertson. 


George C. Childress. 
Baily Hardiman, 
Robert Potter, 
Charles Taylor, 
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Samuel P. Carson. 


- Thomas J. Rusk, 


William C. Grawford. 
John Turner, 
Benjamin Briggs Goodrich. 


: James G. Swisher, 
' George W. Barnet. 


' Jesse Grimes, 


E. O. Legrand. 
David Thomas, 


' S. Rhoads Fisher, 


John W. Bower. 
J. B. Woods, 
Andrew Briscoe. 


- Thomas Barnett, 


Jesse IB. Badgett, 


' Stephen W. Blount. 


I do hereby certify that I have carefully compared the 
toregoing Declaration, and find it to be a true copy from the 


original filed in the archives of the Convention. 


Given under my hand this 17th day of March, 1836. 


Attest. 


H. S. KIMBLE, 
Secretary of the Convention, 


CONSTITUTION 


o OP POL 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


We, the people of Texas, in order to forma government, 
cotablish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the come 
mon defence and general welfare; andto secure the blecsings 


of liberty to ourselycs, and our posterity, do ordain and estab- 
lish this constitution. 
ARTICLE I. 


Sscrion l. The powers of this government shall be divid- 
cd into three departments, viz: legislative, executive and judi- 
cial, which shall remain forever separate and distinet. 

Sec. 2. The legislative power shall be vested in a senate 
and house of representatives, to be styled the congress of tho Te- 
public of Texas. 

Sc. à. The members of the house of representatives chall 
be chosen annually, on the first Monday of September each year, 
until congress shall otherwise provide by law, and shall held 
their ofüces one year from the date oftheir election. 

Suc. 4. No person shall be eligible to & seat in the houce 
of representativesuntil he shall have attained the age of twenty- 
five years, chall be a citizen of the republic, and shallhaverccided 
im the county or cactrict six months next preceding hio election, 

Soc. 5. The house of representatives chall not consist of 
less tham twenty-four, nor more than forty members, until the 
population shall amount to one hundred thousand souls, ater 
which time the whole number of representatives ohall not be 
lecs than forty, nor more than one hundreds Pyroaided, however, 
thot oash county dboll bo ontitled to at least emo reprccentative. 
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Suc. 6. The house of representatives shall choose their 
speaker and other officers, and shal! have the sole power of im- 
peachment. 

Sze. 7. The senators shall be chosen by districts, as near- 
ly equal in free population (free negroes and Indians excepted.) 
as practicable; and the number of senators shall never be less 
than one third nor more than one half the number of represen- 
tatives, and each district shall be entitled to one member and no 
more. 

Suc. 8. The senators shall be chosen for the term of three 
years, on the first Monday in September; shall be citizens of the 
republic, reside in the district for which they are respectively 
chosen at least one year before the election; and shall have at- 
tained the age of thirty years. 

Suc. 9. At the first session of congress after the adoption 
of this constitution, the senators shal! be divided by lot into three 
classes, as nearly equal as practicable; the seats of the senators 
of the first class shall be vacated at the end of the first year; of 
the second class, at the end of the second year; the third class, 
at the end of the third year, in sach a manner that one third 
chall be chosen each year thereafter. 

Soe. 10. The vice president of the republic shall be pres- 
ident of the senate, but shall not vote on any question, unless the 
senate be equally divided. 

Sac. 1]. he senate shall choose all other oficers of their 
body, and a president pro tempore, in the absence of the vice 
president, or whenever he shall exercise the office of president; 
Shall have the sole power to try impeachments, end when sitting 
a5 a court of impeachment, shall be under oath; but no convic- 
tion shall take place without the concurrence of two thirds of all 
the members present. 2 

Snc. 12. Jndgment in cases of impeachment shall only es- 
tend to removal from office, and dicqualification to hold any of- 
fice of honor, trust or profit under this government, but the par- 
ty chell nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, judgment and 
punishment according to law. 

Sre 18. Esch house shall be the jedge of the elections, 
qualifsations and returns of its ovn members. Tro thirds of 
cach konse shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a small- 
cr number may adjourn from day to day, end may compel the 
attendance of abcont members. 

Se, 14 ach house may determine the rules of ita own 
proceedings, punish ite members for disorderly behavior, and with 
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the concurrence of two thirds, may expel a member, but not a 
second time for the same offence. 

Suc. 15. Senators and representatives shall receive a com- 
pensation for their services, to be fixed by law, but no increase 
of compensatior., ^7 diminution, shall take effect during the ses- 
sion at which such increase or diminution shall have been made. 
They shall, except in case of treason, felon7, or breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during the session of congress, 
and in going to und returning from the same; and for any speech 
or debate in either house they shall not be questioned in any 
other place. . mE 

Sec. 16. Each house may punish, by imprisonment, dur- 
ing the session, any person not amember, who shall be guilty of 
any disrespect to the house, by any disorderly conduct in their 
presence. 

Sec. 17. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceed- 
ings, and publish the same, except such parts as im its judgment 
require secrecy. When any three members shall desire the yeas 
and nays on any question, they shall be entered on the jour- 
nals. 

Suc. 18. Neither house, without the consent of the other, 
shall adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place 
than that in which the two houses may be sitting. 

Sec. 19. When vacancies happen in either house, the 
executive shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

Sec. 20, No bill shall become a law until it shell hove 
been read on three several days im each house, and passed by 
the same, unless, in cases of emergency, two thirds of the mem- 
bers of the house where the bill criginated shall deem it expedi- 
ent to dispense with the rule. 

Sec. 291. After a bill shall have been rejected, no bill com- 
taining the same substance shall be passed into a law during the 
same session. 

Snc. 22. The style of the laws of the republic shall be, 
“Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled,” 

Suc. 23. No person holding an office of profit under the 
government shall be eligible to a seat in either house of congress, . 
nor shell any member of either house be cligible to any ofice 
which may created, or the profits of which shall be increased du- 
ring hio term of service. 

Scc. 24. No holder of public monies or collector thereof, 
chall be eligible to a seat in either house of congress, until he 
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shall have fully acquitted himself of all responsibility, and shel] 
produce the proper officer’s receipt thereof, Members of either 
house may protest against any act or resolution, and may have 
such protest entered on the journals of their respective houses, 

Suc. 95. No money shall be drawn from ia- publie trees 
ury but in strict accordance with appropriations mide by lew; 
and no appropriations shall be made for private or local purpos- 
23, waless two thirds of each house concur in such appropsia- 
tions. 

Suc. 26. Every aet of congressshall be approved and sign 
ed by the president before it becomes a law; but if the preci 
dent will not approve and sign such act, he shall return it to the 
house in which if shail have originated, with bis reasons for not 
approving the same, which shall be spread upon the journals of 
such house, and the bill shall then be reconsidered, and shall not 
become a law unless it chall then pass by a vote of two thirds of 
both houses. Ifeny act shall be disapproved by the president, 
the vote on the reconsideration shall be recorded by ayes and 
noes. Ifthe president shall fail to return a bill within five days 
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented for lio 
approval and signature, the seme shall become a law, unless the 
congress prevent its return within the time above specified by 
adjourament. 

Snc, 97. All bills, acts, orders, or resolutions, to which the 
concurrcace of beth houses may be necessary, (motions or rego- 
lutions foradjournment excepted,) shall be approved and signed 
by the president, or being disapproved, shall be passed by two 
thirds of hou houses, in manner and form as speeilied incoction 
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ARTICLE IL 

Scc. le Congress snell nave power to levy and collect 
taxes and imposts, excise and tonago duties; to borrow money 
on the faith, credit, and property ofthe government, to pay the 
debts end to provide for the common defence ond general wel 

fare of the repubuie. 
Sne. 2 To regulate commerce, to coin money,to regulate 
luc thereof and of forcign coin, to fix the standard of 
weighis and measures, but nothing butgeld and silver shall be 
in] tender 
Sc. $. To establish post offices and post yoads, to grant 
charters of incorporation, patents and copy rights, and cacuyo to 
the authors and inventors the exclusive use thercof for a Mmaited 


time. 
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Sro, 4, To declare war, grant letters of marque and repri- 
cal, and to regulate captures. a p : 

Gro, 5 To provide and maintain an ermy and navy, and 
to make all lawsand regulations necessary for their government. 

See. G Tocoll out the militia to execute the law, to sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasion. 

Spe, 7. To make all laws which shall be deemed necersa- 

joo e «hh ài An Ail DG deerme AGCELsa: 
ry ond proper te carry into effect the foregoing exprecs grants of 
power, and all other powers vested in the government of the re- 
public, or in any officeror department thereof. 

ARTICLES Mk 

Sue. 1, The executive authority of this covermment shall 
be vested in a chief magistrate, who shell be styied the president 
of the republic of Texas. 

Sze. 2 The first president elected by the peopleranil held 
his office for the term of two years, and ohall be inclizible during 
the next succeeding term; and all subecquent presidents shall 
be elected for three years, and be alike inelicibles and in the 
event of a tic, the house of representatives shell determine be- 
tween the two highest candidates by a vive voce vote. 

DO. &- The returns of the elections for president end vice 
president shall be conled wp end transmitted to the c3e2 or of the 
house of representatives, by the helders ofelections of each coun- 

- y. ^ o 
ty; ond the speaker of the houce of representatives shall open 
and publish the returns in presence of o. majority of each house 


of congress. ° 
ARTICLES IV. 

Src. le The judicial powers of ] 
vested in ome supreme court, and such inferior couri? c^ 7€ con- 
gress may, from time £o time, ordain and establidas ‘Ene judges 
of the supreme and inferior couris shell hold their 063765 for 
four years, be eligible to re-election, and shell, atstated pertcda, 
receive for their services a compensation, not to ko inerencad or 
diminished during the peried for which they were cloeted. 

Sne, 2 The repuolic of Texas shalibe divided into con 
venient judicial districts, not less than three, nor moze iho 
aight. ‘Whereohall be appointed for cach district o judge, wh 
shall reside im the same, and hold the courts at gvel 
places as congress may by lew direct 

Sco. & Jm all admiraliy and moritime cose? in e!) ences 
aCesting ambassadors, public ministers or concu; cad in eX cap- 
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Sue. 4. The judges, by virtue of their offices, shall be cop, 
servators of the peace, throughout the republic. The style of 
all process shall be, “the republic of Texas;” and all prosecv. 
tions shall be carried onin the name and by the authority of the 
came, and conclude, “against the peace aid dignity of the re. 
public.” 

Sac. 5. There shall be a district attorney appointed for 
each district, whose duties, salaries, perquisites, and term of sey. 
vice shall be fixed by law. 

Smc. 6. The clerks of the district courts shall be elected 
by the qualified voters for members of congress, in the counties 
where the courts are established, aud shall hold their offices for 
four years, subject to removal by presentment of a grand jury, 
and conviction of a petit jury. 

Sse. 7, The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice 
and associate judges; the district judges shall compose the aso 
ciate judges, a majority of whom, with the chief justice, shall 
constitute a quorum. : 

Soco & The supreme court shall have appellate jurisdic 
ion only, which shall be conclusive, within the limits of the re 
publics and shall hold its sessions annually, at such times cad 
places as may be fined by law: Provided, that no judge shall st 
im a case im the supreme court tried by him in the court below. 

Snc. 9, The judges of the supreme and district courisshall 
be elected by joint ballot of both houses of congress. f 

Soc. 10. There shall be in cach county a county coun, 
andauch justices’ courts as the congress may, from time to time, 
cotablishe 

fne, Ll. The republic shall be divided into convenient 
counties, but no new county shall be established, unless it be 
dono on the petition of one hundred free male inhebitoate of tho 
cerritory sougltt to belaid off and established; and unless the said 
serriics: chall contain ninc hundred square miles. 

Sce. 12. There shall be appointed for cach county, a con 
venient number of justices ofthe peace, one sheriff, onc corone 
and a suficient number of constables, who shall held their oitices 
tor two years, to be elected by the qualified voters of the cistic 
Oy County, 23 congress may direct. Justices of the peace an 
sherifib shall be commissioned by the president. 

Soc. 18. The congress shall, as early as practicable, in 
troduce, by sintute, the common lew of England, with such moli 
fications as our circumstances, in their judgment, may requir; 
end ia oll criminal ceses, the common Jaw shell be the rolec! ce 
«inion. 
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ARTICLE V. 


Suo, le Ministers of the gospel being, hy their profession, 
dedicated to God and the care of souls, ought not to be diverted 
from the great duties of their functions: therefore, no minister 
of the gospel, or priest of any denemination whatever, shall be 
eligible to the office of the executive of the republic, nor to a seat 
in either branch of the congress of the same. 

Src. 2 Each member of the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives shall, before they proceed to business, take an oath to 
support the constitution, as follows; : . 

ss], A. Be, do solemnly swear [or afirm; as the case may bej 
that, as a member of this general congress, I will support the 
constitution of the republic, and that I will not propose or assent 
to any bill, vote, or resolution, which shall appear to me inja- 
rious to the people.” 

Sze. 3. Every person who shall be chosen or cppointed 
to any office of trust or profit shall, beiore entering on the 
duties thereof, take an oath to support the constitution of the 
republic, and also an oath of ohice. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Suc. 1. No person shell be eligible to the ofice of presi- 
dent who shall not have attained the age of thirty-live years, 
shall be a citizen of the republic at the time of the adoption of 
this constitution, or an inbabitant of this republic at least three 
years immediately preceding his election. 

Sze. 2 The president shall enter on tae duties of his 
office on the second Monday in Decemocr nest cucceeding h 
election, and shall remeoin im ollice wat] his sueecccor shell be 
duly qualified. 

See. S. The president shall, at stated Qc, recive a 
compensation for his services, which shail mos be inereasal o: 
continuance im okice; and balore entering 
upon the duties of his ofåce, he shell tele and euozozatk “he Sok 
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to the best of my abilities preserve, protect, cad defend the con- 
saution of the itepublic.” 

Suo, 4. He shall be commanderinechicf of the army ond 
navy of the republic, and militia thereol but he shell not com 
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, Snc, 5, He shall, with the advice and consent of twe 
thirds of the senate, make treaties; and with the consent of the 
senale, appoint ministers and consuls, and all officers whose 
offices are established by this constitution, not herein otherwise 
provided for. 

Sec. 6 The president shall have power to fill all vacan 
cies that may happen during the recess of the senate; but he 
shall report the same to the senate within ten days after the 
next congress shall convene; and should the senate reject the 
same, the president shall not re-nominate the same individual io 
the same office. 

Suc. v. He shail, from time to time, give congress infor 
mation of the state of the republic, and recommend for their 
consideration such measures as he may deem necessary. Ie 
may, upon extraordinary occasions; convene both houses, or 
cither of them. In the event of a disagreement as to the timo 
of adjournment, he moy adjourn them to such time as he my 
think proper. He shall receive all foreign ministers. Me shall 
see that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commicsion 
all the officers of the republic. 

Sse. & There shall be a seal of the republic, which chol _ 
be kept by the president, ond used by him ofiicially; it shall be 
called the great seal of the republic of Texas. 

Sze. 9, All grants and comamicsions shell be in the nous, 
and by the authority of the republic of Texas, shall be sealed 
with the grect seal, and signed by the precident. 

Sce. 10. The president shall have power, by and with the 

fice cmd consent of the conote, to oppoint a secretary of siate 
] such other heads of executive departments as may be ental 
icd by law, who chell remoin im ouice during the term of cce 
the presidemt, unless sooner removed by the “president, 
ng advice and concent of the senate 
See. ll. Every citizen of the republic who hes attcined 
ge of twenty-one years, ond shell have resided siz montis 
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within the district or county whero the election io held, shall bo - 
entitled to vote for members of the general congress. i 


Sco 19. Al elections shell be by ballot, unless congres 
shall otherwise dircet. 

Sze. 13. All elections by joint vote of both houces of com 
cress choll bo viva yoco challl be entered on the journole, and à 
mojority of the votes shall be mececcory to a choice. 

Sco. id. AA vice president chell be euesom of every elc 
tion for president, in the same monnen continue ia okice for the 
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same time, and shall possess the same qualifications of the presi- 
dent. In voting for president and vice president, the electors 
shall distinguish for whom they vote as president, and for whom 
as vice president, 

Sec. 15. In cases of impeachment, removal from office, 
death, resignation, or absence of the president from the renublic. 
the vice president shall exercise the powers and discharge the 
duties of the president until a successor be duly qualified, or un- 
til the president, who may be absent or impeached, shall return 
or be acquitted. 

Suc. 16. The president, vice president, and all civil off- 
cers of the republic, shall be removable from ofice by impeach- 
ment for, and on conviction of, trenson, bribery, and other high 
crimes end misdemeanors. 

SCHEDULE. 

Sue. le That no inconvenience may arise from the adop- 
tion of this constitution, it is declared by this convention that all 
laws now in force in 'Texes, and not inconsistent with this con- 
stitution, shall remain in fal! force until declared void, repealed, 
altered, or expire by their own limitation. l 

Soc. 2, AN finos, penalties, forfeitures and escheats, which 
have accrued to Coahuila and Teros or Texes, shall accro io 
this republic. 

Sue. 3. very male citizen, who is, by this constitution, a 
citizen, and shall be etherwise qualified, shall be entitled to hold 
any office or place of honor, trust, or profit under the republic. 
any thing in this constitution to the contrary notwithstanding. 


MULA 


A 
p 
Suc. 4 The first president and vice president that shall 


be appointed after the adoption of this conctitution, shall be 

chesen by this convention, and shall immediately enter on the 
HUNE: 

$o Sui- 


duties of their offices, and shall hold eoid offices until tho 
cessors be clociod and qualified, as prescribed im this eos nite. 
tion, and shall have the same qualifications, be invested with the 
same powers, and perform the same dutics which are recuired 
and conferred on the executive heed of the republic by this con- 
stitution. 

Suc. 5. The president skall icsue writs of election dirceted 
io the officers authorized to hold elestions of tho coyoral earns 
ties, requiring them to cause an election to bo held for presidene 
vice president, representatives, and senators to congress, at Uhe 


b 
L » kl nnn Tae S748 AM ef. "e À . 
time and mode preseribed by this conctiintion, which election 

1 ^ 3 N t ^ E, 2 ? B » 
shall be conducted im tho manier that cleetions have been tarbe 
"nl i i 


tofore conducted. ‘The president, vice president, and members 
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vii congress, when duly elected, shall continue to discharge the 
duties of their respective offices for the time and manner pre. 
scribed by this constitution, until their successors be duly 
qualified. 

Sec. 6 Until the first enumeration shall be made, vs 
directed by this constitution, the precinct of Austin shall be 
entitled to one representative; the precinct of Brazoria to tuo 
representatives; the precinct of Bexar two representatives; the 
precinct of Colorado one representative; Sabine ones Gonzaig 
one; Goliad one; Harrisburg one; Jasper one; Jefferson one; 
Liberty one; Matagorda one; Mina two; Nacogdoches two; 
Red River three; Victoria one; San Augustine two; Shelby 
two; Refugio one; San Patricio one; Washington two; Miler 
one; and Jackson one representative. 

Sné. 7. Until the first enumeration shall be made, 5 
described by this constitution, the senatorial districts shall bo 
composed of the following precincts: Bexer shall be entitled to 
one senator; San Patricio, Refugio and Goliad one; Brazoria 
ono; Mina and Gonzales one; Nacogdoches ones lied River 
one; Shelby and Sabine one; Washington one; Matagorda, | 
Jackson and Victoria ono; Austin and Colorado one; Sam Ac 
gustine one; Milam one; Jasper and Jefferson one; and Liberiy 
and Harrisburg onc senator. 

Soo. S, All judges, sheriffs, commissioners, and other civil 
oficers shall remain in office, and in the discharge of the power 
and duties of their respective oflices, until there shall be other 
appointed o» elected under the constitution. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
Sue. 1. Laws shall be made to exclude from ofice, fre. 


he rigat of sukrage, and from serving on juries, those who sha, 
hereatver be convicted of bribery, perjury, or other bigh eri, 
and misdemeanors. 

See. 2 Returns of all elections for oflicers who are to be 
commissioned by the president, skell be made to the secrete: 
of state of this republic. 

Soo 9. The presidents and heads of departments shal! 
kep their oftices at the seat of government, unless removed by 
tue permicsion of congress, or unless in cases of emergency i 
time of war, the public interest may require their removal. 

Sco. l |The president shall maire use of his private ccc 
until a seal of the republic shall be provided. 

Sco. & It shall be the duty of congress, as coon as Gif 
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cumstances will permit, to provide by law, a general system of 
education. ° 

Sec. G All. free white persons who shall emigrate to this 
republic, and who shall, after a residence of six months, mak 
oath before some competent authority that he intends to reside 
permanently in the same, and shall swear to support this consti- 
tution, and that he will bear true allegiance to the republic of 
Texas, shall be entitled to all the privileges of citizenship. 

Sze. 7. So soon as convenience will permit, there shall be 
a penal code formed on principles of reformation, and not of vine 
dictive justice; and the civil and criminal laws shail be revised, 
digeste 1, and arranged under different heads; and all laws rela- 

ing to wd titles shall be translated, revised and promulgated. 

Suc. 3. All persons who shall ‘leave the country for the 
purpose of evading a participation in the present struggle, or 
shall refuse to participate in it, or shall give aid or assistance to 
the present enemy, shall forfeit all rights of citizenship, and such 
lends as they may hold in the republic. 

Sec. 9. All persons of color who were slaves for life pre- 
vious to their emigration to Texas, and who are now held in 
bondage, shall remain in the like state of servitude: provided, the 
said slave shall be the bona fide property of the person so kold- 
ing said slave as aforesaid. Congress shall pass no laws to prc- 
hibit emigrants from bringing their slaves into the republic 
with them, and holding them by the same tenure by which such 
slaves were held in the United States; nor shall congress have 
power to emancipate slaves; nor shall any slave holder be ab 
lowed to emancipate his or her slave or slaves without the con- 
sent of congress, unless he or she shall send his or her clave or 
dlaves without the limits of the republic. No free person of 
African descent, either in whole or in part, shall be permitied 
to reside permanently in the republic, without the concont of 
congress; and the importation or admission of Africans or Bee 
grocs into this republic, excepting from the United States of 
America, is forever prohibited, antl declared to De piracy. 

Soo. 10. All persons (Africans, the descendants of Ait. 
cans, and Indians excepted.) who were residing in ‘Yexcs on the 
day of thedieclaration ofindependence, shall be considercd citi 
zens of the republic, and entitled to all the privileges of such. 
Ail citizens now living in Teras, who have "mot received their 
portion of lond, in Je manner as colonists, shall be entitled to 
tacir land in the following proportion and manner: Every head 
of a family ballo entitled fooce lec que and labor cf tena; ané 

$7 
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every single man of the age of seventeen and upwards, shall be 
entitled to the third part of one league of land. Al citizens 
who may have previously to the adoption of this constitution, re 
ceived their league of land as heads of families, and their quar. 
ter of a league of lend as single persons, shall receive such addi. 
tional quantity as will make the quantity of land received by 
them equal to onc league and labor, and one third of a league, 
unless by bargain, sale, or exchange, they have transferred or 
may henceforth transfer their right to said land, or a portion 
thereof, to some other citizen of the republic: and in such case, 
ihe person to whom such right shall have been transferred shall 
be entitled to the same, as fully and amply asthe person makin 

the transfer might or could heve been.—No alien shall hold land 
in Texas, except by titles emanating directly from the gover, 
ment of this republic. But if any citizen of this republic shou 
die intestate or otherwise, his children or heirs shall inherit his 
estate,and aliens shall have a reasonable time to take posses 
sion of and dispose of the same, in a manner hercafter to be 
pointed out by low. Orphan children whose parents were er 
titled tojland under the colonization laws of Mexico, and who 
now reside in the republic, shall be entitled to all the righis oi 
which their parents were possessed af the time of their death 
Tne citizens of the republic shall not be compelled to reside on 
the land, but shall have their lines plainly marked. 

Al orders of survey legally obtaimea by any citizen of tee 
republic, from any legally authorized commissioner, prior to the 
act oc the lete consultation closing tne lend olices, shal! be vel 
id. In all cases the actual settler and occupant of the soil shall 
he ontitled, in loreting his land, io include his improvemGuy à 
preference to all other claims not acquired previous to his cattle 
ment, according to the law of the land and this consiiimuoz 
provided, that nothing herein contained shall prejudice the riat > 
ofanv-other citizen from whom a setiler may hold lend by veis 
or lease. 

And whereas the "rotection of the public domain from ur 
just and fraudulent claims, and quieting the people in the onjoy 
wens of Coir lends, is one of the great duties of this convention: 
ci whereas the legislature of Coahuila and Texas having pas 
. con act in the vear 1834, in behelf of general John Te Alaton 
oL nev Work, and another on the Ith day of March, 1835, u 
dev which the cnermons amount of eleven hundred leagues C 
lna has been claimed by sundry individuals, some of whom re 
side $a foreign countries, end crono? citizens of the rovublic— 
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which said acts are contrary to articles fourth, twelfth, and ñf 
teenth of the laws of 1824 of the general congressof Mexico, and 
one of said acts, for that cause has, by. said general congress of 
Mexico, been declared null and void: It is hereby declared that 
the said act of 1834, in favor of John T. Mason,and of the Ltk 
of March, 1835, of the said legislature of Coahuila and Texas, 
and each and every grant founded thereon, is, and was from the 
beginning, null and void: and aii surveys made under pretence 
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of authority derived from said acis, are hereby declared to be 
null and void: and eli eleven league claims, located within twen- 
ty leagues of the boundary line between Texas and the United 
States of America, which have been located contrary to the laws 
of Mexico, are hereby declared to be nulland void. And where- 
as many surveys and titles to lands have beon made whilst most 
of the people of Texas were absent from home, serving in the 
campaign against Bexar,itis hereby declared that all the surveys 
and locations of land made since the act of the late consultation 
closing the land offices, and all tithes to land made since that 


eed eA et eek 


of the land office, and tho whole land system shell be suspended 
until persons serving in the army can have a fair and equal 


chance with those remaining at home, to select and locate their 
a 
hereafter be made shall be valid, unless sueh survey or title 50-1 


republic, And with a view to the simplification of ihe lard sys 


litigation and fraud, a general land office shall be established, 


et, 


manner hereafter to be prescribed by law, which shall enable 
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, SE. ll. Any amendment oz amendments to this consti 
tution, may be proposed in the house of representativo 102 77 7 26, 
and if tbe seme shall he agreed to by a majority of ihe m1 ors 


ow eb 
elected to cach of the two houses, such proposed amendimet or 


amendments shall be entered on the journals, wich the yoos ond 
nays thereon, and referred to the congress then next io be cho- 
son, and shall be published for three months previous to the elec» 
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tion; and if the congress next chosen as aforesaid, shall pass said 
amendment or amendments by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
members elected to cach house, then it shall be the duty of said 
congress to submit said proposed amendment or amendments ta 
the people, in such manner and at such times as the congres 
shall prescribe; and if the people shall approve and ratify such 
amendment or amendments by a majority of the electors quali. 
fied to vote for members of congress voting thereon, such amend 
ment or amendments shall become a part of this constitution: 
Provided, however, that no amendment or amendments be re 
19? *3d to the people oftener than once in three yeais. 


DECLARATION. OF RIGHTS. 


This declaration of rights is declared to be a part of this 
constitution, and shall never be violated on any pretence what 
ever. And in order to guard against the transgression of the 
high powers which we have delegated, we declare that every 
thing in this bill of rights contained, and every other right not 
hereby delegated, is reserved to the people. 


Pret. All men, when they form a social compact, have 
equal rights, and no men or set of men are entitled to exclusive 
public privileges or emoluments from the community. 

Second. All political power is inherent in the people, and 
all free governments are founded on their authority, and insti- 
tuted for their benefit; and they have at all times an inalienable 
right to alter their government in such manner as they may 
think proper. 

Third. No preference shall be given by law to any reli- 
gious denomination or mode of worship over another, but every 
. person shall be permitted to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of his own conscience. 

lourth. Every citizen shall be at liberty to speal, vrita 
or publish lis opinions on any subject, being responsible for the 
abuse of that privilege. No law shall ever be passed to curtail 
the liberty of speech or of the press; and in all proseemtions for 
libels, the truth may be given im evidence, and the jury choll 
have the right to determine the law end fact, under the direction 
on 02 courte 

Li. The people shall be secure im their persons, houces, 
panor, and pocsessions, from all unreasonable searches amd cel 
23666 ou] no warrant shall Isue to search eny place or seize coy 
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»orcom or thing, without deccribing the place $e be ccarched or 


the person or thing to be seized, without probable cause, support. 
ed by oath or ofirmation. . : f 

"oo "Eh. In oll eriminal prosecutions the accused shall hove 
the right of being heard, by bimcelf or counsel, or both; he shall 
have the right to demand the mature end cavse of the accusation, 
shal! be confronted with the witmesses against him, amd have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor. . And im 
all prosecutions by presentment or indictment, he shall have the 
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury; he shall 
not be compelled to give evidence agains! bimcelf, or be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, but by due course of low. 
And mo freemen shall be holden to answer for any criminal 
charge, but om prescntment or indictment by a grand jury, ex» 
cept in the land and novel forces, ov in the militia whem in cote 
ual service in time of war or public danger, or in cases of im- 
peachment. 

Seventh. No citizen shall he deprived of privileges, oui- 
loved, exiled, or in any manner dicfrenehicod, except by duc 
course of the law of the land. 

Bighth. No title of nobility, hereditary privileges or honors, 
shail ever be granted or conferred in this republic. No person 
holding amy ofiiice of profit or trust shall, without the conceat of 
congress, reccive from any foreign state any present, oíüce, or 
emolument of any kind. 

Ninth. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limbs, And the right of trial by jury shell 
remain inviolate. 

Tenth. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient securit 
unless for capitol crimes, when the proof is evident or presump 
tion strong; and the privilege of the wrt of “hebeas corpns’ 
shall not be suspended, except in case of rebellion or invasion 
the public safety may require it. 

isleventh. Txeessive boil shall net be required, nor exces- 
sive fines imposed, or cruel or unusual punishments indicted. AN 
courts shall be open, and every man for any injury domo bim in 
his lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have remedy by duc 
course of law. j 

Twelfth, No pereon chall be imprisoned for dobt in conse- 
quence of inability to pay. 

Thirteenth. No percon’s particular cerviecs chell be do. 
manded, nor property token or applied to publie wea, unless by 


y 
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the concent of hiucelf or his representative, without juc 
a 


pensation being made therefor according to love 


> 
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Pourteenth. Every citizen shall have tho right to bear 
arms in defence of himself and the republic. ‘The military shall 
at oll times and im all cases be subordinate to the civil power. 

Tifteenth. The sure and certein defence of o free people 
is 2 well regulated militia; and it shall be the duty of the legis. 
lature to enact such laws as may be necessary to the organizing 
of the militia of this republic. 

Sixteenth Treason against this republic shall consist only 
in levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them 
aid and support. No retrospective or ex-post facto law, or laws 
impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be made. 

Seventeenth. Perpetuities or monopolies arc contrary to 
the genius of a free government, and shall not be allowed; noz 
shall the law of primogeniture or enteilmemts ever be im force 
in thic republic. 

The foregoing constitution was unanimously adopted by the 
delegates of ‘Texas, im convention assembled, at the town of 
Washington, om the seventeenth day of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and of the 
Independence of the Republic, the first year. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto cubseribed our 


e RICHARD ELLIS, 
President end Deicgete fram Red Biror 


ALDERT He S. Kimmur, Seevetariy, 


John S. Roberts, 
Robert Homilton, 
Collin Mciimnoy, '' 
As Els Latimore, 
James Power, 
Sam. Dloustom, © 
Edvard Conrad, 
Mardin Palmer, 
Jomes Gaines, 


RP 


ave Brigham, 

John S. D. Byrom, 
Wraneis Ruis, 

Jo Antonio Navarre, 
William 1). Lacy, 
Williom Menifee, 
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John Vishen vv 


Matthew Caldwell 
viikon Motley, 

\Lorenze de Zavala, 
George VV. Smyth, 


T 
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SENA T Tea 
Stephen Io Fivoratt, 


' lulijah Stepp, 


Claiborne West, 


iliem Claris, jute 
Sydney O. Pennington, ? 
Samuel Pe Carson, 

Bloc Js Rusiz 
illiam C. Crawford, 
Jom Turner, 

Benjamin Briggs Goodrich, » 
James Cu Sicher, ) 


wid Y buni J| 
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William B. Leates, George W. Barnet, ' 
^ ML. B. Menard, Jesse Grumes, d 
v A. Bo Hardin, E. O. Legrand, p 
o John W. Bunton, David Thomas, 
e Thomas J. Gazley; S, Rhoads Fisher, e 
eR. M. Coleman, John W. Bower, 
e Sterling C. Robertson, Jo Be Woods, 
« George C. Childress, Andrew Briscoe, ^ 
» Baily Hardiman, Thomas Barnett, ° 
Robert Potter, Jesse B. Badgett, 
* Charles Taylor, Stephen W. Blount. ? 


I do hereby certify that I have carefully compared the 
foregoing Constitution, and find it to be a true copy from the 
original filed in the archives of the Convention. 

Given under my hand this l7th day of March, 1890. 

Attest, ` Til, S. KIMBLE 
Secretary of the Convention. 
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REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 
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AN ACT 
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Authorizing the President of the Republic to appoint his eabiiet 
OU COD De 


Be dé enacted by the senate and kouse of representatiees of the 
vgoublic of Texas, in congress assembled, Uhat the president be, 
and he is hereby authorized to appoint, by and with the agvie¢ 
and consem-of the senate, in addition to the secretary of state, 
a secretary each of the treasury, war, and navy departments; 
also, an attorney general; which officers, whem co appointed 
shall constitute the president’s cabinet. 

Suc. 2. Be tt further enacted, That the president be, and he 
is hereby authorized to fill any vacancies in said oídücen, which 
may occur during the recess of the senate, either by death or 
resignation. 


D 


IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house af represcntatiocs. 
AZLAADEAU BS. LAMAR, 
: President of the senate 
Approved Qet- 25, 1888. 
SAM, OUST Ne 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Recognizing the ordera of General To Jo Rusl velotice to ecytata 
3@ 
Resolved by the senate and howe of vepecoentatices of the veces 
Lie of Taceo, D GORZPCOB COII 


vary 
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diueh "hot the orders of Cono 
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T. 3. Rusk, establishing certain mail routes, and employin 
carriers, be recognised; and thai the paymaster be instructed ta 
audit the accounts. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of ihe house of representatives, 
RICARD ELAS? 

President pro. tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Nov. 3, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


g 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Confirming the Contract of Major General Memican Hunt, 
Be it resolocd by the senate and house of vcprescntatizes o 


the vopublie of Texas. Im congress asecmbled, That the conti. 
entered into by the government ed interim with Memican Hunt, 
on the 11th of June last, be, and the same is hereby recognise 
and re-contirmed by the existing government of this republic; 
and that the peesident be authorized and instructed forthwith t^ 
‘aiorm said Hunt of the same. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of th hous af rapresentatizes. 
MIRABI.NU B. LAMAR, 
President of the seneta 
Approved, Nov. 7; luS0. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
Ior the velief of Evestus Smitho 


Whereas, it is both just and wise im o governuieno to re 
ward bravery, gallant daring, and exalted patriotism in her citi- 
zens; and whereas Drastus Smith, usually known and called 
s Deaf Smithy” unites thes. qualities in an exalted degree, toge 
thor with his heavy losses, constant services, and self sacrifice: 
iu the cause of Texas and liberty; therefore, 

nc. d. Be d enacted by the senote and huuse of reprisentatice: 
of the republic of Traas in congress assembled, That there shall be 
and is hereby granted to Brasius Smith, his heirs or assigns for- 
ever, any house and lot in the city of Bexar, which may he con 
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useated to the public use, under the provisions and by authosily 
of any law or laws of this republic. . 
Sue. 9, And be d further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
ior said Erastus Smith, his heirs or assigns, to avail himself of 
the benefit of this act at as early a period as ho may desire, from 
and after said conilscated property shall be lawfully ascertainee. 
Sec. S. dad be tt further enacted, That in farther conside- 
sation of what is justly due to said Erastus Smith, his heirs or 
assigns for ever, he shall be, and is hereby granted one league 
and one labor of public land, to be by him, his heirs or assigns, 
selected of any of the public domain of Texas, so soon as the 
land offices are opened for entry and location: provided that no 
public property, such as forts, court houses, calibooses, churches, 
public squares, &zc. shall be granted to said Erastus Smith. 
. IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representaties. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
President of the senatc, 


Approved, Nov 11, 1886. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
lor sending a Minister to the United States of Americas 


Whereas, the good people of Texas, in accordance with ẹ 
proclamation of his xeellency D. G. Burnet, president ad inie 
vim of the republic, did, on the first Monday of September jest 
past, at an election held for president, vice president, senators, 
ond representatives, of congress, voto to be onnexed to tne 
United States of America, with an unanimity unparalleled in 
she annals of the elective franchise, only ninety-three of the 
whole population voting against it: | 

Be it therefore resolved by the senate end house of voprescates 
fives of the republic of Tenas, in congress assembled, That the 
president be, and he is hereby authorized and requested to des- 
patch forthwith to the government of the United States of 
America, a minister, vested with ample and plenary powers to 
enter into negotiations and treaties with the United States go- 
vernment for the recognition of the independence of ‘Texas, and 
for an immediate annexation to the United States: 2 measare 
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required by the almost unanimous voice of the people of Texa, 
and fully concurred im by the present congress. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the kouse of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 
Approved, Nov. 16, 1836. 
x SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
Providing for an increase of the Navy. 

Snc. l. Be it enacted by the senate and house of represente 
tives of the republic of Teuas, in congress assembled, That the pre- 
sent naval force of the Republic shall be, as soon as practicable, 
increased by the building or purchase of the following number 
and description of vessels, viz: One sloop of war, mounting 
twenty-four guns, and of such a draft of water as will enable 
her to enter ihe port of Galveston; also two armed steam vec 
sels, drawing, when loaded, not exceeding six feet water, built 
upon the most approved plan, and capable of trangporting seven 
hundred and fifty men and provisions each: and two schooners 
mounting eleven guns cach, carrying two topcails, and not te 
draw over eight feet and a-half water. 

Sue. 9. dnd be tt further erected, ‘That the president shali 
forthwith, by and with the consent of the senate, appoint some 
proper person, or persons, whose duty it shall be to proceed im- 
mediately to the United States of America, and purchase or 
contract for and superintend the building of the above named 
namber end deccription of vessels. 

IRA INGRAM, | 
Speaker nf the house of representatives 
MIRABEAU BD. LAMAR, 
President of the senate | 
Approved, Nov. 18, 1836. | 
BAM. MOUSTON. 


| 
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AN ACT 


Providing rations, and other conjorts, for soldir ond widows of 
soldiers, ab tne town of Colerzabé s 

Sue. 1. Be tt enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
g) the republic of Texas, in congress assembled That the presi ident 
of the republic of Texas shall be, and he is hereby authorised 
ond empowered *o appoint one quarter master, and such num- 
ber of commissaries as he may deem requisite to discharge the 
duties herein prescribed. 

Sue. Q Ind be it further enacted, That the quarter maste? 
“ball provide tents and rations for all soldiers that may be here 
at the town of Columbia, and detain d on business with this 
government; .¢ shall also bo his duty to provide for the sick, and 
also for widews and their families. 

Soc 3. And ba it further enacted, "hot the president 52, and 
is hereby further authorised and empowered to order the quor 
ter master to make use of any or all the publie cattle, recently 
driven te this place for the purposes specified im the second secs 
tion of this act. 

SEC. Jh Aad ba tt further enacted, ‘That itsball be the duty 
of the quarter master to make out a clear, concise, and fall ree 
port of all disbursements and expenditures, the nomes of cach 
and every individual, the length of time that they have beon fur- 
nished, and the amount furnished to each one, at least onee in 
every month. 

Sac. 9. And be it further cnacied, That the president 
the Republic shall be, and is her-by fully authorised and 
powered, to cause to be defrayed by this govermmont, cM cco 
penses thot moy he imeurred under the provisions of the fors- 
going act. g à 

. IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the RRC of veprcatitotices. 
MIRABEAU D. LAMAR 
President of the sonete 

Approvod, Nove 18, 1836, 

SAR. HOUSTON, 
4S 
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AN ACT 


To cutherise the L’resident? to negotiate a loan om the bonds of te 
not exceeding fice millions of dollars. - 
Sco. l. Be dé enacted by the senate and Rouse of Tesco. 
vices of the republic af Tegas in congress assembled, That the preh 


4 


dent of this republic be, and he is hereby fally authorised to fet 
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signed by the president and seeretary of state, and countersigned 
by the secretary of the treasury; shall bo negotiable by simps 
cndorsement, and shell beor an interest om the face thereof, ot 
acate not exceecing tom por cent. per annum, to be paid togig 
holders thereof at such times and ple ee as may be stipulated in 
said bonds. Seid bonds te be prepared £5 coon es practicabls 
ander the direction of the president, and medo redeemable i 
trirty years from the doy of date. 

SEO. 9. De de further enacicd, That the president, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint tco 
commiczioners into whose hands szid bonds shall be delivered by 
the president, who chall immediately proceed to the Unite! 
States of America, for the purpose of negotiating eaid bonda; but 
tfeedà commissioners shovld mot be able to negotiate the cale cj 
caid bonds in the United States of America, then, im that ence, 
they are authorised and hereby required to procecd to Jure 
for the purpoce of clllecting said negotiations. 

Gu. So Bo d further exceicd, That in ence of the death c2 
resignation of caf) cormmissioners, or either of them during the 
cocess of congress, the president is hereby fully empowered t 
fill such vace~sy, or vacancies, until the meeting of the ment 
GONZTLGI. . 

Snood. Be dt further cractod, That said commissioners are 
Rereby recuired to correspond vita the ceeretary of tine treasury, 
of this republic, informing him of. the progress of their negotie 
tions; and that said commissioners be, and ore hereby required 
fo pay over to said ceerctary of the treasury all monies which they 
may receive from the scle of caid bends, or any portion thereoh 

Scoe. B. Ee tt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the secretary of the treasury to lay before each and every cow 
27600, carly in every session, a full statement of all such cale o: 
ales of said bonds,as may have been efilected, showing the 
rms and conditions of said sale or cales, the expenses acerting 
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thereon, and what dispositions have been made of the proceeds 
of the sameo p; D "P 

.. fno. 6. Be dbfuvüecr enwcted Laat caid commintonem are 
hereby authorised fo megotiate two millions of dollars of eaid 
bonds redeemable im a lecs time than thirty, but not for a chorter 
period than five years. "e 2 

Scr 7. Be dt further exacted, That if any bank er boul*s 
shall beuonio the purchaser, or purchasers, of any portion of 
mid bonds, then and in that case, seid commistioners are hereby 
authorised to stipulate that the motes of said bank or banks chall 
be received at par, in payment ofall public dues of this republic, 
(5 the amoun* of their lean or purehoge of ssid honds, co long cs 
raid banh oz banks continue solvent and specie paying; and if 
any ban! ev banks become the purchaser or purehac2r3 of omy 
portion of 8 sid bonds, the caid commissioners shall specify om the 
free of seid bond or voide that they are redeemable and paver 
ble in the motes of said boni: or banks. - 

Sco 9, Be st further ceecfed, That if ony bank: or booke 
which may punclese caid bond or beade, or any portion of them 
ghall fail, stop payment, cr refuse to redeem its or their notes 
with opecie, them and in thet ceace the government of Texas shall 
have the privilege of terminating the loan with said bank at ens 
dime, by 2 pryment of the principal and interest of the sames 

Soc. €. Be tt further enacted, That caid commiccioners are 
hereby authorised to give tothe purchasers of anid bouco the 
privilege of at any time taking the amount of their loans or pure 
chases in land, at the minimom government prices or if the 
public lands are cold ct anction, that sold lenders or purchasers 
ohall be allowed to oid, and pay tae amount ef their bids 5X5 
any of such bonds at they may have purchased. 

Sco. 10. Mad be de further caivacied, That for the punctual 
payment of the interest, and ünal redemption of said bonds, the 
public faith is hereby colemnly pledged; and also all the pro- 
ceeds of the cales of the public domain; and also all the tones 
on lands which may accrue to this government after the year 
1828, are hereby reserved and appropriated for that opccin! 
purposse D 


* 


IRA INGRAM, 
Soceies of tha house of gesrescatetton 


E 
V VoU CI aer oe eO 


^ RIT T» Tr | 1 
MIRABBAU Be LAMAR, 
* 27 
President of the ecole 


Approved, Nov. 18, 1830. - 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Wuplaining the different acts in relation to the service of Folan, 
and extending the acds relating to bounty tands 
fuc. lo Beit resolecd by the senate and kovse of representatie, 


uf the repeblic of Texas in congress assembled, That the pay of , 


volunteers from the United States and elsewhere shall commenca 
irom the time of their embodying and leaving home, provided 
said time shall not exceed sixty days prior to their being mm. 
tered into service of the republic of Texas, at which time thc; 
teem of service will commence. 

Sec. 9. Be it ferther vesolocd, That the orovictona of the 
ordinance .granting the lands to volunteers trom the Unc] 
Jt- tes and elsewhere, be so construed as to extend to all why 
have r adered scrvice a5 volunteers in the army of the republ': 
of "Texas. 

Suc. S. And bo $8 further resolecd, That all volunteers wh 
have entered the service of the republic of Texas since the x 
lay of July last, shall be entitled to the same pay and bountic; 
^f lend as these who entered the scrvice prior to that time. 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker af the kouse of vepresentaticce, 
f MIRABEAU D. LAMAR 
President of the scnato. 
' — Vatood by the president, and passed by a constitutional uv 


* 


Jovity of the house of representatives, November 23, 1920. 


° IRA INGRAM, 
Speeze? of the Reuse of rcprescatatioccs 
This act was vetoed by the president, and passed by a cci 
stitutional majority of the cenate, November 94, ISES. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tem. of the snatc. 


AN ACT 
Lop establishing Rake ant Articles for the rovcrumcnt of ehe of 
mies of the Republic of Temas. 

Be i enacted by the senale and house of representatives of tls 
republic of Texas in congress assembici, That from and after the 
passing of this act, the following shall be the rules and reguly 
tions by which the armics of said republic of Toxas ohall be 
governed. 
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and that I will serve her honestly and faithfully against all her 
enemies, or opposers whatsoever, and observe and obey the orden 
of the president of the republic, and the officers appointed ove; 
nic, according to the rules and articles for the government oj 
bhe armies of the republic:” Which justice, magistrate, or judge 
advocate, is to give the officer a certificate, stating that the ma, 
enlisted did take the oath or affirmation. 

Arr. 7. After a non-commissioned officer or soldier sholi 
have been duly enlisted and sworn, he shall not be dismissed tl 
service without a discharge in writing; and no discharge granted 
to him shall be suficient which is noi signed by the teld office; . 
of the regiment to which he belongs; or commanding oficer wha ' 
no field oicer of the regiment is present; and no discharge cha 
be given to a non-commissioned officer, or soldier, before his tem 
of service shall have expired, but by order of the president, t» 
secretary of war, the commanding officer of a department, o 
the sentence of a general court martial; nor shall a commis 
sioned oficer be discharged but by order of the president of the 
republic, or by order of 2 general court martial. | 

Arr. S, Every colonel or ofiicer comm nding a regimens, 
troop, or company, and actuelly quartered with it, miy sh 
furloughs to non-commissioned oilicers and soldiers in such nur 
bers, and for such a length of time, as he shall judge to be maz 
consistent with the good of the s rvice; and a captain or othe 
inferior ofücer, commending a troop or company, or in any gar 
son, fort, or barrack of the republic, (his field officer being o^. 
sent) may give furlouxhs to non-commissioned ofienrs or soldier. 
for a term not oxeeeding twenty dcys in six months; but noti 
inore than two persons to b2 absent at the same time, exceptie 
some extraordinary occasion should require it. 

Arr. 9. At every muster the commanding officer of ead. 
regiment, troop, or company, there present, shall give to tk 
inspector general, or other officer, who musters seid regiment 
troop, or company, certificates, signed by himcelt, signifying lr 
long such officers as shall not appear ai said muster have bec 
absent, and the reason of their absence. In like manner even 
commanding officer of every troop or company, shall give ecrè 
ticutes, signifying the reasons of the absence of the non-comm: 
sioned officers, and private soldiers, which reasons and time c 
absence shall be inserted in the muster rolls, opposite the respec 
tive names of the absent officers and soldiers. The certificats 


shall. together vith the muster volle. be trausraitted by the inspee 
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or 


tor general, or other officer mustering, te the secretary of war, 
as specdily as the distance of the place ill admit, 

Amm. 10. Every officer, who shall be convicted before a 
general court martial, of having signed a false certificates relate 
ing to the absence of either oficer or private soldier, or relative 
to his or their pay, shall be cashiered. ; 

Arr. il. Every officer who shall make, knowingly, a 
false muster roll of man or horse, and every officer or inspector 
general who sball wiilingly sign, direct, or allow the sigaing of 
muster rolls, whercin such false muster is contained, shall, upon 
proof m de by two witnesses, before a general court martial, be 
cashiereds and shall be thereby utterly disabled to have or held 
any office or employment in the service of the republic. 

Amm 12. Any oficer who shall presume to muster a per- 
son as a soldier, who is n t a soldier, suall be deemed guilty of 
haying made a false muster, and shall suifer accordingly. 

Amm. 13. Any officer who shall, knowingly, make a fale> 
return to the department of war, or to any of his superior off- 
cers, authorised to call for such returns of the state of the regi- 
mont, troop, company, or garrison, under his commend, or of ihe 
arms, ammunition, and clothing or other stores thercumto be- 
longing, shall, on convievion thercof before a court martial, be 
cashicred. ` 

ArT. 14. The commanding oficer of every regiment, 
troop, or independent company, or garrison of -the republic, 
shall, in the beginning of every month, rinit. trough the proper 
channels, to the department of wer, an exact return of the i opie 
ment, troop, independent company, or garrison under his com- 
mand, specifying the namı s of the officers then absent from their 
posts, with the reasons for, and the time of their absence. And 
any offcer who shall be convicted of having, throuzh neglect or 
design, omitted sending such returns, shall be punished accord- 
ing to the nature of the offence, by the sentence of a general 
court martial. 

Amr 15, All officers and soldiers who have received paya 
or have been duly enlisted in the service of the republic, and 
shall be convicted of having desertcd the same, shall suffer death, 
or other punishment, as by sentence of a court martial chall be 
decreed. 

Arr. 16. Any noncommissioned oficer, or coldier, who 
ohall, without leave from his commending officer, absent himenif 
from his troop, company, or detachment, shall, upon being com- 
vieted thereof, be punished according to the nature of his ofiónee. 
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at the discretion of a court martial. No non-commissioned off, 
cer, or soldier, shall enlist himself in any other regiment, troop, 
or company, without e regular discharge from the regimen, 
troop, or company in which he lest served, om the penalty of 
of being reputed a deserter, and suffering accordingly; and in 
case any oliicer shall, knowingly, receive or entertain such nog. 
commissioned officer, or soldier, or who shall not, after his being 
discovered to be a deserter, confine him, and give notice thereof 
to the corps in which he has served, the said officer shall, by a 
court martial, be cashiered. 

Arr. l7. Any officer, or soldier, who shall be convicted 
of having advised or persuaded any other oficer or soldier to 
desert the service of the republic, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as shall be imilicted upon bhim by the sentence of a 
court martial. 

ArT. 18. No officer or soldier shall use any reproachitl 
language or gesture to anothers if an oficer, upon pain of being 
put under arrest; if a soldier, confined; and shall ask pardon o 
the party offended in the presence of the comm nding oliicer. 

. ArT 19. No oficer or soldier shell send a challenge to 
another oíücor or soldier to fight a duel, or accept a challenge 
if sent, upon pain, if a commissioned oficer, of being cashiered: 
if a non-commissioned oficer or soldier, of suffering corporeal 
punishment, at the discretion of a court martial. 

Jm 29. If any commissioned or non-commissioned oki 
cer of a guard shall, knowingly or willingly, suffer any person 
whe ever to go forth to ight e duel, he sail bo punished as a 
challenger; and all seconds, promoters, and carriers of chal 
lenges, in order to ügut a duel, shall be deemed as principals, 
and punished accordingly, And it shall he the duty of every 
efüceor commanding an army, regimcnt, post, or detachment, 
who is knowing toa challenge being given to, or accepted by 
any oficer non-commissioned oíücer, or soldier under his con 
mand, or hes reason to believe the same to be the case, imme 
diately to bring to trial such offenders. 

Az Zlo All ofüeers, of what condition soever, hove 

power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and disorders, though 

the person concerned shall belong o another regiment, troop. 
or company, and either to order ouicers imo arrest, nom-commlc 
sioned officers and soldiers into confinement, until their propor 
superior ofuicers shall be acquainted therewith: and whoever 
sholl refuse te obey such officer, (though of inferior ranks) or 
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shall draw his sword upon him, shall be punished at the discre- 
Hon of a general court martial —— . 

Amm. 929. Any officer, or soldier, who shall upbraid amo- 
ther for refusing & challenge, shall himself be punished es & 
challenger; and allofücers and soldiers are hereby discharged 
from any imputation of dishonor or disgrace, which might arise 
from their having refused to accept of challenges, as they wil] 
only have acted in obedience to the laws, and done their duties 
as good soldiers, who subject themselves to discipline. i 

Arr. 99. All officers, commanding in tho ficld, forts, bar- 
racks, or garrisons of the republic, are héreby required to see 
that all the persons permitted to settle, shall supply the soldiers 
with good and wholesome provisions, or other articles, at o rea- 
sonable price, as they shall be answerable for their neglect. 

Anz. 24 No person commanding in any of the forts, gar- 
risons, or barracks of the republic, shall exact exorbitant prices 
for houses, stalls let out to settlers, or connive at the like exac- 
tions in others, or by his own authority, or for his private ad- 
vantage, lay any duiy or imposition, or be interested in the sale 
of any victuals, liquors, or other necessaries of life brought into 
the forts, garrisons, and barracks, for the use of the soldiers, on 
the penalty of being discharged from the service. 

Arr, 25. Every officer commanding in quarters, garrison, 
or on the march, shall keep good order, and to the utmost of his 
ability, redress all abuses or disorders, which may be commiticd 
by any officer or soldier under his command, if upon complaint 
made to him, of officers or soldiers beating, ov otherwise ill treat 
ing any person; of disturbing firs and markets, or of commit- 
ting any kind of riot, to the disquiet of the citizens of this repub- 
lic, he, the said commander, who shall refuse or umit to sce justice 
done to the offender or off nders, and reparation made io the 
party or persons injured, as far as part of tho offender's pay shell 
enable him or them, shall, upon proof thercof, be cashiered, o7 
otherwise punished as a general court martial shall direct, 

Amp. 20. When any commissioned oficer or soldicr chc 
be accused of a capital crime, or of having used violence, or 
committed any offence against the persan or property of ony 
citizen of the republic, such as is punishable by the known laws 
of the land, the commanding officer sud officers of every regi- 
ment, troop, or company, to which the person or persons co ae 
cused shall belong, are hereby required, upon application duly 
mede, by or in behalf of the party or partic so injured, to use 
their utmost Eee to deliver over such accused person or 
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pe rsons to the civil m agistrate, and likewise to be aiding and 

assisting to the officers of justice, in epprehending and securing 
ic person or persons so accused, in order to bring him or hon 
to trial If any commending oficer or officers, shal! wilfully 
neglect or refuse, upon the application aforesaid, to deliver over 
such accused person or persons to the civil magistrates, or to be 
aiding and assisting to the officers of justice, in a apprehending 
nei ‘person or persons, the officer or officers so offending, shall 
be cashiered. 

Arr. 9. he any oficer shall think himself wronged hy 
his colonel, or the commanding officer, and shall, upon due a ap- 
plication Being made te him, be refused redress, he may com- 
plain to the gencral commanding in the division or brigade to 
which his regiment is attached, in order to obtain justice; she 
is hereby required to examine inio the said complaint, and take 
proper measures for redressing the wrongs complained of, ang 
tronsmit as soon as possible to the department of ae DM 
statement of seid complaint, with the proceedings had th 

Ant. 25. If any inferior officer or soldier s shall chink lio: 


self wronged by his captain or other oficer, i ue is to complain 
e to tbe come d oficer of tho roemen rey Who is hereby 


3 


juirod to summon a regimental court martial for Corie Sa 
o the ‘comple aufs from which r regiments] court martial either 
p mm Ri ; if ho thinks himself sil < aggrieved, appeal to d a ns 
t marli: d; boi ikupon a secor 
Y orations eng grouud!e $3, n Pes 
ished at ne discretion of the 
Ana 30. Any commissioned oficer, si Genc 
ISSQPYy WHO shall bo convieted, at a general e court n 
Pn sold, without a proper order for that pur] 
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9 rms ferigo nothing, or other military stor. E belonging 
the republic, to i bc spoil :d or damaged, shall nu his own es 
pense make good ihe damages: and shall. mor2over, forfeit uli 
Bie pav and be dismissed from the service. 

Ann. O3 iur mon-commissioned oficer or soldier, wh 
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shall ba convicted : ta ves court martial. of having sold, lost. 
or 3p. 31er, throug? negloc ut Borse, arms, eotbecs or aecontre 
ments, shall undergo sacl hu ecd stoppages {not Pie ces balt 
f his =. es such court martial shall judge sufficient for re 
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pairing the loss or damage, an ad shall suffer E or such 
eorporeal punishment us h is crins shall deserves 
Anz. 31, Any non-commissioned officer or soldier whe 
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shall be convicted at a regimental couri martial of having sold, 
or designedly, or through neglect, wasted the ammunition de- 
livered out to him, to be employed in the service of the republic. 
shall be punished at the discretion of such court. 

Amr. 92. Every oficer who shall be convicted, before a 
court martial, of having embezzled or misapplied any money 
with which he may have been entrusted, for the payment of thc 
men under his command, or for omlisting men into the service. 
or for other purposes, if a commissioned o&icer, shall be cashiered. 
and compellec to refund the money; if a non-commissioned ofi- 
cer, shall be reduced to the ranks, be put under stoppages until 
the money be made good, and suffer such corporeal punishment 
ag such court martial shall direct. - 

Amp, 33. Every captain of a company is charged with the 
arms and accoutrements, ammunition, clothing, o» other warlike 
stores, belonging to the troop or company under his command, 
which he is to be accountable for to his colonci, in cese of their 
being lost, spoiled and damaged, noi by unavoidable accidents, 
or on actual service. 

Arr. $i, No officer or soldier shall be out of his quarters. 
garrison, or camp, witheul leave from the superior olficer, upon 
penalty of being punished according to the nature of bis off2nce, 
by the sentence of a court martial, 


Arr. 35. Every non-commissioned otàcer and soldice cao 
M * I Li x AT * o^ ^ ._ 2 "n * 1 
retire to his quarters or teng af the beating of retreat, in Qc... al. 
Nn 2 t9 


of which he shali be pun.shed according to the nature os his 
offence, by the seatence afa court mariial, 

Arr. 36. No officer, non-commirsioned odicer, or soldier, 
shall fail in repairing to the place of parade, of exercise, ar other 
rendezvous, appointed by his commanding oficer if not pre- 
vented by sickness or come other evident necessity, or shall go 
from the said place of rendezvous without leave fom his com- 


Arr. 97. Any commissioned oficor who shall be found 
drunk on bis post, shall be cashiered. Any 202-ec 
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shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be 9uiZcow 
hv the sentence of a court martial. 
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Amr. 39. No soldier belonging to any regiment, troop, o; 
vompany, shall hire another to do his duty for him, or be excused 
irom duty, but in case of sickness, disability, or leave of absence; 
and every soldier found guilty of hiring his duty, as also the partr 
so hired to do another's duty, shall be punished at the discretion 
of x regimental court martial. 

Amm. 40. And every nor-commissionod officer conniving 
at such hiring of duty aforesaid shall be reduced; and every 
"ommissioned officer knowing and allowing such ill practices in 
the service, shal! be punished by the sentence of 2 general court 
martial. 

Apr. 4l. Any officer belonging to the service of the re- 
public, who, by firing of arms, drawing of swords, beating of 
drums, or by any other means whatsoever, shall occasion false 
alarms in camp, garrison, or quarters, shall suffer death, or such 
other punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a gene- 
ral court martial. 

Arr. 4% Any officer or soldier who shall, without urgent 
necessity, or witheut the leave of his superior officers, quit his 
guard, platoon, or division, shall be punished according to the 
natare of his offence, by the sentence of a court martial. 

Amr. 43. No officer or soldier shall do violence to any 
person, who brings provisions or other necessaries to the camp. 
garrison, or quarters of the forces of the republic, employed in 
any pert of the republic. upon pain of death or such other pun- 
ishrzoat as a court martial shall direct. 

Amm. 4d. Any officer or soldier who shall misbehave him- 
self before the enemy, renaway, or shamefully abandon any fort, 
post, or guard, which he or they may be commanded to defend, 


publie, who shall make known the watchword to any person who 
is not entitled tu receive it, according to the rules and discipline 
of war, or shall presume to give a parole or watchword different 
from what he received, shall suffer death, or such other punish 
ment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a general court 
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~- end soldiers ore to behave them- 


es * cesvehs and wheever 
Anm. 46. All ome = s 


elves orderly ia quarters and upon tAG m=. , 
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shall commit any waste or spoil, either in walks of trees, parks, 
warrens, fish ponds, houses and gardens, enclosures, coraaelds, 
Seco oF shall maliciously destroy any property whatsoevery be- 
longing to the republic, waless by command of the commander- 
in-chief the armies of the said republic, shall (besides such penal- 
ties as they ave subject to by law) be punished according io the 
nature and degree of the offence, by the judgment of a general 
or regimental court martial, . TW 

Whosoever employed in the armies of the republic in toreigw 
parts, shall force a safeguard, shall suffer death. 

Arve. 47. ‘Whosoever shall relieve the enemy with money, 
victuals, or ammunition, or who shall knowingly harbor or pro- 
tect an enemy, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as 
shall be ordered by the sentence of a court martial, 

Arr. 48. Whosoever shall be convicted of holding a cor- 
respondence with, or giving intelligence to the enemy, cither 
directly or indirectly, shall s-ffer death, or such other punish- 
ment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court mortial, 

ArT. 49, All public stores token in the enemy's camp, 
towns, ports, or magazines, whether of artill:ry, ammunition, 
clothing, forage, or provisions, shall be secured for the service 
of the republic, for the neglect of which the commanding oficer 
is to be answerable. 

Arr, 90. If any commander of any garrison, fortress, or 
post, shall be compelled, by the ofücers anid soldiers under hia 
command, to give up to the enemy, or abandon it, the com iis 
sioned officers or soldiers, who shall be convicted of having s 
offended, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall b 
inflicted upon them by the sentence of a court martial. 

ArT, 51. Allsuitlers and retainers to the camp, and per- 
sons whatsoever, serving with the armies of the republic in the 
field, though not enlisted soldiers, are to be subject to orders, 
according to the rules and discipline of war, 

Ant, 92. Officers having commissions of a prior date ta 
$hose of the regiment in which they serve, may take place in 
courts martial and on detachments, when composcd of diferent 
corps according to the rank given them in their former commis 
sions; but in the regiment, troop, or company, to which such 
officers belong, they shall do duty and take rank, both im courts 
. martial, and on detachments, which shall be composed only of 
their own corps, according to the commissions by which they 
are mustered in said company. 

us 53. ‘The functions of the enginsers being generally 
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-onne to the most elevated branch of military science, they 
aro not te assume, nor are they subject to be ordered on on; 
duty beyond the line of their profecsion, except by the speci 
order of the president of the republic, but they are to recelye 
every mark of respect to which their rank in the army may er 
title them respectively, and are liable lo be transierred at tht 
pleasure of the president, from one corps to another, regen 
being had to rank. 

Anr. 54. General courts martial may consist of any num 
ber of commissioned officers, from five to thirteen, inclusive, bu. 


they shall not consist of less than thirteen, when that number | 


van be convened without manifest injury to the service. 

Arr 55. Any general officer commanding an army, o 
colonc] commanding a separate department, may appoint gerc 
ral courts martial whenever necessary. But no sentence ofa 
court martial shall be carried into execution until after the whole 
proceedings shall have been Jaid before the officers ordering tke 
same, or the oficer commanding the troops for the time being: 
neither shall amy sentence of a general court martial in time of 
peace, extending to the loss of life, dismission of a commissioned 
aidcer, or which im a time of peace or war, respecting a generi 
ohicer, be carried into execution until after the whole proceed: 
ings shall have been transmitted to the sceretary of war, to be 
laid before the president of the republic for his comirmation a 
dsenmrovals and orders in the case of all other sentences mat 
be conGrmed and exccuted by the officer ordering the court ie 
yscorable, or the commanding officer for the time being, as tir 
case may be. 

Arr. 56. Whenever a general officer commanding a 
army, or a colonel commanding & separate detachment, shall be 
the prosecutor or accuser of anv officer in the army of the rè 
public, under his command, the general court martial for üt 
trial of such officer shall he appointed by the president of sv 
sepublic. 


Avr, 57. The proceedings and sentence of said court she! > 


e sent directly to the secretary of war, to be by him laid be 
ora the president for his confirmation or approval, or orders it 
he ease. 

Arr. 58. Every officer commanding a regiment or corp? 
may appoint courts martial, to consist of three comumissiones 
o(üeers for the trial and punishment of offences not capital. and 
Jacide upon their sentences. For the same purposes, all oficer 


commanding any garrisons, foris, barracks, and other places 
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: ; ~ in osea $ bd 
when the troops consint of different corps, and v." earen Wher cH 
there is but one corps, and the commanding officer, O% Sof 
‘ond to order o regimental sourt, martial, may assembse Coursi 
martial to consistof three commissiovied ofticers, and decicio upon 
their sentences. n 
Aum, 59. No garrison or regimental court martial chale 
have power io try capna! cases or commissioned oficors, nek: 
ther shall they inflict a fine oxcecding one inonth’s pay, hor 
imprison nor put to hard lab 7 issi 
impr put to hard labor, any. non-commissioned oficer oF 
soldier for a longer time than one month. 
Ant. CO. The judge advocate, or some person deputed 
by him, or by the general, or officer commending the army, dos 
A Ea 2 M - A = 
Pune. or garrison, shall prosecute ia the name of the repub- 
(G GI & ^ € e 7 3 s 
i, ut shall 80 fat consider himself as counsel for the prisoner, 
after the said prisoner shall have meade his plea, ac to object to 
any leading qur to any of the witnesses, or to the prisoner, 
av 7 . Sly d d 2 
ue nds io ate might tend to crimiaate himself: and ad- 
nister to each member of the count, before they prececd te 
any trial, the following oath, which shall also be taken by a7 
members of the garrison and regimental courts martial: “You 
em , do solemnly swear that you will well ond 
truly try, and determine according to evidence, the matt? new 
before you, between the repubbe of Toxas and the prison ir to 
be tried, and that you will truly administer justice according to 
H P teh 1 1 y ti JI Y 5 ; x 
an act establishing rules and arlicics for the government of the 
armies of the republic of Texas, without favor, partiality. o? af. 
faction: 5 , Be at . ceu" 
RACE and if any doubts shall ariso, not explaine? Ly said 
i aa Md. to your conscience, the boat of your racer 
standings and the custom of war in Ae cases: and you do fur 
ther swear, that you will not divulge the centence of the court 
martial, until it shall be published by thc proper authority; mej- 
ther will you discover or disclese the vote or the opinion of any 
a members of this court martial, anders required to give 
cvidente thereof, Gs a witness, by a court of justice, in dae cours 
of law, so help you Ged.” 
: And so soon as the said oath shall have been administered 
io the respective members, the president of the court chall ade 


* 


minister io ihe judge ad*ocate, or person offcietimg as such, ag 


oath in the following words: * You do culemaly 
swear that you will not disclose or discover the vote ov opinion 


of any member of the court martial, unless requircd to give evi- 
dence thereof as 2 witness by a court of justice, in the course of 
law. nor divulge the sontenec of the court, to any but the proper 
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authority, until it shall be daly disclosed by the same; so holp 
goo God” : 

Anz Gl. When a prisoner, arraigacd before a general 
court martial, shall, from obstinacy and deliberate design, stand 
mute, or answer foreign to the purpose, the court may proceed 
to trial and judgment, as if the prisoner had regularly pleaded 
not guilty. 

Ang. 62, When a member shall be challenged by n pris- 
oner ho must ‘stete his cause of challenge of which the court 
shall, after due deliberation, determino the validity or relevancy, 
and decide accordingly; end mo challenge to more than one 
member at a time, shall be received by the court. 

Anz. GS. All members of 2 court martial arc to behave 
with decency and calamecs, and in giving their votes shall begin 
with the youngest im commissione 

Anm, 64. All persons who give evidence before & com: 
martial are to be examined on oath or affirmation, in the follow. 
ing form: 5 You swear or affirm (os the case may be,) the evi 
cence you shall give, im the case now in hearing, shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, co help me 
Ged.” 

Ane. 65. On the trials of cases, net capital, before courts 
mariol, the deposition of witnesses, not in line or staff of the 
army, may be teken before some justice of the peace, and read 
in evidence, provided the presceutor and person accused are 
present on taking the same, or are duly notified thereof, 

Aner €6 No ofScer chall be tried by a general court 
martial, nor by ofücers of an inferior rank, if it cam be avoided; 
nor shall any procecdings or trials be carried on, excepting be 
tween the hours of cight in the morning and three im the after. 
Hoon, excepting in cases which, in the opinion of the officer 
appeintod, the court martial required immediate exemple. 

Arr 87, No person whatseover shall use any name, ony 
gestures, or sign im presence of 2 court martial, or shall cause 
any disorder or riot, or disturb thei: proceedings, in the penalty 
of being punished at the discretion of said court martial. 

Are, 68, No officer shall be tried but by a general court 
meriial, or shall cause any disorder or riot, or disturb their pre 
ceedings, on the penalty of being punished at the discretion ot 
a court martial. 

Anz, 69, Whenever any officer shall be charged with 3 
erime, he shall be contined to his barracks, quarters, or tent; on 
Gcprived of Nis «ord. by the commanding officer; end any oft 
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cer who shall leave his confinement before he shall be set at 
liberty by his commanding officer, or by a superior officer, shall 
be cashiered. Non-commissioned officers and privates charged 
with crimes, shall be confined and tricd by a court martial, or 
released by 2 proper authority. 

Arr. 70. No officer er soldier who shall be put in arrest 
shall continue in confinement more than cight days, or such time 
as a court martial can be assembled. 

Arr. 71. No officer commanding any guard, or provosi 
martial shall refuse to receive or keep any prisoners committed 
to his charge by any officer belonging to the forces of the repub- 
lic, provided the officer at the same time deliver an account in 
writing, signed by himself, of the crime with which the said 
prisoner is charged. 

Arr. 72. No officer commanding a guard, or provost 
martial shall presume to release any person committed to his 
charge without authority for so doing, nor shall he suffer any 
person to escape in the penalty of being punished for it by a 
court martial. - 

ArT 7. Every officer or provost martial, to whose charge 
prisoners shall be committed, shall, within twenty-four hours 
after such commitment, or as soon as he shall be relieved from 
his guard, make report in writing, to the commanding officer of 
their names, their crimes, and the names of the oliicers who 
committed them, on the penalty of being punished for dicobce 
dience or neglect, at the discretion of a court martial. 

Amm. "^i. Any commissioned officer convicted before a 
general court martial, of conduct unbecoming an officer and 2 
gentlemen, shall be dismissed the service. 

Arr. 79. In cases when a court martial may think it pro- 
per to sentence a commissioned officer to be suspended from 
command, they shall have power also to suspend his pay and 
emoluments for the same time, according-te the nature and 
heinousness of the offence. 

Arr 76. In all cases, when a commissioned officer is 
cashiered for cowardice or fraud, it shall be added im the sen- 
tence, that the crime, name and place of abode, and punishment 
of the delinquent, be published in the newspapers, iz, and about 
the camp, or where he usually resides, after which it shell be 
deemed scandalous for an officer to associate with him, 

ART. Tj. The commanding oficer of any pect or detaclis 
ment, in which there shall not be a number of ofticcrs adequate 
*o form & general court martial, shall, in cases which requiss the 
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angnizanee of such a court, report to the commending officer 9; 
the de partment, who shall order a court to be assembled at the 
nearest post or detachment, and the party accused, with the 
necessary witnesses, to be transported to the place where the 
snig court shall be assembled. 

Amm. 78. No person shall be sentenced to suiler death be 
Dy tire concurrence of two thirds of the members of a general 
rout martial, ner except i in cases herein expressly mentioned: 
07 vit ail moro than fits lashes be inflicted ou any ofender a 
cretion of a court martial; and no officer, | non-comiuis 
aleer or soldier, or follower of the army, shall be tried 
coad lime for the same offence. 

79 Xo person shall be liable to be tried and pur 
ished p a genera al court martis! for any offence that shall ap 
ar E kave been cominitt rad more than two Vesp aeon de 
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of huius in absent: a himself or some oiher mornifest | imp odim. nt 
shall no. have been amenable to justice within that period. 
ART. "$2 Every officer authorized to order a general 
court martial, shall bave power to pardon or mitigate any pur 
ishmon’ ordercd by suen court, ex :cept the sentence of death, o 
9f cashi fering an oficer, which in the cases he has authority (s 
arice C5) to dnd them into execution, ae may suspend, unti 
the pleasure of the president of the republic of Texas can k 
mown: which ensnension, together with copies of the procee! 
ings o; the court martial, the said | ollicer shall immediately trans 
mit to ae president for its determination; end the colonci o: 
vommnding officer of the regin ment or garrison, where any resi 
menial c? garrison court martial shall be held, May y pardon o 
iidigate any punishment ordered by ud court to be inflicied, 
mw, Sl. Every judge advocate r person offeiating i 
sich, E any general court ‘tnartial, shall : transmit, with as siu: 
pes sedition «s the opportunity of time and distance of piece cu 
«dm niu the original proccedings and eentenec of such court mor 

a (O ino secretary of war; which seid original proceeding 
and sontence, shall be carefully kept, and preserve ed in the olde: 
oi SEX] seeretary, and that the persons eniiticd thereto, may b. 
dk led e upon application to ‘the said ofice, io obtain copie 


Arr €. The party tried by any general court martial 
shail upon eom nd thereof, mado by himself, or by Suy perse. 
or persons in his behalf, be entitled to a copy of the sentene! 
"zd | proceedings of such court martial, 


o 
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Amm. 83. In cases when the general or commanding ofice: 
may order a court of inquiry to examine into the nature of any 
transaction, accusation or imputation against any officer or sol 
dier, the seid court shall consist of one or more ofücers not ex- 
ceeding three, and a judge advocate or other suitable person, 2s 
recorder, to reduce the proceedings and evidence to writing, all 
of whom shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their duty. 
This court shall have the same power to summon witnesses for a 
court martial, and to examine them on oath; but they shall not 
give their opinion on the merits cf the case, excepting they shall 
be thereto specially required. "The parties accused shell also be 
permitted to cross examine and interrogate the witnesses, so as 
to investigate fully the circumstances in the question. 

ArT 84. The proceedings of a court of inquiry must be 
authenticated by the signatures of the recorder and the presi- 
dent, and delivered to the commanding officers and the sald 
proceedings may be admitted as evidence by a court martial, in 
cases not capital, or extending to the dismission of an cificer, 
provided that the circumstances are such that real testimony 
cannot be obtained. But as couris of inquiry may be perverted 
to dishonorable purposes, and may he considered es engines of 
destruction to military merit, in the hands of weak and envious 
commandants, they are hereby prohibited, unless directed by the 
president of the republic, or demanded by the accused. 

Arr. 85. The judge advocate or recorder shall administer 
to the members the following oath: © You shall well and truly 
examine and enquire, according to your evidence, into the mab 
ter now before you, without favour, partiality, affection, preju- 
dice, or hope of reward, so help you God.” 

Arr, 86. After which the president shall administer to 
the judge; advocate or recorder the following oath: * You do 
solemnly swear that you will, according to your best abilities, 
accurately and impartially record the proceedings and the ovi- 
dence to be given in the case in hearing, sa help you God." 
The witnesses shall take the same oath as.witnesses sworn before 
a court martial, 

Anm, S7. When any commissioned officer shell dic, or Do 
killed in the service of the republic, the major of the regimen’, 
or the ofücer doing the major’s duty in his absence, or in nost or 
garrison, the second officer in command, or the assistant zer 


agent, shall immediately secure all his eff ets or equipczo then 
in camp or quarters, and shall make an inventory thorcof ond 


forthwith transmit the same to the officer of the dopaciracnt of 


30 


war, to the end that his executors or administrators may reci 
the same. 

Art, 88. When any non-commissioned officer or solda 
shall die, or be killed in the service of the republic, the tha 
commanding officer of the troops or company shall, in the pre 
sence of two other commissiondd officers, take an account of whit: 
effocts he died possessed of, above his arms and accoutremonts 
and transmit the same to the departiment of war; which si 
cliceis are to be accounted for, and paid to the representatie 
of such deceased non-commissioned officer or soldiers and in ees 
any of the officers so authorized to take care of the effec: d 
deceased officers and soldiers, should, before they have account] 
to the representatives of the same, have occasion to leave th 
regiment or post, by preferment or otuerwise, they shall, bebr 
they be permiited to quit the same, deposit in the hands of th 
commanding officer, or of the assistant military agent, all tr 
efiects of such deceased non-commissioned officers and soldier, 
in order that the same may be secured and paid to their respe 
tive representatives. 

Avr. S9. All officers, conductors, gunners, matrosses, di 
vers, or other persons whatsoever, receiving pay or hire ia tii: 
corps of artillery, or engineers of the republic, shall be governi 
by the aforeseid rules and articles, and shall be subject tob 
tried by courts martial, in like manner with the officers and et 
diors of the other troops in the service of the republic. 

Ant. $3). The officers and soldiers of any troops, wheth: 
militia or othera, being mustered and in pay of the republi 
shall at all times and in all places, when joined or acting in co: 
junction with the regular forces of the republic, be governed b 
such rules and articles of war, and shall be subject to be tr 
by 2 court martial. in like manner with the officers and soldies 
of the regular forces, save only that such courts martial shell k 
composed entirely of militia ollicers. 

Arm. 91. Allerimes not capital, and all disorders and acy 
lectis, which officers and soldiers may be guilty of, to the pige'. 
dice of good order and military discipline, though not mentiond 
im ihe foregoing articles of war, are to be taken cognizance ti 
by & general or regimental court martial, according to the nati 
and degree of the offence, and be punished at their discretion | 

Anz 92, The president of the republic shall have powe 
£o prescribe the uniform of the army. | 

Anz C3. The foregoing are to be read and published. 
once in every two months, to every garrison, regiment, treop, v 
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company; mustered or to be mustered into the service of the re- 
public, and are to be duly observed and obeyed by all officers 
and soldiers, who are or shall be in said service. 

Arm. 94. And be tt further enacted, That im time of war, ali 
persons not being citizens of, or owning allegiance to the republic, 
who shall be found lurking as spies in or about the fortifications 
or encampments of the republic, or any of them, chal) suffer 
death, according to the law and usage of nations, by sentence o: 
a court martial. 

Arr. 95. If any non-commissioned officer, musician, ot 
private, shall desert the service of the republic, he sho"), in addi- 
tion to the penalties mentioned in the rales and articles of war, 
be Hable to serve for and during such a period as shall, and may 
be tried by a court martial, and punished, although the terms of 
bis enlistment may have elapsed previous to his being appre- 
hended or tried. 

Arr. 96. Whenever a general court martial shall bc 
ordered, the president of the republic may appoint some ĝt per- 
son to act as judge advocate; and in cases where the president 
shall not have made such appointment, the brigadier general, or 
the president of the court may make the same. 

i IRA INGRAM, 

Speaker of the house of Representatinés. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


President of the Senare. 
Approved, Nov. 21, 1826. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the velief of J. Jd. Wolfe 
Resofecd, by the senate and house of rprescntatiecs of the pe- 
public of Texas, ix congress assembled, That the secretary of the 
treasury is hereby authorized to pay (out of any money im the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated) the sum of fourteen hun. 
dred and two dollars and sixty-two cents, io Mn J. MM. Wolf or 
to his legal representatives. 
TRA INGRAM, 
Spoiler of the house of « aresevtcticos 
RICHARD BELLIS, 
President pro teme of the scule. 


Approved, Nov. 30, 1836. 
© 
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SAM, HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 
Prescribing oaths ef offices 
Ee tb resolved by the senate ud house of representatives of the 
republie of Texas in congress assembled, That the following onthe 
of office, in addiiiea to the oath prescribed by the constitution, 
be taken by the secretary of state, treasury, war, and ns and 
chicf clerks ef the several departments, which several oaths shall 
be administered by the Tera of the house of representatives, 
& f do o swear (or afirm) that J will traly, honestly. 
and faithic y discharge the duties of , without favor 
or partiality, to tho best of my skill and ability. So help me 
frod, 
IRA INGRA, 
mE ter of the house of 7 rp est ndatiecs, 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President of the senate pro tin. 


Approved, Nov. $0, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 
lushorizing the pis em ni fo rorgentze the army. 

Sue. l Resoberd by the senate and house of $ repr. .Sentatice 
of the v public of Texas in congress asx mbid, That the prestacni 
of this i republic De, and is here by authorize ‘d to reorganize the 
army of Texas. in conformity with the regulations adopted by 
this government, and when such regulations are silent, in con- 
formisy with the mil itary reguiations of the United States oi 
Amie ries. 

Sue. Ze Be tt farther resulted, That all contingent miutary 
commissions heretofore amaiitcd to gentlemen. now m the United 
Sintes, for the purpose af bringing men Ina our service, shall i 
confirmed in proportion ‘to the respective number they may iu 
troctes by the tenth of anuary nez xt, either for the term of tv 
years or Toe during the war, to wit: for a recond liomienant 
owenly mom, ror 2 first lieutenant thirty men, for a captain Afty- 
ix men foro major two Lunde! ond eighty men, for a lieu 
tbnent-eclone! four hundred mon, for a colonel five hundred and 
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axty men, ane for 2 brigadier-general eleven hundred and 
éwenty men. 


eer "Pr 
V DS m ER Peet iris 
«i 


1 UN ON. 0e 
RICHARD ILU 


Approved. Nev. $0; 1836. 


AN ACT, 


d To protcet the Frontier. 

Sco d. Bed enacicd by the senate and house of iopecocxt 
tives of the vepubtie of 7 Texas, in engres asscnebled, Phat o oe 
dent be, and he is hereby required to raise, with as littic way 
as possible, a P uttalion of p. inted riflemen, io consist of ewe 
? uadred and eighty mem for the protection D tie frort5c2, to ve 
oiücered in liko manner as the balozee of the army. 


Soes 2 Beit furl: v enacted, That the te 
azid corps shall be for twelve months or upward 
shail be bouad to furnish himself with a su t 
horse, a good rifle, : Eon on brave of pistols, if they cam be vrce 
cured: and no one sail be : llowed $ to enter said corps without 
first submitting his howe e, arms, nad equipments, fo t.e inspec- 
tion of an ollicer sper cially appointed by the inspector gencral 


of the army, who shall evrtivy thet such man, | horse, and ect 
ments are fit for the service. 


Sue, 3 Be it purto enceiec, That the pay, cmeverncnta, 
end bounty of said corps shall be same as that provided for 
other corps of ies army, with this addition, that (le om of e 
teen collars per month be allowed for the furnishing of the horses 


and arms. 
n Td, 95 fF t 
SEC. so Bo d trie erected, “That the pres 
2 is hereby authorized io order ont, for the proi 
onticr, suca number or ine militia as the exigcueics of the cots 
m "- equines 
JG. D. Deg Joder crecee, That it shel] be the dui o 


ES 


the presideat to ca wise LO De vectec suen block houses, toric, und 
£y "ud ? A^ "mST. P4 ma wee > f Y r EUN 
traag Ang bouces, e QS iu his judg jGnu. GRAY OC BOCOSZQEV LO TGV! 


Tadian depreeations. 
Qe > b ^ ^R ^ PES ^ 
Sod. G. Be it fev cuced, What the provident live fam 
a T e 


i Jiu x CN ae ^A 
power, when in his opinion the exigoucies of the count 
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-"Cquiro it, to order said corps to any other point than the fron- 
Her, or to the main army. 
SEC. 4. Bod further enaciedy "That it shall be the duty ot 
the g president to enter into such negotiations and treaties as ip 
iis opinion ©, i7 coeurs peace to the. frontiers; and that he have 
power to appoint agents to reside amongst the Indians, and tha 
he be authored to distribute amongst the different tribes such 
presente os he may deem necessary, not to exceed in amount 
swenty thousand dollars. 
Sue. Q. Be dt further enacted, "T That the said corps shall be 
ander the same rales s, regulations, and restrictions of the regular 
wmy oj this rep ublic; ond should any ofücer or soldier he found 
guilty of a wilful neglect of duty or disobedience of the orders 
af his superiors, he shall be subie et to the usual pains and penol 
POR inflicted on officers and coldiers in the regalar army for like 
MICK Se 
Soe. 9 Ge d further enacted, That should a larger foree 
5e necessary, the president shall be authorig d to extend the 
aumlor co as not to exceod one regiment, or five hundred ond 


sinty men, rank and file, 
IRA INGRAM, 
Spogker of the heuce of representatives 
RICHARD BLLIS, 


Presiden’ ro tex of the Scuctce 


Approved, Dee. 5) 1836. 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


AN ACT, 
fo pocklo jor the national defence by organizing the Jul 
Soe. le Be č enacted by the conete cad hance yf vesyccento- 
seo of the vepublie of Texas dn congress ecsembled, The at every 
Tee able hedicd mole eitizon of this republic, resident TR 


bj o 


who Ís or shall be of ied age of seventcen year, and andor the 


age of tity years, (except as borcinoftos exeented,) obo) cove: — 


rally and Te be Garolled i in the militia, by the eonte 


i 
^r COM manting ofoeer of the company, within hore vom. 


uch eit Hizens hall resida and thot itin twenty days alter r> 
ceiving th oeb with his commictsn and inctraciion, AXE 


chall hereafter bo the duty of such captain or commending e deor. 


OF & compo to, enrol very Ou zeh citizen as afferconid, and al 
those who shalt from time to time arrive at the age of cerentor 


to 


+ 
? 
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je cra or belug of the cge of sovenioon 5 jon uno Ud wader thu ege 


$^ 
etsy 
el 


~ La od yt K M ^S 
we f iiy y SV OO US encept Qd velure MRES af UH cue CC RO o a 
we u TR 25M ae F =- p = Şov 1 
VW. ahis D is wound G85 wc gnall within oi days AC. li vC sgte S 
a ~~ 2 ER + vDat7d 
of eot cuzobuiant | Uy D proper COCO. Xon ~ ng Sparen 
1 ^ eM rym 


company, by who: n dach noiice may be [IU cue Loo. UVGEY 
citizen so enrolled anc nothiec, saali mum Loo Ge) REELE 
pi rovide D imsalf with a (jood musket, 3 oiled: uo Lay Loc 


^ 
ANÍM 


Ban ^ 


belt, Six lint, na SSS ck cad caricklge OTe Cows BO mouse GS 
suitable ball cartridges; or with a good i vide, y ges NT. aot 
gun, l knapsack, shot pout, powder Sera, aky acis s xo o to 
the colore c. his gun, und a half pound of powdery auc ocho 


1 
DU a 


- 

act Seo e e sS Terl | cnp a 

appear SO Qiiac i, accoutroC cu Qi AG Clg V Ve licia cashed -uu MA 
Pint set? noma, pravam 5 05 

exercise, or fa services and (iat raid arma, pianto Oly (7s -3 

j ? 2r8.. p AM ua eme lye EN 

coutvementa, belonging Co « Hizon co enrolled, shin. DO NC D. 


from all suits, seizures, or soled. 


DA . P MEN CIS 0T E — .3 5 
Sco. 2 Be d further ccc, Vhat tie vice peit as Of 
Gi aa s. "UY mon AN 
this republic, the oeer judicial a umd cnecutivos tae ... mbcva 
me ^ ce 
of bath houcse of couersc, and their clcerag ail cuin Lost? 


f 
“v r 
[4 


o(lieozo, with their clerks; all post masters, and í hoce Gn mloyed 
fa esrvping the mails Gil fesrylien oUgpioyca u$ any ITY Gn Uae 
publie ro eds all pilots: all neuem coluclly Cha ploy ycd in Ge 
28 services ‘and all poi WhO are now or mey DO R 
exempted by law, chall be aud are hereby exem icd from mieca 
duty. 


S 


3 U 
$ 
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à YA Ae. " fas fix ^ at 343 i 
d. Be d further enact, That the carolod miiie 


e o 
zall be leid ofin Civisoui origa jc3s PegineLî bat TaN 2 ond 
compa wies ‘Phe dicit Sonn, brigades, aud reghtncnts shall Do Td 
fb: Che president, aud culjecs to such Changed PILE a CM 
Cine Lo Oe deet con Teach division ghalboor “Pofiw:. 
D ICC, each origade of two regimenta GRL site. ot lt ae 


wi 

battalions, cach Dattalion of ive companies )enoh erin (f 

Cintyesour men soni: and (le: ond thet dd di 
end regi 


2 
3 
B ` ` 03 ^ P" ~ 
record i mae ^ such numbers in Sid aüjaia ae CONCEAL 3 Tal 


giments be number ea at the formation then arc g 
7 


tul when ia the f Jd or 2n the suevies of the ro e 
lirila i TIGR de, c: end * regiment, shall z« spect velp take venk aes 
corcing to € heir aumbers, rcckoniag the drst in Bunder 
iu vous 

Sea he ig e fe 


Lad 
ol ecrod c5 


2 


me ATS HE ES 
Do bbe BS go dt dd Lovat CÓ, & 


A 

Plows: ‘Po euch division, one major conor. ĉo be 

elected by the Gel. offeom of bio divtsions anc two nins 
camp, Wita raak of majoz to be appointed by che caid major 
general. ‘To each brigada, one brigadier general to bo dlected 


a 


by tho come aiconod office! 3 of big uar vi ^ omo beroe 
kienoetors t to cerve alca c 5 brigado matory with tho conk cf p 
pes one pid ICOC with $ the rank ef « co it, to to 52 CDE Gale! 
‘by s eod brio cfae gencrel. Pa cech Perime nts omn cor Tono, c^ 
Montano cn colo act; ome opo m ajen to Bo elosted by y tho moy 
bombo ps rogant end to cach commeany, one canta ein. toy 
Hantonant tc, four cergeanis, four corporals Omo Zraramor en] 
ene Ofer or baglers thet dto 2 captains ard perce of cory 
company chall. “ba elected by the membors of their vecpaetvs 
eorapanicss and thatthe PS ira cf aera c ome s sees 
be appointed, b the captains of their respective COUR monton. 
Rha” these shall. be fov is ch rogtzob6, e re, cimonte' * oit fo 
con *:4 of one adiutant and ome quarter moston to rank as Bess 
tanni; ene pay master, ome curgeon ond aceictant CAPRE O23 
scrjeant major, one drum inajor, and one fe major, to boe e 
pointed 1 by the colonel of the rama 
^0 Sw B (Ba b feril her enacted, T That i chall be’ the duty of 
zach r2nfor general, upon good cause shown, to order a a deita 
court soastiel for the triel of eren cif ond field eC3cesos cci 


i 


when the trial i ora 3e shall approve o v dicopprave of €3 
n poesis age thereof. e shall rocdve copies of pot mu [m 
the to of brige pote m "ihe ir annual reporu m d o the odi 


Due gener"; and ohall receive from the adjutant general eopic 
of requisitions of men, made by y government upon his divizion. 
Tile chall, upon notice of invasion or insurrection, emè ady t a3 
many militia as he mey think adequate te Che CLAATZERCY ECL 
ê ting in the specdicst manner to the preside nt, whose dinesticas 
dad.evtors he choll obey. Whenever the major gerer! 3077 


oes. » lo may attend at any muster or review whata aV. ec] 
apes Cyr CT 


gave ocv créers for disciplining the troops that ho, may. deca 


LL 
onpodient, 

AR 
ci 


aa mes rU the rear in quede (ey NE m M 8 ae na 
» , a > 


Posee 


naice of which shall bo de livered to the cacamending acer cf 
pr grasas, On op efc. te first doy of M zs is overs eos 


pum 


ee mall give m £o summon brigade courts martial, and c> 
point the time end place for their sitting. He shall veectyo Ca. 


prorecdings c of the said ecurts, and « approv ve or diseeprave of the 
contence ^ serco& Tt is his ecpoctel duty to receive and diga s 


cosmel ret ger made by hio ‘brigade raje Zo Visit cach regi 


* 


mant in ls an 7 Sen ones at least once in o year, on their regimcatcl 
rooster daye; and review them; and whenever he may be present 


SR 


ry 
Pd 


2 2 2 eme mamn ma 
c^ ony miter fo hio briodas to cric? Che training cod cenie 


thereof, if {he ceccolom, im his oon £320 pog a f 


uU os » ‘ ? 
fira Pa n Jeter your Te tho Qo STATS OF 


La Ub el teed ~ emo Va Mais 


= Pn 5: -3 
socias cat zeccivyo tho ron orée OE Sis genocat cf bri 


y i C 
gc eo for the Cc c? bok*nz cp aee! ane botalta ID Es 
foo the lole yeon ond hall cive o motes in wiXiug therzof to 
(bo conma Cans of battelic ons, om oF Des Be the dost car of 
Vicroh $» the yoor ja gie they ore to AL D chall be bi 
doy to attend “the ve ^Moen^ol onc battetion SDUCTOrS cod nc 
views; to oserciss his Pegimon i Marcel? « 93 all review Ooves 20 
superintend and correct the egoerei of the battler cues 
and the company muster when he may chocse £o Lo € Jo. K 
ghall be Ms duty at least : nro È $58 yon to zcoalizo ea ae 


of commandants of battalions, ond after examining and cone 


© M -3 
posing them with the rotna of the precee Mas poor enc nong 
aay casualties that may have occurred, he shell dgn them im fis 


hi Moves 
ofigial « opacity en mi yoterza thom to the mejor of brigade. C pc 
a 2 yo 
his receiving notice of savonion und ioon-reetion, it chall be bie 
Cty ÎE Rately to embcdy such force co he may ceam ecm. 


b 


tent fog the emergency: , ond give the ooclics in*oomeen “hereof 
bo the Genera’ of & diriciop Og ines 2e, Aad chek bo C Cuts to 
convene the men es of hg regiment, fo ‘lect ; proper porcons to 


2 


All vcaonelsn therein: and he may receive the cecignaties of any 


+ 


subordinate oficer in hi regiment, and chell appoint regimental 
courts martial for the trink of c2 coro within | Caci re ESTA of 
which the commandant of the regiment shall approve e» clean. 
proves 
Sco. & Patt further enacted, Tt siall be the duy of com 
mancants of battalions to seecive the written ordi of ths ccm 
mandants ef regiments for che days om which the roctmenfal 
and battalion mesters chell be appointed for the year, ant give 
a written notice thereof t to the commendamis of eom nperics 
SEL. their respective battalicna, on or kofere the lc, day of 


& 


March im every ‘year. Whey < cant exereice their battalions on 


SL! 


oe 


shear respective deya of musten £20 when Can Tay L3 Present 
at a company muster, thoy may superintend Chole ox crese if thop 
think propere They siall reesive, ezamina nad igo eticiauy, 
the returns from the commandi 2E offcears of ecmrccics, which 
they chali comprise is o rctarz cf thoir bettelion, on2 acisc any 


az D$ 
aitievonce thet may y heve ceec sree, reirrm thom to the adintant 

the regiment, i» conformity te their orders, Proy cbal 
tet esaminc the arms, aramanttion, and accoutrement of the 


corp of companies compowung their battalion, at thetr cavers 


ede fe ak Ce see 


mostera, cad choll cee thot their enrolments and client 
are correct ou P according to Tn ve 


S22. "s Bet fe thor cuc ^; That the cozamendisc ficer 
of batiaions E d give 5o those om uc COL panie, a SEA 
Som motise of the das on ou which es scgimentol end papiet 

moors sha" fall during chat years t io Walch the Dem commen) 
ont: of cc mpztios £ choll edd tho dc; yo ae ror the master of 


vuelp coup Sucied for the game yours and he shall es vid 
five days &uforwerde, to wits by the Gf day of April in ovy 
sats certificate of tho masters co ordered, to the sergeant 

vLcse duty it shall be to deliver it, or leave at at the abcde cf 
each corporal, musician, and private in the company to which 
he belongs, a a ithe written, notice, o2 or bofora the í ERs tay cf 
April ia each year. Duch commendant of c company six all bay 


Ca Lis men into tea eloc.es, for on equal routine of duty, ou 


zhan caled EPO» he shall vegin witha the Grst. lio shall Le 
observant in enrolling uli the mon within his bounds, Pose 2 
oll who mays fron; uo to time, settie or inhabit therein às Hor C. 
space of ten days. t shall be the day of the commeandent : 
ox n his company at cach of the musters thereof, agzoec ty y 
te ibe rules proscribed by congress; to inspect thatr army Ein 
and £a make an annual roturo thereo! ; ogrocubly to the form 32 

Ray rece iva, w7 skich shall be offici clly. In every case fuo ecm 
miancants of companics shall reecive and execute the orders of 
his superior officers, and conform himsel to such military rogo 
Ic!fono c3 the ser vico may vequiree 


Sue. 10. Be db further enacted, That all Heutenanty c-l 


de. er subordinate ollicers of companies, shall bo obadicat to and 

=eevic the oGeial orders cf their commandant. They aro, ta 
uc rticalar, to asist im the cxercise and orginizution "ef thelr 
companies, & and report every defalcation or Chhobedicnee in the 


government and cue reise theroof. 
THY 2 AAS 
Soe. lh Dog F lee creadh, That co much of tois fav? 03 


- 
e 


relotes to regimental aud batte clion snusters, shall not requiro the 


M nay de En NE y eb Ar 
mitts to attend znustora cíthest the counties in which ths 
^ ^ 

lives but where counties shall not cor apose c. ee gimeni o bat 
» UT 

alien n pes ab s be required; anc where a à ecunty Jal 


not i s g battalion, a company muster sh all only ‘be y? 


d 


seus S » 2 RM A * 
quired: ee “shat heze rzstez3 shal be tc the clead of 


Re ae 


the a inusters, and d additional to the sema] Gompany 


Suc. 19. Be dt further enacted, Thot it chall be the duty oi 


c mM moe I pat E y 
pba DZGSIGCT ita forthwith ¢ UG E &pporat Orne oa Pe eed): cu SWO lics 
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ants for each county; and that it shall ho the duty of the cap 

tain and lieutenants so appointed, within thirty days after their 
reception of their commissions, and a copy of this act, lo enrol 
all the citizens subject to militia duty within their countics, and 
to report a list of thoir names to the adjutant general and the 
president, accompanied with such remarks ond suc gestions in 
regard to the proper boundaries of the different reriments, bat 
talions, companies, 6c, and such other remarks as they may 
think calculated to promote the objects of this acl; and thal said 
captains and lieutenants, while co engaged in cnrolling tho citi- 
zens of their respective countics, shall receive three dollars per 
diem; and in case of their refusal to accept their commissions, 
er perform tho duties assigned them, they shall incur the penalty 
of 2 fine of one hundred dollars for cach and every offence so 
committed. 

Bo. 18. Be d further enacted, That am adjutont gencral 
ohall be appointed, with the rank of colonel, as other ficld offe 
cers; his office shall be kept at the seas of government. Aids- 
de-camp shall be commissioned by the president; their duly 
shall be to carry and execute the orders of the major or brigas 
dier gencral to whom they aro attached. ‘The brigade inenector 
shall be commissioned by the president. An adjutant and quar- 
termaster shall be commissioned by the president; it shall bo 
their duty to obey the orders of the commandants of reciments. 
The regimental surgeon and assistant surgeon, the paymaster, 
the sergeants, drum and fife majors are to conform te, and im- 
plicitly obey the orders they receive from commandants of rezi- 
ments. Judge advocates shall be appointed to the several courts 
martial hereafter ordered by said court. It shall be the duty of 
the judge advocato to take and keep safely o true statement of 
all proceedings, whether pleas, evidence or defence made bere 
a court martial, a fair copy of which he shall make oat and de- 
liver to the president, or officer ordering such court within 
twenty days after their adjournment, and to prosecute for the 
government. g 

Sre 14. Be it further enacted, That eonvio martial ehaol 
be appointed for the trial of all offencss arising from neglect of 
Auty, disobedience of orders, or disorderly ond ungentlcmanty 
behavior, ‘The president shall order gencral cov 
when he may think it necessary, where a mojor gencral shall 
preside, and be composed of cight additional members, two of 
whom choll be brigediors and the other cix field offfcora, The 
proceedings of this court shell be approved by the prevdenty 


J 


A 


Tig 


$9 tL 


i*om whose decision there can be no appeal Division cout 
martial may be appointed at the discretion of the major genera, 
where a brigadier sheJl preside, who, with six field cvlicers, shali 
compose the court, whose proceedings shall be approved or (i; 
approved, and whose sentence shall bo akirmed or reversed b 
the major general who ordered such court, subject however (uvo 
sn appeal to the president) io his inal aifirmance or revorj, 
Brigece courts martial may be appointed at the discretion of the 
hrigadiers general, where a colonel shali pres d'y who, with dg 
additional officers, to wil, two field officers and four captains at 
least, shall compose such court, whose proceedings shall be ap 
proved by the brigadier general ord ring it; subject, howeva, 
‘upon an appeal to the president,) to his final afürmouee or ry. 
versal, Regimental courts martial shall be appointed by cog 
mendants of regiments, where a field officer shall preside, wha 
with six other regimental commissioned officers, two of whom at 
least shall be captains, shall compose a court gor the triak o: e] 
ofücers below the grade of a field officer and the regiment 
dail, whose procecdings shall be approved or disapproved of by 
the commanding oficer of the regiment; subject, however, to 


an appeal to the commandant of the brigade, for a final decision | 


In the general court meriial, none shall be tried below the grade 


of a gencral officer or the general stat-—in the division ec 
martinl, noue shall be tried below the grade of a feld offiecr-- 
and ia the brigade court martial, the field officers and briged 
stuf may be tried, or a captain, for good cause shown. Upa 
vane convening of either of the courts herein directed, the pict 
dent thereof shall administer to the judge advocate the follow 
ing outh or affirmation: 5I —— do solemnly swear (or afiiriaws 


the ease may bej thet I will truly end faithtully execute thi ` 


LÀ 


okce of judge advoente to this court, co long as I remain in ofica : 


to the best of my abilities and the laws of this republie; and that 
Iwill not diselas:, or discover the opinion of any partic ular mew 
ber af this court martial I act with, unless required to give e? 
dence in a court of justices” which oath shall be deemed a eo 
petent qualification to such judge advocate while he continua 
fo gch; and tue judge advocate shall proceed to qualify the meu 
vers, by administering the following oath: © You and ench 
you, do swear (or afirm} that you will well and truly iry end 
determine, aecording to evidence, agreeably to Justice, the bet 
of your understanding, and the laws governing the ease, betwect 
(he republic of Texas aud the prisoner to be tried: and you will 
26% diselese the opinions of this court martial, where secrecy 


Gl 


may be required, until made public by the proper officer; nor 
wil you, at any time, disclose the vole or opinion of any 
particular member of this court martial, unless called anon by a 
court of justice to give evidence.” Whereupon the court shall 
proceed to the business leid before them, and adjourn from day 
to day, until it is finished; of all of which a compleie record 
shall be mado, and signed by the president and judge advocate 
or recorder, and the court shell be dissolved. Upon the diselo- 
sure of the opinions or sentence of any court martial, any person 
may, according to this act, appeal therefrom, by filing 2 written 
notice with the officer to whom the appezl is made, within thirty 
days after the sentence is published; whose duty it shall be, to 
order up before him, the proceedings of such court for a final 
decision. <Any officer, who shall have cause of complaint against 
his superior officer, shall file with the president, major gencral, 
brigadier general, or commandant of a regiment, the charges, 
certified in form, upon which an inquiry, or arrest, at discreticn 
of such superior officer, may be awarded: provided, that from the 
commencement of an arrest, a court martial shell be ordered to 
meel within thirty days, of the tune and place of which the ofü- 
cer arrested shall have at least twenty days notice. ad pro- 
vided also, that if, upon the mecting of such court, il shall appear 
thoi from the absence of witnesses, inability or sickness of the 
parties, or lor any good cause shown, a fair and impartial trisi 
could not then be had, they may adjourn the court to a fniure 
day, not exceeding sis months. A court for assessment: of fines, 
and receiving the returns of delinquents, shall be held on the 
last Monday of November in every year; a fi ld otficer of the 
regiment for which they are held shell presides wlio, with fou: 
captains, four subalterus, the regimental judge advocato, and on 
orderly sergeant, may proceed to business; but every commis- 
sioned officer in the regiment shall be con-idered a member of 
the court ex-ofüeio. This court is to cx: mine all returns icid 
before them; to have the delinquents call-d, to show cause why 
judgment should net be awarded against them, and to deliver 
the opinions of the court, in every cas% to the judge sdyceat 

who is hereby directed to make a fiir rerord thercef, Thig 
court shall also have the pow: r of cxeusirg from milites due, 
aged and disabled persons diring their discidlitv. and fo hen 
evidence, an? to determine the same. This cour che hore 
power to ad; arn fom dev ta day, t0 comin 1h io ord ines of 
absent mem tr, and when ‘heir finn ses m comple td, to- proci. 
dent and jud: advocate shail iign toe zecoro ^7 va is proceed- 


IG) 
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ings, aud the court for that year shall be dissolved: providi 
that previous to their proceeding to do any business whaterg, 
the members and judge advocate composing the said cour’, tae 
the following oath or aflirmation, to wit: * We, and cach ofta 
do swear (or affirm) that we will truly and diligently cngaie 
into and decide upon the several delinquencies reported to w, 
and decide according to law and the best of our skill und unce 
standing, without favor or the hope of reward.” 16 shall be the 
duty of any officer resigning or removing, to deliver the Tht gf 
public arms and laws that may be im his possession, to the cor. 
mandant of the regiment at the time of iis resignation orro 
moval, who shall deliver the same to the successor of such offic, 
Src. 15. Be it further enacicd, That there shall bo, ia the 
months of October or November in every year, regimental me: 
ters, at such places as the commandants uuy direct, where every 
field, staff, and regimental commissioned und non-commissioned 
otiicer, every private and musician shall ettend. There shail} 
a battalion muster in every battalion, at such placcs as the com 
mandonts may direct, in the months of Mey and October in ean 
years; each lieutenant colonel shall bo commandant of the fin: 
bettalion of his regiment, and the major of the second: wuer 
every offücor, non-commissioned officer, and private shall attent. 
There shell 5e at least two company musiers in cach year, wi 
shel] be appointed at the discretion, as to time and place, of tc 
commandants of companies, between the last day of May ezi 
the last day of November, where the commissioned, mon-ecu- 
micsioned officers, musicians and privates of cach company sho. 
attend, armed and equipped according to law. At the sever! 
musters herein directed to be held, the troops shail be exorcix] 
at leas: three hours in cach day, and no person present shall be 
exempe therefrom, cxeept from sickness, or scime suficient cocus | 
the rolls shall be called at cach muster or reviews and the č 
Raguents particularly noted by the captains of companies, bo^. 
as (o absence, arms, accoutrements, and es to a fhilure and ww 
Aal te perform tue duty required when present, Onee in evc; 
year, on such days as the commending oficer of regimente cons 
appoint, the whole of the commissioned officers, noun-conimc- 
siencd ofiteers, stall, and music belonging te e regiment, oh. 
mot at the placc (c2 holding the musiers and reviews thence) 
equipped end armed in such manner es the commandant may 
direch tc be drilled and exercised by him, ov uicer ass direcion 
which exercise and drilling shall continue for three days 2n soe 


4 ? 2 h ~ 7, 
eastons at this muster the roll shall be cali. by the commons 


63 


ant, and the delinquents noted and returned as in other musters. 
At all musters and reviews, and attendance on courts martial, 
no persons are to give impediments or disturbance, ver" OÍffi« 
cer and private shell be free from arrest (except for breacnes of 
the peace or feloay) whilst going to or returning from any re- 
view, muster, or court martial; and any person or persons, other 
than those performing military duty, who will wilfully impede or 
disturb any corps or court in their exercise OF other duty, shall 
be apprehended by the commanding ofiicer, kept under guard 
for three days, and fined not less than five dollars, nor more than 
one hundred dollars; the said sum to be paid over to the regi- 
mental paymaster. Returns shall be made by all officers com- 
manding companies, to those commanding battalions, one every 
year at least, in which shall be expressed the strength of cach 
company, and the number and kind of every sort of arms and 
equipments therein; whose duty it shall be to countersign them 
digested into battalion returns, and deliver them to the officer 
commanding the regiment, who shall cause a like regimental 
return to be made out and signed by himself, delivered io the 
brigadier general: the brigadier gencral shall cause the brigade 
inspector to digest the whole regimenial into one general brig- 
ade return; which shell be signed by the brigadier or office: 
commanding the brigade, and transmitted to the adjutant gene- 
ral, whose duty it shall be to have all such returns recorded ina 
book to be kept for thet purpose. The general of brigade shall, 
without delay, have a copy of such return made oui by ihe brig- 
ade inspector, and sent to the major general or oflicer con.mand- 
ing the division. The brigade inspectors, adjutants of regiments, 
and commanding officers of companies, shall keep books, in 
which all returns shall be duly recorded, and the eesuel occur- 
rences noted. On or before the fifteenth day of July in cach 
year, the adjutants of regiments shall receive from the con 
manding officers, the returns of delinquents for that year, who 
shall record, and deliver them to the regimental judge advoc 
at least five days before the sitting of the court for the egscs 
ment of fines, in order that ho may lay them before that bod 
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for adjudication. After the sitting of every court of assessment, 
the judge advocate shall make out two fair copies of their “roe 
ceedings, one of which he shall deliver io the regimental pay- 
masters, and the other to the brigade general; both of whom 
shall cause the same to be recorded. The regimental paymeac- 


ter shall, on or before the first day of Febreary in cech pee 


Qeliver to zs high sheriff in cach county, who shell, under the 


oi 


penalty of Bity dollars, to be recovered by the paymaster in aay 
court having competent jurisdiction thereof, receive and receipt 
ior all lists and eopies of judgments against all delinquents and 
detuulters, as adjudged by the said court of assessment, and take 
his receipt therefor; who shall thereupon apply for and receive 
she same, and levy therefor. as in other cases, if payment is 
withheld; for which the said sheriff shall receive the same fee 
and per centum as are allowed by law for the collection of tho 
public revenue. On or before the first day of September is 
every vear the said sheriff shall settle with and pay over to the 
regimental paymisier, all sums collected by him as aforesaid, 
and return upon oath an account of all insolvents and delin 
Tüucnis; recovering his commission as aforesaid, taking the scii 
paymaster's receipt therefor; an altested copy of which he shell, 
within thirty days thereafter, transmit to the general of brigade, 
and also have recorded in ihe court for the county in which he 
is sheriff; butin the case the said sheriff fail or refuse to pay and 
settle with the paymaster as aforesaid, the said paymaster may 
immediaicly proceed to recover the monies due from the said 
sheriff and his securitics. in the same manner that monies ar 
rceovered bv the counties against their public collector, —ám 
person zgsrioved by any decision of any court of assessment. 
mav make affidavit theron and lodge the same with the judg 
Advocate before the first day of February in each year, whe 
thereupon shall present the seme at the succeeding annual 
term: whereupon such grievance: shall be reheard and decided 
upon: and ir the former judgment shall be affirmed, such app 
ennt shall bs charged with füfty per cente thereon, all of which 
the judge advocate shall record. ‘The regimental pay master 
shall, before he acts as such, enter into bond with sufficient se 
enri ysin the county court, to tho president and bis successor 
in ofice. in the sum of one housand dollars, conditioned for the 
just füliülment of all the duties herein required of him, which 
bond shall not be void on ihe first recovery. and he shall elo 


tebe the following oath: “1 ue 
swear, that I wilh es paymaeter to reg. 


ment of militia. traly and honestly perform the said duty, and 
render a jusi account io the bes; of my knowledge, when calle 
apon by the law or the proper authority.” — And it shall be th: 
duty of the field officers of every regiment, to call upon ane 
scifle with the paymaster annually; and they shall record a 
return of such sctticment in the court of their county, signed by 
hemselves, at the next court after the close of such settlement 
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und the clerk shall perform such service ex-oificio, and shall alse 
sign a duplicate thereof, which shail be ma 10 the wig 
adier general commanding the brigate, Who s ali cause thi 

same to be entered of record by the brigade inspector The 
monies collected and funded with the regimental paymasier 
shall be subject to orders dr wn by the commendant ef ihe regi- 
ment, for regimental purposes, and to the orders of the major 
or brigadier general for any purpose immediately affecting the 
interest of the regiment or corps from whose paymaster the 
sum is drawn; all which orders shall be regularly ied and pre- 
served by the paymaster, as vouchers in his annual settlement, 
for all and evory duty herein specified. ‘The said paymaster 
shall receive and be entitled to ten per cent. per annum, on all 
sums actually received and paid away. It shall oe the duty or 
the adjutant general to call for any returns judged necessary by 
the president; and to furnish to each brigade forms thereof: and 
in like manner every commandant of division, brigade, or corps, 
ere to be implicitly obeyed, when they may thini it necessary 
to call for returns of heir respective commands. Ivery divi 
sion, brigade, and regiment shall be kept fully oidcored; anc 
rosters in each shall be prepared by the proper ofücer, by which 
the detail of duty shall be regulated. 

Suc. 16. Ang be it further enacted, That the presiden for 
the lime being, when he deems it necessary, shall call forta into 
the service of this republic, such a number of militia as he shall 
deem expedient; a tour of duty shall be estimated af three 
months; and, when employed in the service of the republic, ne 
militia shall be compelled to serve mere thon two tours without 
discharge. The militia, when in service, shall be governed by 
the articles of war, and tae rules and regulations adopied for 
the army of the republic, and receive the same pay and rations 
as said army. Whenever a new regiment shall l n 
the president, the field ofücers composing it shall meet and lo 
off the district into bounds for the companies; but at no tmy 
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shall e company consist of less than thirty-two privates, and if 
at any Gime a company shall be reduced to g less umber, it ehe] 
pe incorporated with tho adjoining Companies, while such dis: - 

NES exse lovory OficOP commissioned (under this law} ox 
e ua bo implicitly obeyed as such, ond shall continue 
of Mis Ed irapa for vno Spaca er PM Cues om Mio a 
Voas BASSION, unless ne removes from the district in which 
MS commond operates. All courts martial, and of assessment, 
"hall issue summons for witnesses, whe shall attend; the process 
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may be served by any constable or sheriff, and if such v itnesces 
shall not attend, without a good excuse, he shall be fined. The 
president or any ficld officer may subpana witnesses previous ig 
the sitting of the court, and it is hereby directed that the sever} 
couris possess competent powers to carry into execution the 
regulations granted or analagous to their institution. In al 
courts maral, any person to be tried may make objections fo 
any member or members composing the said court {not execed. 
ing three) peremptorily, and assign his reasons for objections te 
others; if they are such as to evince their propriety, another or 
other members shall be summoned; otherwise the court shal} 
be deemed competent oxeept the peremptory challenge. Po 
rents and guardians shall be accountable for fines of their chil 
dren, wares, Sc. who are under twenty-one years of age: ani 
itis hereby declared to every officer, non-commissioned offiecs, 
musician, and private, that the duties herein directed, are tot 
specifically and positively performed; and that cach and every 
delinquent, upon a failure therein, may be charged vith dicabs 
dience of orders. neglect of duty, or disorderly and ungentlo 
anly behaviour. l 


That courts martial xt the diserction of those directed, or i 


whose duty itisto make inquiry, be ordered to sit on such chargo: 
whose duty it shall be to cashier, dismiss from cervice, reprimand, 
or acquit those accused, and also to assess any fine herein ie 
posed, either in addition to, or abstracted from any other panic» 
ment. The pay and reward, to the commissioned and staff eC- 
ccrss for duties arising under this act, shall be as follows:— 

To the brigade inspector, for his services, to be certified by 
the brizadiers general, and paid by warrants on the treasur, 
four dollars per day. To every division judge advocato, to ti 
paid by the paymaster of the regiments composing the division 
by order of the major general, four dollars per day. ‘To the brig 
ade judge advocate, to be paid by the paymaster of the reg 
ment composing the brigade, by order of the brigadier gener 
two dollars per day. To the regimental judge advocate, to bt 
pail by the regimental paymaster, by order of the commandanh 
two dollars per day. “To the orderly sergeants aticnding any & 
ihe above courts to be paid in the same manner as the judge o? 
vecates are, two dollars per day. To the adjutants of regiment, 
to be paid by the regimental paymaster, by orders drawn by the 
commandants of regiments, four dollars per day, To each diuo 
and fife major, te be paid by the paymaster of the regiment, by 
order of the commandant, four dollars per day. ‘To all express: 
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despatched i 
aiched on military service, iv . 
d . "ad e ni 1C0, LO be IH 3 entre 
treasury, by certilicaic from z maior $ aid by warranis on the 
or cou A k t. 4 e Major general brisi 1 ” 
‘ ramen onts of regiments four d E igadier coneral 
implicated "T sy four dollars per day. — ' SOME 
mplicaie: ander this act shall be, oa eve s per day. ‘The fines 
sng PNE IY g VÀ repy 21 
e not perform the duly or duties rec ery waon general, who 
two hundred and fifiy dollars Tor & C ed, shall pay a fine of 
5 » * o +19 FITS Ci & ~ M v * 
Mi when called on, one thousand beni io perform 2 tour of 
onera Dr . she Chae PJA FE IE MES + 
g IOT neclect of his dui Toc . very brigadier 
- ; gie iis dui y, shall pay, fi y brigadier- 
mu ^8 5 , snail t QU H 
failing io) nk manner herein directed, i is o lu nd Pelton. the 
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g to perform a tour of duty , two hundred dollars; for 
and Gv dollars: for faili duty when called oa, sev D 
dolar? dolls; for failing to make annual rci 2 Seven hundred 
dollars. E ailing to review his boendo, P urns, ONC hundred 
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perform & tour of egiment, fifty dollars : MO 
- E r of duty wl , fifty dollars: for faili 
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b VER ice of musters à iundred dollars 
for not attendi nusters, one h overs: 
attending : ; , one hundred : iv ` 
lending drill M regimental muster. fifty mo Bits dollars: 
vending courts martial iv day, twenty-five d olinvs; for not aè 
g courts martial, tweniy-fve dol ve dollars; for not at 
of battalion, fo ,iweniy-5ve dollars E. ; 10r HOt nt- 
; for neglect of duty six ws. very commandant 
a tour ofdut } aty shall pay, for fai z ionoamn 
notice of n y when calledon, four hundred H - failing io perform 
exercisint nacre, one hundred dolar: $ dollars; for nc: ving 
for not S dues battalions on their days for not attending and 
"our making annual returns, tw was of muster. fifty dollars 
courts martial, o . ns, iwenty dollars; f iY GOZQFPS; 
drill musters, n r ass?ssment, twenty dol ars; for not attending 
eompauy al at er day, fifteen doll as dollars; for not silending 
a ; She aw Mh nre Ire nge n TOM biasan 
bounds. tv all pay, for failing i Mo commandent of: 
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the sum of seven dollars and fifty cents; for not giving notice of ' 


musters and courts martial, twenty dollars. Every private who 
fails to appear ei any muster shall, for each offence, pay five 
doliars. Any officer, who shall appear at any parade, and re 
fuses to do the duty required of him, shall pay a fine of fifty do. 


lars. Any non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, who : 


attends any parade, and refuses to do the duty required of him, 
shall pay double the fine for non-attendance. Every non-com. 
missioned officer or private, who attends the parade at any mus 
ter, and does noi bring arms and accoutrements, shall be fined 
ive dollars, unless it shall appear to the court of assessment that 
such private is unable to provide such arms. For failing to pes 
form a tour of duty when called on, one hundred dollars. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of ihe house of representatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 6. 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION, 
For the relief of William Bryan. 

Sue. lo Be dt vesofced by the senate and house of representation 
4j the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the secretary 
of the treasury, under the direction of the presi^ent, be, and he 
is hereby authorized to pay, out of the first available meam 
which may be at the disposal of this government, all the debts 
and lawful demands against this government, now owned by 
William Bryar, Esge of New Orleans, or for which the c 
Bryan is im any way liable, to any individuel or individual, fr 
er on accourt of this government. 

Sue. 9, Be it further resolved, That the president be, az! 
he is hereby authorized to place in the hands of said Willies 
Bryan, cg. amd authorize him to sell a sufficient quantity ef 
Land Scrip to pay all the demands named in the foregoing vec 
lution, and that he instruct him to apply the proceeds of the co^ 
of said scrip to that special purpose: provided; that said senp 
shell not be soll a£ a less price than fifty cents per acre; aul 
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that the said Bryan be required to file, in ite w of the secre- 
f the treasury, proper vouchers for all said debts. 
tary of the treasn? PRPS IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representative. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the scnete. 


Approved, Dec. 6, 1836. 
BN TES SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT, 
Compensating officers of the civil list. 

Suc. le Be tt enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of "Tezas, in congress assembled, That the following 
shall be the compensation allowed to the officers of the civil 
list:— 

President, with house furnished, ten thousand dollars. 

Vice President, three thousand dollars. 

Secretary of State, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Secretary of Treasury, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Secretary of War, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Secretary of Navy, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Attorney General, three thousand dollars. 

Posi Master General, two thousand dollars. 
Commissioner General of the Land Office, three thousand 
dollars. 

Chief Clerks of departments, on? thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

Treasurer, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Auditor, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Chief Justice, five thousand dollars. 

Associate, or District Judges, three thousand dollars. 

Members of Congress. per diem, five dollars. 

Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives, per diem, coven 
dollars. 

President pro tem. of the Senate, while acting as such p 
diem, seven dollars. v 

Milage for members of congress, for every twenty-five miles 
going and coming, five dollars. 

The members and officers of the Consultation that se 
San Felipe in October and November of the last yerr, thol) re- 
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ceive the same compensation end milage as the members ani 
officers of the present congress. 

Chief Clerks of both houses, per diem, six dollars. 

Foreign Ministers, four thousand five hundred dollars outhi: 
ive thousand dollars salary per annum. 

Consuls, perquisites. 

Secretary of Legation, two thousand dollars. 

Assistant Clerks, per diem, six dollars. 

Reporter, pe" diem, eight dollars. 

Sergeant-at- Arms, per diem, five dollars. 

Translator for Congress, per diem, five dollars. 

Door Bepo per diem, five dollars. 

Snc. 9, Be it further cnacied, That the heads of department 
be furnished with offices, stationary, fuel, lights, &c., at the ex 
pense of government. 

Suc. 3. Be it further enacicd, That no portion of the above 
salaries, or pay of membcrs of congress, shall be allowed except 
in equal ratio with the payments made the officers and soldier: 
of the army and navy. Provided, however, that this section 
shall not extend to the reporters and clerks of either house o! 
congress, or to the clerks of any of the departments of the ge- 
vernment, or the translato? and interpreter, the sergeant-at-arms 
and the decor keepers of either house of congress. 

SEC. 4. Ind bs it fuvth or enacted, That all seerptarics of 
legation be excluded from the operation of the third section of 
this act, 

IRA INGRAM, 

Speaker of the house of vepresentatioess 
RICHARD ELLIS, 

President pros lento of the senate 


Approved, Dee. 9. 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, 
VELAMEN LAN R " is PE " ^J P4 ono! 
Roine iof one leag and labor of Land to sicher? Do ddenai: 
and ethers, on the cast end of Galveston Island. 
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Sco. 1. Bedi creetrd by the scraie and house of represent: 
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git, title, and claim which the government of Texas nas to ont 


eaguc and one labor of land, lying and situate on, and including 
4e 
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e eem D 


end of Galveston Island. be, end the same is hereby re 


Pi 


linquished, in favor of Michael B. Menard, and such associates 
as he may hereafter include, and all the right, title, and interes! 
which the government of Texas now has in, and to said land, is 
hereby vested in the said Michael B. Menard, and sich asso- _ 
ciates as he may hereafter include: Provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall affect the vested rights of third persons, 

Suc. 9. Be it further enacted, That the president shail issue 
to the said Michael B. Menard, and such associates as he mas 
include, a quitclaim title to said land, in the name of the repub- 
lic of Texas. 

Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, That no quitelaim title shall 
be issued by the president, until the receipt of some authorized 
agent of Texas shall be deposited in the office of the s cretary 
of the treasury; acknowledging the receipt, from the said Michael 
B. Menard, of fifty thousand dollars in cash, or approved accept- 
ances in New Orleans. 

See. 4. Be it further enacted, That should the said Menard 
pot pay, or cause to be paid, to some au horized agent of Texas 
in New Orleans or saonuc, 22 sativa of thirty thousand dollars is 
cash, or approved acceptances, by the first day of February 
next, in the city of New Orleans, then and in thet case, this act 
shall be considered a dead letter, and no such right or title shall 
vest in the said’ Menard or his associates, execpt at the option of 
the government, which shall be manifested by the acceptance or 
rejection of said thirly thousand dollars, as aforesaid, after that 
time; and a special pledge is retained on the property for the 
faithful payment of the further sum of twenty thousand doller, 
and which if not paid within two months after the first payment 
of thirty thousand dollars, the government shell have the right 
to pay back the thirty thousand dollars, and declare thie act a 
dead letter. 

Suo. 5. Be i further enacted, That the government of 
Texas reserves to itself, all that tract of land from the otremo 
east end of the Island of Golveston running west on the north 
side of the Island until it strikes a Bayou a short distances: above 
the present fort, thence up said Bayou to its source, thence in a 
straight line across the Island to the Gulf, containing {cen 
acres more or less; also one block of lots in a suitable port of 
the town for a Custem Houscand other public uses, to be selected 
by an agent to be appointed by the president for that purpose; 
to be selected on or before the first day of public sale of lots at 
that place. " 


SEC. 6. Be d further enacted, That if the seid M. D. Me- 
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nard and his associates should fail to comply with the requisition 
nf this act, they shall forfeit and pay to the government of Tega; 
cen thousand dollars, recoverable in any court having cognizanc 
ver the same. 

Sue. "7. dnd be it further enachd, That David White of 
‘he city of Mobile be, and is hereby appointed a special ager | 
‘oearry into effect the provisions contained in the fourth sectio 


of this act. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of represeniatize-. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro tem. of the senate. 


ipproved, Dee. 9. 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT, 
-deapting e Netional Scal and Standard for the Republie of Tus. 

Snc. lo Be tt enacted by the senate and house of represa | 
‘tees of the republic of Texas in congress asscmbled, That for ty 
future the national soul of this republic shall consist of a singe 
star, with the letters “ Republic of Texas,” circular on said seal 
which said seal shall also be circular. 

Suc. 2 Be it further enacted, That for the future ther 
«hell be a national fag, to be denominated the 5 National Stand 
ard of Toxas,” the conformation of which shall be an azar 
ground, with a large golden stor central. 

Sue. § Be i further enacted, That the national flag for th 
naval service for the Republic of Texas as adopted by the pret 
dent at Harrisburg on the ninth day of April, eighteen hunde 
and thirty-six, the conformation of which is maion blue, star cor 
tral, thirteom stripes prolonged, alternate red and white, bo 
and the same ts hereby ratified and confirmed, and adopted e 
‘he future national flag for the navel service for the Republi 
off Posed 

Suc. 1. And be tt further cnactcd, That this act shall tol 
feet and be in force from and after ils passage. 

TRA INGRAM, 
Speaker af the kouse of representatives 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro temo of the senate, 


Approved, Dec. 10, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON: 
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AN ACT, 
Establishing an slgeney in the city of Mobile. 

Src. l. Be it enacted by the senale and house of representaiives 
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That froin and after 
the passage of this act, that there shall be, aud is hereby estab- 
lished, an agency in the city of Mobile, in the state of Alabama. 
United States of America. 

Suco 2 Be it further enacted, That David White, of the 
city of Mobile, is hereby made the agent of the government of 
‘Texas. The said agent be and is hereby fully authorized to dis- 
pose of land scrip, at not Jess than fifty cents per acre; the pro- 
ceeds of which shall be applied exclusively to the benefit of this 
government. 

See, 3 Be tt father enacted, That the president of this 
republic be, and is hereby required to deliver over to the said 
agent, scrip to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars, in 
due form; and the said agent shall be responsible to this govern- 
ment for the nett proceeds of the sale of all serip whieh he mas 
receives and it shell be his duty to report monthly to the presi- 
dent of this republic, all his transactions in ony manner touch- 
ing his agency. f ' 

BEC. f. Be it further enacted, That the seid agent shall re- 
ceive, as a compensation for his services, five per cent. on all 
monies received, and disbursements two and one half per cent, 

BEC. De led bo it Further eneeted, That if, in the opinion of 
the president of this republic, our commissioners should succoed 
in making a negotiation, or negotiations to a suflirient amount 
af money to defray the expenditures of this government, then, 
and in that case, the president of this republic is authorized and 
required forthwith to stop the salo of said scrip by said agent. 

IRA INGRAN 
Speaker of the house of representaties 
MAICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro tene of the sercec. 


Appreved, Dee. 10. 1836. : 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, 
Id firang the pay of Mounted Riflemen, now and hercafter in the 
ranging service on the Frontiere 

Snc. lo Be i enacted by the senate and house of vi prescate. 
tixs of the rpublie of Texas, in congress assembled, That cach 
and every meunted riflemen, who has entered the ranging sw. 
vicc, and not otherwise provided for, be, and is hereby entitled 
to twenty-five dollars per month as pay, and the same bounty o 
land as other volunteers in the feld. 

Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the pay of officers ig 
the above service shall be as follows: a captain shall be entille] 
to receive seventy-üve dollars per month, a first lieutenant shall 
receive sixty dollars per month, a second lieutenant, fifty dolin 
per month, and the orderly sergeant, forty dollars per month; 
the said officers shall also be ontitled to the same bounticso 
lend as officers of the same grade and rank in the volunteer army, 

Suc. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That all officers and at 
dicrs, who have veen actually engaged in the ranging servie 
since July 1835, shall be included in this act, and shall receiv , 
pay for the time he is in service. 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of x presentations 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


Perside nt pro tems of the senate. 


Approved Dec. 10, 1836 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Eer the relief of ecrtata Persons. 
Resuloed, by the senate and house of vcpresentatives of the vigo 
lie of Tenas, im congress assembled, That the president be a: 
thorized and required to take such measures as in his judgment 
will effect the release or redemption ef our unfortunate prie 
ers, captured by and in the possession of hostile Indians, said t 
be on the waters of Red River, either by calling for and sent 


58 
ing volunteers against soid Indians, or by purchase, treaty, o 


otherwise. IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of represe nili a 
RICHARD ELLIN, 


President pro iem. of the s rules 


\ red, Dec. 10, 1830. . 
RE i ^ SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
bor the relief of Jilessrs. AP Kinny and H illias. 

Sec. d. Resolved, by ihe senute and house af representatie. 
af the republic of Texas, in congress assembli d, That the president 
be, and he is hereby authorized and required to appoint 2 come 
missioner for the purpose contemplated in the lth art.cle of the 
charter of the Dank of Agriculture and Commerce, granted te 
Samuel (f. Williams, by the legislalare of the state of Coahuila 
and Texas, in April, 1935, in order thet the parties may exercise 
and enjoy their privileges under suid act. u 

Sec. 9, Be iè further resolved, That the secretary of the 
treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered io ne 
gotiate a loan from any bank or banks that may be established 
in this republic, of suffcient amount for the payment of a.l jusi 
claims held by Messrs. M’Kinney aud Williams against this gov- 
ernment; and that should the secretary succeed in negotiating 
atid loan, then he shall give notice to Messrs AU Kinney and 
Williams, to produce their accounts properly authentiented for 
settlement; and if, on inspection, said accounts be properly at 
thenticated, then the secretary of tho treasury shall forthwith 
proceed to discharge siid secount: provided, that if the secretary 
of the treasury should citet such loan, that he stipulate in the 
face of the bond or bonds which he may execute to said bani, 
on this government,.that the notes of said bonk shall be recor 
erable in discharge of said bond or bonds, 

_ IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of vepresentatiees. 
RICHARD ELLIN, 


President pro tem» of the senate. 


Approved Dee. 10, 1830; 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
luthovizing the President to negotiate o Loan for twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Suc. I. Resolved, by the senate and house of representative: 
af the eepublic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the president 
be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to borrow 
twenty thousand dollars, tor the purpose of purchasing ammuni. 
tion and munitions of war; and that he be authorized to stipu- 
late for such an amount of interest, payable at such time, as he 
may be best able to contract for; and that the principal shall 
he redeemed at such time as may be agreed on. 

Suc. 2 Be it further wm soloed, That the president is hereby 
authorized to sell sufficient land scrip to raise the said sum oi 
twenty thousand dollars, presided, that in procuring said twenty 
thousand dollars, no lands shall be sold for less than fifty cent. 
per acres 

Suc. do «Ind be it further resoleed, That all islands belong- 
ing to this republic shall be, and are hereby rcserved for the 
government usc, excepi the president be authorized specially 
hy congress to sell them. 

IRA INGRAM, 
Npcastr of the ha iso of represcntativis. 
$4 RICHARD ELLIS, 
Preside nt pra bite of the senate. 

Approved, Dec. 10, 1836. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS, 
lutharizing the Presid: nt to issue Scrip to the amount of five duc 
dred thousand clerves o£ Lande 
Sec. L. Resolved, by the senate and house of representative: 
of tne mpeblic of Tesas in caugriss assimbicd, That the president 
be, aud he is hereby authorized and required to sign land scrip 
to the amount of five hundred thousand acres, and tranemit the 
some to Thomas ‘Tevy of New Orleans, for the purpose of being 
sold: provided, that said scrip shell noi be sold for a less sum 
than fifty cenis an acre: and further provided, that should the 
bonds of this government, to the amount of five hundred thou 
send dollars, be previously sold, then, and in that case it shall 
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be the duty of oe to recall said serip, and forbid the 
further sclling of the same. 
m Suc. 2. à ind be if further resolved, That the said Toby, with 
the proceeds arising from the sale of said scrip be, and is héreby 
authorized and required to fulfil all legal obligations into which 
he may have entered as agent of this government, on the faith 
of the authority given him by the president * ad interim,” for the 
selling of land scrip; and that he be authorized and required to 
pay all legal debts contracted on the faith of the same. 
IRA INGRAM, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 

RICHARD BELLIS, 
President pro lei. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. 10, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Be it resolved by the senate and house of rcpresentatices of 1 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That it shell be, and is 
hereby made the duty of the heads of departiments, composing the 


io 


the navy, of the treasury, and of the attorney general of the re- 
public, to reside permanently at the seat of governmonl of th 


and to give respectively and collectively, such needft! cid end 


counsel whenever required so to do by the chief magistrate of 
the republic, as may be requisite 10 o Arm, wholesome and har. 
monious administration of the government. : 
IRA INGRAM 
X SE bY avg 


Speaker ef the house of vaprescatctivos. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
+ Da : 


Presidcist pro &a» OF (o SCRA. 
Approved, Dee. 13, 1836, 


SARI. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT, 
For the relief of Ars, Mary Millsaps. 

Suc. l. Be iè enacted by the senate dnd house of representa. 
ere of the republic of Texas in congress aescmbled, That any ot 
"he quartermasters or commissaries to whom Mrs. Mary Mill. 
saps may apply, shall be, and are hereby authorized to fornia: 
said Mary Millsaps and family with all the provisions and cloth. 
‘ng necessary to their comfort; and if the quartermasters or com- 
missaries to whom said Mary Millsaps shall apply, have not sucl; 
necessaries in possession, he or they shall be, and is hereby ac 
horized to purchase them on the account of the government, 
ind render an account of the same to the seeretary of th 
*PensUry. 

” IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of Repres atation. 
RICHARD ELL IS, 
President pra tem. of the Senate. 


ipproved, Dec. 15, 1820. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


AN ACT, 
Locating temporarily the seat of governim nt. 


Sree d. Be it enacted by the senate and house af represents: 
"ves of the republic of. Tezas, in congress asscinbled, That from and 
after the first day of April next, the seat of government for the 
republic of Texas shall be established at the town of Houstea, 
on Buffalo Bayou, until the end of the session of congress which 
shall assemble in the year one thousand cight hundred and forty, 

Sue. 2. Be eb further nachd, "hat the president be, and 
he is hereby authorized to cause to be erected a building suite 
dle for the tempora ry accommodation of the congress of the rè 
publie, and such other buildings as may be necessary for the ac 
commodation of the difforent dopariments of the government, at 
‘he said scat of government: provided, the sum or sums so ex 
pended shall not exceed fifteen thousand dollars. 

See. 3. dad be d further enacted, That the seat of gov cm 
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ment as aforesaid, shall be located during the present session of 
vongress, by joint vote of both houses. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President of the senate pro tcn. 
Approved, Dec. 15, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, 
To establish and organize the Supreme Court, and to define the 
powers and jurisdiction thorcof. : 

Suce le Be dt enacted by the senate and house af representa 
aves af the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That there 
shall be established in this republic a court, to be styled the 
Supreme Court of the Republic of Texas, which court shall con- 
sist of one supreme judge, to be styled the Chief Justices to be 
elected by joint voto of both houses of congress, and euch judges 
as shall be elected judges of the district courts, who shall con- 
tinue in office during the time prescribed by the constitution. 
The chief justice shall receive a salary of five thousand dollars 
per annum, payable semi-annually at the treasury of the republe. 

Sree 9, The supreme court shall be held annually at the 
trat of government, on the first Monday in December, and a 
majority of all the judges shall he mecessary to constitute such 
vourt. 7 

Nme 3. The suid supreme court shall hove jurisdiction 
over, and shall hear and determine all manner of pleas plaints, 
motions, causes, and controversies, civil and criminal, which may 
be brought before it from any court in this republic, cithe? by 
appeal or other legal process, and which shall be cognizable in 
said supreme court according to the constitution and laws of tis 
republic: provided, that no appeal shall be granted, nor shall any 
cause be removed into the eupreme court in any manner thate 
ever until after final judgment or decree in the court below, om 
cept in cases particularly provided for by daz. 

Suc i. When by appeal, or in any other manner pornit 
ted by law, the judgment, sentence or decrece of the court below 
shall be reversed, the supreme court shall proceed to render such 

Gulgment, or pronounce such sentence or decree as the eours bo- 
Jow moul have rendered or pronounced, except it be necessarv. 
3 Y ird 
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;n consequence of the decision of the supreme court, that some 
matter of fact be ascertained, or damages be assessed by a jury, 
or when the matter to be decreed is uncertain, in either of which 
cases the, suit, action, or prosecution, as the case may be, shali 
be remanded to the court from which it was brought for a more 
definite decision. 

Sec. 5. When a final judgment or decree shall be rendered 

'» pronounced im any cause brought before the supreme cour 
by appeal or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the clerk of said 
court to certify the final judgment or decree to the clerk of the 
court from which such cause was brought, within twenty days 
after the adjournment of the supreme court ot which such find 
judgment or decree was rendered or pronounced, together with 
a billof all costs which shall have accrued, and damages, if any 
assessed in the said supreme court, and it shall be the duty of 
every clerk of the court from which such cause was removed, or 
receiving such certificate, to issue executions on such tinal judg- 
ment for the purpose of having it carried into effect, im the sie 
manner as though ithad been rendered in the court below. 

Suc. 6. The sentence of the supreme court in all erimina 
prosecutions brought before such court from any other courts 
shall be executed in like manner in all respects as if such ser 
cence hed been rendered in the court wherein the prosecution 
originated, und the sheriff of the proper county shall be charg: 
with the ezetution of such sentence. 

Sece 7. Im all cases taken to the supreme court, in ces 
she copy of the record im the cause below shall not be filed with 
the clerk of the supreme court, on or before tbe first day of te 
term to v hich such esse was taken or returnable, it shall be inv- 
ful for the court, on motion of the defendant in appeal and a: 
producing a copy of the citation duly served on the defendant 
to dismiss the cause, but the same may be reinstated at any tin. 
during the term, if good « «use be shown to the satisfaction of t: 
cour why. a copy ofthe record was not filed in aue time, 

Sree S, The seid court, or any judge thereof, in vacation 
mey Gront-werits of injunction, supeisedcas. und such other writ: 
as the [ovws.permit to the judgements or decrees of the count; 
or district courts, on such terms aud conditions as the laws moy 
preceribe im cases of appeals, and also to grant writs of habeas 
corpus, end-all other remedial writs and process granted bv seid 
judges, by virtue of their office, agreeably to the principles and 
usages of law, returnable as the law directs, either 7o the suprem 


A 


n 


e 


zfs 


court or before aij jüdge of said court, as the nature of the case 
may require. E 

|^ Sec. 9. In all cases of appeal to the supreme court, the 

rial shall be on the facts as found by the jury in the court be- 
low; and if the facts should not be stated in a manner suiuiciently 
full and clear to enable the supreme court to give iis judgment, 
then and in that case the said court shall remand the said cause 
io the proper court for a new trial, in order that the facts may 
be fully and elearly established, and this act shall be construed 
to extend to appeals taken to the superior courts of Texas, as 
established by the law of eighteen hundred and thirty-four, 
which cases remain yet undecided, 

Suc. 10. For the said supreme court, one clerk shall be 
appointed in the following manner: in term time the appoint- 
nent shall be made by an order entered of record in the proceed 
ings of the court, and the person so appointed, before ihe enters 
on the duties of his office, shall take the oath prescribed im the 
constitution in open court, end shall enter into bond with two 
securities, to be approved by the court; payable to the president 
of the republic aud his successors in office, in the penalty of 
twenty thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance 
of the duties of his office; and that he seasonably record the 
judgments, decrees, decisions, and orders of the said court, and 
deliver over to his successor in ofice all records, minutes, books, 
papers, and whatever belongs to his said office of clerk, which 
bond shall be recorded in the cleriz’s office of said couri, and im- 
mediately thereafter be deposited in the oflice of the secretary 
of state, and shall be void on the first recovery, but may.be put 
in suit and prosecuted by the party injured, until the amount 
thereof be recovered; in vacation the appointment shall be made 
by the chicf justice, and the person so appointed shall give bond 
and security, and take the oath as above prescribed, which bond 
shall be recorded and deposited in the same manner as though 
the appointment had been made in term time, and may be prose- 
cuted and put in suil in like manner: an authenticated copy, of 
stid bend shall be received in evidence in any court in this re- 
public in the same manner as the original would be if i$ were 
present in court. 

Sec. ll. The suid clerk shail hold his ofice yor the term 
of four years from his appointment, but may be removed there- 
from for neglect of duty or misdemeanor in office. by the supreme 
court, on motion of which, the clerk against whem complaint is 
made. shall have ten days previous notice, specifying the pari- 
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cular negligence or misdemeanor in office with which he stani, 
charged, and in every such case the said court shall determin. 
both the law and the fact; and whenever the necessity cecum, 
the supreme court may appoint a clerk pro tempore. 

Sec. l9. ‘The successor in office of any clerk shall rece; 
into his possession, all papers, books, stationary, did every thing 
belonging to the said office; and should the person or person, 
having possession of the same, refase to give them up on demand 
made, it shall be the duty of the clerk to give information theres 
to the attorney general, who shall prosecute such person or pep 
sons, in the name of the republic, before any court having juris 
diction of the same, and on conviction the person so offending 
shall be fined in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for the use of 
the republic. 

Suc. 13. Lf any clerk of the supreme court shall knowingly 
make any false entry or change any record in his keeping he 
longing to his office. every such clerk, so offending, shall, on 
conviction thereof, be fined and imprisoned at the discretion 
of the court, and shall also be liable to the action of the park 
aggrieved. 

See. li. The clerk of the said court shall carefully pre 
serve the transcripts of records certified to his court, and all pa 
pers relative thereto, dockcting all causes brought by appeal or 
otherwise, in the order he shall receive them, that they may M 
heard in the same course, unless the court, for good cnuse shown 
direct any to be heard out of its term; and shall faithfully rece! 
the decision and proceedings of said court, and certify the same 
to ihe proper courts, and all causes shall be tried by the seii 
supreme court at the return term, unless satisfactory cause can 
De shown for a continuance. 

Suc. 15. The clerk of the district court shall receive and 
pay to the clerk of the supreme court, all costs that may have 
accrued in the supreme court in any cause or controversy which 
may have been brought into the supreme court from such disttid 
court, wherein a final judgment or decree shall be rendered, and 
any clerk failing to pay such costs on demand, after he shel 
have received the same, may be proceeded against by motion in 
the supreme court in the same manner that shoriffs may be pre 
seceded against for money received on executions, 

Sue. 1G. A certified copy of the bond required by law to 
be given by the appellant or plantiff in the appeal, shall bo 
transmitted by the clerk of the court below, with a transcript of 
che record of the cause in which such appeal was taken, or which 
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may be taken in any other way to the supreme court; and in 
case the judgment or decree of the court below shall be affirmed, 
or the appellant shall foil to prosecute the seme to effect, the 
supremo court shall enter up judgment or decree against all the 
obligors in such bend, both principal and security for the debt, 
damages, and costs which may be adjudged to the appellee; and 
it shall be the duty of the court below, on the certificate of the 
clerk of the supreme court, to issue executions thereon accord- 
ingly. 

Sec. 17. In all cases decided by the supreme court, the 
judgment or deeree of the court shall be pronounced publicly. 
with the reasons of the court for the same. 

Sec. 18. All writs and processes issuing from the supreme 
court shall bear test of the clerk of such court, and shall be un- 
der the seal of said court and signed by the clerks thereof, and 
may be directed to the sheriff or other proper oflicer of any 
county in the republic, and shall be by him executed according 
io the commands thereof, and returned to the court from which 
they emanated; and whenever such writ or process shall not be 
executed, the clerk of said courtis hereby authorized and required 
to issue another like writ or process upon the application of the 
party suing out the former writ or process; and when any per- 
son, plantiff or defendant, in any suit depending in the said 
sourt, shall be dead, it shall be lawful for the clerk of the said 
court, during the recess of the court, upon application, to issue 
proper process, to enable the court to proceed to a final judg- 
ment or decree in the names of the representatives of such de- 
ceased person. 

Sze. 19. The said court may adjourn from day to day, or 
for such longer period as they may think ncecesury to the ends 
of justice and the determination of the business before them; 
and there shall be no discontinuance of any suit, process, matter, 
or thing returned to of depending in the suprome court, although 
a suficient number of judges shall not attend at the commence- 
ment, or any other day of the term; but if a suideient number 
shall fail to attend at the commencement of any term, or at any 
time during the term, any judge of the said court, or the sheriff 
attending the same,.may adjourn the said court from day to day 
for six days successively; at which time, if a majority of the 
judges do not attend, it shall be the duty of the judge or sherif 
to adjourn the court to term in course. 

Suc. 20. No judge of the supreme court shall sit in any 
rause wherein he is directly or indirectly interested. or if ha 
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shali have been of counsel for either party in such cause; by 
although one or more of the judges of the supreme court be ip 
terested in the event of any suit, matter, or thing, dependip; 
therein, the samo shall be finally decided by the other judges i 
there be a number of judges not so -nterested sufficient to co. 
stitute a court; and in ease a majority of said judges shall be. 
terested in any cause depending in said court or of any hindi 
either party within the third degree, it shall be the duty of d; 
rongress to appoint, by joint resolution, one or more pera 
learned in the law to supply the places of the judges so interes, 
ed, who shall hear and determine all such causes. 

Sue. 2l. Whenever the supreme court shall be equi. 
divided in opinion, on hearing any appeal or other matter, d 
iudgment or decree of the court below sball be affirmed. 

Sue. 22. The sheriff of the county in which the supreme 
‘ourt shall be held, shall be the sheriff of said court, and shell 
attend the same with a sufficient number of deputies accordingly: 
and the sheriff and his deputies shall be bound to perform tl 
duties of such. 

Sno. 23. The supreme court shall have power to punt, 
any person for a contempt of such court: provided such puni. 
ment shall not exceed, for each contempt, a fine of one hundred 
dollars, and imprisonment for six days. 

Suc. 24. The chief justice shall cause to be procured 
-seal for the use of the supreme court, with the style of the & 
preme Court around the margin in circular form, with a store 
live points in the centre. 

Sc. 25. The chief justice and the district judges shall be 
sworn into office by any one of the primary judges heretofor > 
appointed by law. 

Sue. QU. dnd be it further enacted, That the supreme coun 
shall have power from time to time to establish rules of proce 
ing for the government of said courts, and in the several disk! | 
courts in this republic: provided such rules be not inconsistes: 
with the constitution and laws of the republic. } 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house af representative. 
RICHARD JSLLIS, 


President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, Dec. 15, 1826. 
SEs ; SAM, HOUSTON 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS, 
For the relief of Ge & T. H. Borden. 


Suc. |. Be it resolved, by the senate and house of vepres: nmi 
tives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the 
resident be, and he is hereby authorized to issue an order on 
David White, for the sum of two thousand two hundred and 
thirty-eight dollars twenty-seven cenis, in favor of G. & T. H 
Borden; and that such order; bearing legal interest, be received 
as cash, and paid by David White, as agent of Texas, out of any 
money he may have or receive for the repubiic of Texas. 

Suc. 9. And be it further resolved, That the full amount of a 
contract between the Messrs. G. & T. Hi. Borden, on the one 
part, and a joint committee of both houses on the other, the date 
of the first payment terminating on ihe eleventh instant, and 
amounting to two thousand six hundred and sixty-two dollars 
fifty-six cents, be liquidated in the manner aforesaid, 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of vepresentativcs. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro teme of the senate. 
ippreved, Dec. 15, 1836. 
SAM, HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, - 
Making appropriations for paying the expenses of the government o£ 
Texas 

Sec. le Be dt enacted by the senate and house of representatives 

af the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That there is here- 
by appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the follozing sums of money, for defraying the 
‘expenses of the government,in purt, for the years 1880 and 
1897, to wit: For defraying the expenses- of the navy, one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars; for the expenses of the army, 
sever hundred thousand dollars; for the cxecutive and civil de- 
partments of the government, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, making an appropriation of one milion of dollars; which 
said one million of dollars, the secretary of the treasury is hereby 
authorized and required to pay out of the treasury, out of any 

money therein, not otherwise appropriated by law. | 
Suc. 2. And be # further enacted, That if there should be 
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no monies in the treasury when the same may be demanded a, 
cording to law, of the secretary of the treasury, then and in thy 
case he shall issue scrip to the person or persons lawfully entitle 
to the same. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro tent. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 15, 1836. | 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, ] 
Establishing regulations end instructions for the government of t 
navel service of Teras. 
OFFICERS IN GENERAL. 

Arr. 1. Every officer is to repair to the squadron or ves 
to which he shall be appointed, without delay after receivin; ° 
orders. : í 

ArT 29, Every officer, from the time of his joining th 
squadron or vessel to which he shall be appointed, to the tim 
of his removal, is to be constant in his attention to his duty: 
never absenting himself, except on public service, without th: 
consent of his commander, nor shall he remain out of the vesa 
during the night, nor after the setting of the watch, withor 
having obtained express permission to that effect. 

Aint 3, Every officer is directed to wear his uniform c 
all times while on public service, and it will be the duty of com 
manders and others to prevent any change whatever from being 
made in that which now is, or hereafter may be established i 
the navy. 

Ang do Every officer is to conduct himself with propa 
respect to his superiors, and to show every respect and attentis , 
to those under his orders, having a duc regard to their situato 
and invariably to deport himself in every situation so as tek 
an example of morality, regularity, and good order, to all pe? 
sons attached to the naval service. He will observe attentively 
the conduct of all under his command, encouraging and cec 
mending the meritorious, and censuring, punishing, or reporlic3 
to his superiors the misconduct of those whe may deserve it. 

Arr. 5. If an inferior shall be oppressed by his supe? . 
or observe any misconduct in him, he is not to fail in his respet 
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towards him, but he is to represent such oppression or miscon- 
duct to the captain of the vessel, or to the commander of the 


squadron in which he serves, or to the secretary of the navy in 


writing. LL . 
Anm. 6. Every officer is sirictly enjoined to avoid all um- 


necessary expenditure of money or stores belonging to the pab- 
lic, and as far as may depend on him, to prevent the same in 
others. . tI 
Arr. 7. Every officer is strictly enjoined to report io his 
commander, or to the secretary of the navy, as circumstances 
may require, any neglect, collusion, or fraud discovered by him, 
in contractors, agents, or other persuns employed in the supplying 
of vessels with provisions or stores, or in executing any work in 
the naval department, either on board vessel or on shore, whe- 
ther or not such provisions or stores are under his own charge, 
or such work under his own inspection, or that of any other offi- 
cer. But in making such representations he will be held ac- 
countable for all vexatious and groundless charges exhibited by 
him in manner aforesaid, 

Amr. 9. Every officer is strictly forbidden to have any 
concern or interest in the purchasing of, or contracting for sup- 
plies of provisions or stores of eny Kind for the navy, or in any 
works for or appertaining to it; neither shall he receive any 
emolument or gratuity of any kind, either directly or indirectly, 
on account of such purchases, contracts, or works, from any per- 
son or persons whatever, 

Arr. 9. Every commander, before he leaves his command, 
is to sign all books, accounts, and certificates, which may be 
necessary to enable officers to pass their respective accounts, or 
to receive their pay: provided he be satisfied that such books, ac- 
counts, and certificates, are correct, as by the assurance of the 
purser, whe will be held accountable for all errors and impro- 
pricties appearing in papers bearing his signature. | 

Arr. 10. If any officer shall receive an order from his 


superior, conirary to the general instructions of the secretary of 


the navy, or to any particular order he may have received from 
the said secretary of the navy, or any other superior, from whom 
he shall have received said orders; and if, alter such represen- 
tation, the superior shall still insist upon the execution of his 
order, the officer is to obey him, and report the circumstance to 
the commander of the vessel, to the commander of the squadron, 
or the secretary of the navy, as may be proper. " 

ArT. ll. The pay of every officer shall be held answers- 
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ble for any loss, embezzlement, or damage occurring threugi, 
neglect of the public stores, and for all unneccssary expense. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Arr. l. Every officer appointed to the command of ; 
squadron, shall obtain the most correct information of the state, 
qualities, and number of the vessels and crews ander his com. 
mand; the order and discipline observed in them; the quantity 
and quality of provisions and stores on hand, and their fitness fo 
the service intended. Le shalt acquaint himself also with the 
skill, capacity, and information of the commanders and other 
officers, that he may be enabled to select for particular services 
those best qualified by their peculiar abilities and sound know- 
Icdge to perform them. He shall use every exertion to equi 
expeditiously the squadron, end report to the secretary of th 
navy any defects he may diseoverin the vessels or their supplia 
which may unfit them for the service intended. 

Arr. 2, He shall keep the squadron in the most perbu 
condition for service that circumstances will admit of; and make 
their repairs as far as may be in his power, by the artificers and 
others belonging to the vessel under bis command. - 

Anm. 3. Iie shall take every favarable opportunity to ex 
ercise the vessels under his command, in performing all such eve 
lations as may be necessary in the presence of an enemy; ani 
on all occasions he is to be earefal that a proper example e 
alertness and attention is shown to the squadron by the vesel 
whieh carries his flag. 

Arr 4. ile shall be atte: tive in battle to the conduct ce 
every vessel or officer under his command, in ord-r that he ma 
be enabled to correct their errors. and prevent any bad effect 
from misconduct, and to make a true statement, to the end th: 


they may be rewarded or punished as their conduct may reall ` 


deserve. 

Arr. 5. He shall direct the crews of the respective vessel 
under his command io be Frequently mustered, and cause inge 
ries to be made into the quali i s of the men, und their tnos 
for the stations in wideh they moy he rated. 

Amr. @ He shell inspect into the shite of every vessa 
under bis command, und the ord rn disciples «rq attention i 
cleanliness, and the modes adori d for the pr s-rs oon of heal 


anid the d-gree of ati. Mion paid to the regul:cer and instrue, 


tions of the navy. 
Arr 7, He shall not order any comm: "fo take 0 
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buasd passengers, OF to have supernumerarica, unless there should 
be strong reasons for so doing; and in such case he shall state 
hig reasons in his order for that purpose. 

Apr. & Me shall inform the secretary ef the navy of all 
his proceedings relative to the service upon which he may be 
employed. 

Arr. 9 Jie shall correspond regularly with the secretary 
of the navy, informing bim of all orders given by him, relating 
io the duties respectively connecied with his commands and it 
shall be his duty to point out such naval improvements as his 
observation may enable him to suggest, and such defects and nege 
fects as may come under his notice. 

Arr. 10. When it shall become absolutely necessary io 
suspend from employment, an officer having charge of stores, he 
may appoint another to act in his stead, until the pleasure of the 
secretary of the navy be known. He shall report by the first 
opportunity, an account of the circumstances which may have 
caused the suspension, and order a sur: ey to be held, and au in- 
ventory of stores to be taken; one copy of which he shall for- 
ward to the navy department, and another he shall deliver io 
the officer taking charge of the stores, who will open accounts 
of the receipts, returns, conversions, and issucs, from the period 
of closing the survey. 

Arr, ll. He may in like manner, and for good reason , 
suspend from their stations, the captains or other officers under 
his command, and on a foreigu station appoint others to actin 
their places, until the pleasure of the secretary of the navy be 
known; but in these cases he shall immediately transmit an ac- 
count thereof to the secretary of the navy. specifying his reasons 
ior so doing, and furnish the captain or other offlecrs with a 
duplicate of the same 

Arr, 12. Te shall not, without good and sufficient reason, 
to be immediately communicated to the secretary of the navy, 
T the appointments assigned to officers at ihe period of fitting 
out. 

Arr. 13. He shall preserve the instructions and ordors 
received by him, and all other papers and correspondence res 
lating to the service upon which he may be ordered in the most 
intelligible form, and at the end of every cruise he shall cend to 
the secretary of the navy a narrative of his proceedings, accom: 
panied by a fair copy of such official correspondence as may 
Have any connection with the facts therein stated, - i 

Arr. Id. He shall conform to the standing rules of the 
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navy in such directions as he shall give to established agents, ang 
incur no expense that the public service docs not render abso 
lutely necessary. 

Arr. 15. He shall have no private interest in the procure. 
ment of stores or provisions for the public service, nor in any 
way interfere with the purchase or procurement of them, where 
there are proper officers for that purpose, except when an abso. 
lute necessity arises for his making use of his credit or authorit: 
to obtain them. ! 

Amm. £6. Ie shall obey all orders received trom the secre 
tary of the navy, and exact a strict attention to them from a} 
persons under his command. 

Arr. Vf. In the purchase of provisions or stores at plate 
where no regular agent is established, he may appoint one for 
the purpose cf obtaining the necessary supply, and he may him 
self contract for the whole quantity required, or direct each eap 
toin to purchase what the vessel under his command may re 
quire; but in either case the amount of the bills drawn will be 
charged to his account, untl satisfactory vouchers are reecivcé 
to show that the articles were of a suitable quality, and pur 
chased at the lowest rate. 

Amr LS. He shail, as far as may be practicable, when ut 
r:gular agents may be established, have the publie works which 
i may be necessary to have done, on contract, executed ac the 
lowest rates, and on ihe most reasonable terms, giving publi 
notice, that tenders may be received from those disposed to cos 
tract: copies of which contracts shall be sent by him to ti 
secretary of the navy. - 

Arr. 19. No boats or vessels shall be hircd for the usec: 
the squadron, without the cousent of the commandes, and L. 
will be careful that such consent is not given, except when i. 
service required cannot be performed by the boats of the vest 
under his command. i 


Amr. 20. Forcign agents are to be paid by bills drawn e, 


the secretary of the navy, at the regular rates of exchange, u> 
less otherwise instructed by the secretary of the navy; or bil 
may be disposed of, and the procecds applied towards reimbut 
ing them; but in either case the certificates of three respectabl 
merchanis, and the approval of the commander of the squadron 
must be forwarded with the letter of advice. ‘These bills shel 
in all cases be drawn by the pursers of the respective vessels ' 
she amount of the provisions or stores received, and approve 
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by the commander of the squadron, or by the captain of the ves, 
sel when acting separately. : . 

Arr. 9l. The commander of a squadron shall direct fre- 
quent examinations to be made into the hospital establishments, 
and sick quarters under his command, and cause every attention 
to be paid to the comforts of the sick. He shall cause the ex- 
amining officers to make him a written report of their state and 
condition. . 

Amm. 22. Should the commander of a squadron be killed 
or disabled in battle, his flag shall continue flying while the ene- 
my remains in sight, and the officer next in command saall be 
informed thereof, and take command of the squadron. 

Art. 23. On the death of the commander of a squadron, 
the officer who succeeds him shal! enjoy all the pay and emolu- 
ments of commander, in the same manner as his predecessor, 
until the pleasure of the secretary of the navy be known; but 
he is notio assume any badge of distinction, or hoist any flag 
which his rank does not entitle him to, 

Amr, 24. The commander of a squadron shall not resign 
his command or quit his station, unless the bad stato of bis hoa 
shall render a change of climate or situation absulutely ñ 


e 


sary; and in such case bo shall not weaken the squad: 


taking from it a vessel, the service of wh'ch may be necessary. 
x 


i 
4 re. 


Arr 25. When the commander of 2 squadron shall 
sign his command, he shall deliver to his successor the originals 
of all secret instructions, orders and signals, and authenticated 
copies of all othcr unexecuted instructions and orders, together 
with such information zs may be in his possession relative to the 
service to be performed. i 

< ART 36 ln the absence of the commander of the sangd- 
ron, the senior officer shall be governed hy the foregoing in- 
structions, and skall superintend the various duties to be per- 
neus for the due execution of which he will be held respon- 
WDC. d 


OF STORES AND PROVISIONS. 
THD CAPTAIN. 


n 
erence to the expenses of t 
ti ; 


all papers having 
: ching commend, he shali ¢ 


ng re 
On 1 


ae 


b> 
t3 
G 
rj 
$ 

Ld 
Em 


Wid 


if he command the vessel vati! she is paia off, ne 
Ha with his accounts to the auditor of tho 


3 * 
| rur e 

4 SCRA Sv Cl 
: 

d 


trec SUPT. 


Oz 


Arr. 9. lle shall cause z careful examination to be wade 
of all articles received on board for the use of the vessel, and i 
he fail to do so he will be alone accountable for any evils result. 
ing trom defect or deficiencies in them: provided such defect op 
deficiencies were passed over at the receipt of the articles fron 
want of due examination thereof. 

Arr. 4. When the duties of the ship will admit of it, he 
shall permit the purser to use the boats for the purpose of eor. 
veving on board provisions, stores. und other necessaries for the 
use of the vessel. 


Amr. 3. He shall not permit his stores to be applied tg | 


private uses, wasted, or, without absolute necessity, converici 
to other purposes than those for which they were intended; and 
whenever he shall think it neccssary to order any extraordinan 
axpenditure or conversion of stores cr provisions, his order fy 
that purpose shall be given in writing, stating the reason or rec 
sons for such extraordinary expenditure or conversion. wlie: 
order shall be preserved and produced by the oíücer having 
charge of the stores so expended or converted, at the settlement 
of his accounts. 

Arr. 6. If any storcs or provisions shall be lost, destroyed 
or embezzled, the circumstances shall be noted ia the log bed. 
af the vessel; and if, through neglect or design, they should be 
totally losi, they shall be charged to the offender, and he he 
brought to punishment. 

Ant. 5. He is to use the utmost economy in every thi. 
which relates to the expenses of his vessel and the public servie 
confided to him, using every article for the purpose for which i 
was originally intended, and making his supplies and means ks 


as long as possible. Hle is not io use sails for covering boat. 
aor for awnings, nor to convert canvass into sails not allows | 


ior the service. nor to any other purpose than that for whic 
they were supplied, unless they shall have at first been surveyed 
and reported unfit for their proper use; nor shall he make aw 
alterations in the vessel under his command without the per 
mission of the commander-in-chicf, or that of the secretary & 
ehe navy. - 

Amm. & Me shall examine the weekly returns of expents 
tures, and, with the master. sign those made monthly; which 


when so signed, are to be delivered to the officers having charg? | 


of stores, to be presented by them at the settlement of their oc 
counts. | 
ArT. 9. He may grant to private vessels of Tegas, ane © 


E 
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foreign vessels, when absolutely necessary, such supplies of pro- 
visions and stores as they stand in need of; giving the oflicers 
having charge of them written orders to that effect, and taking 
from the master or commander of the vessel so supplied, three 
receipts, and three bills of exchange, drawn in ihvor of the 
sécretary of the navy om his owner, or those concerned in the 
vessel, for the rcal amount of the articles furnished; which bills. 
and two of the receipts, shall be transmitted to the secretary of 
the navy, and the circumstance noted on the accounts and log 
book of the vessel. 

Anm. 10. When it becomes necessary to purchase stores, 
they shall be delivered to the proper officers of the vessel, who 
shall sign receipts for them, and they are to be charged at their 
cost by the purser of the vessel, against such officors, im their 
accounts; and such charge or charges shall be tramsmiticd to 
ihe auditor of the treasury, to stand against their pay uni are 
counted for. 

Amr. ll, On the death of an officer having charge of 
stores, his public papers shall be separated from those of a prie 
vate nature, the former to be forwarded by safe conveyance to 
the auditor of the treasury, and the latter, together with his pri- 
vate effects, to be put in charge of such officer as the captain of 
the vessel may appoint for that purpose, to be preserved for the 
benefit of the legal representative of the deceased; unless from 
particular circumstances, the captain should deem it advisable 
to dispose of inem at public sale; in which case a duplicate of 
the inventory, with an account of the disposal or sale, shall be 
transmitted to the auditor of the treasury. 

Arr 12. If an officer, having charge of stores, should, 
from any accidental circumstance, be separated from his vessel, 
the captain shall proceed to survey and ascertain the state of the 
stores, as though such officer were actually dead, or discharged: 
and he shall, asin a like case, appoint another officer to act in 
his place, giving the earliest intelligence of his proceedings to 
the auditor of the treasury. 

Ame, 13. When a ship or vessel cuts, slips, or puris her 
cable, the captain shall, as soon as circumstances wil] admit, cne 


deavour to recover the anchor or cable losis and should it ay 
pear that no exertion for that purpose was made by him, the 
value of the articles will be charged against his pay: if the res- 
sel put to sea without recovering them, the senior officer present 
shall endeavour to recover them, but no vessels are to be hired 
for the purpose, if the boats and crow of the squadron are able 
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to ellieet it: if neither of them, however, have an opportunity of 
recovering them, the captain of the vessel whose cable was thu 
cut, slipped, or parted, shall, without delay, give an account te 
the commanier-in-chief, or to the navy agent, taking care ts 
state particularly the bearings and distances of the most suitable 
places to mark the spot where the anchor lies, to the end the: 
means may be immediately adopted for recovering it. 

Arr. “14. He shall attend with all the officers of his vessel 
when the crew is paid off; and examine carefully, to discover if 
any articles are concealed with a view to cmbezzlement, ond 
report to the secretary of the navy the character of each oficer 
serving under him, particularly as to his sobriety, diligence, ac- 
tivity and abilities. 

Arr. 15. <A captain, when not under the immediate com. 
mand of a superior, shall be held responsible for all accidents 
alising from negligence during his absence from the vessel he 
commands, where his presence might have prevented such acct 
dents, unless he be ahsent on public duty,.or by permission of 
the secrotary of the navy. He shall also be held responsibl: 
for all accidents arising from the absence of the officers end 
crew of the vessel he commands, unless they be absent on public 
duty, or by permission of the secretary of the navy. 

ART. L6. When the vessel govs into port to refit, he is w 
order a minute and careful survey of all stores, and call apon 
the proper ofi: ers and prepare lists of all such es are damaged 
as required to be replaced. 

Amr. l7. He is not to suffer any except the most cureftl 
of the officers and men to have berths, or to sleep in the orlop or 
‘able tiers, im which lights are never to be used without his ex 
press permission, and them in good lanterns; nor is he to allez 
any person to snoke tobacco in any part of the vessel except 
tho galley. Ile is strictly forbid the sticking of candles against 
the beams, the side or any other part of the vessel; to enjoin ï 
upon the officers never to rend in bed by the lights either of | 
lamps or candh » nor to have any lights in their cabins without 
some person to attend them; to eause the funnel hole to be well 
secured by lead or otherwise, and the funnels to be eleaned 
every morning before the fires are lighted: to cause oll fires te 
be extinguished, and lights to be put out, at the setting of the 
vateh by the master-ct-arms and ship's corporal, except such 25 
he shell permit to be kept burning; and to give the most pos 
five ordera and most rigidly te enforce them, that no lighted 
candle be carried into the spirit room on any pretext whatever 
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while drawing or pumping of spiritous liquors, which duty shall 
be performed only by day, except on great emergencies occur 
ring in the night. i 

Arr. 18. He is not to suffer any person whatever to sutile 
on board, nor to sell any kind of beer, wines, or spiritous liquors 
on board to the ship’s company. Ie is not to allow the men te 
sell, exchange, or in any manner dispose of the slop clothes or 
bedding with which they are supplied, and as far as possible to 
prevent any trafic amongst them that would induce them to 
draw from the purser tobacco, sugar, tea, slop clothes, or any 
other articles in larger quantities then aro usually supplied. 

Amr, 19. He is to be particularly attentive to the comfort 
and cleanliness of the men, directing them to wash themselves 
frequontly, and to change their linen at least twice every week. 
He is never to suffer them to sleep in wet clothes or wel beds Ñ 
it can possibly be avoided; and io cause them frequently, par 
ticularly afler bad weather, to shake their clothes and bedding 
in the air, and to expose them to the sun.and wind. 

Agr. 20. As cleanliness, dryness, and pure air essentially 
conduce to health, he is to exert his utmost endeavors to ensure 
ihese to the ship’s company in the most exiensive degree. He 
is to cause the upper decks io bs washed every morning, and 
the lower decks as often as may be necessary when the weather 
will admit of their being properly aired and dried; to be sweepec 
every meal, and tho dirt thrown overboard. He is to cause the 
hammocks to be carried on deck, and the ports to be opencd us 
often as the weather will permit, and no more chests or bags to 
be kept on the lower gun deck than may be necessary for the 
comfort of the men; so that as few interrupiions as possible may 
be oppased to a free circuletion of air. He is to cause the wind 
sails and ventilators to he kept in zontinual operations the vee 
sel to be pumped out daily. 

Amr. 21. The clothing issued to the men is to be suitable 
to the season; but the wearing of flannel shirts is to be encour. 
aged and permitted at all seasons and in all climates. 

Arr. 22, The practice of detaining boats on shore for 
officers, after night is set in, is strictly prohibited. 

Ang. 29. On receiving newly recruited men, the captain 
will cause an examination into the state of thelr persous ond 
clothing, and use every measure to guard against the iutrodue- 
tion of filth and contagion on board the vessel. 

Arr Zf As soon as possible after the ship's company is 
received on board, he will with the assistance of the senior 
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deubenagt master, and boatswain, proceed to examine aud rate 
them according to their abilities, which he is to do without par. 
tiality or favor. Me is to rate as petty officers those oly whe 
shall be found qualified for such station Sy and io take especial 
care that every person in the vessel, without oxceplion, dow 
actually perform the duties ef his station in which he is rated, 
Ha shall rate none as ordinary seamen who have not been pre 
viously at sen twelve months, ‘and are able to go aloft, and p 
form some of the duties of a seaman; ror shall he rate any e 
able seamen who have not been previously at sea three yeer, 
and are ue oe ene most of the duties of a seaman. 
Agr. 25. He is, without loss of time, to mate arrang> 
nents for  quricii ing ihe officers and mea, distributing them t» 
ihe guns, musketry, ‘rigging. c.; to divide them into watches, 
make out his quarters station, and watch bills of the names ci 
stutiened ai every gun, to muster and exercise them fro- 
quent "i at the greal guns, small arms, bending and unbending 
foose and re efng, a and fur ling sails, sending up and down top- 
gallant- -masts and “yards, rowing in Donc and every other duty 
which it may be neccssary for seamen to perform at sea and in 


Ames 26. As occasions may frequently occur om videhit 
ier bo necessary and of great import: ance that seamen -should 
skillful in the use of muskets, the captain is to order a num 
oP of sailors to be exercised and trained up to the use of smal: 
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Aum 17. No captain shall ca wry any woman b: ea with 
ous an order from the seeretacy of the navy, or from the cor 
monderin-ehief of the squadron to which he be ‘longs. 

Anz 28. very captain is required to make himself ae 
quiinced with every coasí and herbor he ary visit, Us ii 
practica able, to make charis and drawings of thon 9 provi 
can be dene without giving offence; all of which he i is to TI 
ward io the s s2cretany of ihe BERAZ SECO DE wied with a journel 
"entaining such remarks, dcseription, and information as he: me 
thini necessary to give. Ho is to endeavour to ascertain cor- 
rectly the latitude and longitude of places little known, the pre- 
"ulent winds and eurrente, th > soundings, & Coy as well as oven 
other i information that may bo of imporiance to those who viii 
the pia io after him ; he will also encourz4e and offer every & 
s lity io such of his officers ac are desirous of entering inte simi 
An 


icr occupations and pursuits; and if any such journals or charte 
contain observations or remarks which may contribute to the 
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improvement of geography by ascertaining the latitude and lon- 
gitude, fixing or rectifying the position of places, the height and 
views of land, charts, plans or descriptions of any port, anchor- 
age ground, coast, island, or dangers little known; remarks rela- 
tive to the directions and elfecis of currents, tide or winds, the 
officers or persons appointed to examine them will make extracis 
of whatever may appear to merit preservation; and after these 
extracts have been communicated to the officer or author of the 
journal from which they have been taken, and that he has cer- 
tified in writing to the fidelity of his journal, as well as of his 
charis, plans and views which he has joined to it, the same shall 
be signed by the officers and examiners, and transmitted with 
their opinions thereon, to be preserved in the depot of ehuris. 
journals, and plans. 

Arr. 29. Whenever he is to sail from port to port, in time 
of war, or appearance thereof, he is to give notice to merchant 
vessels bound his way, and to take them under his care, if they 
are ready, but not to make unnecessary stay, or deviate from his 
orders on that account. 

Arr. 30. He is, by all opportunities, to send an account 
of his proceedings to the secretary of the navy, and he is to keep 
up a punctual correspondence with all public officers in what- 
ever concerns them. 

Arr. 31. He is noi to go into any port but such as may 
be directed hy his orders, unless by absolute necessity; and then 
not to make any wanccessary stay. If employed in cruising, he 
is to keep the sea, the time required by his orders, or give rea- 
sons for acting to the contrary, to the secretary of the navy. 

Arr. 32. Upon his own removal into another vessel, he is 
to show the originals of all such orders as have been sont him, 
and remain un xceuted io his successor, and lesve with him at- 
vested copi's of the same. 

Arr. 33. He is to leave with his successor a complete 
muster book, and send all other books and accounts to the off- 
cers to whom they respectively relate. 

Amm. Sfo In cass of shipwreck, or other disasters whereby 
the vessel may perish, the oflicers and men are to stay with ihe 
wreck as long as aocsibl., and save all they can. 

AT SO. o When any men employed for wages are dix 
charged frem on- vessel to another, vie. captain of the vessel 
from which thoy way ve discnarged is inmediet;ly to send pay 
lists of such mee io ib* auditor of the tr asury. nnd the purser 
ofthe vess I fron: which they are so discharged, is also to supply 
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the purser of the ship to which they are transferred, a pay list, 
stating the balances respectively due them. 

Arr. 30. He is responsible for the whole conduct ang 
good government of the vessel, and for the due execution of all 
regulations which concern the several duties of the officers anq 
company of the vessel, whe are to obey him in all things which 
he shall direct for the service of Texas. 

Amr. 37. The quarter deck must never be left withoy 
one commissioned officer at least, and the other necessary of}. 
cers which the captain may deem proper to attend to the dut, 
ef the vessel. 

ART. 38. On vessels of Texas being visited by custom- 
house officers, the captain will offer them every facility in ihe 
performance of their duties, and if there should be a suspicion of 
any persons having articles on board, subject to the payment of 
duties, which such person is desirous of smuggling, he ‘is to five 
them every possible assistance in discovering such articles, if 
they are really on board. If he should discover any officer i 
the ac of smuggling or attempting to smuggle, he is immediately 
to arrest such offcer, and report the same to the secretary of the 
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navy, in order that such direction may be given as conducts ' 


injurious to the public, and so disgraceful to an officer shil 
require. 

Arr. 39. While in port or roadstead, he is to follow the 
motions of the senior oficer present, by striking or getting up 
yards and topmasts, joosing or furling sails, and doing any other 
duties contemporancously with the vessel which the senior office: 
commands, unless such senior ofücer shall dispense with his s 
doing. 

Amr. 40, He is to pay every attention to the comforts t 
the sick and wounded, causing a comfortable place to be pre 
vided for them in any part of the vessel where they will be the 
least incommoded. 

Arr. kl. He is required to keep copies of all official cor 
respondence. 

Amm. 13. The captain of a vessel carrying a broad per 


Arr. £3. lfany Texian vessel of war should be wrecked, 
the captain is to use every possible exertion to save the lives a 
the crew, and to preserve the stores, provisions, end furniture n 


the vesscl. He is also to endeavour to save the vessel’s papers 
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particularly the muster and slop books, per to px special ce 
to preserve or destroy ali signals; secret or ers, an instructions, 
to prevent their falling into improper hands. Ile is to dispose 
of the crew in a manner most conducive to their comfort and the 
public interest, aud to be very particular in keeping up a regu- 
lar and perfect discipline among them, carefully preventing the 
commission of any irregularity which may give offence to the 
inhabitants of the country they are in. 

ART. ii, He is to lose no time in getting the crew to 
Texas, (o effect which he is authorized to dispose of, on the best 
terms, the property saved from the wreck, or to draw on the 
secretary of the navy for the necessary monies, . : 

Arr. 45. Whenever any commander of a public vessel of 
Texas shall find himself placed in such circumstances as sball 
compel him to strike his dag to an enemy, he is to take especial 
care to destroy all his secret instructions, signal books, and pri- 
vate signals; and for this purpose they should be always kept 
fastencd to a weight, so heavy as to sink them immediately on 
being thrown overboard; and on enquiring into the loss of the 
vessel, he will produce evidence of his having done so. 

Arr 46, The vessel and every person ou board being 
placed under the command of the captain, he will be held res- 
ponsible for every thing done on board. From him will bc 
expected an example of respect and obedience to his superiors, 
of unremitting attention to his duty, and a cheerful alertness in 
the execution of it, in all situations, and under all circumstances. 
He will be expected to observe himself, and strongly io enforce 
in others, the most rigid economy in the expenditures of public 
stores; and to show by every means in his power, a sicady dœ 
termination to serve his country with the utmost zeal ond fidelitns 
and although particular duties are hereafter assigned, oud various 
instructions given to every officer in the navy; from him it will 
be expected that all those, whether officers or others, chall bo 
corre cted, or their conduct properly represented, who aro diso- 
bedient or disrespectfal to their superiors, neglectful of thor 
duty, wasteful of public stores, or who by their conduct or 
conversation shall endeavour to render any officer or other pom 
son dissatisfied with his situation, or with the service on ben 
heis employed. Me is to observe with particular attention the 
conduct of every officer, and of every other person under his 
command; that being acquainted with their respective merits, he 
may assign them such station as they may be qualified to SIN 
and for de and dangerous enterprises moy select those whole 
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abilities and courage may afford the best hopes of success. He 
is to be extremely attentive to every thing done by his clerk, 
who, being appointed for the sole purpose of assisting him, will 
be considered as always acting by his order. 

Amm. 47. The commander of a squadron shall be allowed, 
on fitting out, to equip lis cabin every three years or thereabouts, 
in licu-of every expense for movable furniture, the sum of five 
hundred dollars. 

Arr 48, There shall be allowed on fitting out io equip 
the cabin of a captain, every three years or thereabouts, in lica 
of every expense for movable furniture, three hundred dollars, 

Arr. 49. Articles unti for service must be surveyed by an 
order from the secretary of the navy, or in the event of a vesse 
being on a foreign station, by an order from he commander of 
the station, on the application of the commander of the vessek 
and no new articles are to be furnished until the old shall be 
condemned, which must be certified by the officers holding th: 
survey, and the certificate forwarded to the secretary of the 
navy. 

Arr 50. Articles of cabin furniture broken or lost ot se . 
shell be replaced by the commander of the vessel at his own 
expense, unless he shall make it appear by the certificate of twe 
commissioned officers, that such loss or breaking was occasioned 
by unavoidable casualty, or accidents beyond his control. 


OF THE LIEUTENANT. 


Arr. le <A lieutenant isto be constantly attentive io hb 
duty, and diligently and punctually to cxecute all orders for the 
public service which he may recoivo from the captain or other 
senior officer. When he has the watch he is to be constantly on 
dock, until relieved by the officer whe is to succeed him. Hei 
to see thatthe men are alert aad attentive to their duty, thal 
every precaution is taken io prevent accidents from squalls er 
sudden gusts of wind, and t: tthe vessel is as perfectly prepared 
for a battle as cireumsieu ¿~ ehall admit. He is to be partiew 
larly careful that the v: ~el be properly steered, and that a cor 
rect account be kept ef bor way, by the log being duly hove 
ond marked on the log board. 

Ame 2 Hoe istos: tuatthe moster's mates and midship- 
inem ofthe watch, are cons niliy on dock, and attentive to their 
daty; and he is to order the inen of the watch to be frequently 
mustered, and to report to the captain such as he shall fad ab- 
sent from their duty. 
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Ary, 3. Leis to be extremely attentive to keep the ves- 
sel in her station in any squadron ho may belong to; and he is 
io inform the captain whenever he apprehends that he shall net 
be able to do so. 

Amm 4 He is to inform the captain of all strange sails 
that are seen, all signals that are made, all changes of sail made 
by the commander, all shifting of the wind, and in general of all 
circumstances which may derange the order in which the squad- 
ron is sailing, or prevent the vessel from continuing on the course 
directed to be steered. 

ArT. 5, He is to be very particular in delivering to the 
lieutenant who relieves him on the watch, all orders received by 
him from the captain or lieutenant he relieved remaining unex- 
ecuied; and he is to inform him of oll signals mede by the com- 
mander-in-chief, which still remain to be obeyed. Me is to point 
out to him more especially in the night the situction of the com- 
mander-in-chief, and to inform him what sail his vessel was carry- 
ing when it could last be ascertained, and whether the vessel 
was coming up with or dropping astern of him; nnd he is to 
give in general whatever cther information may be necessary io 


enable him to keep the vessel on her station, if the squadron be 
formed in the order of sailing, or to keep vell up with 35, Wit be 
not so formed. 

ArT 6. He is to keep mon et the masis’ heads during the 
day, and in proper stations daring the night, to look out. He 
is frequently to remind them of their duty, 1f necessary, and to 
relieve them, more or less frequently, according to t 1e State of 
rhe weather, and the degree of their atieniion, 

ART. 7. Oneasirange sail being seen in the night during 
war, he is to send a midshipman to inform the captain, and i 
himself to make arrangements for getting the vessel rendy for 
action. He is to kecp out of gunshot until every Shing is roady, 
but in doing this he is io be careful not to remove to such a dis- 
fence as io risk losing sight of her, 

Amm. S, He is never io carry so much seil as to endanger 
the springing of any mast or yard, unless some pacüculer cory 


should require it, and when he does so, ho must take care that 
" M ^ P 3 MT AR 2 s " s " 
all the men in the wateh are at their stations, ready to chorten 


cath a? y _.2 ^ e 
sail the moment any increase of wind, or other cireumclences 
_ shall make it necessary. 
Amr. 9, In the night he is to take care that the masier- 
PE EER 3 2 " a 24 
abarms anc corporals in their respective waiches, are very Tar 
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ticular in going the rounds, and that they visit all part 
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vessel every hali hour, to see that there as ne disturbance amous 
che men, and that no candles or lamps are burning, excepi such 
25 ere expressly allowed. 

Arr. lU. He is to direct the carpenter to sound the wek 
himself or direct one of his mates to do it, once at least in ever 
watch, and to sec that the ports are well barred; and the gun. 
aer or onc of his mates to examine once at least in each watch, 
the state of the lashing of the guns, and to report to bim whe; 
they have done so. 

Amr, ll. in the morning he is to direct the boatswain to 
examine into the state of the rigging, and the carpenter that oi 


the captain of any defects they may discover. 

Arr, 12. He is never to change the course of the vessa 
without directions from the captain, unless it be necessary i 
avoid some danger. 

Amr. 13. Ifthe vessel belongs te, or is in company with 
any squadron, he is to direct some carcful officer to observe the 
signals made by the commanding oflicer; but he is never to 
answer any signal, whether general or addressed particularly to 
the vessel to which he belongs, unless he is certain that he secs 
it distinctly, and understands for what purpose it is made; and 
he is every evening before dark to see that lanterns with candle 
and every thing necessary for making signals in the night, are 
ready and in good order; and that the number of guns which 
may be directed not shotted, are ready for being fired, and ts 
be be particularly attentive in preventing any other lights being 
shown in the vessel when signal lights uro hoisted, and when at 
i:og that no light may be secu from the cabin or any part of the 
"essel. 

Arr, Li. During a fog he is to be particularly attentive 
tv the guns fired by the commander-in-chief, that by observing 
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any alteration that may take plece either in the direction &: 
strength of the report, he may take such steps as may be deemed 
uceessery io prevent the vesscl’s being separated from the 
squadron. Jie is te be very careful to order the drum to be 
beat, and the bell to be sounded according to the tack the vessel 
may be on, for the information of vessels that may be near. 
Amm. 15. We is to see that every occurrence worthy of 
notice during the watch be properly entercd on the log beard, 
and that oll cignals made in the squadron are correctly minuted. 
in, such a manner as the captain shall direct; and at the cnd o 
ify watch he is to sign the log board and the report of signals. 


103 


with the initials of his name; and in like monner when ihe oc- 
currencos of the day, and the report of the signals heve boen 
entered in the log book, he is to sign thet with his name at the 
end of each watch he kept. . . 

Amm 1G. He is constantly to ascertain the latitude by 
observation, at noon, or by double altitude, as circumstances may 
require, ond to keep an account of the vossel's way, specifying 
the course steered, and the distance run for each twenty-four 
hours, with the latitude and longitude she is in, and the bearings 
and distances of some head land from which she sailed, or towards 
which he may be going, with other particulars, and in any form 
that the capiain shall direct; which account he is to deliver to 
the captain every day, as soon after noon as the other duties of 
the veso:l will allow. 

Arr. l7. Heis not io make any signal by day or by night, 
except such as may be necessary to warn vessels of any danger 
to which they may be exposed, without the direction of the 
gaptain. 

Arr. 18. In time of action, he is to see that all the men 
under his command are at their quariers, and that they do their 
duly with spirit and alacrity, He is to be particularly attentive 
to prevent them from loading the guns improperly; from firing 
them before they are well pointed, and from wetting them ef 
they have been fired, and he is to be very careful to proven’ 
their making an improper accumulation of powder in any part 
of his quarters. - 

Arr. 19. He is to be attentive to the conduct of all the 
ship’s company, to prevent all profane swearing and abusive len- 
guage, all disturbance, noise, and confusion, io enforce a strict 
obedience to orders, proper respect to all superiors, and an 
observanee of discipline and good orders and he is to report to 
the captain all those whose misconduct he shall think deccrring 
of reprehension or punishment. 

Anz. 20. No boat is io be allowed to come along side, or 
to go from the vessel, without direction from the lieulenan’ of 
the watch, ‘When vessels or boats come along side with provi- 
sions, Stores, water, Ecs he is to see that they are cleared with 
out delay, and that the articles are taken into the vecsel with the 
utmost care, to prevent their suffering any damage; and chon 
any provisions, stores, empty casks, &e., are to be sent from tho 
vessel, he is to be equally atientive in causing them to bo put 
into the vessels or boats appointed to receive them. ' 

Amm 2]. In tuo‘absence of the captain, the senior lerte- 
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uang om board the vessel is to be responsible for every thin 
done on board; he is to see every part of the duty as punctually 
performed as if the captain were present. 

We may put under arrest any officer whose conduct he 
shall think yo reprehensible as to require it, and he may contine 
such-men as he may think deserving of punishment; but neither 
he, nor any other lieutenant, who may become commanding 
oficer, is to release an ofScer from his arrest, nor to release or 
punish any man who has been confined; for this is to be done by 
the captain only, unless he be absent from the vessel, with leaye 
trom the secretary of the navy, or from his commanding officer, 
in which case it is to be done only by the senior lieutenant com. 
mending the vessel in the captain’s absence. 


OF THE MASTi.. 

Arr. l. A master, when attached i. a vessel, is to be con 
tantly attentive to his duty, and dilig ally and punctually to 
execute all orders he may receive from Se captain or any of the 
Heutenants of tho vessel for the publie service. 

Arr. 2. He is to be present himself at the stowing of the 
cold, to see that the vessel has the proper quantity of iron a 
vlher ballast; and he is to stew her in a manner best qualified 


Hoty Se 


to preserve her trim, to make room in the hold, and vo adnátoi . 


iie stowage of the water and provisions without risk of dameg 
to the casks. He is to stow away as much wood in the helda 
possible; and if it should appear to him that the quantity o 
wood and coals will not be sufficient for tLe time for which the 
vessel is victualled, he is to report it to the captain. 

Art. 3. He is to be present when stores and provision 
are reccived on board, to see them carefully and expeditious 
hoisted in to prevent their being damaged; and if any of ther 
should appear to him to be in any respect defcetive, he is tow 
port it tothe captain, or the commanding offieer on Loard, tl 
they may be surveyed as soon as the service will admit, and ther 
disposed of in conformity to the report of the survey. 

Amp, 4, lfany provisions are pointed out to him as being 
older than the rest, he is to stow them in such a way as to admi 
of their being first hoisted up; and on receiving any subsequent 
cappligs, he is, whenever circumstances will admit, to put the 
new provisions under the old, that they may be the last cè 
pended. l 

Aur. 5. Ue is to keep the keys of the after hold ond 
spirit room, which, when wanted, he is to deliver to one of the 
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master's mates only, strictly charging him not to suffer a light to 
be carried into the spirit room; to attend himself, without quit- 
ting on any account, the spirit room or after hold while open, to 
see it properly secured when the service for which it was opened 
shall be executed, and to return the keys to him es soon as Be 
has done so. 

Arr. 6 Heis to see that the sails are properly fitted with, 
points, robands, earings, G5c., ready for being brought to the 
vards, and that the boatswain hes always a sullicient number of 
spare points, robands, gaskets, mats, plats, knippers, &e., ready 
for any purpose for which they may be wanted. 

Arr. 7. He is to be attentive in observing the quantity 
of every species of provisions hoisted up from the-hold, that if 
the quantity should appear to be more than is necessary for the 
ship's company, he may inform the captain; he is to atiend also 
to the quantity of wood hoisted up, that he may preven! any 
improper expenditure of the same. 

Arr. 8, He is to be particularly careful fo prevent any - 
waste or improper expense of water, and never alow of its bcing 
started or pumped out in the hold without particular directions 
from the captain; mor is he to suffer moro to be heisicd up in a 
day than the quantity allowed. 

Ant. 9, He is every day to report to the captain the 
quantity of water cxpended during the last twenty-foct heurs 
and the quantity remaining on board. 

Arr. 10. He is, with the first Heutenant, to visit the ciore 
rooms of the warrant officers, to see that they are kept as clean 
and as well ventilated as circumstances will admit, that no other 
than the stores of the vessel are to be putinto them, and (iat 
the stores are so regulated as to admit of any of them being 
found when wanted. : 

Are 11, Hieisfroquoutly to incpect tho soll ream, to coa that 
they are dry, and the roomt in good order. He isto give orders 
for the repairing of sails immediately om discovering that boy 
require it; and if he should find them or any cf the stores at any 
time likely to be demaged by dampness, or by any other canse, 
he is immediately to represont i to the captain. — : 

Are 12.  Lleisfroquehtüly to examine into the stato of the 
ngging, ond to sco that the otanding rigging ic alweys kepi vo 
setup; to attend himself when itis set up; to examine roquca‘ly 
the running rigging, and to inform the captain when any por 
abit appears to be no longer serviceable. C 

Amr, 13. Atthe end ef every week he is to exerine tbe 
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boatswain's and the carpenter’s accounts of stores expended, 
and at the end of every month he is, with the first lieutenant, to 
sign their expense books, which he is to examine with very great 
attention before he signs them, to prevent the insertion of ox. 
penditures which have not been made, or any improper account 
of those-which have. 

Arr It. He is to see that the compasses, the hour and 
other glasses are properly taken care of, to try them and com 
pare them with each other frequently, to ascertain and prevent 
ihe bad effects of any error which may bein them, to see the 
log-lines and lead-lines correctly marked, and at hand, whenever 
they may be wanted, 

Amm 15. He is, under the command of the captain, to 
have the charge of navigating the vessel, He is to represent to 
the captain every possible danger in or near the vessel's cours, 
and the way to avoid it, andifit be immediate, te the lieutenant 
of the watch; whenever the vessel shall be approaching the 
land or any shoal, he is to be upon deck, and keep a good look 
out, always sounding to inform himself of the situation of the 
vessel. 

Arm. 1@ He is every day at noon to deliver to the cap 
tain, an account of the situation of the vessel, the latitude and 
longitude she is in, the variation of the compass, the bearings 
and distance of the place sailed from, or of that to which the 
vessel is bound, and every other particular which the captain 
chall direct. 

Arr. l7. He is to have charge of the ship's log-booh, 
which is to be wnitten by the master's mate, under his immediate 
inspection; he is to compare it every day with the log board, ts 
see that every circumstance which hus occurred, is properly e 
tered init; and he is to send it immediately to the lieutenants, thot 
they moy sign their names at the end of their respective watches 
while that which happened in them is still fresh in their memo 
ricse Im the log book he is to enter with very minute exactness 
each of the following cireumstances, viz: 

Ist, The state of the weather, the directions of the wind. 
the courses steered, and the distances run, with every occurrence 
relating to the navigation of the vessel, the setting and the ve 
‘ociiy of the currents, and the result of all astronomical observa 
ions made to ascertain the situation of the vessel, the variation 
of the compass, Ge. 

9d, The loss of masts, yards, boate, &e.. the spitting of 
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sails, the blowing away of flags or colors, and all other accidents, 
with the quantity of each article lost or saved. 

3d, Every circumstance rejating to the supply; receipts, loss, 
survey, and returns of slop clothes, provisions, casks, and water; 
specifying from whom they were received, and to whom they 
were supplied or returned, and by whose order, if any order 
were given, with the number of casks and packages written in 
words at length. 

4th, An account of the quantity of every species of stores, 
purchased for the vessel, or received from, or supplied to any 
other Texian vessel, or to merchant vessels, or to any forcign 
vessels or arsenal. 

5th, Every alteration made in the allowance of provisions, 
specifying by whose order such allowance was made. 

Gth, The marks and numbers of every cask of provisions or 
bale of slops opened for the use of the vessel’s crew, with the 
quantity it is said to have contained, aud the difference, if there 
is any. 
Tth, An account of tho number of men employcd on board 
who are to be paid for the services they perform, whether hired 
for that purpose, or lent from other vessels, mentioning the day 
on which they began, and on which they ceased working, and 
the number mustered every day. Every cniry of the receipt, 
expenditure, loss, &rc., of stores or provisions, is to be carefully 
examined by the officer who hes the charge of them, who is to 
signify that the account is correct, by signing his name at the 
bottom of it. After the log bool: has beer signed by the lieuw 
tenant, no alteration, however trifling, is to be made in il, without 
the approbation of the captain, and the perfect recollection of 
the lieutenant of the watch that such alteration is proper. 

Arr. 18, At the end of every six calendar months, he is 
to deliver a copy of the log book for those six months, signed by 
himself, to the captain, to be transmitted by tho first safe oppor- 
tunity to the secretary of the navy; and at the end of every 
twelve months he is io deliver the original log bookysigned by 
himself, to the captain, to be kept by him tll the vessel is paid 
off; and then to be sent to the secretary of ihe navy. If the 
master be superseded he is to sign the original loz book, then in 
his possession, and to deliver it to his successor, aho ig to cive 
him a receipt for it. j 


PURSER. 
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ARTs 1, The purser being the officer appoinicd to receive 
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ind distribute the victusling stores and slops of tho vessel, hay. 
ing entered into bonds to the government of Texas, as preseribad 
hy law, is to abide by the following regulations and instructions: 
and he is not to expect that any irregularity in, or omission c; 
any part thereof, or of the forms referred to therein for keeping 
his accounts will pass unnoticed. 

Aw, 9. Bvery purser attached io a vessel of war shali 
make to the secretary of the navy a statement of his account 
every six months, and settle his accounts at the treasury ever 
twelve months; nor shall he permit a longer timo to slaps 
without offering his accounts for settlement, if the vessel te 
which he belongs be in a port, or on the coast of Texas; and is 
the event of his failing to do so, his pay and emoluments shall 
vease from the time of the expiration of the twelve months, com- 
mencing at the time of his joining the vessel, or at the date of 
the last settlement. 

Amm, 9. No purser can be employed or removed from onc 
vessel or station to another, until he shall have settled up hi 
accounts for the vessel or station to which he shall have last be 
longed, unless specially exempted from doing so by the secretary 
ef the navyo 

Arr. 4. Before a purser cam receive orders to join a vc» 
scl or station, or to be removed from one vessel or station u 
another, he must produce a certificate from the auditor of the 
treasury, or other satisfactory evidence, shat he has settled up 
his accounts for the lust vessel or station to which he belong, 
and that the balance against him does not cxeeed one thousand 
dollars. 

ART. 5. When s purser joins a vessel or station he sholi 
sce that it is provided with the necessary articles belonging tè 
bis departments take care that the provisions, victualing slorc. 
and slops are of good quality, and demand a survey on the: 
which moy appear damaged, or otherwise unfit for the servico 

Amr. G, Tobacco will bo purchased by the Tesian gov 
ernment, ond delivered and charged to the purser, at cost and 
charges; and he will, on the settlement of his accounts, b 
allowed fifty per ecni. on the amount of all tobacco issued: 
which per centage is to be added to the cust and charges on x 
erScie when issued io the crew. 

ART 7. All the slops, clothing, &c., will be charged 9 
tho purser, at cost and charges, and he is to be held accountable 
ior the expenditure. 

Ame, 8. In no case will the purser be crodited even fr 
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any alledged less by damage in slops, unless he show, by regular 
surveys, signed by three officers, one at least to be commissioned. 
that the loss has been unavoidably sustained by damage, and not 
by any neglect or inattention on his part. 

Anz. 9 And as a compensation for the rick and respon- 
sibility, the purser shall be authorized to dispose of the slops te 
the crew at a profit of ten per cente; but he must, at the end of 
every cruise, render a regular slop account, chewing by appro- 
priate columns, the quantity of each article received or pur- 
chased, and the prices and amount, and from whom, when and 
where, and he shall show the quantity disposed of, and to whom. 
and a what prices, so that his slop account may shew the arti- 
cles’ prices, and amounts received and disposed of. 

Amm. 10. When on foreign station there shall be a neces- 
sity to purchase slops, they are to be purchased agreeably to the 
established uniform of the navy, which in winter chall consist of 
a blue jacket and trowcers, and rod vest, yellow butions, and 
black hat. In summer the dress will be white duck jackets and 
trowsers, and vests; and on the home station they will be sup- 
plied from the navy stores, on requisition, in the same manner 
as other stores are supplied. 

Ang Il, Shops are to be issued ont publicly, and im the 
presence ofan officer, whois to be appointed by the captain, to 
see the article delivered to the seamen and others, and the re- 
ceipt given for the same, which he is also to certify. The eap- 
tain is not to suffer any one to be cupplicd with slops except 
when absolutely necessary, and he is to oblige these who moy be 
ragged, and in want of apparel or bedding, to receive such of 
these things as he shall stand in need of. 

Arr. 12. Wher any one dies on board, his clothes end 
other olfects may be sold at auction, and the amount, after being 
charged to the buyer, shall bo carried to the credit of the dc- 
ceased, for the benefit of his legal represcntatives. 

Ang, 13. The purser shall be allowed a commission of 
live per cent. to be deducted from the amount of the sale of dead 
men’s clothes. 

Anz. Li. No purser shall draw moneys at any time or 
place without the approval and signature of his commoncing 
officers 7 

Arm 15, Caplains o2 commanders may shorten tho doth 
allowance of provisions when necessity shall requiro it. ` 

, Amm. 16. No oficer is to draw whole allowance while th: 
ship’s company is on short ellovwance. l 
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Arr. lv. Provisions and stores purchased by agents an 
to be surveyed when received on board; andifit should appear 
by the report of the surveying officers that they are unfit fw 
public use, they are to be returned to the agents, and on sett) 


ment the captain is to refuse to admit them into the agent | 


accounts against the vessel, and is to transmit to the secretary of 
the navy a duplicate of the report of survey, with such remos 
as the case may require. 

Amr. 18. Every cask and package of provisions, wet or 
dry, bread excepted, sent on board the 'l'exian vessels of wani 


io have the contents thereof as to quantity and kind, distinciy | 


marked on it, tog ther with a number, and the time when, place 
where, and by whom purchased or furnished. ‘The casks are to 
be marked on the head, and the packages on some propero 
conspicuous part of them. 
Aur. 10. The resignation of any officer when called ini. 
netive service will be considered a disabedience of orders. 
NAVAL GENERAL COURTS MARTIAL. 
Art. 1. General courts martial may be convened as an 
^s the president of th. republic of Texas, the secretary of à; 
avy, or the commender-in-chief of the squadron, while outa 
the limits of the republic of Texas, shall deem it necessary; po 
vided, that no general courts martial shall consist of more tha 


nine, nor less than five members; and as many oflicers shall Ie, 


summoned on every such court as enn be convened wiihcs 
iajury to the service, so as not to execed nines and the seu 
otfcer shall always preside, the others ranking agreeably to te 
date of their commiss.csns; and in no cease, when it can be avoided 
without injury to th: service. shall more than one half of m 


morabers, exelusive of the president. bo junior to the officers- 


be tried. ` 

Amr, 9, Each mimber of the court martial, before po 
ceeding to trial, shall take the following oath or afirmatio: 
which the judge advocate, or person officiating as such, is berch 


authorized to administer: “1, A. Boa do swear (or affirm) the: ' 


will truly try, without prejudice o> partiality, the case nov 
depending, according to the evidence which shal] come befr 
tho court, the rules forthe gc — ment of the navy, and my own 
conseicnec; and thet Txill nci, ^v ony means, divulge or dit 


elose the sentence of th, reurt unta? “fall have been approved 


by the proper authori .. vor vill h a. any time, divulge or die - 


close the vote ov opie: ^ of any pordc ls member of the eours > 
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unless required so to do before a court of jusiice, in due course 
of law.” 

Arr 3 All testimony given io a gemeral court martial 
shall be on oath or aflirmation, which the president of the court 
is hereby authorized io adminisler; cad if any person shall 
refuse to give his evidence as aforesaid, or shall prevaricatc, or 
shall behave with contempt te the court, ii shall, and may be 
lawful, for the court to imprison such ofender at their discre- 
tion: provided, that the imprisonment in mo case snail exceed 
iwo months, and every person who shell commit vilfu) perjury 
on examination on oath or affirmation before such court, or who 
shali corruptly procure or suborn any person to commit saca wil 
ful perjury, shall, and may be prosecuted by indictment or infor- 
mation, in eny couri of justice in the republic of Texas, end shall 
suffer such penalties as are authorized by the laws of the repub- 
lic of Texas, in case of perjury or the subornation chereof, And 
in every prosecution for perjury or subornation, under this act, 
it shall be suficient io set forth the offence charged ou ine dee 
fendant, without setüng forth the authority by which the court 
was held, or the particular matters brought, or intended to be 
brought before ihe said court. 

Amr. 1." All charges on which an application for a gene- 
ral court martial is founded, shall be exhibited in writing to the 
proper oiiccr, and the peron demanding the couri shall take 
‘are that the person accused shall ba furnished with a tree copy 
of the charges, with the specifications, at tic tme he is put under 
arrest; nor shall any other charge or cherges, ihan those 30 es 
hibited, be urged against ino ponon so (o be tied before tho 
court, unless it appear to the court that the intelligomes of such 
charge had not reached the person demanding the court, when 
the person so to be tried wes pul ander arrest, or thet come x 
ness, material to the support of such charge, who was ul thot 
ime absent, can be produced; in which cuse, roasonnble twe 
shall be given vo the person io be tricd, to make his defotco 
against such mew charge. [Every oliicer so arreste! is to deliver 
up his sword io his commanding officer, and to confine bimacly 
10 ithe limits assigned him, uader pain of dismission from the 
service. < 
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member of said court shall, after the proceedings are begun, ab- 
sent himself therefrom, unless in case of sickness, or orders to go 
on duty, from a superior officer, on pain of being cashiered. 

Anm Q, Whenever a court martial shall sentence 2n of- 
cer to be suspended, the court shall have power to suspend his 
pay end emoluments, for the whole, or any part of the time af 
his suspension. 

ART 7. All sentences of courts martial, which shall exterd 

o the lose of life, shall require the concurrence of two thirds of 
the members present; and no such sentence shall be carried into 

secution, until confirmed by the president of the republic of 
Texas; or if the triel take place out of the limits of the republic 
of Texas, until it be confirmed by the commander of the squad- 
ron; all other sentences may be determined by s majority of 
votes, and carried into execution om confirmation of the con 
mender of the fleet or squadron, or officer ordering the court 
except such as go to the dismission of a commissioned or warren? 
officer, which are first to be approved by the president of the r- 
public of Texas. 

ARTo & A court martial shall not, for any one offence rs 
capital, inflict a punishment beyond one hundred lashes. 

Arr 9, The president of the republic of Texas, or when 
the trial takes place out of the limits of Texas, the commander 
of the squadrons shall pessess full powers to pardon any offence 
committed against these articles, after conviction, or to mitigat 
the punishment decreed by s court morticl. 

Amm 10, And be it further enacted, That courts of engein 
may be ordered by the president of the republic of Texas, the 
secretary of the navy, or the commander of the squadron: pc 
sided such court shall not consist of mere than three members 
who skall be commissioned officers, and a judge advocate, or 
person to do duly as such; and such courts shall have power to 
mmon witnesses, administer oaths, and punish contciapt, in the 
me manner 2s courts martial; but such courts shall merely 
state facts, and not give their opinion, unless expressly required 
so to do im the order for convening; and the party whose com 
duct shall be the subject of inquiry, shall have permission is 
cross exemine all the witnesses. 

To ll. The proceedings of courts of enquiry shall 
‘honticeted by the signature of the president of the court, and 
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aut 
‘udge advocate, and shall, in all cases not capital, or extendirg 
towionission of a commissioned, or warrant officer, be evidence 
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before a court martial: provided oral testimony cannot be ob- 
rained. 

Arr. 12, The judge advocate, or person officiating as 
such, shall administer to the members the following oath or atür- 
mation: * You do swear (or affirm) well and truly to examine and 
enquire, according to the evidence, into the matter now before 
you, without partiality or prejudice.” After which the presi- 
dent shall administer to the judge advocate, or person ofüciating 
as such, the following oath or affirmation: “You do swear (or 
affirm) truly to record the proceedings of this court, and the evi- 
dence to be given in the case in hearing.” 


REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO NAVAL SURGEONS 
AND THEIR ASSISTANTS. 


Art l. Ivery naval surgeon, on being ordered to a ves- 
sel of war of the republic of Texas, shall, without delay, report 
himself to the commanding officer, and take in his charge all the 
medicines, instruments, hospital stores, utensils, and all other 
articles ordered for the use of the siek, agreeably to estimate, for 
which he shall give duplicate receipts to the medical purveyor, 
by whom they were supplied. Me shall personally examine thc 
articles before he passes his receipts, as he will be held strictly 
accountable for the expenditures thereof. 

Arr. 2, He shall keep, or cause to be kept, a regular ac- 
count of the receipt and expenditure of the said artizles of medi- 
cine, according to form; and ai the expiration of every month, 
the amount of the hospital stores shall be carried to the credit 
side. These books he is carefully to preserve, and at ine end 
of every year, to deliver them to the medical purveyor of the 
depot where he may have arrived. 

Amm 5. Should a fresh supply of medicines, or other arti- 
eles in the surgeon’s depariment, be required on a foreign sta- 
tion, in consequence of any extraordinary number of sick, or by 
any injury sustained in & gale of wind, or in action, he shall 
make out a requisition for such articles as he may think abso- 
lutely necessary for the remainder of the eruise, or until he shall 
arrive in Texas; which requisition, when signed by the commen- 
der, shall be forwarded io the navy agent, or consul of the post 
where the vessel may be, who will direct the supply taercon 
The surgeon shall examine and approve the accounts of all artis 
vles thus supplied, before they are received on board. 

Arr. 4. No condemnation of any article of medicine, or 
hospital stores, shall take place, unless a survey shall have been 
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ned on the same, by order of the commander, at the request oi 
the surgeon. A lieutenant, onc surgeon and mate, shall be ap. 
pointed for this purpose, and their certificate shall be necessary 
to exonerate the naval surgeon trom the responsibility which 
these regulations impose on him. : o 

ArT. 5. He shall prescribe for casvel ceases, on the gun 
deck, every morning at nine o'clock, duc notice having been 
previously given by his lob-lelly boy, by ringing of a bell. He 
shall visit these who are contned to the sick berths twice a dav, 
^r oflencr if necessary, and prescribe such medicines and diet as 
he may think proper; he shall likewise direct the stoppage a 
the rations of every man on the sick list ead excused from duty, 
wher he shal! issue hospital stores in lieu thereof. 

Ang G He shel cause the patients under his care to he 
emored to the sick berth, whenever ho shall judge it expedient 
Te is to request the commander to order as many men as moy 
bo requisite to attend their companions, day and night, as nursce: 


à 


and whilst engaged in this duty they shall be subject to the 
* 


orders of the surgeon. unless when mustered, or called to quer 
ters; should they neglect to perform the duties required. and nal 


"so tenderness and humanity in the performance of them, the . 


surgeon shall meke a proper representation theroef to the cap 
toin. The sick berth shall be supplied with a sufficient number 
of buckets with covers, for the use of the sick, which shall be 
emptied frequently, and cleansed, and charcoal and water pei 
in them. The berth shall ba whitewnshed with lime, whenever 
an opportunity offers, and the deck sprinkled with vinegar. 
Anm. Y. He shell be extremely attentive to the persone! 
cleanliness of the peticnis under his care, and see that the bed 
nd bedding are properly eitended io; also, thet the sieh ex 


itualion may require. 

Arr S He shall report daily to the commander. the nur» 
ber, names, quality, and state of tho sick under his care, their 
iscase, and probable cause of the increase of the sick: also, the 
cosult of his trentment, agrecably to form. Me shall likewis 
deposit in the biunerle, en alphabetical list of these who are, or 
ought to be, excused from duly, in consequence of wounds, dic 
ence, 07 obher injuries. 

Amm, 9% The day previous to the discharge of a man from 
che sick report, whe hes becn subsisted by hiv, ho shall inform the 
parser in writing, in order that his steward may include him 
‘iia mess, in serving out the rations, 
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Art. 10. He shall at all times be prepared with every 
thing necessary for the relief of wounded men; and when the 
vessel is cleared for action, he shall repair to the cock nit, with 
his assistants and attendants, or to such part of the vessel as tha 
surgeon, with the consent of the commander, may contider most 
proper for their reception, the situation having been previously 
arranged. 

Arr. ll. <A variety of cases may occur, when, for the 
preservation of the lives of the siek, as well as for the safety of 
those who are well, it may be conceived necessary to remove 
part of the sick on the gun deck; it is therefore deemed proper 
that he should recommend their removal whenever circumstances 


with all ilie care and comfort that circumstances will admit of. 

Anm. 18. Each mon sent to the hospital shall be furnished 
with a sick ticket, also an inventory of his effects, agreeable to 
form. 

Ang, ld. Whenever very important and dificult ences oc- 
cur, he shall, if practicable, consult with the surgeons of the floct 
or squadron. 

Anm. 15. He shall instruct his assistomis, and oll others 
stationed with him, in the use of the tourniquet, and such other 
persons as the commander may appoint, .\ number of tourni- 
quets shall be distributed to the different quarters; also, two or 
three to each top, that the wounded mon may suffer as little 
as possible from the loss of blood, before their removal to tho 
cock pit. 

ArT. 16. He shall oecasionally inspect the crew, eed take 
every precaution to prevent the origin or progress of con 2 gions 
on the appearance of which he shall, without delay, report the 
case io the commander, in order that a timely suparciion moy 
be made of the sick from the well, and edopt such morsurcs cs 
may have a tendency to crrest the progress of the dieza 

Amm, 17. He shall frequently inspect the provisions and 
liquors which may be served out, and report the same te the 
commander, when unsound; he shall likewiso direct bic mateg 
to examine the cool?s coppers, to sec that he beeps them clean. 
and Hlowise report every thing respecting diet, dross, want of 

A. 


personal cleanliness; im shorl, every thing which mv como 
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within the sphere of his knowledge, tending to promote the 
comfort and health of the crew. 

Arm 19. He shall take care that the medicines, and gll 
other articles with which he is supplied, are faithfully adminis 
tered for the relief of the sick and wounded, and that no partc? 
them be wasted or embezzled, or applied to any other purpose 
than that for which they were intended. 

ArT 19. To enable the surgeon and his assistants to take 
proper care of the articles belonging to the medical department, 
& store room shall be allotted for their reception, which shall be 
solely under the charge of the surgeon, or, during his absence, 
of the first assistant. 


Arr. 20. Whenever the surgeon shall consider that a 


supply of fresh provisions, vegetables, or lemons, is necessary for 
the crew generally, he is to signify the same to the commanding 
officer. 

Arr 21. The surgeon shall be allowed a faithful attend 
ant to issue, under his direction, all supplies of provisions and 
hospital stores, and to attend io the preparations of the noui 
ment for the sick. 

Arr 22. The purser shall, from time to time, supply, o2 
the requisition of the surgeon, approved by the captain or con 
mander, such articles of provisions as he may want for the uo 
of the sick or convalescent; which articles shall be charged to 
the medical depariment, or against the rations of the sick which 
may have been stopped. 

Anz 23. At the end of every six months, the surgeon 
shall report to the secretary of the nevy, the conduct of ki 
mates; Whether they have performed their duty with geal and 
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the surgeon of the hospital where the vessel may bo laid up; 


THE GUNNER. 

ART. d. The gunner, having received directions for thet 
purpose from the captain, is to inform the officer having charge 
of the ordnance, when the vessel will be ready to receive het 
guns. ile is to attend to reccive them on board, and to see fac! 
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every gun is placed on its proper carriage, 2nd putin good order 
for use. 

Arr. 9. He is to examine very carefully into the state of 
the magazine, that he may be certain of its being perfectly fitted, 
and perfectly dry, before the powder is carried on board; butif 
he should find any appearance of dampness, he is to report it to 
the captain thet it may be properly dried. 

Arr, 3. He is to inform the captain when the powder 
will be ready to be sent on board, that the fire in the galley 
may be put out, before the vessel which carries it is suffered to 
come along side; while the powder is taking inte the vessel, no 
candles are to be kept lighted, except those in the light room, 
nor is any man to be allowed to smoke tobacco: as soon as the 
whole is stored in the magasine, the gunner is to neo the doors, 
the light room, and the scuttle carefully secured; end is to dc- 
liver the keys to the captain, or to such other officer as he shall 
appoint to take care of them. 

Arr. 4 He is never to keep any quentity of powder in 
any other part of the vessel than the magazine, except that 
which the captain shall order to be kept in the powder boxes or 
powder horns on deck; and when he delivers cartridges from 
the magazine, he is to be very particular that they are In cases, 
properly shut; and whenever it may be necessary to move pow- 
der from the vessel, he is to use the utmost caution, that all the 
passages to the magazine may be wetted, so as to prevent acci- 
dent. ; 

Arr. 5. Heis to turn the barrels of powder once ot least 
in every three months, to prevent the separation of the mitre 
from the other ingredients of the powder. He is also to examine 
frequently the barrels, and if he should find any of them dofoc- 
tive, he is to remove the powder into some of the barrels which: 
have been emptied. He is frequently to examine the cariridges 
which are filled, that he may remove the powder from any of 
them which he may find defective. 

Arr. 6. When powder of various qualities shall be sent 
on board, he is to be very attentive in using them in the order 
which shall be preseribed. 

Arm 7. He is frequently to examine into the state of ihe 
guns, their locks and carriages, that they may be immediately 
repaired or exchanged, if found defective; and he is frequently 
io examine the musketry, and all the other amall arms, to cee Phat 
they are kept clean, and in every respect fit lor service. 

Arr. 8. He is to be attentive in keeping the shot racks 
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full of shot, the powder horns end boxes of priming tubes full, 
and a sufficient quantity of match primed, and ready fer being 
lighted at the shortest notice. 

Ang. €, When a vessel is preparing for battle, he ia te te 
particularly attentive to sec that all tho quarters cre supplied 
with every thing necessary tor the service of the gums, the boarc- 
ers, firemen, &c. He is to see all the screens thoroughly wetted, 
and hung round the he ichways, and from thom to the magazine 
nefore hc opons the magazine doors. - 

Arm 10. After an engagement he is to apply to the ect 
inin for a survey on the powder, shot, and other stores remaining 
under his euarge, Sha. the quantity expendéd in the engager 
may be escerteinod. 

Anar. Li. He is never to allow any match to bo burnti zn 
the day time, nor more then two lengths at the same time iu fie 
night, witLout em order from the captain. When a metch i 
burni née iti is always to hang over a tub of water, and the gut 
ners mate of the watch is to cttend to it. 

Ang. 12, Te is to teke every possible precaution to pr» 
VERI a bell cariridges being given to tke men, among t 
zenk ca m ru for exercise, 

^m 15. is to De very attentive to the conduet of tas 
armorer end ks po to sec that they discharge their dci 
pr. pees tha! iney keep the muskets and other small arms cleri, 
cod order, always vepairing them when they are defic 
DE ud no; suffering them, through neglect, to become too bz] 
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qur tackie. ee being much en Ae to sa 
quenu "m st feet with r ust, he is to be particulari ty 
Luis Ís the Perd to cause the iron pias to be knocked out, and to 
bo oiled end greased. 
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SURVEYS 


RT. M. df any offecr shall wilfally sign any false rere 

Sty and condition of stores or provisa he is uiia à 
.urvey« or shall discover any fraudulent practices in tho manage 
caent of such stores or provisions, without making proper mer 
zon of them im bis reports or if any person she all give false oe 
count of stores Or provisions, b by which the snoveying offteer my 
b. deceived, and be led to make out an improper report, he is 
ro be immediately suspended, anc his misconduct rep acted to tha 
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commander-in-chief, or to the secretary of the navy, that he may 
he tried by a court martial. 


SAIL MAKER, 


Arr. le The sail maker is very carefully to examine the 
sails when they are received on board, and to inform the boat- 
swain if he discover any defects in them, or any mistake in 
their number or dimensions: he is to examine carefully whether 
they are perfectly dry when they are put into the scil room; end 
if any part of them be damp, the first proper opportaniy musi 
be taken to dry them. 

Arr. 2. Le is to be attentive to see all the sails properly 
tallied, and so disposed of in the sail rooms as to enable him to 
, lind immediately any that may be wanted. 

Amm & ile is frequently to inspect the condition of the 
sails in the sail rooms, to see that they are not injured by leak 
or vermin, and he is to report to tne boaiswain when i£ shall be 
necessary to have them taken upon deck io be dried. He is to 
repair them whenever they require it, and to uec his bess endea- 
vours io keep them always fit for service. 


CARPENTER. 


Arr. le When a vessel of wer belonging to the republic 
of Texas is to be commissioned, ihe carpenter is to inspect very 
minutely into the siate of the masts and yards, as well as those 
which muy be in store, to insure their being perfectly sound, and 
in vod order; he is also io cxemine every part of the hull, the 
magazine, store rooms and cabins, and he is to report to the 
captain any defect which he may discover. 

Arr. 2. He is to make every possible exertion in getting 
the stores on board, and he is to be very particulamin observing 
that they are all perfectly good, and thai he receives his fall 

‘allowance of every article. a 

Arr. 9, When the vessel shall be at seche is once at 
least every day to examine into the siete of the masts and yards, 
and to report to the officer of the watch when he discovers cuz 
af thom to oe sprung, or to be in any way defective. 

_ Arr 4. In vessels of two decks, he is frequently to exo- 
mine the lower deck poris, to see that thes are properly acd, 
and when they are barred in, ho and his mates gre frequontly io 
see that they are properly secured. 

Arr 5. Tle is to bo particularly careful in keeping che 
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pumps in good order, always having at hand whatever may t; 
necessary to repair them. DE 

Arr. G. lie is to keep the boats, ladders, and gratings, i 
>s good condition as possible, always repairing every damag 
*hey may-susiain as soon as he discovers it. . 

Arr. 7. He is to keep always ready, for immediate w | 
shot plugs, and every other article necessary for stopping sho: 
holes, and repairing other damages in battle; and, during the 
action, he is, with the part of the crew appointed to assist hin, 
to be coutinually going about the wings and passages, and th; 
hold, to discover where shot may have passed through, that iy: 
may plug up the holes and stop the leaks, as expeditiously a 
possible. 

Arr 8. Ifhe shonld at any time find stores, or other art. 
cles stowed in the wings or passages, in such a manner as mizi 
interfere wit his working, if required to cut out shot, or sw 
leaks during an action, he is to report it to the captain, tnt 
they may be removed. 

Arr. 9. When the vessel is going into port, he is to pre 
pare as correct an account as possible of the defect of the hui, 
masts and yards, and of the repairs she may stand in need of 
of which he is deliver to the captain two copies, ono of whit, 
when signed by the captain, he is te deliver to the master ship 
wright of the station. In making this report he is to be vai 
careful not to cxaggerate any defect, by which there mey ap 
pear to be a greater necessity for the vessel's being repaired tia 
really exists, nor is he to conceal any which may require te iz 
repaired. 


1 
D 


BOATSW AIN. 


Arr I. When a Tesian vessel is commissioned, the boat 
swain is to exert himself to get on board all the stores committe! 
to his charge, as expeditiously as possible, he is to examine then 
very carefully, ond to inspect very minutely all fitted rigging ; 
and to report to the captain such defects as he may discover 5 | 
theme 

Amm 2. When fitting out the vessel, and at all other time 
wher it may be necessary to cut out rigging, le is to be er 
tremely careful to cut every rope of the precise length allowed 
by the establishment, unless some particular circumstance, of 
pertaining to the vessel, shall make it necessary to alter its i 
which case he is to inform the captain, and to receive his order | 
ior such alteration. 


. 
o 


121 


Anr, 3. He is, once at least every day, to examine the 
state of the rigging, to discover, as soon as possible, any part 
which may be chafed, or likely to give way, that it may be re- 
paired without loss of time: he is at all times to be very careful 
that the anchors, booms, and beats be properly secured. 

Amm, 4, Heis to be very particular in having ready at all 
times, a sufficient number of mats, plats, nippers, points, and gas- 
kets, that no delay may be experienced when they are wanted. 

Amm 5. He is to be very attentive in obsersimg, while 
junk is working up, that every part of it is converted to all such 
purposes as it can possibly be made applicable to, 

Amm, ô He is to be very frequently on deck during the 
day, and at times both by day and night. When any duty shall 
require all hands to be employed, he is, with his mates, to sce 
that the men go quickly upon deck when called, and that when 
there, they perform their duty with alacrity, and without noise 
or confusion. 

ArT. 7o When the vessel is preparing for battle, he is to 
be very particular in seeing that every thing necessary for ro- 
pairing the rigging is in its proper place, that the men stationed 
for that service may know where to find immediately whatever 
may be wanted. 

Arr, 8. When the vessel is ordered to he paid off, he is 
to be very attentive to prevent any of the rigging being damaged 
or cut, and he is to see every part of it properly tallied and 
stopped together, before he returns it in stores. 


CHAPLAIN. 


Arr le He is to read prayers at stated poriods, perform 
all funeral ceremonies over such persons as may dic in the ser- 
vice in the vessel to which he belongs; or if directed by the conr 
manding officer, over any person that may die in any other pub» 
lic vessel. 

Arr. 2. He shall perform the duty of schoolmaster, and 
to that end he shall instruct the midshipmen in writing, arith- 
metic, and navigation, and in whatsoever may contribute to ron- 
der them proficient. He is likwise to teach the other youths of 
the vessel according to such orders as he shall receive from the 
captain. Ie is to be diligent in his office, 

, Amm, 9, He shall, when itis required of him, perform the 
‘duties of secretary to the commodore. 


MIDSHIPMEN. 


Apr. le No particular duties can be assigned to this 8 Chess 

of officers. They are promptly a and faithfully te execute cll 5. 

orders for-the poblic service whìch they shall receive fom ths 
commanding onicors 

[4 « 1l * a A 2 

Arr. 9). The commanding officers up consecr the u^ 

snipmen as a cless of officers, meriting in an especial degree t'y 

fostering care, They will see, therefore ‘that the school maste 
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perform s bi is duty N rds them, by diligently and fbithfr liy . 

structing them in those sciences appertaining ¢ to their pros slap, 

ane t ty he use his utmoal care to re nder them proficients onere 


ACH 
ARP. Do reas are to Í kcep regular journe's eu] 
deliver thera to the commanding omeer at the stated perisis t 


due form. 

Amr 4. Thev cre to consider it as a auiy they eve t 
their country, to employ a due porüon of their time Iu the stc 
of naval iecties, and in acquiring a thorough Lnowiedge of cà 
ihe various duties to be performed om band a man of won 


MARINES SERVING ON BOARD THE VESSELS Ol 
THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


The marine detachments appointed to scrve a 

sels of the republice or Teres, are to be entezed opa 
cir oaks as part of the complements for victuals, and wiih 
gard to provisions, ond shori allowance money, they cra C 3 
n all respects upon the same fooling with the se AMEN. 


a " 
7 
4 


Amr. 9. ill marine oiicers are to obey the orders of tu 
captain or commanding olücer of tho vessel, and also of tae com 


oT; me R uS nw e CS US ers i AA r 
maning oeer of the s tch: the marine GLA GOFS AFC, UPCI D 
me e c 1 ERE ^. cR "T 
occasions, (o bo treated as vell by the captain of the vese 
* Rd P LN EN. AE t 
D » bclongi ing to her, with the IO; 


y cll othuz cOcers enc people 

', and re duc io the commissions they bear. "Linz 
ure to pass e cabins or berihs erceted für them. 
ART. De "ph e marines are 4n o be exerciscd by the manit 
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we vs in the use of thelr arms as often as possible, tide Vacs 
Wey pene expert in the use theszof. Th hey are to be employe 
cs sentinels, end upen all other dalies and service en bontut 


a 

the vessel which they my be ct :pabloe oh and therein to be sie 
tect to the directions of the caicers or tae vessel, but they sr 
M to be obliged to go alien, or to bo punished for uoi shovis? 
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inclination to Go so. ind the captain or comme nding gnis 
of Mbo vescel is strictly charged not to suffer them to be ill tea" 
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cl nor a corgeaut or ectporal to be xus on any &ecouui by 
Ine oficere, potc; Onicore, OF S6RIBQM. ` 
e yo ‘a "No te dig serving on board of any of the Texian 
e of xav, is to be discarget as GüuCli ond entera as O gear 
meg Without üpecial authority from the secretary of the navy. 
An & “The commanding mariae cicer is to have in bis 
re the chests prepared for the arme, and the cert ridges 
or the use of the marines, The arms and drams are io bo undor 
his CRINE. and he is to be accountable for any les or damage 
thes may happen for want of sufficient care fa hims butif any 
such Toes or damage happen by ne default of ony other pereo, 
the marine officer is itamediotely to acquaint the captain of tue 
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eszel therewith, who & is to cause "e value i thereof to be tortue 
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with noted against the defanlier’s notae, in order to its being üc- 
daeted from his pay or wages. m 
Aum, @ The marine arms are io be kept clecm and in 
good order by the marines themselves, so far as they con do thie 
sache; but i neecssacy y, the marine oeer i may epr piy to the cep- 
tain for the ac sistance of one or more armorer’s mates 3, LO ropelr 
He crims, and she eoptoin in such case will order swa asciblance 
to be Monk i 
Ans. V, Vhen marines ore sont on board of any of the 
Teorian vecsols in onler to cervo at sea, the captain of f the verve! 
is to couse the purser to sapply i then, upon their coming en ecard, 
wilh o suit of bedding if mecec Say and from time ho time with 
such Sorther bedding &ud slop c Grote, Suc C9 Lae conmmuudiag 
EA Cicer may represent them to bo fa want of; (op oll which 


the officer charged with paying the marines shall settle with the 
pasce of tno vacat, e chargiay the aracunt orca to the accounts 
of tho marines to whom noch Laddigg and slogs beve been c 
issued, | 
^ ora VILIS 


IN. S. “he commanding morae oieor on board must 
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emu, onec o voci: at leas, inco the slate of the clothing end 
slops Cslcaging te each marine f he in 
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fd nes Nay loss oF ubace; 
E o. how fi it heppensds end he is to inform the caniin 
- vecsel o£ the circuri eee, Who Will apply such eokac- 

tive an moy be noperon y to prevent the recurrence of cuch lc. ex 
or abuses. 
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corps, an inventory of the effects so sold, and an necotm oft 
money or amount jor which they cold, sicaed by tho cantata c7] 
purser of the vessel, in order that cach emet may be gallon: 
to the legal representatives of the decorsed, à 

reg ‘10. A store room en board of ereh voco! to Lit; 
the possession of the marine oilicer, is to be appropriated exci: 
sively for the spare clothing, accoateomo RE ond all othez noc 
saries forthe use of the marines, 

Avr. ll. Marines, sick or dounded are to be thote 
seme care of by the surg geon of the v ah that the ECAT i Load 
and when it shell he neces sary to send 1 them cnt, of the vc 
for curo, they arc to be sent on shora to tho hospital onde) 
queriers,and are to bein all | respects uncer the same PC 
iens that are esta’ Wished for the sc»mens siek tickete oro ioo 
h them, similar to those to be sont with scamen. Th: 
join of the vessel and the commanding morine officer op Lown, 
to see that their bedding, clothes, z ang moeccsames OTB ocr 
dong with them, the particulars of which are to be noted at 
feat of the sick tickets. The commending merine offeco vU 
see tues cach man's things be securel« bound together an th 
belied. The propor officer at the hospital, or sic: genios oT 
the marine officer attending hospitsl duty (when theve oh M 
any.) are to take care that the sema ho salele des mosited and in. 

sor "ads gil the marines are either discharged, r PMDAWAYy op ctx 
52 Mischa rzed they are a delivered to ihai» respecte oz 
ers. and in the cases ati erion or death, they € aro ta bods 
posed of as nrovided in the cese of dead mons lathes on bey) 
of veczols. 

Anm 12, Parnes sant ciek on phone, oro t^ bo cori 
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the hospita lal sürgeon is tU set off upon the de kot ef disehakes 
from tie hospitel 224. . . 

- dum 14 Tho rations issued io cie marines must be 
charged by die poursey to tac subsistence Of merino corps. In 


id 


order that sho subsisience of the navy may have credit thereior 
in ilie sottlemens oF his aecound i 
Amr, 15. Marines are to be paid by the purser of the ves- 
sel walle they are on voard, and cha ugod the sume as ilio vessel's 
crow, Fay rolls signed wy ihe | purser, and countersig aed by ihe 
marine ofiieer, are to be regulusiy wanstdbied 5o the auditor o 


the treasury. 


NAVY AGENTS: 


Aum, lL "he navy agent being the person appointed to 
purchase supplies sor she sérviee of the navy. pay bills. and scil 
off all surplus or dseless stores, i» required to observe gnu aide 
by the foliowing regüle lions, slipn nlatons, and insirucrions ss 
well as euch instractons or off u dud 


p 


as have a bearing upon the duties as ier ned to ims n 
io expect that : any irreguiariy or omission in the Willing 
several forms referred to herein, for the keening of ii 
will pass unnoliced. 

Arr, 2. All supplies for v ressels repaiving ab the navy yard, 
or ia ordinary, are to be tur sich e cnis on the requi i 
tion of the commander. , 

ART 9. Sores, provisione, and supplies uf ev. ery descrip 
tion, purchased by an ngent ror she naval service of Wenns are 
to be obtained a£ the lovest res, and of the best qua is an 
upon the presenumunt of his accounts wl the trongar" doperdnent, 
hie mei produce suen Recount aliesied by me simenture of ine 
commanding oer, im proof of accureeve die Lut also pro- 


duce, ni wo same wie. the diront o: reauisiiions velel Were 
made upon lim fos suppiles, signed and counters! ignora. 3n LOO! 
of Lis wWuctiiy sor murcuases: uud i ustiv. ke mass oxbubis Suc 
receipis of the Fespecuvo olicers LO wh hous the sropl es wers dce 
livere&, Wimona; coca «aŭ every et these Ceeumen tss d IS ec. 
Coutts shall mot Le sctued. nor sual he recuive Q croc! tor cay 
acuouut nue vouched es obove reyuive rede l 

Are d. tly uüexes sont on Daonra oublie vessels bv an 
agen ty ave £O ve velit cred £O tua uta. Aadne Quee ul Or UB n 
perona as Re Lisy Buns CO kecelte sion otvervise thelr de- 


livery baul Ua ut vac diei ud euo oven. o 
ADT 5. Provisions and stores, purchared by an agent 


s fi 
other officers dewiied iu 


+ 


b 
EE 
cS 

ies 
oy 
p 

2 
as € 
te 


de 
E 


e oe Aa 


125 


to be surveyed when received om board; and if it appears by gy : 
report of the surveying officer, that they are unfit for the Porvies, 
they are to be re urned to the agent, 2nd, on settlement, the 
captain is to refuse to admit them in the account against tho 
vessel, and to transmit to the secretary of the navy a duplicar 
of the report of survey, accompanied by such remarks as the com 
may male mecessarye 

Anr 6 Every cask and package of provisions or supplic, 
(bread cxcepted,) wet or dry, must be numbered, and have th» 
contents thereof distinctly marked on it, as to quantity ond kiri, 
as well as the time when, place where, and by whom purehor] | 
or furnished, The casks are to be marked on the head, and thy 
packages om some propor aud conspicuous part of them. 

Ann Y. livery navy agent must forward his accounts wih ' 
the necessary vouchers for cettlement, to the auditor of the try 
SUEY, quarterly, to wit: On the first days of January, April, Jc, 
and October; in which must be distinctly stated the moneys cy 
pended, and articles furnished for ench vessel, and for other pa: 
poses. He will also be required to exhibit am account of tt 
articles purchased and remaining im bis possessions of ther t> 
livered over for soles a statement of the soles of old or wc 
viceabie articles, and a particular account of the moneys unc 
pended, and remaining in his hands. 

Arm. 8. No moneys are to he paid over by am agent, rr > 
purchases, or sales made, nor ony expenses incurred, except wit | 
the knowledge and sanction of the commanding oficer of th 
squadron, cr under particular imstrections from the secretary c, 
the navy. e 

Arm 9. livery exemt who shail, for two successive c7» 
ters, neglect to send in his accounts for settlement, as requic- 
unless spoeioMy exempted by the ceeretary of the navya os 
from thencclorward, not be allowed any of the emoluments cy 
pertaining to the oflice he holds; and 57 he neglects for (hre? | 
successive quarters to send them im hi powers eo agers ood 
totally cease, and his commission be null end votes . j 

ArT 10. Agents shall not be concerned diroetly ori 
rectly in sny supplico which it may be their dwy to farnish (3 
navy; end if it shall be found that they have participated $51? 
profits of any such supplies, they shall be dismvicsed from ci 
ofices, and will be prosecuted to the amount of their beac: 

ARP li. Navy agents dhall not pavance monsy to pu 
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and with the previous sanction of the secretary of the navy, by 
whom the amount shall De limited, - —— f 

^ Anr 15. Navy agents shall transmit quarterly to the Se2- 
retary of the navy, viz: On the first days of January, Agel 
July, and Getobes, of each year, 2 stalemeat of dll- purchases 
turned into stores, accompanica by the store IreGper S rGeclpt for 
the seme. - : : 


CAPTIVES AND PRIZE MONEY. 


Art. 1. And be db fariner enacted, That all pay ana emolu- 
vents of such officers and mea of any of the vessels of the repub- 
lic of Texas taken by an enemy, who shal sppess, by the sen- 
teuco of 2, court martial, o? ofherwise,to have done thei wlmose 
to preserve and defend their vessel, und after the taning tucrecty 
have behaved themseives obediently to their superiors, agreeably 
to the discipline of the navy, shall go ou and be paid them, until 
their death, their exehange, or discharze. a 

Arp Z dnd be i juriher cnacled, That the proceeds of 
all the vessels, and the goods taken ou board of teins waken shall 
be adjudged goca pyize, cücll. when of equal or superior force to 
the vessel making the capture, be the sole property of the cap- 
tors; and when of inferior force, shail be divided equally between 
the government of Texas, and the officers and men making the 
capture. , ` 

ART B Al be i enacted, ‘That the prize txonzy Dclonglig 
to the officers and men shall is distributed im the follocine 
maIMers ; 

. fs. Th the commanding offeers of o soncdron, or o cing?s 
vessel, threc troutielle, of which se conmsaadins oe rr? Ma. 
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4th. To midshipmen, surgeon's mates, captain’s cles’, 


schoolmaster, boatswain’s mates, gunners mates, carpenters 


mates, ship’s stewards, sail makers, master-at-arms, armorer 
cockswains and coopers, three twenticths end a half ` : 

oth. Te gunner’s yeoman, beatswain’s yeoman, quarter 
masters, quarter gunners, sail melter's mates, sergeants and con 
porals of marines, drummers, fifers, and extra petty officers, tuo 
twentieths and a half, 

Gth. To seamen, ordinary seamen, marines, and all other 
persons doing duty om board, seven twentieths. 


wth. Whenever one or more public vessels are in sight. c ' 


a 


the time any one or more vessels are taking a prize or price, 
they shall all share equally in the prize or prizes, according t» 
fne number of men and guns on board each vessel in sighi 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the keuse of representatize. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
resident go temo of the senato 
Approved, Dec. 15, 1936. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, 


sarcte foe Tesas Rail Road, Navigations and Banting 
COMPANY , 

Sre. lo Be dt enacted by the senate and house of veprez— 
tives of the republic of Tesar, in congress 
Branach T. Archer, James CoMinsworth, and thei present acd 
future accocintes, succercors, end assigns, be, and they are hescir 
erGoined. ccucktated, end declared to bo, from end immedictar 
after the passage ef this act, a body corporate and politie, $n ie 
aad im name, ey the style end titio of the $Prass nanncun 
NAVIGATION, AND DANIENG company;” and by that name, they 
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piccdiag end veing iion sty omewerlng and Boing 
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asncntbled, That icc: . 


said corporation, and doing and performing all things which are, 
necessary end common for companies of a cimilor nature fo dos, 
not contrary to the provisions of this charter, as hereinafter en- 
acted, er to the constitution of this republic. 

Suo. 9. Be wt further enacted, That the said company shail 
have banking privileges, with a capital stock of five millions of 
dollars, as well as the right of connecting the waters of the Rio 
Grande and the Sabine, by means of internal navigation and 
rail-roads, from and to such particular points of conmection o9 
may be agreed uponand selected by said company, with a privi- 
lege alse of constructing such branches, either by canals or raile 
roas, to connect with the main line above named, as may be 
agreed upon and determined by said company. 

Simo. 3e , Be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said 
company, shall be five millions of dollars, and be divided into 
fifty thousand shares, of one hundred dollars each; amd that. 
Düessrs. Branch T. Archer, James Collinsworth, and their pre- 
sent acsociates, be, and ave hereby appointed directors of said 
companys and whose duty it shall be to do and perform all the 
Cusiness incumbent upon them as such, mecessary to the success- 
ful operation of said bank, and the completion cf said works; 
and the same shall continue in ofico until their successors shall 
be duly elected and qualified. ` 

Sue. 4. Be it further enacted, That the aforesaid directes, 
their suececsore or assigns, shall have full power to borrow monev 
upon the faith of this charter; and alco to pledze such property, 
real or personal, of tia own, for the payment of the same, as 
in their wisdom may beat conduee to the intercct of oid corpo» 
rations and also to do dad perform, as directors of said bank, 
every thing necescovy and propor im exrryine it into complete 
operation; which said bank shell met co into orovation until i. 
has 2.opecic capital of one million of dollars paid ims and it sack 
not be lafal for caid bonk to charge more, upon any Parae 
bend, or note by it diccommied, than tem per cont. per annum: 
but shall have the privilege of buying and celling bills ef cz 
change, at such rates eo the market may atford for the time bne 
ings cord that the said discetore shall heave fell poworfo onact 
quali by-law; vule; ond regulations, for Che gevernmemt of said, 
bork, ond the works therowith comnected, ns they may decne 

ccosarr for the nec ond protection of the came, and for Me 
clection of Cerdcters and alll other matters 
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surer of Tegas a onus in gold or silver, as shall be required, tho 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, and also (wo and one-half 
per cent, per annum, upon the nett profits arising from the tol), 
fees, and charges, of such canals and reil-roads as may be ccu: 
siructed, so long as such charter shall comlinue; and also the 
said government or republic of Texas, shall have a free privilege 
of trensporting all soldiers, provisions, ammunitions, and inuu 
tions of war, and also all transports and ships of war, tree of tolb 
or other charges. 

Src. ©. Ded further enacted, Thai said charter shall eoz- 
tinue in full force and virtue, for and during the period of fort 
nine years from the passage of this act, at the end of which Cas 
the said company shall have the privilege of renewing the aws 
for a like period, by paying to the government dive Landed 
thousand dollars in gold or silver, and by further paying tix 
afier of five per cent. per annum, upon the nett profito avicag 
upon all tells, fees, and charges of suid works. 

Sue. T. De 8 further enacted, That co soon as said bush 
shall go into operation, it shall be the Caty of said company (3 
commence said improvements, and compleie the sume as ccc” 
therewiier us the means of sald company vill permit. 

Suc. & Be d further enachd, Thal if, at any lime fron 
and after the passage of this act, im the. opinion of the company. 
the commercial wants of the country, end the-welfarc of the 
company shill require il said capital steck may be inerecced o 
the sum of ten mLilots of dollars, by paying over to the gover 


ment or stato of Terus át that time, a-fütcber 0oxxe of ont hri 


dred thousand collutvs provided, $u no fustauee ohall suid cox 
pany discount more then Wree dullaru to one upon the eqis 
paid im: and proof ld forthkeamorc, hat upon Milure of caid bett 
to odela prowpely iG f sues in gold ov oiv upon presomtaticn, 
són of its bilo ay cuauld bo proicstud for sous ment accor, 
to law, shall, fom the dato of such priest, bear ca intorci ol 
teu per cont per anun, citi] poic, and for the payment of 
whicn, ull the cuarlerad property of oid company shall bo het 
pecponsibls. Be : 
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May cause, and award the same to the owner or owners of ced 
lands, and upon the payment, by the company, cither to the 
sheriff of said county, or to the party so rejusing, such award, 
together with the sum of two dollars per day for each of the 
jurymen, for each and every day so employed, and ten dollars to 
the sheriff, shall thereby have a good and bona fide title to such 
land, stone, timber, or other building materiels, as shall be 
awarded; and hould the said company wish to occupy any por- 
tion of the public lands, by their improvements, they shall have 
the right to take possession of, and pay to the government the 
minimum price of such lands, provided however, that said com- 
pany shall not he permitted to oceupy more thea one helf mile 
of such public lund from their works, on cither side. 

Sze. 10. Be it further enacted, That if any person or per- 
sons whatsocver, shall wilfully, by any means whatever, injure, 
molest, or destroy any part of the roads or canals constructed by 
said company under this act, or any of their works, buildings, 
fixtures, or machines, or other property, such person or persons 
so offending shall, each of them, bo liable for all damages oten- 
sioned thereby; and at any time within twelve moms efter 
such offence shall have been committed, and upon convir-ion, 
be punished by a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars, ar im- 
prisonment not exeveding twelvo months, or both, at the discro- 
tion of the court. 

Suo. ll. Be db further enacled, That the said company 
shall have the power to locate the bank at such place as they 
may think proper, and to,establish as many branches thereof as 
they may think the necessities of the community require. 

Suc. 12. Be it further enacted, That the executive oboli 
annually appoint a government commissioner, whose business it 
shall be to examine into the circumstances of caid corporation, 
and report thercon, whether the government tonus has been 
properly made out and paid over te the proper oficer of tho 
government, to receive the same. The pay of said commissioner, 
to be hereafter delermined by some future congress, to be paid 
by said fnstiiutions 

Sre. 19. Be db further enacted, ‘That in the event the first 
named bonus of twenty-five thousand dollorc shall mot be pric 
within eighteen months from and ofier the passage of this act, 
the codd charter shall he forfofted, and forever thereafter be nll 
nnd void. 

Bre. ld. And be dt further onecicd, That said company chok 
not iesye any note for a omaller sum than five dollars, ncitirop 
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shall they establish more than two branches without the cóüsen. 
of some future congress, and (hey shall pay oné per cent. upon 
ihe dividends of said Bank for the use of the republic. i 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of ike kouse of representatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, - 
President pro tem, of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 16, 1536. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Jokn Ricord. 
Resolved, by the senate and Rouse of representatives of the rept 
lic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the secretary of the 
irensurv-be, and he is hereby authorized and required to pay 
John Ricord, out of any moneys in the treasury not other 
approprinted, at the rate of fifteen. hundred dollars per annum 
for the time ne acted as private secretary to the president “ad 
interim," and also for the time he has acted as such to the pre 
sent incumbent. : 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro iris of the senate 
Approved, Dec. 17, 1836. ° 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


FRAN ee UA 


JOINT RESOLUTION, - 
Por the relief of Thomas Je Greena 
Be it resolved by the senale and house of vepresentaticrs of tke 
raublie of Teras in congress assembled, That the president be. 
and he is hereby authorized to pay to Thomas J, Green or order, 
out of the first means in the treasury, or any agency of Téxes, the 
suum of twenty-four thousand one hundred and fifty-four dolors 
and four cents, say 324,15. 04, together with the damages and 
etot of protest for and on account of this government: provid, 


a 
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he, the said Thomas J. Green, shall file with the executive the 
account of the same, reported to this congress receipted in full. 
zi IRA INGRAM, - 
` Speaker of the hauge of representatives. . 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro teme of the senate. 


Approved, Dec. 17, 1836. 
í SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 
Requiring the Chief Jusiices of the County Courts to give informas 
tion to the Secretary of State; concerning the boundaries of their 
*yespective counties. 


Resolved by the senate and house of vepresentatices of the vcub- 
lic of Texas in congress assembled, That the chief justiecs o7 the 
sevéral county courts of this republic be, and they ore hereby 
required to furnish the secretary of state with a description of 
their county boundaries, and such other information and observa- 
tions relative to the same, as they may conceive condtcive to 
the convenience of their citizens, and said information is reqrired 
to be furnished by the first day of May next. ` 

TRA INGRAM, — 

Speaker. of the house of vepresenteticce. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 

President pro tems of the scnetr. 

Approved, Dec. 17, 1836. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, 
To definc the Boundarics of the Republic of Texase 

Secs ls Be i cructed by the senate cend house of vcproscntao 
tives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That from 
and aiterthe passage of this act, the civil and political juricdic 
tion of this republic be, and is hereby dcclared to extend to the 
following boundaries, to wits: beginnire 21 the mouth of the Se- 
bine river, and ruuning west along the Gulf of Mexico three 
leagues from land, to tae mouth of tae Rio Grande, thence up 
tho principal stream of daid river to its source, thence duc nort? 
to the forty-sccond dores of norte latitudes thenee ulong the 
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boundary line & defined 1n the treaty between the United Git | 


and Spain, to tle beginning: and that the president be, and f 
hereby authorized and required to open a negotiation with the 
government of the United States of America, so coon as in hh 
opinion the public interest requires it, to ascertain and defing 
the boundary line os agreed upon in said treaty. 

IRA INGRAM, 

Speaker of the house of representation 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President of the senate pro iem. 


Approvod, Dece 19, 1883. 
SAM. HOUSTON: 


mec ELECT 


AN ACT, 


bd e v * * * 9 2 
Jethorining the Printing and Publishing the Laws of tho Peri 
sé 


onal Government, the Acts of the Convention of dlarch iet 
and the present Congress. 

Sco. l. Be dt enacted by the senate and house gf reprernte 
tives of the republic of eas in congress asscmhledy Thot the 
president be, and he is hereby authorized and required to com 
to be printed in pamphlet form, os soon as practicable, two the» 
cand five hundred copies of the laws and resolutions of the pro 
visional government, together with the constitution, ordinances 


and recolutions of the convention of March last, snd the act, | 


and two hundred and fifty copies of the journals of the present 
congress: and that he furnish each judge, justice of the peace 
sherifi, clerks of the different courts, and members of congr 
with a copy as seon a9 practicable. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representasiccs 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro temo of the nato 
Approved, Dee. 19, 1830. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 
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JOINS RESOLUTION, 


TT SS " $0 Xa AL * 
Meking specifie JInpropirietfeng, 


: 4 

Sica. lo Ltesolecd, by the sexcte endl bouos of rene cul. a 
F the gcaublte of Tha EAM ua j rp K Mp 
of the veowblie of Lents, in sengrese gaccxchizd, "hot tine prosti 
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of the land scrip, aud the cale of 2 league and labor of land on 
the east ead of Galveston Island, which have or may come into 
the hands of our ngent, David White ef Mobile, be, ond are 
hereby exclusively appropriated for the purpose of farnishing 
our army with supplices of clothing, provisions, and munitions of 
war: provided that the appropriations made by this resolution 
shall not be so construed as to affect any previous appropriations 
made by this congress out of said funds. 

IRA INGRAM, 

Speaker of ihe Rouse af veprescntacicese 
RICHARD LLLIS, 


President pro tem. of the Senaree 


Approved, Dee. 19, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT, 
lestablishing Fees of Offices 

Suc. lo Be it enacted by the senato end Rouse of rouvan 
Hes of the vepublée of Tegas dm congress acsembled, "Tho X sall 
be lawful for the clerks of the suprovae court, clerks of tne dis- 
trict courts, clerks of the county couris, clerks of the couris of 
probate, county recorders, judges of probate, justices o? the 
peace, attorneys ond counsellors at law, allornay general, nota 
ries public, sherif, coroners, consiables, and ebiay in Gees of Lac 
county courts respectively, to demand and receive the soveral 
fees hercine fer mentioned, for cay business by them respectively” 
done by virtue of their several offices, and no mores thet is lo 
say i— 


TO TNE CLERKS OF THE SUPRA COURT, 


For entering the appearance of either party in person or 
by altorncy, Êfty centes for every rule entered on rule docet, 
fifty cents; for copy of every rule, seventy-five cento: fov ^ntor- 
ing every continuance, one doller; for cdmfnictoring aa oeth Or 
affirmation, twenty-five cents; for docketing ceure, to bo charged 
but once, seventy-five cents; for enterin,; cvery judguicad, iwo 
doller: for entering every decree, two dollars for fling the 
recon! upon a writ of error, certiorari, o? supersedear, seventy- 
five cents; for taxing costs in any suit or action and copy Ciorcos, 
one dollar; for every order in court, seventy-five cenis; i 
search for any thing above a year's standing and reading if re- 
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quired, fifty cents; for all copies required to be made, for every 
hundred words, twenty-five cents; for every service not beri 
mentioned, the same fees allowed the clerks of the district ecct 
for similar services; and there shall be allowed by the suprc 
court to their cleri, reasonable office rent, stationary, and tabio, 
ie be paid out of the treasury of the republic; on the order of te 
courte 


TO THE CLONES OF THE DISTRIG? COURTS, 


For cach writ, with copy of petition, two dollars; for deck 
eting cach cause, to be charged but once, twenty-five cents; fy 
filing each bond, declaration, plea, or other pleading or pape, 
twelve and a half cents; for entering cach appearance, twenty 
five cents; for entering each motion, rule, or order, thirty-seven 
and a half cents; fer declaration in ejectment, three dollars; fir 
entering each non-suit, discontinuance, or nolle prosequi, aeventys 
five cents; for order and copy of rale of reference, one dol 
for swearing each witness, twelve and a half cents; for entering 


$a 


‘ach continuance, thirty-seven and a half conis; for venire facis 


d 


in every cause tried by jury, ffty-cents; for scire facias, (execpb | 
against jurors when excused) two dollars; for swearing and co ' 


dict, Rity cents; for entering each judgment, ceventy-live con 
for cach subpeena, for ono witness, fifty cents; for every att 
tional neme inserted, twenty-five cents; for entering surrenty 
of principal by his bail, fifty cents; for commission to tale deps 
sitions, one dollar; for copy of interrogatories to accompany c1 
commission, for every hundred words, twenty cents; for takhg 
a recognizance, seventy-five cents; for each execution, one C2 
lar; for taxing costs im each cause amd capy of same, seventy 
five cents; for making a complete record of any cause after 553 
judgment, for every hundred words, twenty-five cents; for exch 
‘bail, price seventy-live cents; for each certificate without eo, 
twenty-five cents; for each certilicate with seal of ofice, fiy 
cents; for entering finding of indictment or fling informatie, 
fifty cenis; for arraigning prisoner and entering plea, one dol: 
and fiy cents; for cil copies, other thea herein mentioned, t 
every hundred words, twenty cents; for all services not hor 
provided for, such sum 23 the court shali direct; and thero cb! 
be allowed reasonable office rents, stationary, cases and to575 


by the court, to be paid on the order of Ghe court, ous c? — 
commiy trcasury. 


ponnelbng every jury, fifty cents; for receiving and entering vo 
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TO LUE CLORIUS QU THA COUNTY COURTS, 


Por like services by them performed, the same fees as are 
by law allowed to the clerks of the district courts. 


TO THE CLERISS OF THE PROBATE COURTS, 


l'or recording the probate of any will or testament, ond for 
letters testamentary thereon, two dellors; for recording a will, 
testament, codicil, an inventory, appraisement for cxcewiors, ade 
ministrators’, collectors’, or guardians’ accounts, or cny other 
papers than herein otherwise provided for, for every hundred 
words, twenty cents; for taking bond and administering oath to 
executors, administrators, collectors, or guardians, and recording 
the sume, two dollars; for letters of administration. collection, or 
guardianship, and copy of order granting the same, two dollars; 
dor all orders and copies not herein otherwise provided for, tor 
every hundred words, twenty cents. 


TO PIE COUNTY RECORDERE 
For the oath of a witness or the acknowledgement of the 
party to the signature of any wriling, and making certificate of 
the same, fifty cents; for all recording, aad all copies from his 
office, for every hundred words, twen'y cents. 


TO IJUDGRS OF PROBATE 


For taking the probate of any will or testament, two dol- 
lara; for exomining, stating, and reporting cach account of once 
cutors, administrators, collectors or guardians, one-half per centa 
commission om the amount of such account; for appointing an 
administrator, collector, oc gvardion ond appraiser, two dollars 
for each order for the parütion of real estate among heirs or 
devisees, one dollars for each order for the appointment of come 
missioners on the representation of an estate being tusolvent, one 
dollar; for apportionment of an insolyent’s estate among erodit 
020, five dollars, 


SO IUTORIGLS OF CM PRACK, 


For cach warrant in civil causes, wilt copy of petition, one 
dollar; for each warrant in criminal cases, one dollars for cach 
judgment, seventy-five cents; for cack miitimus or recornizance, 
ceventy-live comto; for each subpoeno for witnesses, twentysivye 
cents; for each executions one dollars jor each attachment, iie 
cluding bond and affidavit, two dollar, for cach appeal, with 
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the proceedings, bond, and certificace, two dollars; for each cath 
or affidavit, twelve and a half cents; for each certificate, twenty 
five cents; for taxing costs on any execution, twenty-five cent; 
for each transcript of his record, for every hundred words, twenty 
cents; for all writing required of him by virtue of his offce, r% 
herein otherwise provided for, for every hundred words, twenty 
cents. 
TO ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW, 

For prosecuting or defending a suit in supremo court, tweny. 
five dollars; for like services in a district court, ten doliis 
for like sorvices in a county court, five dollars; for prosecuting 
or defending a real or mixed action, in supremo or district court, 
thirty dollars; for cach appeal from the decision of a justieo o 
the peace to the county court, five dollars. 

TO THE AFLORNEY GENERAL OR DISTRICT ATTORNEYS, 

(fer the use of the republic of Texas.) for every crine 
prosecution by indictment, in cases of felony, where the offerde 
is convicted, tilly doilars; for every prosecution for misdemeaaen, 
where the offender is convicted, ten Collars; for every action by 
original writ in behalf of the republic, for the recovery of ope 
cuniary penalty, where the defendant is convicted, ten dollar 


TO NGTARILS PUBLIC, 

For protesting any bill, registering ana seal, iwo doller: 
for attesting letters of attorney and seal, one dollar; for notari 
alidavil to an account or other writing and seal, fifty cents: f 
regisicring a forcign bill, protested with certificates, two dollar 
for registering 2 protest of x bill of exchange or note for no 
payment or non«;eecpíanceo, one dollar; for cach onin or eu 
mation, with seal, fifty cents; for al other notarial acts «s 
otherwise provided for, with seal, onc dollar. 

TO SLIDRIWTTG, 

Vor levying an attachment om the estate of am absent 
albsconding debtor, two dollars; for serving each writ nof hori 
otherwise provided for, two dollars; for levying excettion, ire 
dollars; for making money on execution, for the first hundral 
dollars, five per cente; for all sumo over ome bundred and not cx 
ceeding two hundred dollars, four per cents; and for all cam 
above iwo hundred dollars, two and a half mer centes for rob > 
ing execution, seventy-five ecnts; for serving defendant with coz 
of writ, fifty cents; for cach bail bond, or recognizance ant c» 
sigamné thereof, one dollars for cummoning cach wino fy 
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cents; for executing 2 vsitof possession and return, two dollars; 
for making a deed to purchasers of real estate, three dollars; for 
attending prisoner om habeas corpus, each day, throe dollars; for 
cach commitment or release, one dollor; for serving a declara- 
tion in cjectment, and copy thereof, two dollars; for toling a 
bond of any kind, fifty cents for execuüng a death worrant, 
twenty-live dollars; for removing a prisoner, for every mile, 
going and returning, twelve aud o half cents; for every day's ab 
tendance with such prisoner on the judge, in vacation, three dol- 
laro; for empannelling a jury, im each cause, where a Jury is 
sworn, fifty cents; for whipping a free person by order of court, 
two dollars; for whipping a slave by order of court, one dollar; 
fov bronding by order of court, throe dollars; for serving scire 
facias on each defendant, seventy-five cents; for serving am at- 
tachment for contempt, and returning same, one dollar and 
twenty-five cents; for executing venire facias, to be taxed in 
exch cause tried, fifty cents; for summoning a special jury, three 
dollars; for serving every person with a summons, not herein 
provided for, fifty cents; where property attached ic cold, the 
same commissions as for selling under execution; for empannel 
ling grond juries, advertising and attending clections, cerving all 
public orders of all courts in the county, and for all other public 
services mot otherwise particularly provided for, a sum not cx- 
ceeding fifty dollars, to be allowed by the district court, and paid 
cut of the county treasury. 


TO CORONERS; 
For taking am inquisition on a dead body, ten dollars; for 
all services dome by them, the came fees as are allowed to sheriff 
for similar services. 
TO CONSTADLES, 
or serving cach warrant or oemmonc, ono dollars f^» sume 
moning each witness, fifty cents; for executing o mittinus E 


criminal cases, one dollars for serving an attachment one dolar 


L4 


Las Dl 
and fifty centa; for taking bonde, when necessary, seventy-tvo 
cents; for levying exécution, one dollars for moving MORCY Ca 
execution, for all cums mot exceeding twenty dolloss; ono Collor 


for all cums over twenty and not exceeding cto hundred doo, 
ive per cent ; for cummoning coroners Inquest, to bo paid by 

10 cosnty, türoo-dolleras for conveying o criminal to otl, fe^ 
Overy talo going ond feturning, velve ond a half contos for 
Gach day's ottcrdanes on courty, thon autamencd by tha codi 
t» ba Pa ont of the county trono, two dollars, 


ho 
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TO VL CIEL JUSTICO OF TOL COUNTY COUNTS, 


For each suit commenced in said court, one dollar, to be 
taxed in the bill of costs, and paid by the party cast. 


Suc. 2d. ‘The fees herein before montioned ohall be targ 
and slowed in the bill of costs 3n all suits or actions, where thy , 
service’; respectively, shall have been rendered; but net mon ' 
than one copy of any matter ohal: be allowed in the bill of ges 
neither shall the clerk fax more then one attorney's foe in th, 
bill of costs; and if any party, or their attorney, shall take ex 
copies of their own declarations or pleadings, or of their any 
papers, in any cause, or of any common order made in sp 
cause, the charge of such copies shell not be allowed in the bh 
of costs. : 

Suc. 3d. very clerk and sheriff shall keep a fee heck, 
and shall enter therein every fee for cach and every distin} ew 
Wace, and said fec book shall be at all times open for the inex 
tion of any persca wisbing to soe the secount of feos chan 
against him thercing none of the fees herein before monio] | 
shall be payable until there be produecd, or ready to be poi 
duced, 2 bill ia writing, containing the particulors of such ia, 
signed by the proper oilieer. 

Sze. 4th. It shall be lawful for the clerks of the sever! 
courts of this republic, when suits or causes are determinod, cz] 
the fees not paid by the party from whom they aro due, to ile 
out executions, directed to the sheriff or other proper oficer d 
the county, where the party resides, ang the sheriff or other pic 
per ollicer shall execute and return such executions as in othe 
cases, provided that a copy of the bill of costs is annexed to su 
executions. ST 

Suc. 5th. The clerks of each and every district shall, be 


or aclion, demand «nd receive of the plaintiff in such cuit orc 

a 2 f aba ZW 
Collar, on all cuch process issuing out of any county court; whe 
forcsaid, shalt be hel responsible for c2 


tas: shall be faclzded fa the bH of costo; and ony ofitecr hein 
named, who chal! charge and receive n greater fee than incih 


allowed, shall, upon conviction thereof, before ony court of this 
republic, forfeit and pay a fine of one hundred dollara, and be 
deprived of his ofice» 
TRA INGRAM, 
Spooker of the house of rozresentatioces 
RICHARD BELLIS 
President pro lem of tle Erte 
Approved, Dec. 19, 1836, 
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AN ACT, 

Organizing Justices’ Courts, and defining the powers and juriodiee 

tion of the same, and alse creating and defiaing the ofice end 

powers of convmissionors of voeds and rencprte i 
SBG te DT enacted by the senate cad howe of icorexazetic.) 
of the republic of Tess, ti congress esczmbled, That there choll bo 
elected, by the qualificd electors of each milia coptaiu’s cictrict 
two justices of the peace for their respective districts, who shali 
be commissioned by the president, ond shell hold their ofiteca for 
a period of two ycars, and chall take the oath preceribed by law 
for all officers of this republice It chall be lawful for the said 


justices so elected, after taking the oath of officer, ta cater i55 


diately upon the discharge of their duticss and thelr acts shall 
be as valid in low, before they reccive commirsicns from tho 
president, as aiterwarda. ^s 

Sco. 2 In all casos where u07 por-oa hos tecr cicetod 
justice of tho peace, and neglects to qualify himself c itum twenty 
days, after notice of cach cleetion, the clection shall bo deemed 
void, and the chief justice of the county ccnrt shell order C new 
electica. i 


"EE cep tye ate x " MESA uis & 
Sre. €, Any justice Of the pooce who shall Se cohNiy c: 
preconümonut of 2 grond jury, in the district court chile prope.’ 
E PS EN 1 ah s s Ae oe 
county, ar] on convistion iuczeof ohall vacate his ofico, and L5 
Re 5 I man 5 EP A o ^ a a > e` ro 
thereciter rendered Incapabla of holding the ofico a? justice ef 
Suo. Go ‘Theo justices cf the poseo 30221 be coumoryators os 
A e a LAUS EE $ 3 Prae AX Vp PE z 
the peace Within tacir zcopoetivo eeaun 73, and chal have Lowe: 
ic take all manner of recognizance, with cr withcut cecurty, os 
good behaviour to kocp tho ponte, ec fe? oppencanec 25 the pro» 
^ x = ead $53, -X ] — e PLE - o0 
per cecar to answer ehargea erhiokoð or crimes cemumitecd Ia 
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the view of such justices; and tm caso amy person phall refuse to 
enter into recognizance as aforesaid, and to find ccewrity when 
required, it shall be lawful for justices of the peace to comm 
the person so refusing to the county jail, there to remain unti 
he shall comply with the order of such justice; ond all recegub 
Zonee so taken, shall be certified to the proper ccart for the 
county, at the next term thereafter; and if any person dhall for 
feit his rocognizance, it shall be seut and certified with the recor! 
of default or cause of forfeiture, by the justice, to the proper 
court without delay. 

Suc. 5. Any justice of the peace shall, by warrant under 
bis hand, cause any person charged on owth of having committe! 
or being suspected of any crime or misdemeanor, to be appro 
hended and brought before him; and if in the opinion of such 
justice, there is suficient cause to commit such percom to the 
county jail, where such offence is mot bailable, or where th 
effencer is unable or unwilling to give bail, to appear before th: 
proper conri to answer to the crime charged. 

Sre @ Any jutie of the pexce shall issue a search wor 
rant for otalen goodc, on the esti of any credible perzom, po» 
ticularly deceribing the place or persons suspected and intend) 
to be cearched, and the article for which search in made. 

Scr 7, When any poron charged with a crime chall t2 
brought before any justice, he chall take the voluntary infor» 
tion of the accused in writing, ond the information on oath ofall 
witnecses that appear, concerning the crime alleged to have bean 
committed; and the accused shall have the privilege of putting 
any questions he thinke proper, which quontiemo and emoves 
choll be written down. It shall be the duty of the juntice to 
trenomit a copy of all such examinations to the next sucecediz; 
torm Of the prepor court. 

Sco & If any person, charged with a criminal ene 
chali remove or eseape from the county where such offence D 
alleged to have been committed, into another county, M.chall te 
the duty of any jwctice of the peace for the ecunty where co} 
zagcon mey be, to endorme the warrant cf ony juctse of the 
peace where the offence was committed, whieh choll be guie 
authority for arresting ouch offender, im ony plese within the 
josicdiction of cach justices cnd cue eriraimal choll be eared to 
the county where the clemee wes commitlicd, thr examine‘ich 
Cubpwacs for witnesses may icome Co amy county, on the part af 


Che republe, where it fa maecccosy for bringing on offender t 
2 


jose; which shall‘be enccated by any cheer cuthorized os 
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cute process in the county where such witness resides; and any 
justice of the peace of the county to which any offender may 
have removed or escaped, shall, om the oath of any credible per 
som, arrest and havé conveyed to the proper county for examine- 
tion, any person charged vith crime. s.n 

Src 9, Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction for all 
suits and actions for the recovery of money on any account, bend, 
bill, promissory mote, or other written contract, covenant, or 
agreement whatsoever, or for specific erticles; where the sum 
demanded does not exceed onc hundred dollars. 

Szo 10. All suits and actions before a justice of the peace, 
shall be commenced amd executed and returned im the same 
manner, and under the came penalties, as provided by the ninth 
section of the “act establishing the jurisdiction and powers of 
the district court,” so far 25 is consistent with this act. 

Sec. ll. All process from a justice of the peace, in civil 
suits, shall be under the hand and seal of such jusiicc, directed 
to the officer whose duty it shall be to execute the seme, shall 
be returnable at a certain time and place therein named, not 
less than ten, nor more than thirty days from the time of issuing 
the same; and om return thereof, the justice shall proceed to 
hear and determine the case on its merile, iv the parties oppenrs 
give judgment by default, if the defendant fail io appear and 
contest the plaintiff'o demand, or cuter judgment of “non suit” 
against the plaintiff if he fail to appear and prosecute his cloim, 
and shall issue execution against the goods and chattels of the 
party against whom judgment is so entered, for the amount of 
judgment and cost, or costs alone, as the case may requiro, re 
turneble at the time and place to be therein stated, not less than 
fifteen nor more than thirty days. Any justice may, for good 
cause shown, on oath or affirmation, edjourm the thal of ony 
cause to a time not exceading ten days. l 

zc. 129, No person shall be sued before any justice of the 
peace, except within the district where he resides, or the dictriet 
where the debt was contracted, if in the same county. 

Sco. 13. On the trial of any cause before o. justice of the 
peace, if other catisthetory evidence cannot be hod concerning 
the matter in controversy, the justices shell prosecd to esamine 
the parties or cither of them, on oath, ond give sucli judcginent 
as may appear to be just anid equitable. i 

Suo. ld, Every justice of the pesce chall make a (ip 
record, in a book that he shall keep fc» thot puripcse, of the pros 


A 


ceedings in all suito and cxominotions had beforo him 
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Suo 15. Any justice of the peace, before whom any ex; 
is pending, shall issue subpoenas for all witmesses required b 
either party residing within the county; and im case any witncy 
required resides without the county, may, provided voacounbh 
and sufiiciont notice hes been given to the adverse party; of th 


time and place of taking the depositions of such witness, iwez | 


commiczion to some justice of the county in which such witac; 
resides, to take his or hor depositions; which deposition, so talion 
and returned, shall be read im evidence; and the provisions ro 
specting witmesses of the “act establishing the juricdiction ond 
powers of the district courts,” shall apply in alll cases before a ic; 
tice of the peace, so far as they are not inconsistent with this cc, 

Scc. 16 Any justice of the peace may grant a stay dl 
execution issued by himself, for all omms under twenty dolan, 
twenty days; and over twenty dollars and under fifty doll, 
forty days; all sums over fifty dollar sixty days; provided the 
dcfendant shell enter into bond, with security, to be approved 
by the justice, in the penalty of double the amount of the judg 
ment, including interest and costs, conditioned for the payment 
of the some; and im case the money is not paid at the end a 
such stay, execution shall issue against the principal and security, 
for the judgment, with interest and all costs. All judgmenb 
rendered by any justice of the perce; shall bear legal inte 
until paid. 

Sne. l7. Any party may appeal from the decision of any 
justice, to the next term of the county court for the coul, 
where the sum in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars; onl 
the case shall be tried de novo, on giving bond with security, O 
be approved by the justice, payable to the adverse party, co» 


oo 


ditioned for the procecution of such appeal to effects ond te | 


payment of such judgment, with the intercot, and all costs on 
damages in case the same shall be nfürmoeds ond if the defendant 


be the party who appecls, and judgment be rendered for Ù. 


plaintiff in the original suit, ten per cent. damages upon {3 
amount shall be included in such judgment. If the judgment ef 
the county court be for the defendant im the original cuit, hs 
shell recover full coste. 


Sue. 18. Every juctice of the peace, from whose decistca ' 


aa appeal is taken, shall, on or before the mext ter of %2 
county court, file with the clerk thereof, a certilied copy of cll 
the proceedings im such eae. 

Sue 19. In eacso of ornergeney, juctices of tho peace y 
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depute any reputable person to execute any process issued by 
them. i 2 F " l " 

Sino, 20. All fines end penalticy assessed by virtue of this 
act, chall be paid inta the county treasury of (he proper county. 

Sue, 91. E all be the duty of every justice of the peaco 
in this republic, on the first Monday of January in every year, 
to male a return to the county treasurer of hic county, of all 
fines and penalties which he shall have assesced during the 
twelve months preceding, and to pay so much thereof ag he 
shall have collected; and any justice who shall fail to make such 
return, and pay over the money by him received oo aforecnid, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in ofice, and om con- 
viction thereof, shall be removed in the manner prescribed im 
this act. 

Suc. 2% When from any cauce a justice of the peace shall 
vacate hio office, all the books, records, and papers appurlainiag 
to his office, shall be transferred to the next justice of the same 
district, who shall complete the business of such justice, in the 
same manner ao if originally commenced by himself. 

Sze. 23. Be dt further enacted, That in all cases where tho 
defendant appears, he shall plead, im offset, all debts known to 
be due him by the plaintiffs and the justice shall render judgment 
for such sum 29 may appear to be due, either to the plaintiff ov 
the defendant, as the evidence may require; and in case of a 
foilure of any defendant er defendants so to plead his debt or 
demand, in offset, the said debt or demand shall not be recover- 
able thereafter: provided, however, that in all cases the seid party 
may sue for and recover the same so due him, if he can shew 
good and satisfactory cause why he did not plead such due or 
demand in compensation on the day of trial. 

_ Sec. 24. No justice shall cit in judgment in any suit in 
which he may be interested, or where he may be related in the 
third degree to either plaintiff or defendant; and in all such cases 
the suit shall be tried by the justice of the precinct not co intere 
ested or related; and im case both of said justices shall be co in- 
terested or related, then, and in that ease, the suit shall be tried 
and determined by the justices nenrest adjoining, not co inter- 
ested or related; and for the further government of the justices 
court, the rules prescribed in an act establishing the juricdiction 
and powers of the district courts, shall apply in all cases, when 
they are not inconsistent with this act. 

Sec. 25. County commissioners, the justices of the peace, 
and the chiof justice of the county court, shall constitute a board 
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of commissioners for their respective counties; which board cull 
have the entire superintendence and control of roads, highway, 
ferries, and bridges, and of the poor within said counties. 

Sees 26. The said board of commissioners shall meeta 
the court house of their respective counties in the months d | 
January, April, July, and October, of each year, on such days 
a9 shall be designated by the precident of the beard; and wa 
so assembled, shall have authority to establish ferries, deter: 
the tolls of the same, to order the laying out of roads where z> 
ecssary, direct where bridges shall be built, and contract Zi 
building the same, at the expense of the county; to discontiu 
all roads now or hereafter made, that are deemed useless; oW 
to alter roads so as to make them more useful. 

Src. 27. The chief justice of the county court shall be e 
officio president of the board, and shall cause a record 50h 
made of the proceedings of the board, which record shell 
made by the clerk of the county court. In the absexce of (2 
president of the board, a president pro tempore shall bo chens | 

Sree. 28. A majority of justices shall be necessary to cor 
stitute a board; and if any justice fail to attend the mectingsd 
szid board, he shall forfeit and pay a fino to the county trecany 
of not less than twenty-five nor more than fifty dollars, recov 
able before any justice of the peace of the county, unless is t; 
opinion of said board, he shall render a reasonable excuse 

Suc. 29. It shall be the duty of said board of commisic> 
ers to provide, at the expense of the county, for the supported 
indigent, lame, and blind persons, who are unable to supp: 
themselves. l 


* 
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Sze. 30. The said hoard of commissioners shall, in t 


cient to discharge the demands on their respective connties, upa | 
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in the same manner that taxes due to the republic are collecti, 
shall be paid into the hands of the county treasurer at i 
same time, and under the same regulations and restrictions 3 
may be provided by law for the due collection and payment o: 
taxes levied by the republic. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of ihe house of renrescniatiocn 
RICHARD BELLIS, | 


President pro temo of the senates 


Approved, Dec. 20, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT, 
To raise a Revenue by Imposti duties. 


Suc. lo Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa 
tives of the republic of Texas; in congress assembles, That there shall 
be, and there is hereby imposed, assessed and levied, upon ali 
articles which may be imported into this republic from and after 
the first day of June next, the following duties, to wit: Upon all 
wines and spiritous and malt liquors, an ad valorem duty upon 
invoice cost of forty-five per centum: upon all silk goods, and 
manufactures of every description made of silk, an ad valorem 
duty of fifty per cent.: upon all sugar and coffee, two and a half 
per cent: upon teas, twenty-five per cent. per pound: upon 
bread stuffs, one per cent.: upon iron and castings, ten per cent.: 
upon all coarse clothing, coarse shirlings, coarse shoes, and bro» 
gans, blankets, kersies, satinetts, and clothes formed of a mixture 
of cotton and wool, ten per cente: upon all other goods, wares, 
and merchandise, not herein specially enumerated, an ad valorem 
duty of twenty per cent. upon the invoice cost. 

Suc. 9. Be dt further enacted, "T liat therc shall be assessed, 
levied, and collected, upon all vessels of the burthen of ten tons 
and upwards, arriving in any port in Texas from a foreign port, 
the sum of twenty-five cents per tons 

Suc. 9. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the president, by and with the advice and consent ofthe senate,, 
to appoint fer each and every district, such revenue officers as 
may be necessary and proper, for the collection of the revenue, 
each .of whom shall take an oath of office before entering upon 
his duties, and for the punctual paying over to the proper at- 
leas all such moneys as may be by them respectively col- 
ected. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the several collectors, to receive the orders of the auditor upon 
the treasury of the republic, when offered by importers in pay- 
ment of duties at the time of importation; but should the dutico 
not be promptly paid in this manner, the collectors shall retein 
possession of all merchandise imported, for the space of ninety 
days; if, at the expiration of that time, the duties shall not be 
paid, they shall be sold at public auction by the collector, or so 
much thereof as will pay the duties thereon. 

Seo. 5. Be it further enacted, That the secretary of the 
treasury shall, under the direction of the president, give the ofi» 
cers who may be appointed by virtue of this act, such instruc. 
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45, from time to time, as may be necessary to bring this syè 


e info practical and useful effect. 
sh 2 INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of Representatives: 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tem, of the Senate. 


Approved, Weve gis 1886. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN AUT, 


eligi. of the sem. 

o, SEO. le D ui enacted by the scnate and kouse of representeticn 
af tio republic of Tewas in congress asscmbled, Tnat there shel b. 
c tablished, in the several counties of this republic, an inferior 
cazari of low, which shall be styled the County Court of the 
county of ; ta bs composed of one chief justice, who shal 
2? elected by joint ballot of both houses of congress, and shal! 
bold his ofSeo for a period of four years, aad two associate je 


vec 


tiecas, who shall be selected by a majority of the justices of te ` 


peace of each county, from among their own body, at the begie 
ning of each and every year, and the justices so selected ch? 
ailend said cou: ty courts, or pay a fine to be assessed by the 


thorized person. 

Snc. 3. The justices of said court shall receive, for their 
services, the sum: of three collars for cach day they are attending 
vo held a court according to law, to be paid from the treasury 
of the proper county, on the certificate of the clerk of the co 
court; and for all other dutics, they are authorized or require. 
Lo perform, they shall receive such compensation as may be pr- 
vided by law. 

Sze. 4. A mejority of the justices of said court shall be 
neccessary to constitute a court, and in case a sufficient numba 
should not attend oa the first day of any term, the sheriff of th: 
county may adjourn the same from day to day, for four days, c 
the ead of which time, if a sufficient number do not attend, b. 
shall adjourn the court to the next teva. lf from any esu 
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county court shall not be held at any term thereof, or the busi- 
ness before said court should not be completed before the ad- 
journment of said court, all business returnable to or pending in 
said court, shall stand continued of couree until the next term. 
Suc. 5. There shall be held, at the court house of each 
county in this republic, a county court four times in each year; 
ihe terms of said courty courts shall commence and be continued 
as follows:—For the county of Austin, on the first Monday in 
January, April, July, October:—For the county of Srazoiric on 
the third Monday in January, April, July, October:—lor the 
county of Bexar, on the first Monday in January, April, July, Qe- 
tuber:—For the county of Colorado, on the second Moadey in 
January, April, July, October:— or the county of Gonzaics, on 
the third Monday in January, April July, Ociobers—-For tr 


FE $ 


couniy of Goliad, on the third Monday in Janrary, Apri, auli, 
9 J 9 4 


iu January, April, July, October:—Fer the county of Jasper, ou 
* " 


the first Monday in Janucry, April, July, Ociobceri—For tre 
county of Jeüerson, on the first, Monday in January, April, July, 


ihe second Monday in January, April, July, Ociober:—Uor ths 
county of Miina, on the second Monday in l'ebruazy, May, -40 
gust and Wovembez:—lor the county of Milam, on the ‘tid: 1 
ay AUF 


+ ^ om = 
Novermber:—For the couaty of Necogdoches, on the seco 


T 


beri—For the county of Refugio, on the sccoud Monday ir Jat- 
uary, April, July, October:—lor the county of Sabine, om ii 
fourth Monday in January, April, duly, Oclober:—Por the cour- 
ty of Shelby, on the first Monday in Febr&ary, May, Lt; 
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November:—For tho county of San Augustine, oa the Cuir 
Monday in January, April, July, October:—Fer the cou 

San Patricio, on the third Monday in January, April, duly, OX 
tober:i—l'or the county of Yictoria, on the first Monday in Jur 
vary, April, July, October:—Jor the county of Weshington, sa 


have original jurisdiction of all suits and actions for the recovery 


of money, founded om any bond, bill, promissory note, or othe: 
written contract, covenant, or agreement whatseever, ov ary 
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opem account, where the sum demanded shail exceed one hie 
dred dollars, and shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the dis 
trict courts, in all such suits and actions: procided that no saji 
relative to the title of land shell be tried and determined in mi 
court. and generally to do and perform all other acts, and exer 
cise all other pom lawfully pertaining to a county conh 
Within this republic. 

Sx Te AB process frem the county court shall be tested 
in the name of the clerk thereof, shall issue und be returnable 
in tho serae manner and under the same penalties as prescribed 
in the aet estebilishing the jurisdicuon and powers of the ae 
courts; and all «uiis and actions in said county courts shall fe 
commenced and kn ist in the same manner, a» near as my 
be, us provided iu the forementioned ad, 

Site Se There shall he eleted, hy the qualit led elector 
of cach county. on the frst Mondo, in February next, one cen 
ez ine a court, whe shall hold his office for the period a 
four vears, and shall he removable for negk et of duty or misio 
piccuer in office. in the same manner as clerks of the diui 
courts: befere entering upon the duties of their oliiee. they e 
cnet d into bond with two TAEGU sa to bei epprose d by the “eon n 
X vanch they are clerks. p sabie to the president end his ste 
cesor in offices in the pends ef five thousand do Mars cond: 
ened for the michiul d Hormence of che duties oftheir eds 
a that they seasonabiy record elf deeds and other insiremcus 

woking soquired ba law to bo reconied in their offices n 
us oll juduments derrers and orders of said courts and sat? 
te Loep all rocorde minuts heohe. papers sud wheter: 
longs to their offees of elerh : sd bond un be rie corded naX! 
court oru deposited in tie office of the elerk of the district cov. 
and may be proceeded upon in the same manner as the head: 
of «1. Sa ef the disirici courts, 

mn Ue In esse of n vac aney in ihe office of elerk u tis 
od > vourt, or during the unavoidable absenee af such chin 
w court in term time and the chief justice thereof in vacatio 
nas appoints a clerk 5 pro tempore.” who shell discharge th. 

same duties and have the same authority as the regularly elect 
clerk. 

Noe. B0. The several clerks of the county dr ghall be 
and they are hereby empowered to odminisicr oaths, and alr 
mations in all cases herein an afdevit is nocomatys ag tn. 
foundation of any official act to be performed by said eleri 

Spe. ll. Ñ shall be the duty of the clerk of cach county, 
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court, to make a correct list af the freeholders of their resper- 
tive counties, which shall be filed in their offices: they shall en- 
ter the names on such list upon separate slips of paper, and dee 
posite them in a box to be kept for that purposes at every term 
of said coari or on failure of a term of said court, in presence 
of one of the justices of said court, the clark and sherif shal: 
draw from suid bex one by one, the names of sixteen persona, tu 
serve a4 jurora at the next succeeding term of suid court, and 
the names of said persons so drawn, shall be enfercd upon the 
minutes of said court, aud the said jurors shall be summoned ti 
the same manner as the jurors for the district court, and so much: 
of the act establishing the jurisdiction and powers of the dic 
triet courts,” as relates to jurors and witnesses, shall apply io all 
jurora and witnesses for the county courte, co far as culled to the 
orgonization of said county courts, 

Sue 12, It suall be the duty of the clerks of the counts 
courts to perform the duties of treasurer, aud to procure, at the 
expense of the county, a seal, for the use of iheir respeetive 
courte, with the aiyle of the court around ihe margin thereof 
and a star of five points in the contre. 

Seo. 19. Aay party may appeal from auy faal judgment 
or decision of any county court, provided the acucunt in coniro- 
veray shall exeecd two hundred dollare, to the Gisiiied court, ie. 
said county. in the same manacr and ander the same restriciias: 
as provided in the sixteenth se^tion of an “act establishing the 
jurisdiction and powers of the district court,” and the forty-ar cond 
wetion of the aforesaid aet, shall apply equally to dhe counts 
cours, so far as is consistent with this act 

Suc 1d. A transcript of the reece in all appes 
jusHre of the pence to the county eongbs shall be Blog 
office of the elek of said coari on or berere the r£ du 
Rezt oicceeding term, Who Shall tor tio seme on Iii docket ma 
proper orders and all suci appeals shall ba heard and de Germined 
by avid court, € de zoro? without the Intervention of a yarys o 
Ml sumo under twenty-one dollars Det on all cums over tius 
mount, a jury may be bead on application of either prety. 

Sue. 15. The records ef each day's preccedings of the 
ounty court shall be read in open court, on the morning of cach 
meecediag day, and «t the close of the term shall be signed by 
the justices attending the cames 

"Sue. 16. The several county courts shall have powor i» 
punish all eoutezapt9 of such courts, in the come MERRET oo pr 
rided by low for tho dicic? courts. 
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Soe. 17. The justices of the county courts shell bo cop 
servators of the peace within their respective counties, ar nd sho 
have power, by warrant, to cause any person or persons, charge! 
with a criminal offence, to be arrested, and to take all manng 
of recognizances returnable inio the court having jurisdiction of 
the seme. 

Soe. I8 The said courts shall have power to hear api 
determine all motions, reasonable notice being given to the ad. 
bn party, aga inst sheriff fs or other officers for 1 money recel 

i execution or other process from said court, which Y they hove 
bocdesdos i10 pay on demand, to the party entitled to the som. 
ne all motions against a neys and counsellors at law for nen 

crine or resing lo? ay money received for their Clienta ir 
"i enso insilt red i in E courts, “and award judgment and oge 
cution for ihe same, 
e ehier justices of the county courts shall have powers 
tho rome remedial process as a district judge, provid 
titt ie cneb writ op process shall extend 10 apy act "mE a dite 
Pibe: opreiete io eny business pending before o district com, 
ap which may be N cogniz gable before it. 

mon, ÁO AH process from any county court shall be ay! 

enced aud seeoned by the sheriff of the proper county, and th 
ee ort of each conniy hall ationd on the county ur e? n 
COMM Ys And perform a the duties required of him by las! 
wetre of his ote: and shal cause his Genuty, or SUMMON a ce. 
cable or hio connty te attend euch term of said court, who sio 


p^ pd aec ordiagly, OP pry a Bue, to be assessed by the concra 
exe diug fue nuy dollars, ; 
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(bon Ct BO je » ildine fora pe or P county p prison, io be eye | 
opel the capers ef which shall bo poid by the proper cous 
ute Oh Alb espenses which r may be incurred tor the «t. 
coepi of erimiuels in the saveral counties of the republics! 
ne peld Gus OF (he treu» BM of the rc public, and the certifies 
vopor jeden shall bo cuitielen’ vonekor for cuditing sat 
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pe, $997, Pho county court of gn aeh county shally jn iain 
audit and ullow, ou proper proch all accounts Bd domos? 


legally E rcu bio. upon hele respective equn tess ond cH ot 
eom d demok? t 60 allowed, duct | be recorded by the elo 
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shall issue a warrant for all such accounts and demands audited, 
upon the county treasurer, which shall bo signed officially, with 
the seal of the court. 

Sue, 28. The county courts shall make allowance of the 
sums of money necessary for supplying the clerks’ office with 
stationary, books, tables, and presses, to be paid out of the county 
treasury. 

Sec. 94, The chief justiees of the county courts shall be 
judges of probate for their respective counties, shall take the 
probate of wills, grant letters of administration on the estates of 
persons deceased, who were inhabitants of, or resident in seid 
county, at the time of their deccase, shell appeint guardians to 
minors, idiots, and lunatics, and in conjunction with the associate 
justices, shall examine and settle the accounts of executors, ade 
ministrators, and guardians; and said chief justice shell have full 
jurisdiction of all testamentary and other motters appertaining 
to a probate court, within their respective counties. 

Sec. 25. The chief justice shall hold a probate court a£ 
the court house of their respective counties, on ine last Monday 
of every month in the year, exeept in cases when the county 
courts shall be held ov the last Monday in any month, and in 
such case the probate court shall be held on the Monday next 
preceding; and they may hold a special court for the trancus 
tion of any business within their jurisdiction, provided ien days’ 
notice is givon by advertisement, at three of the most public 
places in different purts of the county, of the time of holding 
said court, and of all business io be acted on at such snecial 
term. ° 

Sec. 26. Any person may appeal from any decision or dce 
cree of any court of probate, within ten days after such decision 
or decree shall have been rendered, to the district court of the 
county, provided such appellant shall give bond with good and 
sullicient security, to be npproved by said court of probate, cone 
ditioned that said appellant shall prosecute said appeal to cirect, 
and perform the sentence, judgment or decree which the said 
district court shall make therein, in case the cause be decided 
against said appuilant. 

Sue. 27. When any appeal shall be taken on any decision 
or decree of a court of probate, the clerk of such court shell im 
mediately make out a full and perfect record of all ihe proecod- 
ings ia such case; and shell, on the apolication of either party, 
give to such party em odested copy of such record, which shell 
be transmitied to the district courts and the said dictriet court 


shall, at the mcxt succeeding term, hear and determine such ap 
peal, and the decision of the district court shall be certified to 
the court ef probate, which shall carry the same into effect. 

Sac. 28. The chief justice of each county shall procure, 
ag éle.expense of the county, an appropriate seal for the ecz; 
of probate, and the said seal shall be fixed to all papers issuize 
from said court. 

Sue. 99. The chief justices shall receive three dollars for 
every day they are attending to hold a probate court according 
to law, to be paid on the veriificate of the clerk of seid cout 
out of the county treasury; and for all other duties they are cc 
thorized or required to perform, they shall receive such compe 
setion as may be provided by law, and the associate justices sac: 
receive, for every day they are required lo attend a probak 
court, the samo pay as Joe chief justice. 

Sau. BU. “Che clerks of the county courts shall be clers 
of the courts of probate for their respective counties, and skel 
record all wills and testaments and other instruments of writing 

sded in their offices, shall give eer 
fied copics of all papers in their oflices to any person applying 


formed by them. by virtue of their offices, such fecs as mayi 
prescribed by law. 
Suc. 31. Ali probate business heretofore pending befer 
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probato court, for the county established by this act; and any 
ofthe primary judges heretoiore acting, who shall refuse or r 
lect lo transmit all such business, aud all records and papers op 
pertaining thereto, caail be proceeded against in the same i 7 
mer and under the same pen: 


hies as provided in the elevezt 
he jurisdiction and powers ef the 
imi 


Gisirict courte, 
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y them deemed necessary, within cix months from the pct 
sage of this law. 

Scc. $e. It chall be the duty of the judge of the first in- 
stance, of cach and every cuunty to deposite in the ofitee of t: 
clerk of the county court ef hio county, every matter of record. 
paper, document, or thing heretofore filed $m the office, net ty 
low reguirad to be transmitted to the district court, or to jas 
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Noranms PUBLIC 


Sac. 34 The chief justices of the several county courts 
shall be, ex officio; notaries public for their respective counties 
they shall have power to administer oaths and afirmations in 
all matters relating to their notarial office, shall nave power to 
receive the proof or acknowledgments of all instruments of write 
ing relating to commerce or navigation, and also to make decla- 
rations and testify to the truth thereof, under their seal of ofice, 
concerning all matters done by them in virtue of their offices; 
they shall keep a register of all oficial acts dono by virtue of 
their offices, and, when required, shall give 2 ceiied copy oi 
any record of their offices to any one applying for tho same; and 
for all acts done by them, as notary, they shall receive suci fees 
as may be provided by law; the seal of the county court shall 
be the notarial seal, and shell be ised io ali insiraments and 
attestations of the respective notaries. 


RECORDURS- 


Sec. 35. The clerks of the couniy couris shall be the ree 
corders for their respeclive counties, and it shall be their duty 
to record all deeds, conveyances, mortgages, and other liens, anc 
all other instruments of writing required by lu to be recorded 
in their offices, which are presented to them, provided one of 
the witnesses of the number required by law shall swear te the 
signature of the signer, or he himself shall ac.nowledge ine 
same, which shall be certified by the recorder, and form part of 
the record; and all deeds, conveyances, morigeges, and other 
liens shall be recorded in the county where the property is situe 
ated. 

SEC. 90. It shall be the duty of the recorder to give at- 
tested copies whenever demanded, of all papers recorded in his 
office;* and the recorder shall receive, for all such copies, and all 
other writing required of him by virtue of his office, such fees as 
may be provided by law. 

SEC. 37 Anay person who owns or claims land of any dce 
scription, by deed, lien, or any other color of title, shall, within 
twelve months from the frst day of April next, have the sams 
proven in open court, and recorded in the office of the clerk of 


, the county court in which said land is situated; but if a tract of 


land lies on the county line, the title may be recorded in the 
county in which a part of scio lend Hos. 
ed $5 Li o 
Srg 99. All titles, liers, mortgages, or other color of title, 
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beiore they can be admitted upon record, must bo proven by ya 
;onst iwo subscribing witnesses, if living in the E and if ps 
«o living in the county, then the hand writing s hall be prove 
wither before some county jadge, or before the clerk of t 

county court in whose office such record is proposed to be made, 
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snd in all cases the certificate of any county judge, that the mil’ 


witness appeared before him and acknowledged his signatero, 
or that the hand writing of ihe same was duly proven, shall: 
wullcient evidence to authorize the clerk of the county couri 


r euch iio, Hen, mortgage, or other color of title up» 
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fece d; and the eaid elerk for recording the same, shall bo ce 
«slad do charge and recive tho sum of twenty cents for evey 
indred woni 
"ince v Any cotued senlier who is 2 citizen of this r 
paniir, who may have and hold peaec able — ossession of any iuc 
: pader a culor of litle duly proven and recor 
crm of iive years irom and after 
e Op tiles, fis, her, or tücir der 
chall be considered sood and valid, barring the claim or chi. 
2 any cad avery person or plrsons shatsouy ror, minors, Ri 
(2.26, and perons noa t untis cxe opted, who i 
Do. Rd Do allo d iwo 5 caus atier keit m sbariiy, m2 i, 
ce rcturn to asou 1 mind to demand and commence an aei ^ 
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De duis hem or Cr cr elaine. ned no more. ^ peseent Die DOLO 
an ca? Only he inecrrupted by am actual suit being insti 
2 prosvealed azrccably to ite He forms of law, cg Pu 
Lobo or hollers Cuoreofío mori. dihat this acis hall nol gi 
53 mighis of suy {erson Wat LEY bre been prevented £z! 
cxaplsing with tae srevisions ef this law, by reason of an cx a 
aiviag had possessed ef the contary. or for want ofe srez | 
Juri or oulcer bevig boon c stablihod in dao time: dors ‘ 
Aio, thas this ael shall not sivo validity to claims unles My 
»5tained fram governiacnt. eg 
Sue. 40, No oed, coa ye JENCO, Een, or obier insimec. 
of writing, shall take effect as regards ne intem sts and rigs 
of third partie a9) Ut) the same shall have 5 cen duly proven cr. 
presented to the court, a» required by this 2 act, for the recordk, 
of lend titles And it shall be the duty of the clerk to noter 
uiculorly the time when such deed, conveyance a lien, or oti 
inscrument is presented, and to record them in the order in wie 
they are presented. 
Sue. 4l. The common law of Ragland, as now psaetca 


understood. shall, in ite application to jurien and to evidence 
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bo followed and practiced by the courts of this republic; có fas 
as the game may not be inconsistent with this act, or any othoy 


law paced by this congress. . 
, IRA INGRAM, 


Speaker of the house of representativess 
RICHARD OSILILUS, 
President pro tent. of the senate. 


Approved Dec. 20, 1836; 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


AN ACT, 
Supplementary to an act organizing the Inferior Courts, and defin- 
ing the powers and jurisdiction of the BATI. 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatices of the 
> yemublic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the representatives 
of each county of this republic, or either of them, be, and are 
hereby authorized and required to administer the necessary oaths 
of ofíce to the diferent chief justices and justices of the peace 
for the different counties, so scon as they may have been elected, 
in conformity to the provisions of this act. 
TRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of vepeecextatiecus 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tem of the senate. 


Approved, Dee. 20, 1896. 


AN ACT, 
Anthurizing and requiring County Courts to verulete Toads, ap- 
point Ceerecersy and esteblish Prrviess (pe. 
, Sue. l. Be tt enacted by the snute and house of representa 
noes of the vepublia of Tenas, in c.agress assembled, What the 
county courts of the several counties of this republic, shall have 
lull power to order the laying out public roads, when noceceory. 
sad to discontinue or alter such roads as shell at cuy duo prove 
1selesse 
4 > 1 
, Ste 9, Be d feriere cneeded, That whenover it shall be 
Jeemed neacccary to lay out ons new road, the county court chall 
promt at kast five freeholder: or householders, who shall be 
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intrusted by the court to lay out the road so ordered, to tho 
qrantess advantage of the i inhehitan s; and as little as may be to 
the prejudice of enclosures; which ps ad shail be opened thir rly 
feet in width. 

Suc. 3. Be ut further enacted, That all froe males, Indian 

excepted, betvveen the age of eighteen and forty-five years a and 
all male slaves over sixteen and under fifty years of age, shall be 
liable to work on public roads. 

Sno. 4. Be dé further enacted, That the county courts of the 
several counties are hereby authorized and required to lay off 
all public roads into precincts, and shall, at the first session of 
their couris in each and every year, appoint one overseer for 
each precinct, and shall at the seme time apportion and desig- 
nate the hands lie able to work on public roads, and under ove 
seers of the severe! precincts 

Sce. 5. Be vt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the clerk of the county couris, to make out and deliver, within 
ten days after the adjournment of the court, to the sheriff of his 
county, a , COD of the order of court, appointing the several over- 
seers, and the hands Hable to work unde thems and the sheriif 
shell, within twenty da ays after the reception of the order, deliver 
ts or lee we the same at the common residence of the overseer, 
and On flere of tne citari: or r shoriit to deliver such eroorz erci 
directed, GECL : shall forfeit d pay for every such Pilares ten 
dollers, which dacs shali be socevered by judgment, on motion 
c* the sol citer of the superio rior court of the county in « Lich the 
denter shall zestae. ‘The said defeulter having three co cys no. 
t i mot on. without the interposition of a jury, except 
Sue. G Be & esther crested, That it shall be the duty of 
the clerks of the county courts, to put up im th cir re espeetive 
court houses, a list of ihe nomes of the overseers and their re- 
spective pree cinei is, in their county: and on negiect thereof shall 
forfeit and na the sum of ten dollars, to bo ‘recovered in the 
manner prescribed in the Cia section of this ect. 

Suc. V. Be i furtner exaectcd, Thot if any overseer so ap 
pointed shall refuse to serve without a reasonable excuse to uo 


ta 


judged by the county court, he shall forfeit and pay ihe sum of 
twoniv-sve dollars, to be r recovered in the manner prescrived in 
the i section of this ac 

Soco Oo Dei fW vti ter ^ enacted That overseers of the roacs 
shall have power to cell out all persons lable to wW zorit on public 
roads im their pre cinci at any (iae e when it may appear Bece 


159 


sary to repair the roads, causeways, or bridges in their preciact: 
provided, nevertheless, that mo persoa shall be compelled to 
work on more roads tham one in any one year, nor more than 
ays in the year on any road. 

k ps 9. Be at further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the overseer of any road to give two days previous notice by 
summons in person, or in writing left at their respective places 
of abode, to all free mele persons, as well as to the owners, over- 
seers, or employers of slaves, liable to work on roads in his pre- 
cinct, to meet at such time and place as he may appoint, and to 
bring with them such tools to work with on the read as he shall 
direct; and if any free person so summoned shall foil to attend 
or send a substitute to work in his place, or when attending shall 
fail or refuse to do and perform his duty therein, shall forfeit and 
pay for each and every day that he shall fail or refuse to per- 
form his duty as aforesaid, the sum of two dollars, together with 
costs of suit, by judgment, im the same manner as in cases of 
debt, before any justice of the peace of his county; and if a 
slave, the sum of two dollars for cach and every day he shall 
(il to attend, to be recovered im manner as aforesnid, from his 
Owner, Overseer, or employer: provided, that all reasonable ex- 
cuses shall be heard and allowed, 

Soo. 10. Be b further enacted, That if aay overscer of the 
road shall fail or neglect to prosecute any free person, or ifa 
slave, his owner, overseer, or employer, who shall fail to attend, 
or neglect or refuse to perform his duty, when lawiuliy sume 
moned to work on roads, without a reasonable excuse; then, and 
in that cose, any person liable to work on roads under suca 
overseer, may recover from such overseer the full amount that 
such overseer might or could recover from such defaulter cr ace 
faulters, for his or their vefüsal or neglect to perform their duty 
on the road; to be recovered in the manner prescribed by the 
ninth section of this act, the one-half thereof to the beneüt of 
the prosecutor, and the other half to be appiied in the manner 
herein after prescribed by the cighteenth section of this act. 

Soc. ll. Beit further enacted, That if any person or per- 
sens whatever shall alter or change any puolic road, unless it be 
done by permission of the county court or the county in whicn 
such road is, so as to be altered or changed, shall, on conviction 
thereof, forfeit and pay the sum of ten deliors (ov oreh monin 
the road i5 turned out of its old course: nor shell any pereon or 
percons erect, or cause to be erected acrocs any public road, a7 
bar nee impediment, or fall amy tree or brush ou the came, 
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and shall not remove and clear away such fence, bar, impedi- 
ment, tree, or brush, within twenty-four hours thereafter, he or 
they shall forfeit and pay the sum of two dollars for every day 
the impediment remains in said road, to be recovered in the 
manner prescribed in the Sth section of this act. 

Snc. 12. Be dt further enacted, That when to the overseer 
of roads it may appear expedient to make causeways on the 
same, said overseer shall cause them to be made at least Bfteeu 
feet wide, and the earth necessary to cover the said causeways, 
shall be taken from both sides, so as to make a drain on each 
side of the causeway; he shall erect bridges across all such wa- 
ter courses and other places as may appear to him necessary 
and expedient. 

Soc. 13. Be i further enacted, That if the overseer of any 
road shall fail or neglect to keep the roads, bridges, and cause- 
ways within his precinct clear, and in good order, or permit 
them to remain uncleaned or out of repair for twenty days at 
any one limo, unless hindered by high water, bad weather, or 
oiher sullicicat cause, to be adjudged by the court having juris- 
diction of the same, such overseer shall forfeit and pay for every 
such offence the sum of twenty dollars, fo be recovered im tne 
nanner preseribod by the fifth section of this act: provided, ne- 
vertheless, that payment of this penalty shall not prevent any 
person or persons whe may have sustained damage by the road 
being out of repair, from recovering the amount of such damage 
from such oversecr. 

See li. Be dt further cnacted, That at sii times the coun- 
ix courts throughout this republic shall have power £o establish 


shall aflix the rates of terriage for crossing all persons, horses, 


of the water course, in good repair; and that said ferry shall be 
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well attended, for travellers or other persons to carry or pass 
with their horses, carriages or effects over such river or waters 
courae. "-—Á 
Suc. 15. Be it further enacted, That if aay person or per- 
sons shall at any time sustain damage in consequence of any for- 
ryman or owner of ferry, not having complied with the condi- 
tion of his or their bond, the person so damaged may bring an 
action of debi against such ferryman or owner of such ferry, on 
his or their bond, in tho name of the judge of the counts court 
of the proper county, and recover judgment for so much damage 
as he, she, or they may have sustained; and thereupon take out 
execution, and cause the money to be made; aud wien mado, 
to apply the same to his, her, or their own usc; which Loud shall 
not be void npon the first or any other recovery, until tue whole 
amount thercof has been recovered. Any person who shall be 
detained at any public ferry through the neglect of the ferry- 
man’s performing his duty, may, by warrant from a justice of the 
peace of the county in which said ferry is established, recover 
from such ferryman or owner of such ferry, the sum of ten dol- 
lars for every such default or neglect: provided, that any such 
recovery shall not be a bar to any action for damages sustained 
by any person, by reason of the insuíüciency of such ferry. 

Sze. 16. Be it further enacted, That if any person or per- 
sons shall establish a ferry, or exact and demand ferriage con- 
trary to the provisions of tkis act, he or they shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of five hundred dollars for every public ferry zo es- 
tablished, to be recovered by indictment or presentment hy a 
grand jury in the superior court of the county, in which such 
Terry shall be established; and any person or persons whe may 
have any licensed ferry, who shall demand and take a greater 
toll than is allowed him or them by law, or by order of the 
county court, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars for. 
each and every such offence, to be recovered by indictment or 
presentment of à. grand jury, as prescribed in the fifth section of 
this act. = 

Sec. I. Be t further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the judges of the superior courts of this republic to give in charge 
fo the grand juries of the different counties at ihe opening of 
each term of the said courts, this act, and the grand juries shall 
present the overseers of every public road, as well as the owners 
and kecpers of public ferrics, which shall not be, or may not 
have been kept in such order and repair as is required by this 
act; and every person or persons who shall have altered any 
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public read, without having first obtained permission so to do, 
as directed by the 11th section of this act; and every such per- 
son or persons as shall have erected any fence, bar, or impedi- 
ment, or fell trses or brush im any public road contrary to this 
act; and it shall be the duty of the solicitor of the superior court, 
upon such presentments being made by the grand jury, alter give 
ing such defaulter three days’ noticé to move the court for judg. 
ment in the manner prescribed by the fifth section of this act: 
provided, however, that the court shall hear the excuse of «ny 
overseer, keeper or owner of any public ferry, ho may have 
violated the provisions of this section of this act; and on good 
cause shown for the default, then, and im that case, no judgment 
shall be awarded. 

Snc. 18. Be dt further enacted, That it is hereby made the 
duty of all overseers, clerks, and other officers into whose hands 
may be paid any money, arising from fines, penalties, or forfeit: 
ures, under this act, and not otherwise ordered by this act, to 
pay the same over to the county treasurer of the county in which 
the same may be, within ten deys after the same may come into 
his or their hands, and if any overseer of the road, clerk, or 
other officers fails or neglects to do so, he or they shall forfeit for 
every such failure or neglect; the sum of fifty dollars, to be re- 
covered in the manner prescribed by the fifth section of this act. 

Suo. 19. Be dt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the county treasurer of the several counties in this republic to 
receive all moneys directed to be paid them by this act, and to 
keep a separate and distinct account ef the same, under the titlo 
of “Road J'und;? which moneys shall be under the control ef 
she county court, and shal) be appropriated by them only for 
the purpose of repairing the public roads, opening new roads, 
-bnilding and repairing bridges, causeways, &c« in the county in 
which the same has been recovered. 

Src. 20. Be it further enacted, That the county courts 
throngh whose county large creeks or water courses shall pass, 
over which if may he ioo burthensome for the overseers, with 
the hands apportioned to them to work on roads, to build bridges, 
may contract with a proper person or persons to build a toll. 
bridge, for whieh the court shall lay the toll to be levied on all 
persons, cattle, horses, carriages, &c., passing over the same, ta 
be granted to the undertaker, for such a number of years as the 
said court may think proper, not to exceed ten years; and the 
builder or builders, and their successors shall keep the bridge in 
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constant repair during the term of the contract, and in default 
thereof shall forfeit all right and claim to the toll of such bridges. 

Suc. 91. Be it further enacted, That the county court be- 
fore granting a license to any pereon to build a toll-bridge, shall 
take bond in the sum of one thousand dollars, with good and 
sufficient securities, conditioned that the undertaker or under- 
takers shall build ond keep in constant repair, the bridges-so 
contemplated, for the term of years agrecd upon, between the 
undertaker or undertakers and the court; and if any person or 
persons shall sustain damages in consequence of the owner or 
keeper of any toll-bridge not having complied with the condi- 
tions of his bond, the person or persons so damaged may bring 
an action of debt against the owner or keeper of such toll-bridge, 
on his or their bond, in the name of the judge of the county 
court and his successors in office, of the county in which such 
license was granted, and recover judgment for the damages so 
sustained, in the manner prescribed by the seventeenth section 


of this act. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro lem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec, 20> 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To organize and fis the Jilitary establishment of the Republic of 
Tegas 


Suc. l. Be i enacted by the senate and house of representa 
tives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That from and 
after the passage of this act, ihe Military establishment of the 
republic of Texas, besides the volunteers and mounted rifle 
corps and militia available for the defence of the country, under 
the orders of the president, shall be composed of one regiment 
of cavalry, one regiment of artillery and four regiments of in- 
fantry; with such officers of engineers, of ordnance and of the 
otal’ as are hereinafter provided for. - 

Sco. 9. Be it further enacted, &e. That the regiment of cave 
alry shall consist of one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, one ma- 
jor, one adetenk one assistant quarter master, one assistant 
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commissary of subsistence, one surgeon, one assistant surgeon, 
one instructor or sword master, one sergeant-major, one quarter 
master sergeant, one principal musician, ome farrier and ten 
companies; and that each company shall consist of one captain, 
one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, four sergeants, four 
corporals, two musicians and forty-six privates. And that the 
regiment of artillery shall consist of one colonel, ouo lieutenant 
colonel, one major, one adjutant, one assistant quarter master, 
one assistant commissary of subsistence, one surgeon, one assis 
tant surgeon, one sergeant major, one quarter master sergeant, 
two principal musicians and eight companies, two of which shall 
be designated and equipped as light artillery; and that each 
company shall consist of one captain, one first liculenant, oae 
second lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporals, three artificers 
two musicians and fifty privates. And that each regiment of in- 
fantry shall consist of one colonel], one lieutenant colonol, one 
major, one adjutant, one assistant quarter master, one assibtant 
commissary of subsistence, one surgeon, one assistant surgeon, 
one sergeant major, one quarter master cergeant, two principal 
musicians and tem companics; and that each company shall 
consist of one captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieuten- 
ant, four sergeants, four corporals, two musicians and forty- 
six privates. And that’ the adjutant. assistant quarter master, 
and assistant commissary of subsistence of each regiment shall 
be taken from the subalterns of the regiment, and shall be al: 
lowed such compensation: for extra service a0 may be provided 
for by law. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, &c. That there shall be 
one colonel of engineers;.and that the president of tine republi 
of Texas be, and is hereby authorized to employ ouch assistants 
as may be necessary. for. the performance of the dutics of the 
engincep department, 

Sue. 3. And Be i further enacted, (rc. That thore chall ve 


if 


one colonel of ordnance, and thirty enlisted men for ordnance i“ 


duty, and that the president of the Republie of Texas be, ond 
is hereby authorized to select from the regiments of artillery or 
infantry such officers as may be necessary to perform oranane 
duties, who while so detached, shall receive the pay and'emolt 
menis allowed to ordnance ofsicers. 

See. 5. Ana. de 3 further enacted, (ros ‘Phat there shall be 
one major general, who shall be allowed two aidc-de-camp, wh, 
shall be appoinicd. By him, and who shell be entitled to the 
rank, pay and emoluments. of majors of cavalry. Two brige 
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dier generals, each with one aid-de-camp, who shall be appoint. 
ed by hist, and shall be entitled to the rank, pay and emolu- 
ment of a captain of cavalry. 

Sze. 6. And be i further enacted, &c. That there shall be 
one adjutant general end one inspector general, with the rank, 
pay and emoluments of colonels of cavalry; and that there be 
one assistant adjutant general and one assistant inspecter genc- 
ral, with the rank, pay .and emoluments of majors of cavalry. 

Seco V. And be it further enacted, Ge. That there shall be 
attached 2 brigade major as chief of the staff to each brigade, 
who shall be allowed the rank, pay and emoluments of o major 
of cevalryc ] 

Suc. & And bo dt further enacted; &e. That there shall be 
one quarter master general, with the rank; pay and emoluments 
of a colonel of cavalry; end four quarter masters with the rank, 
pay and emoluments of majors of cavalry. 

Sme. 9. And be i further enacted, &e. That there shall be 
one commissary general of subsistence, with the rank, pay and 
emoluments of a colonel of cavalry; and two commicsaries of 
subsistence, with the rank, pay and emoluments of captain of 
cavalry. 

Soco lU. And be dt further enacled, &o That there shall be 
one paymaster general and three paymasters, and there shell be 
one commissary of purchases. 

Soe. Il. And be it further enacted, be. ‘That there shall be 
one surgeon general and ome assistant surgeon general. 

Sree 19. And be it further enacted, Se. That the assistant 
quarter master, and assistant commissaries of cubsistence shall 
be appointed by the colenels of their respective regiments, sube 
ject to the approval of the secretary of war. 
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ral of subsistence, commicsarics and acsistants, pey master gene 
cral and pay Lirasters, shall give bonds with 
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like cases by existing laws, or such as may be hereafter enacted, 
and that the force created and authorized by this act shall be 
subject to the rules and articles of war. 

Suc. 16. And be tt further enacted, &c. That all officers 
contemplated Dy this act shall be appointed by the president, 
by and with the advice and consont of the senate, except those 
whose appointments are otherwise provided for in this act. 

Suc. 17. And be it further enacted, &c. That the commis- 
sions of those officers now absent in the recruiting service shall 
be valid, provided said officers shail muster into the service of 
this republic the requisite number of regular soldiers to consti- 
tute their respective commands, by the first day of March next; 
otherwise said commissions shall be null and void. 

Suo. 18. And be d further enacted, &e. That the bounty 
of lands of the soldiers now in the regular service, shall be 
increased and raised to the same as those to be raised under 


this act. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
T RICHARD ILLIS, 
President pro tsm. of the sonate. 


Approved; Dec. 20, 1830. 
SAM. EOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
Creating a General Post Office, &e. 


See. le Be tt enacted by tho Senate and House of licpresenta- 
tizes of the Republic of Toxas, in Congress aceembled, That there 
shall be, and thore is hereby created and established, a general 
post office, to be under the charge and direction of 2 postmaster 
general, to be nominated by the president, subject to the approve 
al or rejection of the senate; and he hold his office for a term 
of three years, and shall give bond, with approved security, in a 
sum of not less than five thousand dollars, payable to the prosi- 
dent or his successors im office. The postmaster general hell 
have power to appoint the necessary assistants and clerks for 
doing the business of his office. He shall establish post ollices, 
and appoint postmasters at such places as he may deem expe- 
dient, om the post roads that are or may be established by law. 
He shall give instryctions to the postmaster: anc all, other por- 
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song he shall employ, or who may be employed in any of the de- 
partments of the general post ofice, relative to their several du- 
tics. He shall provide for the carrying of the mail on all post 
roads that are or may be established by law as aforesaid, as of- 
ten as he may think proper, having regard to the productiveness 
thereof, He shall obtain from the several postmasters, their 
accounts and vouchers forthe receipts and expenditures of their 
several offices, once in every three months, or oftener if he think 
proper, shewing the balance therein in favor or against the gen- 
eral post office. He shall pay all necessary expenses incident to 
the general post office, in consequence of mails, collection of 
the revenue, and in the general management thereof, from the 
income of the general post office department, if the receipts 
thereof be sufficient. He shall, in his annual communication to 
the executive of this Republic, report all the receipts and ex- 
penditures of the department, and any deficiency in the funds 
necessary for the current expenses thereof, who shall submit the 
same to congress, whose duly it shall be, to provide ways and 
means for supplying such deficiency. Mle shall prosecute or 
cause to be prosecuted, all offences against the general post of 
fice establishment. Me shall render an account current to the 
genoral government of Texas, once in every three mouths, of 
all the receipts and expenditures in the said department, to be 
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time, stating generally, the condition of the departim nt, suge 
gesting such improvements, as in his opinion, may be useful and 
necessary; and he shal] render his first quarterly account on the 
first day of Apri] next. He shall have general superintendence 
of the business of said department, in all the duties that are or 
may be assigned to it: provided, that in case of the death, re- 
signation or removal from office, of postmaster general, all the 
duties of the department shall be performed by his assistant 
chief clerk, until a successor shall be appointed to take charge 
of the general past affiice, li 
Suo. 2 He db further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the pastmaster general and assistant clerks and postuisss. 
tera, ond other persons employed in and about the department, 
or in the care, custody or conveyance of the mails, shall, previous: 
ly ta theis entering upon the respective duties assigned (hei, 
take and subscribe the following oath or nilirmation, in addi. 
tion to the oaths required by all oilicers of the government, be- 
fore some person legally authorized to administer an oath:— 
That I will faithfully perform all the duties required of me, and 
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abstain from every thing forbidden by the laws, in relation to 
the establishing of the general post office and post roads. 

Sec. 3. And be i further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the postmaster general may provide by contract for the 
conveyance of the mail on any road on which a stage or wagon, 
er any other stage carriage, shall be established, on condition, 
that the expenses thereof, shall net exceed the income thence 
arising. All contracts for carrying the mail, whether on horse 
back or otherwise, shall be for any term not exceeding two years, 
revocable at the pleasure of the postmaster general, and at all 
times, subject to such alterations as to time of departure, arrive 
al and distances, and frequency of transportation, as he may 
think proper; subject, however, to an increase or diminution on 
the amount to be paid on said contract to the contractor, in ra- 
tio of increase or diminution of services required; and it shall 
be lawful for the postmaster general, te impose such fines and 
forfeitures upon the mail contractors for all failures they may 
make, in net regularly and faithfully complying with the terms 
of their contract, as in his opinion, may be just and proper: pro- 
vided, that no fine for a failure in delivering any mail, shall ex- 
cced the pay for one trip. 

Sac. 4. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That no other than a c'tizen. of this republic, shall be employe 
ed In carrying the mail on any of the post roads, either as car- 
vier, rider or driver; and any and every violation of this ach 
shall subject the contractor for cach offence, to forfeit and pay 
the sum of one hundred dollars; one moieiy thereof to the use 
of this republic, and the other moiety to the use of the person 
who shall sue fer and prosecute the same before any court hav- 
ing competent jurisdiction thereof. 

Szc. 5. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
if any person shall knewingly and willingly obstruct or retard 
the passsge of the mail, or of any driver or carrier, or any horse 
or carriage carrying the same, he shall, upon conviction there- 
of, for every such offence, pay a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars. Andif any ferryman shall, by wilful neglect or refusal 
to transport the mail across any ferry, hinder or delay the same, 
he shall forfeit and pay for every ten minutes, a sum not exceed: 
ing ten doliars. 

Snc. 6. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the postmaster general, to give public notice in one or more of 
the newspapers of Texas, for at least four weeks before entering 
into any contract for carrying the mail, that such contract is in- 
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tended io be closed on the day, and at such place as he may dee 
signate, that sealed proposals will be received for contracts 
The notice shall designate places from and to which such mail 
is to be carried, the time at which it is to be made up, and the 
days and hours on which it is to be delivered. He shall, more- 
over, within thirty days after the making of any contract, lodge 
the duplicate thereof, together with a copy of the proposals 
which he shall have received respecting it, in the executive of- 
fice of Texas; and no contract shall be entered into for a long- 
er time than two years. 

Sue. 7. Beit further enacled, That every postmaster shall 
keep an office, in which one or more persons shall attend, on 
every day on which a mail, or bag, or other packet or parcel 
of letters shall arrive by land or water, as well as on such othe 
er days and hours as the postmaster general shall direct, for 
the purpose of performing the duties of his office. And it shall 
be the duty of all postmasters, at all reasonable hours, on ove» 
ry day of the week, to deliver on demand, any letter, paper or 
packet to any person entitled to or authorized to receive the 
same. And all letters brought to any office, half an hour be- 
fore the making up the mail at such office, shall be forwarded 
therein. 

Sec. 8. Be tt further enacted, That no fees or perquisites 
shall be received by any person employed in the general post 
office, on account of the duties to be performed in viriuc of this 
office. 

Sec. 9, Be tt further enacted, That the following rates of 
postage shall be charged on all letters and packets, except such 
as are herein exempted, conveyed by the mails and posis of Tex- 
as—that is to say:—For every letter composing a single sheet 
of paper, and conveyed any distance mot exceeding fifty miles, 
six and a fourth cents; over fifly and not exceeding one hundred 
miles, twelve and a half cenis; over one hundred and not es- 
ceeding two hundred miles, twenty-five cenis; upon all ship let- 
ters, six and a fourth cents shall be charged, in addition to the 
above rates; on all letters composed of tsro pieces of paper, thore 
shall be charged double the ratio of a single letter; letters com- 
posed of three pieces of paper, triple those rates; and for every 
packet composed of four or more pieces of paper or thing, and 
weiging one ounce, quadruple those rates; and in that propor- 
tion for all greater weights. And for all letiers or newspapers 
going out of Texas, it shall be the duty of the postmaster to re- 
quire the postage in advance. 
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Sec. 10. Be ic further enacted, That if any postmaster 
or any person authorized by the postmaster general to receive 
the postage of letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive 
any rate of postage, gratuity or reward, further than is provid. 
ed by this law, for the postage of letters and packets, on cone 
viction thereof, he shall forfeit and pay for every such offence, 
one hundred dollars, and shall be rendered forever incapable of 
holding any office of profit or trust under this government. 

Sra ll. Bet further enacted, That no ship or vessel ar 
riving at any port of Texas where a pont ofliee is establiched, 
shall be admitted to report, make entry, break bull, umtil the 
master or commander shall have delivered to the postmaster, all 
letters directed to ony person or persons within this republic, 
under his care, or within his power, which shall be brought in 
such ship or vessel, except such as are directed to the owner or 
consignee of such ship or vessels and except also, such ao are dis 
rected to be delivered at the port of delivery to which such ship 
or vessel may be bound. And it shall be the duty of the collec 
tor or, other officer of the port empowered to reccive entries of 
ships or vessels, to require of every master or owner or comma 
der of such ship or vecsel, an oath or alirmation, purporting that 
he has delivered all such lettera, except as aforesaid; and if any 
commander or master of any ouch ship or vessel, shall break 
bulk before he shall have complied with the requirements of this 
act, every such offender shall, om conviction thereof, forfeit ond 
pay for every such offence, a sum mot exceeding one hundred 
dollars. 

Sreco 19. Be & further enacted, What the postmaster to 
whom such letters or packages chall be delivered, shal] obtain 
from the person delivering the sume, a certificate, stating the 
number of letters and packets, with the mame of the ship or vege 
sel, and the place from whence she last sailed; which certificate 
shall be reported with his quarterly accounts current to the 
postmaster generale 

Sros 13. dad be it further cnacted, Thot if any person 
other than the postmaster genoral or his deputy or person by 
them employed, nhall be concerned in setting up or maintaining 
any foot or horse, post wagon or any other post carriago, on 
any established post road, from one poot town to another post 
town, or any road adjacent or parallel to any established post 
road, or cny packet, boat or other veccel, to ply regularly trom 
one plece to another, between which a regular communication 
by water shall be established by law, and shall reecive any let 
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ters or packets, other than newspapers, magazines and pomph- 
lets, and catry the same by suci foot, stage, wagon or ot ICP Ce 
riage, packet bort or vosoel, excepting only such letter or etits 
as may be directed to the owner or owners of such conveyer: - 
and relative to the same, or to the person to whom any packot 
or bundle in such conveyance is intended to be delivered, every 
person so offending, shall forfeit for every stich offenec, & om 
not excecding ono hundred dollars. 

Snc. ld. nd be tt further enacted, That the deputy post 
masters or other agente of the postmaster general, ohall duly ge- 
count asd answer to him, for all postages on way letters, which 
shall come to their hands; and for this purpose, the post ridera 
and other carriers of the mil receiving any way letters, which 
they shall be bound to do if presented, two miles and upwards 
from a post ofice, shall deliver the said letter or letters to Che 
postmaster or his deputy, at the first post ofice he may arrive at, 
together with the postage, if paid, whose daty it shall be to ope- 
cify to the same as way letters, adding six and a fourth cent dd- 
ditional postage on cach of such letters he may bove co zocelv- 
ec, to be paid by him to the carrier who delivered them. Let- 
ters directed to persons living between past oftices, may be do- 
livered by the .carriers, and the pustogo thereof duly collected. 
And it shall be the duty of the carriers of the mails, to take 
charge of all such letters as shall, for that purpose, be commited 
to him by the postmaster, and collectthe postage éhercof, which 
it shall be the duty of the said post rider to pay over to the said 
postmaster ao 1610 collected; and for every letter so delivevod, 
the same shall be allowed to receive six and c fourth conta to his 
owh use, besides the ordinary postage. If any poctmaster or 
other agent of the postmaster general, chall neglect to nccount 
for the came, he or they so offending, shall, om conviction there- 
of, forfeit for overy ouch offence, a sum not cxceeding one hum- 
dred dollars. 

Sco. 15. And be i further enacted, Phatif any pootum 
or other agents of the general post office, shall anlow filly detain, 
delay or opem any letter, packet, bag or mal'of letters, with 
which he shall be entrusted, or which shell have to his or their 
poroessiou, oad which are intended to be conveyed by pests or 
if any ouch person choll ceerete, embezzle, or destroy ony letter 
or packet emtrusted to him or them as aforesaid, and which shall 
Hot contain ony cecurlty for or ocsurance relating to money, as 
herelnaftor described, every ouch offender being thercof duly 
Cavieted, Chall for every omeh offence, ho fned a sem nol ex 
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ecoding one thousand dollars, and bo imprisoned not exceeding 
tvelve months, according to the circumstances or aggravation of 
the offence. And if any person employed as aforesaid, shall co. 
erate, embezale or destroy any letter, mail or packet, or bag of | 
‘etters with which he obal be enmtrmsted, or which shall have |! 
como into his or their possecsion, and arc intended to be convey. 
ed by post, containing any bank note, post biM or other paper 
expressive of value; or if any such person employed as aforesaid, 
chall ctccl er take any of the sime out of any letter, packet, bez, 
cz mail of letters, that shalt come to his possession, he shall for 
every such offence, bo imprisoned for a term not exceeding ton 
years; and if any person who shall heye taken charge of "he 
mail cf Texas, shall quit or desert the came, before he delivers 
it into the post ofice kept at the termination of his route, or to 
some known mail carrier or agent of the general post office, 
dely authorized to receive the same; every such person so of 
fencing, shell forfeit and pay a cum not exceeding five hundred 
Tolars for every such oflenco. And if any person concernetlia 
carrying the muil of Texas, shall cause or procure the same ty 
be done, contrary to this act, every such offender shell forfeit 
and pay fer every such offence, a sum not exceeding two bur 
dred dollers. 

Sco, l6. fad be i further enacted, Gc. That if any por 
Sox shall rob any carrier of the math of Texas, or any other por 
son entrusted with such mail or any part thercof, every such of 
fender or offenders shall, on conviction, be imprisoned for a time 
net to excead teu years; and if convicted & second time ef alte 
offence, ho or they shall suffer death; or if in effecting exch rob 
bery of the mail the first time, the offender shall wound the por 
son having the ecstody thereof, or put his life in jeopardy by (hs: 
usc of damgercus weapons, such of.cnder or offenders shall snif 
death. And if any person shall attempt to rob the mail of Tos 
ac, by nosaulting the person having the custody thereof by shoot: 
13s ov his korse or mule, or threaten him with dangereg 
weapons, and the robbery is not effected, every cuch offenden 
Upon conviction thereof, saell be punished by imprisonment, nel 
exccading ten ycors. And if any person chell steal the mailo 
shall cto ond teke cute ny port thereof ont of any post otso 
or any Lotter or packet; or if ony peisen shall take the moil er 
any letter or’ packet thereto ov from ony person, whother 
with oz without the concent of the pewon having euctedy there 
of, Che come contelaing coy orlicle of valve; or Uf any poc 
shall, by fraud or deception, obtain from any person custody 
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‘ofender or ofieuders, on conviction thereof, shall be impricoacd 


in a post ohice, or in the custedy of a mail carrier, SEG ks 
heon delivered to whom it is directed, with a design (o obstruct 
the correspondence, or io pry into another's business; or snall 
secrete or embezzle or destroy any such mail, lelter or packet 
such offender upon conviction, shall for every such cience, pay 
a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not 
exceeding twelve months. 

Sue. I7. dnd be 8 further enacted, &c., Thal if apy por- 
son shali rip, cut, tear or burn, or otherwise injure any porinan 
tenu, velise, or other bag, used or directed to be uscd by any 
person acting under the authority of the posimesier gencraty 07 
any person in :zhom his powers are vested, in the conveyance of 
any mail, packet, newspaper or pamphiet; or shell draw or 
break any staple, or loosen any part of aay lock, chain or oiran 
attached or belonging to any such valise, portinanicat o2 bag, 


with an intent io roh or steal any mail, letter, pocket, newspas 
per or pamphlet, or to render either of tae same insecure, every 
such offender upon conviction, shall, for every such offence, poy 


a sum not exceeding five hundred dolars, er ve imprisoned 
exceeding three years, at the discretion of the court | 
svyhom such conviction is had. 
Sue. 168, dnd be d fuchbescneeve. ie. Tho) every pev. 
son Who shall from and after ihe passege af ehis acl, procures 
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acts or crimes by this act forbiiden to be deno or performed 
shall be subject to the samy penak*cs snc punishments os t 
persons are subject to who shal: A oe 07 PePpciveie any 
of the said acts or crimes, according io ti 

Sue. 19, And be uriner c6. È oo aca every 
son who shall be imprisoned by juceusci.. oi- luadar and b 
virtue of the fourteenth, fiftucnin, afs ec Ihe cud savenicdnta 
sections Gf this act, shall be kop: n. uud Isl or os otherwtza, 
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ing in their respective offices; or, instead thereof, shall make oui 
a number of such lists, and cause them to be posted up at not 
less than five of the most public places in that vicinity, as shall 
appear to them best adapted for the information of the particc 
concerned; and at the expiration of the next three months, shall 
send such of the letters as then remain om hand as dead [otter 
to the general post office, where ihe same shall be opened and 
inspected; and if any valuabl, pap: ro or matters of consequence 
shall be found therein, it shall be ihe duty of the postmaster 
general, through his deputies, te return them; or, if after a de- 
scriptive list thereof has becn publisi: d im one of the newspa- 
pers published at the place mos: conv: nient to the supposed res- 
idence of the owner, if within ‘Texis. the person or persons tc 
whom such letter or letters may have been directed and intend- 
ei, shall make application ther for, i: shall he the duty of the 
postmaster general, orany of hin ditties, upon being salistied 
that the applicant is the prop: r ovi r, fo deliver them to such 
person or pereons, upon the postes: a ai expense of publication 
being paid; and in either case, to requir- from persons receiving 
letters to receipt to the postariior ge. ral therefor, specifving in 
such receipt that it is for such lett. v orl tiers as may have been 
advertised and described; amdifr hocce writer por the indi- 
vidual to whom the letterisedar ee; not make demand in 
their own proper person or [ow cuc nouo. . Ubin two years after 
the advertisement thereefies . ~ i:e said contents shall 
be applied to the use of Tesis c. 7 ce ome shall be reclaim- 
ed by the propri-torthez e ann > scc of such application 
nto bo specially stated by t: 1 - .. ruos ralto the execu 
tive c(üce, 

Sce. Bae And be dH Peck ilv Tnat all newspa- 
pers conveyed in the mail st. 1. n: Ies on ie amy person 
employed in any department of ese w irii t office, shall im- 
properly detain, delay, hind: r om > zai , s none oy, any MEWS- 
paper or permit any other pericu todo tor sons, or shall open 
or permit any other person to open aac m 3 or sicket of mows: 
papers nat directed to the offi e whore no ss conleyed, he shall 
on conviction thereof, forfeit a sun nosc ccs Jag one hundred 
dollars for every such offences and | ioe uee poren shall open 
envy mefl or packet of mewspapri . rol Ter zle or destroy 
the seme, not being directed to tici nor . ag authorized 
to reecive and open the same, uc. 5. c. ~ viclion thercol, 
pay a sum not exceeding fifty dolier- - 7 > 7+ wh offences and 
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if any person shall teke or éteal any packet, mail or bag of 
newspapers, out of any pest ofic or from eny person having 
custody thereof, such person upon conviction shall be $z2n-inonod 
not exececing three months for every sach offence, Uf ar rec. 
son shall caclose or conceal e letter or other thing, or aur meme 
orancam in writing, daa newspaper or among amy package of 


5 * ri 2 n Neg 
newspapers, which he shall have delivered into any pest o£5co, 
orto amy person for thet purpose, im order that the came my 


be carried by post free of letter postage, he shall forfeit the sur 
of twenty-five dolars for every such offence, and ths lettcr, 
newspaper, packet, memorandum, or other thing, chall not be 
delivered to the person to whom % is directed, nn! the cmon 
of double letter postage is paid fer each article of wh"? "^e 
&cketis composed. Mogosines aud pemphleis may 52.7577. 
mitted in the mail at one coat a sheet fer any distance not cze 
ecuding tifty miles: for any distance over fifty and not oxcecd- 
ing one hundred miles, one aud a half cents; end tvo conic Pr 
every greater distance. 
Sue. 929. And bet further enacted, Seu That the TOIS 
ter general be authorized te allow the postmesters ree i 
gach commission o2 the monies nyking upon the orage cf "at 
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a LÀ a >- "e 
ters, as shall be adequate to their respective sozvieco: prtvided, 
said commission shall not exceed tventyelive per cont. ci the 


firs. hundred Collars; twenty per conh on any sem over cae 
hundred and not exsceding three bundred collars; and ten var 
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two thousand dollars: ond five per cent on cny sum collectcd 
Ree Rus ach age d ies ide s, PES M 
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relacings ond if the postmaster general shall not cause ouch suit to 
be commeneed within six months from the cad of every cyeh 
three months, the balance due from every such delinquent ohall 
be cnarged to and be recoverable {rom the postmaster gencral; 
thot oll suits which shall hereafter be commenced for the recov 


ofthe existing or other preceding postmaster general, o? other 


Tones; oud that certified under the seal of the general post of. 


acccvery of debts or belance duc from pootmasters or other per 
com s in like manner, copics of such recounts current o0 ate 
Io2ged im the executive office under the coal of the general {post 
ofice department, shall be admitted co evidence, 


Sze. 94. nd be tt further enacted, & Go That all letters and 
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er officers of congress, during the time of their actual service; tha 


ecive their mewopapers by the public pest free of postages Procit 
cc, that no letter or packet from any public cíüeer shall bo ec» 
vayad by pet (Pao of postage, wnlecs he shall from’ the some, by 


et, acin case cZofdeor2 of liz arty, navy, and collectors, and cl 
eers of vevonne on public carviees 
Sra, QU. Aad Cod fovther enacted, cog Thot Many perc, 
shell (raat: letters other than these written by himself orby D 
ler, he shall, om conviction thereof, pay a fno of Afty dolen 
dif any poron chall counterfeit the frank or hand writing, 0r 
cause the same tebe donc, in order to avoid the payment offs 
tego each poscon co offending shall for every such offonec, pr 
a fiae of ouo hundred dollars: Provided, thet every printer ofa 
newspaper mny cond one paper to each and every other printer 
cfe noccpaper.in Tegas; aud cond and receive entof Texas en 
number of newspapers not excecding fifty, free of postage, unde 
such regulations as the postmaster general may provide. 


1 


17? 


time of trial of such ence; then ouch sum as the cour and jury 


ed by the postmaster general, in an action on the calco 
Sne. 97. And be t further enacted, &zc« Thoi alu pocculary 
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be bound; and for every letter or fran so received, tuere cball 
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spectively receiving the same, and the postmaster general may 
make arrangements with the postmesters ia amy raga coustry 
for a reciprocal delivery of letters, HEWSpaApers, packets Gud 
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public highways. 
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ofas great an extent; and sùch judicial officers shall’tike cog- 
nizance thereof, and proceed to judgment, and award execution 
Su im ober wager. 

Spe. 32. Be it further enacted, See That in all suity dt caue 
ses-of action arising under this act, the courts shall proceed to tri- 
aland render judgment at the first term after such cuit shall 
havo beca commenced: provided, always, that whenever pro- 
cessshall not have been commenced at least ten days previous 
Xo ths return day of such term, the defendant shall be entitled 
40 one continuance, if the court, on the statement of such defen- 
dant, may deem ft expedient: provided, alse, that the defendant 
in such suit shall make afidavit, that he has a claimagainst the 
gencral post ofice mot allowed by the pootmostzr general, alè- 
though submitted to him conformably to the requisitions of the 
post office department, and shall specify such claims im his af- 
davit, that ‘he could not be prepared for the trial at such term 
for the want ofeviderce, the court in such cece being satistied im 
these respects, may grant a continuance until the next succeed- 
dng terme 

Sac. S9. Be tt further enacted, Ec That it shall be the 
duty of the postmester general to report annually, of every post 
road and office, which shall not from the second year have pro- 
duced one third the emount of ils expenditures. 

Srna. 34, Beds further enacted, 6c, That a mail or post 
Toute that shall be established from the location of the general 
poct ofice to the head quarters of the army, and also from the 
cenora! post office to Gaines’ Ferry, on the Sabine, via Wash- 
ington, Nacogdoches and San Augustine; and also a post or mail 
route from Velasco, via Brazoria, Columbia and Washington, te 
Vieseas and also another route from Liberty, via Jasper and San 
Augustine, to Nashville in Shelby cocnty,said routes to go into 
operation under this act, co soon as w contract cam be made by 
"uio postmaster general for transnorting the mails; and the post- 
master general shall regulate and determine as to the roads on 
whieh the said mails shall be carried, how often, and all ather 
arrangements relating thereto, as he may think proper. 


Smeg 95. Batt further enacted, Sco "hat the sum of one 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the purpose of facil 
itating the transportation of the said mails,to be paid out of any 
money not otherwise anpropriated. IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker ofthe house of representatives. 
RICHARD BLIS, 
Prectdent pro tema of she senate. 


Approved, Dec. 20, 18995. SAM. HOUSTON, 
PP 9 3 
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JOINT RESOLUTION, 
For the Relief of Messrs. Hooper and Wright. 

Whereas Messrs. Hooper and Wright were, at the timc they 
were required to take their seats in congress serving a tour of 
duty in the army of Texas, and had not quite served out the 
teim Gftlitee months, for which they had volunteered, Hooper 
lacking fourteen days; and Wright twenty-one, by which cir- 
cilmstaitce, they are deprived of the privilege of drawing bounty 
lands: 
fos le Be it therefore, resolved Ly the Senate aid House of 
Recorecentatives of the Republic of Texas, ‘That Richard Mooper 
and George W. Wright sliall have the saine pay in lands that 
they would have been entitled to, had thes served out their full 
times and the proper oflicersare hereby adihorized to issue core 
tificates for the same. i 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaher of ihe heuse of representatives 
RICHARD BELLIN, " 
President pro (iu of tbe acretes 


Approved, Decs 20, 1836. . 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


For the election of Sherijja, Coroners ond. Constables, end dekning 
fheir several  culiose 

Sue. le Be it enacted by the senate and kouse of veprosentarives 
of the republic of Texas in cungress easembledy Thot there shal! 
be elecsed on the first Monday of February; cightcon nandregd 
and thirty-seven, and ut the end of every two gaara thauallsiy 
by the qualified electors of each county of this vepuble, c2? 
sheriff, who shall be commissioned by the president and shelf 
hold his ofiice for a period of two years. Every pereon co elect 
ed sheriff before he enters upon the dutica of the offe, chol 
take the oath prescribed by law for all eMiccrs of the governe 
ment; and shall enter into bend, with (voor morc sceuritics, to 
be approved by the chief justice ofthe county couri, payable to 
the president and hissuccessors in ofice, ia tha penally herein. 
after specified, conditioned that he chal] well aud truly collect, 
ond pay over to the pezcons authorized Le law to rcectve the 
came, oll taxes, fines, forfeitures and amercomconts dae to the re 
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public, or any county within the same, from any person reading 
within tho county of which he is sheriff; and that he shall well 
and truly execute, and due return make, of all process and pres 
cepts to him lawfully directed, and pay and satisfy zl} sums of 
money by him received, by virtue of any such process or pre 
cepts, to the persons to whom the same are due, or their lawful 
attorney; and that he shall faithfully perform all the duties re- 
quired of him by law, by virtue of his office of sheriff. The chief 
justice ofthe county court shall endorse on said bond his appro- 
val of the securities, and a certificate that he has administered 
the oath of office to the sheriff; and shall cause thé said bond, 
with the endorsements, to be recorded in the office of the clerk 
of the county court, and deposite it in the oflice of the clerk of 
the district courta, Said bond shali not be void on the first re- 
covery, but may be put in suit from time to time, until the whole 
amount ofthe penalty thereof be recovered. 

Sze. 2. When any person elected sheriff shall have given 
bond ao.required by this act, he may enter immediately upon 
the discharge of his dutics, and his acts shall be as valid in law 
before receiving his commission from tha president as afterward, 

Sco & The shoriffa of the several counties of the repub. 
lic shall enter into bond, with security, in the following sums, to 
voit:— "Phe sheriff of Austin, in the sum of five thousand dollars; 
the sheriff of Brazoria, in the sum of five thousand dollars; the 
sheriff of Bexar in the sum of five thousand dollars; the sheriki 
of Colorade in the sum of five thousand dollars; the sheriff of 
Gonzalesim the sum of five thousand dollars; the sheriff of Go- 
liad in the sum of five thousand dollars; the sheriff of Harrisburg 
in dhe cum of five thousand dollars: the sheriff of Jasper in the 
sum of Gve thousand dollers; the sheriff of Jefferson in the sum 
of five thoucend dollars; the sheriff of Jackson in the sum of 
fice thanxcuad dollars; the sheriff of Liberty iu the sum of five 
thousand dollars: the sheriff of Mina in the sum of five thousand 
dollara; tha cheriff of Milam in the sum of five thousand dollars; 
the sheriff c? Matagorda in the sum of five thonsand dollars; the 


short? of Nac gdochos in the sum of five thousand dollars; 
the ceri of Red River five thousand dollars; the sheriff of 
Refngio in ths cum of five thousand dolloss: the sheriff of Ba- 
binc im (he emi of five tho and dollars: the sheriff of Shelby in 
the sum of fve thogesnd dollara; the sheriff of San Augustine 
im the sum of five thousand dollars; the shoriffof San Patricio 
in the com of fye thoucond dollars: the sherif of Victoria in 
the sum of five thoncand dollars; the sheriff of Washington in 
ihe sum of five thousand dollars, 
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Seo, 4. Whenever any person elected sheriff shall neglect 
wr refuse to take the oath of Cfüce, and enter into bond as re- 
_quired by this act, within twenty daps after notice thereof, such 
election shall be deemed void; and the chief justice of she 
county court shall order a new electione - 
- ne. 5. Whenever any of the securities of a sherif shall 
romove permanently from this republic, or become insolvent, it 
shall be the duty of the chief justice of the county court io ne 
tify such sheriifto appear before him, at a certain day and place, 
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and sive a new bond, with other good and suficient sceuritiy, 
in a penalty equal to the former bond; and if such sheriff shall 
neglect or refuse so to do, he shall “vacate his office, and the 
chief justice of the county court shall order a new clection. 

Suc. 6. Sherifis shall have power to appoint by writing 
under their hand rnd seal, one or more deputies for their rec- 
peclive counties, to continue in ofüce during tae pleasure of the 
sheriff; which deputies, so appointed, shell have power and at- 
thority to perform all the acts and duties required of their prin- 
cipals; and every person so appointed, before he enters upon the 
duties of his office, shall take the oath of office required by lavr 
of all officers, which shall be certified by the justice who admine 
isters the same, on the back of his appointment; which apponi- 
ment and certificate chall be filed and kept in the oftice of ue 
clerk of the county court. 

Suo. 7. Every sheriff within his county, by himself c? his 
deputy, shall exceute all writs and other process to him legally 
issued and directed from any justice of the peace or court of ra 
cord, and shall make due return thereof to the proper court, oa 
the day to which the same is returnable; end anv sherif who 
shall fail herein, or shall make a false relurm on any writ or 
other process, shall, for every such offence be fined by the court 
to which such writ or other process is returnable, in any eum net 
exceeding ore hurdred dollars,on motion, reasonable notice 
thereof being given to each sherifii, One moiety of s2*é line 
shall go to the party agericved, and the other moiety to the 

county treasury; amd euch sherii’ shal’, moreover, be Hable to 
the party injured, for all damages he mav sustain thereby, 

Guo. 8. The.cheriff ofany county shall have the rome rem 
edy against any deputy for neglect of duty, that any person 
can have against a sheriff M 

Sro 9. Every shor and deputy herf shall endore on 
all writs or other process whatever, whi * mv rerve, tae 
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date when they cerved the came, and eign bc lolly. 
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€rink and bedding, and, when necessary, with fire, which shall 
Le at the expense of the republic; and the ecrtilicate of the court 
having cognizance of the offence with which the prisoner is 
ge l shallbea sufücient voucher for the anditer of publie 
itc to audit the same, and te issue a Warrant therefor. 
^. l2 The sherii&s ofthe severc] counties shall keep 
Giecs at the place designated by law for holding courte 
their respective counties. 
Dc. Id. lt shall be the duty of the sheritis to receive from 
Maes and other ofücera, all percons who shall be apprehen- 
dec uy such constables or other okicers, for off@nees against the 
verublic, and keep them, subject to the order of the proper 
court And any cheris neglecting or refusing co to do, shall ba 
ccemed guilty ef a micdemeanor, ond on conviction, chall bo inci 
ut the discretion of the court before whom such conviction shall 
be had. 

Sra 15. Whenever any cheriifchall fromaay eause, vo 
eate mi onica cl ie, procera or unimished business whatsoev- 
ef Coll bo branter (o bis cauceecsor, and completed by Lin, 
im the come manner is iiccuamoneed by himself 
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Sec. 16. It shall ve the duty of all sheriffs heretofore act- 
ing, to transmit to their successors, all unfinished business in their 
hands; and any sheriff neglecting or refusing so to do, shall be 
proceeded against in the same manner and under tho same pen- 
alties, as provided by the eleventh section of the “act establish- 
ing the jurisdiction and powers of the district courts,” for pro- 
ceeding against the primary judges, 


CORONERS. 


Suc. l7. There shall be elected in each county of this rc- 
public, one coroner, at the same time and in the same manner, 
us elections for sheriffs are directed to be Leld by this act, who 
shall hold his office for a period of two years. Before entering 
upon the duties of his office, he shall take the oath of office pre- 
scribed by law for all officers, and shall enter into bond, with 
good and sufficient security, to be approved by the chief justice 
ofthe county court, in the penalty of one-fourth of the sum 
required of the sheriffs of the same county, payable to the pre- 
sident and his successors in office, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of the duties required of him by law by virtue of 
his office; which bond shall be recorded, and deposited in the 
office of the clerk of the county court, and may be sued on and 
recovery had in the samo manner, as the bonds of sherifís. 

Sac. 1& The provision of the fourth and fifth sections of 
this act, shall apply equally to all coroners as to sherfis, 

Sec 19. Every coroner shall take inquests of all violent, 
sudden and casual deaths, which shall come to his knowledge, 
within the county; for which purpose, he shall make out a pre 
cept, directed to any constable of the county, requiring him to 
summons twelve good and lawful men, of the same county, to 
appear before him at a certain time and place, for the purpose 
of holding an inquest. 

Suc. 20. The constable to whom such precept may bo 
directed, shall execute the same forthwith, and make reicr, 
with his proceedings endorsed thereon, to the coroner who is- 
sued it. — Jt shall be the duty of the coroner, to report every cone 
stable who neglects or refuses to oxecute the duties required by 
this act; and every person summoned as a juror or witness, ace 
cording to the provisions of this act, who shall fail to appear, to 
the next term of the county courts and said court shall, unlecs a 
reasonable excuse be offered, fine them in ony sum not exceed- 
ing ono hundred dollars, which fine chall co mto the + ounty 
treasury. i i 
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Sze. 91. The coroner shall swear or afirm the jurors, dij. 
igently to inquire, and true presentment make, on behalf of the 
republic; how and in what manner, the person came to his death, 
and all the particulars respecting the same. 

See. 22. Every coroner may issue summons for witnesses 
io come before him, and declare on oath their knowledge con- 
cerning the matter in question; and coroners shall administer 
the oath te all such witnesses. 

Suc. 23. Ifany persen be found guilty by inquisition tak. 
en in the manner prescribed by this act, and is not in custody, 
the coroner shall issue his warrant, directed to any officer au- 
thorized to serve process, to apprehend such persons and their 
accessaries, and take them before any justice of the peace, who 
shall deal with them according to law. 

Sec. 21. Upon any inquisition found before a coroner, 
where any person shall be charged with the crime of murder 
or manslaughter, or as accessary thereto, either before or after 
the commission. the coroner shall put in writing so much of 
the evidence as shall be material to prove the fact, and shall 
bind all material witmesses by recognizance, to appear before 
the next term of the district court for the county, then and 
there to give evidence against such offenders; and the coroner 
shall certify by writing, the evidence and recognizance so taken, 
together with the inquisition found, to thc next term of the dis 
trict court. 

Sec. 25. When from any cause, there shall be a vacancy 
in the office of sheriff, or the sheriff shall bea party or interest- 
ed in any suit, or in any manner disqualified to act in a particu- 
lar case, the coroner of the county shall, during the time of such 
vacancy, or in such cascs where the sheriff is disqualified to act, 
perform all the duties appertaining to the office of sheriffi in the 
same manner and under the same penalties, as prescribed for 
sherifig: and shall receive the same fees as sberitis, for all such 
duties. 

Suc. 26. Any corener who shall neglect or refuse to per- 
form the duties required of him by this act, shall for every such 
ofience, forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred dollara, recovera- 
ble by motion, before the county court, one moiety of which fine, 
shall go to the informer, and the other to the county troacury. 

Sco. 97. Whenever the coroner cannot be conveniently 
had, to hold an inquest upon the body of any person coming te 
an untimely death, it ghall be the duty of the nearest justice of 
the peace Within the district where the body shall be found, to 
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perform all the duties required of a coroner by this act in sach 
cases; and such aay shall be liable to the same penalty, as 
coroners for neglect of such duties. The justice shall receive 
the same fees as coroners for the like duties, and any inquest so 
taken and returned, shall be as effectual in law, as if taken aad 
returned by a coroner. 


CONSTABLES. 


Src. 98. There shall be elected by the qualified electors 
of each captain’s mililia district, one constable for their respec- 
tive districts. Said election shall be held on the same day as the 
elections for justices of the peace are directed to be held by law. 

Sue. 29.  Constabl.s shall hold their offices for a period of 
two yeara; and every constable before entering upon the duties 
of his office, shall take the oath prescribed by law for all officers, 
and shall enter into bond, with good and sufficient security, to 
be approved by the chief justice of the county court, in such 
penalty as said chief justice shall direct, not being less than five, 
nor more than fifteen hundred dollars, payable to the president 
and his successors in office, conditioned for the foithful perform- 
ance of all the duties vequired of him by law, by virtue of his 
office; which bond, with the certificate of the oath, by some jus- 
tice, endorsed thereon, shall be recorded and (ed in the office 
of the clerk of the county court, and may be sued on in the same 
manner as sheriffs bonds. l 

Suc. 90. When any person elected constable, shall fail to 

"qualify himself according to the provisions of this act, within 
twenty days after receiving notice thereof, such election shall be 
deemed void, and the chief justice of the county court shall cr- 
der a new election. 

Sue. le It shall be the duty of every constable to keep 
and preserve the peace within his district; to aid, assist in exe- 
cuting the criminal laws of the republic; to give information, 
without delay, to some justice of the peace or other proper ofi- 
cer, of every violation of the penal laws of the republic, which 
shall come to his knowledge. He shall execute and return all 
warrants and other process, lawfully directed to him by any jus- 
tice of the peace, or other proper officer according to the come 
mands thereof; and pay over all monies when collected by him, 
to the justice of the peace or the person lawfully authorized to 
receive the same; and in the execution of all process, he shall 
be governed by the came regulations, and subject to the samo 
penalties, prescribed by law for sheriffs. f 
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Sse. 92. Every constable or other officer, who shall re. 
ceive any money upon any execution directed to him by any 
justice of the peace, and shall not pay the same to the justice or 
person legally authorized to receive the same, upon the return of 
the execution, may be proceeded against by motion before such 
justice, in the same manner as provided by law against sherifís, 
before the courts of the republic. 

SEC. 33. Every constable who shall demand and receive 
any fee or corapensation to which he is not by Jaw entitled, shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and pay to the party injured, one 
hundred dollars, recoverable by motion before the county court, 
ten days previous notice being given to such constable. 

Suc. 94. Any person duly electcd constable, who shall 
neglect or refuse to discharge the duties of the office, shall for- 
feit and pay for the use of the county treasury, the sum of fifty 
dollars, recoverable by motion, before the county court. 

Suc. 25. & shall be the duty of the chief justice of the 
county court, to cause elections to be held in their respective 
counties, fer the election of all the various county ofücers ereat 
ed by this act, or sny other act of this congress. 

Suc. SQ. ind bo it further enacted, &c. That the sheriffs of 
the respective counties, shall be collectors of taxes in said coun 
ties; and it shall be their duty, at the same time and in the same 
manner, scd io the same person that they give their bond as 
sheriffs, to give an additional bend as collector of taxes, in the 
sum of five thousand dollars, to be augmented at the discretion 
of the county courts for their respective counties. 

Suc. SY. wad be it Yurther enacted, ge. That said sheriff 
and collector shall, for the first one thousand dollars which ho may 
collect in the taxes cf any one year, receive as his compensation 
for the same, five per cent; and for all additional sums, two and 


a half per cent. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representativ- s. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro fem. of the senate. 


Approved, Dec, 20, 1857. ] 
SAM. HOUSTON, 
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AN ACT 
Punishing Crimes and Misdemeanors. 


Sse. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That every 
person owing allegiance to this republic; who shall levy war 
against it, or adhere to its enemies, giving them aid and support, 
or shall carry on any treasonable or treacherous correspondence 
with them, shall be deemed guilty of treason, and on conviction 
thereof by the testimony of two credible witnesses to the same 
overt act, of which such person shall be indicted, or upon the 
voluntary confession of the party accused, in open court, shall 
suffer death. 

Suc. 9, Every person of sound memory and discretion, 
who shall wilfully and maliciously kill any person within this re- 
public; or shall aid, abet, or instigate the killing of any person 
as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of murder, and on convic- 
tion thereof, shall suffer death. 

Seca 3. Every person who shall kill another without pre- 
meditated malice, shall be deemed guilty of manslaughter, and 
on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned such length of time 
as shall be adjudged by the court, not being less than ono year 
nor more than ten years, and may be branded with the letter 
M, in such place as the court shall direct. 

Sec. -&. Upon all indictments for murder or manslaughter, 
if it shall be found by the verdict of a jury, that the party indict- 
ed, killed the person for whose death he is indicted, in the law- 
ful defence of himself or his family, or happen to kill the por- 
son as aforesaid, in attempting, by lawful means, to arrest the 
person killed for any treason or other high crime or misdemean- 
or, done and committed or hercafter to be done and committed, 
orin the discharge of any duty required by law or by misfor- 
tune, then and in that case, the party indicted, shall be for the 
same fully acquitted and discharged. 

SEC. J Ivery person who shall wilfully and maliciously 
burn any dwelling house, store, cotton gin, or authorize, shall 
he deemed guilty of arson, and on conviction thereof, shall suf 
fer death. 

Sec. 6 Every person who shall steal or entice away cay 
slave, out of or from the possession of the owaer or owners of 
such slave, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on.conviction 
thereof, shali suffer death, — l t 
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Suc. 7. Every person who shall by force or violence, have 
sexual connexion with another, contrary to the will of such per. 
son, shall be deemed guilty of rape, and on conviction thereof, 
shall suffer death. 

Srce 8, Every person who shall by force or violence, felo- 
niously take from the person of another, any goods, money, or 
other article of value, shall be deemed guilty of robbery, and on 
conviction thereof, shall suffer death. 

Sec. 9. Every person who shall break and enter into any 
dwelling house or store, by night, and feloniously take therefrom 
any goods, chattels, money or other articles of value shall be 
deemed guilty of burglary, andon conviction thereof, shall suf 
fer death. 

Smc. 10. Every person who shall be accessary before the 
fact, ta any murder, arson, rape, robbery or burglary, on convic- 
tion thereof, shall suffer death. 

Sec. ll. Every person who shall be accessary after the 
fact to any murder, arson, Tape, robbery or burglary, shall on 


conviction thercof, be fined in any sum not exceeding one thous- - 


and dollais at the discretion of the court, and may receive thir- 
ty-nine lashes on the bare back at the discretion of the court. 

Smc. 22. Every person who shall feloniously take, steal 
and carry away any goods, chattels, moneys or other article 
of value, under the value of twenty dollars, or shall be accosse- 
ry thereto, shall be deemed guilty of petit larceny, and on con- 
viction thereof, shall restore to the owner the goods, chattels, mo- 
ney or other article of value so stolen, or pay the value there- 
of to such owner, and shall receive any number of lashes on the 
bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine at the the discretion of the 
court. 


~ 


Sec. 13. Every person who shall feloniously take, steal ` 


and carry away any goods, chattels. money or other article of 


value, ove- the value of twenty dollars, or shall be accessary ` 
thereto, Mail be deemed guilty of grand larceny, and on convic- - 


tion thereof, shall restore to the owner the goods, chattels, mo» 
acy, or other article of value so stolen, or pay the value thereof 
to the owner, and shall receive thirty-nine lashes on the bare 
ba: k, and be branded in the right hand with the letter T, and 


may be imprisoned not exceeding one year, at the-discretion of 


the court. 

Sze. 14. Every person who shall receive or buy any goods, 
chattels, money or other article of value, feloniously taken or 
stolen from any person, knowing the same to have been so taken 
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or stolen, or shall receive, harbor or conceal any felons or 
thieves, knowing them to be such, shall on conviction thereof. 
restore the goods, chattels, money or other article of value so 
received or bought, or pay double the value thereof, and shall 
receive thirty-nine lashes on the bare back. 

Suc. 15. Every person who shall feloniously take or steal 
any horse, mare or ‘gelding, foal or filly, ass or mule, shall on 
conviction thereof, restore the property so stolen, or pay the val- 
ue thereof, which shall be adjudged by the jury trying such offen- 
der, and shall be fined in a sum not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, at the discretion of the court, and shail receive thirty- 
nine lashes on the bare back, and shail be branded with the let- 
ter T, in such place as the court shall direct, and may be impri- 
soned for a term not exceeding one year, at the discretion of 
the court. 

Suc. 16. Every person who shall reccive or buy any horse. 
mare or gelding, foal or filly, ass or mule, that shall have been 
feloniously taken or stolen, knowing the same to have been so 
taken or stolen; or shall harbor or conceal any horse or mule 
stealer, knowing them to be such, shall on conviction thereof, by 
the testimony of one or more creditable witnesses, suffer the pun- 
ishment of fine, whipping and branding, as prescribed in the 
preceding section, and may be imprisoned for any term not ex- 
ceeding six months, at the discretion of the court. ` 

Sece 17. Every person who shall feloniously take or steal 
amy neat cattle, hog, sheep or goat, shall on conviction thereof, 
pay to the owner the full value of such property, which shail 
be adjudged by the jury trying such offender, and shall receive 
thirty-nine lashes on the bare back. 

Src. 18. Every person who shall assault another with in- 
tent to commit murder, rape or robbery, shall on conviction 
thereof, be fined at the discretion of the court, and be imprison- 
ed for a term not less than one nor more than five years, at the 
discretion of the court. l 

Sec. 19. Every person who shall on onth or afiirmation 
before any judicial. or other officer authorized by law to adminis- 
ter oaths, wilfully and maliciously swear jaisely, shall be deem- 
ed guilty of perjury, and on conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
a sum not exceeding one thousand dollors/at the discretion of the 
court, and shall receive fifty lashes on the bare back, and be 
thereafter incapable of giving testinjony in any court of this re- 
public, until such time as the judgment agcinst such offender be 
removed. 
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Suc. 20. Every person whe shall unlawfully and corrupt- 
ly, cause or procure any person to commit perjury, shall be deem- 
ed guilty of subornation of perjury, and on conviction thereof, 
shall be punished in the same manner as prescribed in the pre- 
ceding section for perjury. 

Sse. 9]. Every person who shall wilfully and maliciously 
cut, maim, or otherwise injure or disable the body of another, 
shall on conviction therec!, be fined in any sum not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, and may receive any number of lashes not 
exceeding thirty-nine, at the discretion of the court. 

Mac. 92, Every legally married person who shall marry 
another person, the former husband or wife being alive, shal! 
be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof, shall be imprisoned for a term not exceeding two years, 
and be fined at the discretion of the court: provided, that no- 
thing in this section shall extend to any person whose husband 
or wife shall have absenied himself or herself, the one from the 
other for a period of five years together, the one of them not 
knowing the other to be living within thet time, nor to any pes- 
som who shall at the time of such marriage, have been legally 
divorced. 

Sn, Pè Every man and woman who shall live together 
in adultery or fornication, shall be deemed guilty of a high mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction thercof, shall be fined im any sum 
not less than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, 
and may be imprisoned for any term not exceeding one year, at 
the discretion of the court. 

Suc. 91. Ivery person who shall counterfeit, or cause or 
proeare to be forged or counterfeited, or shall wilfully aid or as- 
sist in the forging or counterfeiting, any gold or silver coin, 
which now is or hereafter may be in circulation in this republic, 
or shall falsely utter, pay or offer in payment or sale, any such 
forged or counterfeited coin, knowing the same to be forged or 
counterfeited, shall on conviction thereof, suffer death. 

Sec. 25. very person who shall falsely make, utter, forge 
or counterfeit, or ceuse or procure to be falsely made, altered, 
forged or counterfeited, or vilfuily aid or assist in the false mak- 
ing, alicring, fesging or counterfeiting any letters patent, gift, 
grant, bond, writing obligatory, bill, order or acceptance, of 
such bill or order, note of any bank within or without this repub» 
lic, receipt, promfosory mote, will, indenture, deed or contract, 
with intention to defraud any person, or shall utter, put off or of 
fer, or cauce the same to be put off, uttered or offered in payinent 
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or for sale, with intention to defraud any person, knowing thé 
same to be false, altered, forged or counterfeited, snali on con- 
viction thereof, suffer death. 

Suc. 96, Every person who shall feloniously steal, take 
away, deface, utter or falsify any recerd, writ, process, or other 
proceedings, in any of the courts ef this ropublic, or any oflice ` 
for record, shall on conviction thereof, be ined in a sum not exe 
ceeding one thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court, and 
shall receive fifty lashes on the bare back, at the discretion of 
the court. 

Sue. 27. very person who shall mark or brand any une 
marked or unbranded horse, mare or colt, ass, neat cattle, sheep, 
hog or goat, not being his own prooeriv, and without the cone 
sent of the owner, shall on convie? — '..o5 pay a fine not exe 
ceeding fifty dollars, for every &us: s; marked or oranded, and 
may receive any number of lashes on the bare backs, not exceeds 
ing thirty-nine at the discretion of the court. 

Sue. 98. Every person who shall alter or deface the mark 
or brand of any horse, mare, colt or mule, ass, neat cattle, hog, 
sheep or goal, not his own property, and without the consent o 
the owner, shall on conviction thereof, pay a fine not execedin , 
fifty dollars, for every animal so altered or defaced, and shall ze? 
ceive thirtyenine lashes on the bare back, at the discretion of 
the court. 

Sze, 29. very person who shall sell the fesh c^ any ane 
imal dying otherwise than by slaughter, or sloughi ^e. when 
diseased; or any baker, brewer, distiller or other pereen, who 
shall seli unwholesome food or drink, shall om conviction there- 
of, be fined in such sum as shall be adjudged by the court before 
which such offender is tried; and for the second offence, shall, 
in addition to such fine, receive thiriy-nine lashes on the bare 
back. i 

Sue, 30. very person who shail bear false witness, wil- 
fully and of purpose, to take away any person's life, and the life 
of any person be taken away in consequence of such fke wit- 
ness, he shall on conviction thereof, suffer death, Butif no perm 
son’s life shall be taken in consequenco of such falso witness, he 
shall, on conviction as aforesaid, be punished as in this Act is pres 
scribed for the punishment of perjury. 

Soe 6l. very person whe shall steal or sell any free per- 
son for a slave, knowing the person so stolen or sold to be free, 
shall on conviction thereof, suffer death. 

Sec, 82, Every person who shall cut, fell, alter or remove, 
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or cause to be cut, felled, altered or removed, any certain boyis 
dary, tree or other allowed land mark, to the wrong of any other 
person, shall on conviction thereof, be fined in any sum not leg 
than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, and may receive 
any number of lashes on the bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine 
at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 33. Every person prosecuted for writicg or publish 
ing any libel, shall be allowed upon the trial, to give in evidence, 
in his defenee, the truth of the matter contained in the publico. 
tion charged as libelious. 

Suc. Si. Every person convicted of-writing or publishing 
z libel, to be fin’ ` «rch sum, and be imprisoned such length 
of time, as sha ^ Tv the court before whom such 
conviction shal] 

See. 35. NO inan. , his mother, his father’s sis! 
ter, his mother's sister, his cister, his daughter, the daughter of 
his brother or sister, the daughter of his son, or daughter, hig 
father’s wife, his son's wife, his wife's daughter, the daughter of 
his wife’s son, or daughter. No woman shall marry her father 
her father’s brother, her mother’s brother, her brother, her 
son, the son of her brother or sister, the son of her son or daugl 
ter, her mother’s husband, her daughter's husband, her hus 
band's son, the son of her husband’s son, or daughter. Who: 
ever shall commit any offence mentioned in this section, shall 
be deemed guilty of incest, amd on conviction thereof, shall be 
fined in a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and shall be 
imprisoned not exceeding two years, at the discretion of the court, 

Suc. 90. No person shall be appointed to or exercise the 
powers of any ofice, of honor, trust or profit, in this republic, 
who shall hereafter be convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, or 
other high crimes or misdemeanors. 

Sue. 97. very person who shall knowingly or wilfully 
obstruct, resist or oppose any officer of this republic in serving 
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or attempting to serve or execute any legal or judicial process ' 


whatsoever, or shall assault or wound any ofücer, or other person 
duly authorised in serving or executing any process as aforesaid, 
shall on conviction thereof, be imprisoned not exceeding one 
year, and shall be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars at 
the discretion of the court. 

Sue. 98, Every person who shall by force set at liberty or 
release any person convicted of any capital offence, shall on con- 
vietion thereof suffer death. 

Suc. 39. Every person who shall by force set at liberty 
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or rescue any person committed for any offence, before the cone 
viction of such person, shall om conviction thereof he fined not 
excecding one thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned not ex- 
ceeding one year, at the discretion of the court. . 

Suc. 40. Every jailor or prison keeper who shall yolunte- 
vily suffer any prisoner committed to hio charge to escape, shall, 
on conviction thereof, suffer the same punishment and penalties, 
as the prisoner so escaping should have suffered, had he been 
convicted of the crime with which he stood charged, and every 
jailor or prison keeper, who shall through negligence, suffer 
any criminal to escape, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined at 
the discretion of the court, before whom such conviction shall 
be had. 

Sec. 4l. [Every person convicted of an offence, the pune 
ishment of which is (in whole or in part,) fine and imprison- 
ment by this act, who shall be convicted a second time or of 
tener for a like offence, shall be sentenced to pay at least dou- 
ble the fine, and be imprisoned at least double the time which 
may have been adjudged against such offender, on the first 
conviction. 

Snc. 49, No person accused of any criminal offence shall 
be set at liberty before his trial, on account of any irregularity 
or informality, in the warrant of commitment, nor after arraign- 
ment, on account of any error or imperfection in the indictment 
or information, but the*same proceedings shall be had again an 
though such person had never been arraigned. 

Sac. 43. livery person indicted for a capital crime shall 
have a copy of the indictment, and a list of the jury whe are to 
pass upon his case delivered to him, at least two entire days be- 
ior his trial, shall commence, and every person accused and in- 
dicted, shall be allowed to make his full defence by counsel; and 
the court before whem such person is to be tried, shall, at his 
request, assign such, counsel not exceeding two, as he shall de- 
sire, who shall have free access to the accused at all sezconable 
hours; and every person so accused and indicted shall have, the 
like process to compel the attendance of their witnesczes as is 
granted to compel the attendance of witnesses on behalf of the 
republic. 

Sue. 44. If any person arraigned for any crime shall not 
answer to the indictment, the plea of not guilty shall be enter 
ed for them on the record, and the court shall proceed to the 
trial of such person im the same manner as if they had pleaded 
not guilty. 
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Sre. 15. No person shall be prosecuted, tried or punished 
for any offence, murder, arson, forgery, counterfeiting and larce 
uy excepted, unless the indictment, presentment or information 
for the same be found or exhibited within one year next after 
the offence shall be done or committed, nor shall any person be 
prosecuted for any fine or forfeiture under a penal statute, unless 
the prosecution for the same shall be commenced within twelve 
months from the time of incurring the fine or forfeiture: provid 
ed, that nothing contained in this section shall extend to any 
person absconding or ficcing from justice. 

Soe. 16. The lands, tenements, goods and chattels of any 
person convicted of any crime or misdemeanor shall be lable 
and subject in preference to all other demands whatsocver in the 
first place in the discharge of the expenses incurred by the re- 
publie or county in the prosecution and conviction of such offen. 
der, and iu the next place to what restitution or reparation may 
be adjudged to the injured party. 

Suc. 47. lor all fines assessed and costs of prosecution in 
criminal cases not capital, the person convicted may stand com- 
mitted to prison by order of the court until such fine and costs 
be paid; end when it shall be made to appear to the court that 
the person so committed hath no estate or means to pay such fine 
and coste, it shall be the duty of the court to discharge such -per 
son from further imprisonment for such fine and costs as in its 
discretion may deem proper. 

Suc. 48. All recognizance taken for any breach of the 
peace or in any case whatsoever, where a recognizance may be 
necessary, shall be made payable to the president of the repub- 
lic of Teras 

Suo. 49. All fines and forfeitures which shall be incurred 
under this act shall be collected by the sheriff of the proper 
county and paid by him into the treasury of the republic. 

Suc. $0. It shall be the duty of every sheriff and other 
person having authority for keeping prisoners, to certify the 
names of all such prisoners in their keeping, to the next term of 
the court having cognizance of the offence with which such pris 
oners stand charged. 

Suco 51. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient securi 
ty, unless for capital crimes where the proof is evident, or pre 
sumption strong, by any justice of the peace, before whom the 
ofender may be brought, before commitment, or by any judge 
of the district or supreme court after commitment. 

Sre. 59. The manner of inflicting the punishment of 
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death shall be by hanging the person convieted by tho neck ane 
til dead. 

Sre 53. All Anes ond penalties in prezeentions for eri 
inal offences, or for the violation of any penal ctatute shall be 
assessed by the court before whom the offender moy be tried on 
the return of a verdict of guilty by the jury empanneled in such 
prosecutions 

Sre. 54. All offences known to the common law of Ionge 
land as now understood and practiced, which ara not provided 
for in this act, shall be punished im the same manacr as known 
to the said common lav. 

Snc. 55. very person who shall kill another im o duel, 
shall be deemed guilty of murder, and on conviction thereof 
shall suffer death. 

Sue. 56. Every person who oball be the bearer of any 
challenge for a duel, or shell im any way aid or assist in any 
duel, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined and imprisoned at 
the discretion of the court before whom such conviction may 


be had. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatiocs. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro teire of the soacre 
Approved, Dec. 21, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


For the relief of the late Comptrolles and the Clerks of the diferent 
departments, under the Government ad interin 


Resolved by the Senate ead House of Representatives of the Ree 
public of Texas, in congress assembled, That the assistant clerks 
who served in the war, navy, treasury or stale departments, of 
the government od interim, be, and are hereby allowed, four 
dollars per day for the time they may have served, in either of 
the above departments, and the auditor, on production of satie- 
factory evidence ohall audit the same. 

Resolced, ‘That thelate comptroller of the republic of Tes- 
ad, be, and he io hereby allowed the same salary in proportion 
to the oe hes acted mo such, as is now allowed by low, to 
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the treasurer, and the said comptroller is hereby authorised, and 
required to deliver over to the treasurer all books, papers, docu- 
ments, and things appertaining and belong to seid office. 
a IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
. RICHARD BELLIS, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 
Approved, Dec. Zl, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION, 
In relation to the Hon. John Woodward. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the re- 
publ of Tezas, in congress assembled, That this congress have 
no right to interfere in the vested rights of any individual, and 
that the judiciary is the umpire to decide the contested claime 
of individuals. 

Resolved, That the services rendered the cause of liberty 
in Texas, by the Hon. John Woodward, of the city of Nes 
York.fis gratefully acknowledged by this congress, and that his 
worth and virtues render his acquisition as a citizen highly desir- 
able by this congress. 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro. im. of the senate. 

Approved, Dec. 21, 1836. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
Appropriating Lande, to keep in operation the Post Office Depart 
mnt, during the year 1851. 

Be di cnarbed by the senate and howse of vopresentatives of the 
vepeblie of Teses in congress assembled, That all persons who moy 
hold legal demands against the post office department of th’ 
republic, due them on contracts with the post master general. fc? 


wansporting the mail any time during the year eighteen hundred 
and thirty-seven, shall be entitled to, and may take the same in 
land at fifty cents per acre, and by paying office fees, and for 
surveying: Provided, it shall not be located in tracts of not less 
than three hundred and twenty acres, in the form of a syuare; 
or if laid on a principal water course, to front it half the distance 
of the perpendicular; and the certificate of the postmaster gen- 
cral, shall be good evidence of all such claims, in any land of- 
fice of this republic: and, further provided, that no person enti- 
tled to lands undcr this act, shall be ai liberty to locate the same, 
until the expiration of six months after the land office shall have 
Seen opened. 
° IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the House of Repr-scntatices. 
| RICHARD BLLIS, 
President pro tempore of thc Senate, 
\ppraved, Dec. 21, 1836. 
SAM HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


Supplementary to ar act, for the punishment of Crimes and wis- 
UCHBOANITG. 

Sec. le Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represcne 
fives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, "haz if any 
person or persona shall introduee any African negro or me- 
groes, contrary to the true intent and meaning of the ninth 
section of the general provisions of the constitution, declaring 
the introduction of African avgroes into this republic, to be p? 
racy, except such as aie from the United States of America, 
and had been held as slaves therein, be considered guilty of pi- 
racy; and upon conviction tiereof, before any court hoving 
cognizance of the same, shall suffer death, without the benefit 
of clergy. ] 

Suc. 2. Be i further caneted, That if aüv person of per 
sons shall introduce into the republic of Texas, any Africans or 
any slave or slaves, from the United States of Ameriva, excep 
such slave or slaves as were previously introduced and held in 
I 


slavery in that republic, in conformity with to laws of that gove 
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ernment, siah bu deemed guilty of piracy, and upon conviction 
thereof 5efore uny court having cognizance of the same, shal} 


suffer deuth 
IRA INGRAN, 
Speaker of thy House of Representatici -. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
Probin of the Senate pro tom. 
A m Bavuld. Ree, 2]. T8535. à 


SAM HOUSTON. 


AN AC 
Fiadh ting the ppls STOR and powers at the District Curs, 


Scc. 7. Bast nored hy the Senat and Louw of Represen- 
tatiocs of the Republic af Texas, in Congresss acscmbled, That the 
republic of Tess chall bo divided into four districts, and ons 
judge shall be elected to each district, by joint vote of both 
houses, who shall, after his appointment, reside in some one ot 
the counties of which his district is composed, and shall hold a 
court in each, at the court-house or such other place as may be 
designated by law, at the times and in the manner hereafter pre- 
scribed, and shall be commissioned by the president, 

Sco 9. A district court shall be held in each county tu ice: 
in each year, and shall commence on the days, and may con- 
tinue for the term specified, that is to say:—Iu the county of 
Nacogdoclzes, on the firat Monday in March and Scotember, and 
may continue in cession two weeks and no longer; in the county 
of Jesper, ou the third Monday in March and September, and 
may continuo six days and no longer; in the county of San Au 
gustine, on the fourth Monday in March and Sepiember. und 
mey continue (vo weeks and no longer; in the ceanty of Sabine, 
oa the second Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March aud 
September, and may continue six days and no longer; ju the 
county of Shelby, on the third Mondays after the fourth Mow 
days ia March and September, aud may continue six days and 
no longer; end $a the county of Red River, on the fourth Mon 
days alice the Kurth Mondays in March and September, and 
may eoatiane vo weeks and no longer, The district court 
shall be field in the county of Jefferson, on the first Mondays in 
March and Scctenber and may continue six days and no longer; 
in (he county of Taberty, on the second Mondays iu March and 
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September, and may continue six days end no longer; in the 
county of Harrisburg, on the third Mondays in March and Sep- 
tember, and may continue six days and no longer; in the county 
of Brazoria, on the fourth Mondays of March and September, 
and may continue two weeks and no longer; in the county of 
Matagorda, on the second Mondays after the fourth Mondays in 
March and September, and may continue six days; and in the 
county of Jackson, on the third Mondays aiter the fourth Rion- 
daysin March and September, and may continue six days. The 
district courts shall be held in the county of Austin, on the first 
Mondays in March and September, and may continue in session 
six days; in the county of Washington. on the second Alondays 
in March and September, and may continue six days; in the 
county of AMilam, on the third Mondays in March and Septem- 
ber, and may continue six days; in the county of Mina, on the 
fourth Monday in March and September, and may continue six 
days; in the county of Colorado, on the first Mondays after the 
fourth Mondays in March and September, and may continue in 
session six days; and in the county of Gonzales, on the secund 
Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March and Soptomber, 
and may continue in session six days. The district courts shall 
be holden in the county of Bexar, on the third Mondays in Apri 

and October, and may continue in session six days; in the 
county of Victoria, on the fourth Mondays in April and Oetc- 
ber, and may continue in session six days; in the county of Goli- 
ad, on the frst Mondays after the fourth Mondays in April and 
Octeber, and may continue six days; in the county of Refugio, 
on the second Monday after the fourth Mondays in April and 
October, und may continue six days; and in the county of 
San Patricio, on the third Mondays after the fourth Mondavs 
in April and October, and may continue in session six dave; 
and in the abs.nee of the judge of any of the said courts, the 
sheriff of the county shall adjourn the court from day to day for 
three days, at the end of which time, if the judge does not ap- 
pear, the sheriff shall adjourn ihe court to the next court in 
Course. 

Sue. S. If from any cause, a district court shall net be 
holden al any time thereof, or if from any cause, the business 
before such court may not be determined before the adjourn- 
ment of snid court, the said business of whatsoever nature re- 
maiming, so undetermined, shall continue of course to tho next 
succeecing term, 
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Soc. 4. The district courts in the several counties of this 
republic, shall have original jurisdiction of all suits, of whatso. 
ever nature or description, when the matter in controversy shall 
be one hundred dollars or upwards, nnd which are not expressly 
cognizable im some other court established by law; and shall 
have power to hear and determine all prosecutions in the name 
of the republic, by indictment, information, or presentment for 
treason, murder and other felonies, crimes and misdemeanors, 
committed within their respective jurisdictions, except such as 
may be exclusively cognizable before a justice of the peace, or 


income other court of this republic; and shall, in criminal cases | 


have and exercise all the powers incident and belonging toa 
court of oyer and terminer and general] jail delivery, and gener 
ally to do and perform all other acts, lawfully pertaining to a dis- 
trict court of this republic. And the judges of said courts and 
each of them, either in vacation or term time, shall have author. 
ity to grant writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, injunctions, su. 
persedeas, and all other remedial writs known to the law, not 
repugnant to the constitution, returnable according to law, into 
the supreme court. or either of the said district courts, as the 
case may be. 

Snc. 9. No person shall be sued out of the county in which 
he may reside, except in the following cases:—First, in the case 
of married women, who must answer in the county where he 
husband resides—NSecond, in cases where the defendant has in 
herited an estate, concerning which, suit is instituted—Third, in 
case where a person has contracted to perform an obligation in 
any particular county—Fourth, in case where the defendant ha 
committed some crime or offence for which a prosecution or chil 
action in damages, may be commenced—Fifth, where the defen 
dant is a transient person—Sixth, in case where the suit is for: 
slave, animal, or other moveable property, in which cases, the 
defendant may be sued, in whatever county he may be found, 
with said property—Seventh, in cases of guardians, tutors, cur! 
tors ond administrators of an estate—Kighth, in all cases d 
fraud and in case af delinquencies on the part of public officer 
—WNinth, in case where land is the object of the swit—Tenth, is 
case Where there may be two or more defendants residing in di 
ferent countics, in which case, it shall be lawful to institute the 
suit in tae county where either of such defendants reside; ani 
the cleri of the court in the county where such suit is instituted 
shall direct a copy of the petition and writ to the sheriff of th 
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county where any such defendant may reside, which shall be by 
said sheriff executed and returned, as in other cases, to the court 
in which suit shall be instituted. 

Suc. 6 No person shall be sued as endorser or security, 
unless suit has been first or simultaneously commenced agninst 
the principal; provided, the principal is within the jurisdiction of 
the courts of the republic. 

Src. 7. The style of all process, shall be the “republic of 
Texas,” and shall be tested in the name of the clerk of the court 
from which the same may issue; and the clerk issuing the samc. 
shall mark thereon, the day on which it shall be issued; and the 
sheriff or other officer receiving the samc, shall mark thereon, 
in like manner, the day he shall have received it. And every 
clerk, sheriff, or other officer neglecting so to do, shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of two hundred dollars, to be recovered in any 
court having any cognizance thereof, with cost, by any person 
wko shall sue for the same; and all original process and all sub- 
sequent process issued thereon, shall be returnable on the first 
day of the term next succeeding after the issuing of such pro- 
cess, and shall be executed at least five days before the return 
day thereef. 

Sec. 8 Jt shall be the duty of the plaintiff or his attorney, 
in taking out a writ or process, to file his petition, with a full and 
clear statement of the names of the parties, whether plaintiff or 
defendant, with the cause of action, and the nature of relief, 
which he requests of the court; and the sheriff or other officer in 
cxeculing the same, shall. deliver to the defendant, a copy of 
said writ and petition; and if the sheriff or other officer shall fail 
or neglect to return any writ to him, directed on the first day of 
the term to which the same is returnable he shall be Hable to be 
fined for a contempt of the count, in such sum as the court may 
think proper to inflict, and shall, moreover, be liable in damages, 
to the party aggrieved. 

Sec. 9. ‘The judges holding the courts aforesaid, shall so 
alternate, that no one judge shall hold the courts in the same cir- 
cuit for two courts in succession, unless called on to do so by the 
judge, whose duty it may be, to hold such circuit, on account of 
any inability to attend. 

Sanc. 10. All process heretofore issued for an amount of 
one hundred dollars and upwards, returnable te the courts of 
the first instance, created by the laws of eighteen headred and 
thirty-four, chall, by the judge of said court in each county, be 
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returned to the firs. . a of the district court uf their counties 
respectively. Ane  , judge of the first instance, neglecting 
or refusing to « n with the previsions of this act, shail be 
considered sui“ > zn misdemeanor, and on conviction be. 


fore any cours» .. , cognizance of the same, be fined in the 
sum of two t>: id dollars; and shall, moreover, be Hable in 
damages, tote porty aggrieved, Aad it shall be the duty of 
the judges of ie first instance, to transmit all causes now 
pending in their courts, for a less amount than one hundred dol. 
lars to the respective magistrates, in whose district the defend- 
ant or defendants m y reside, under the penalties above ex- 
pressed. 

Soc. Ef. The judges of the district courts of their re 
spective districi-, shall have power to change the venue for the 
trial of auy suit. civil or criminal, on good and sufficient cause 
set forth and duly supported by oath or affirmation; and when 
a change of venue shall be allowed in any suit, the trial there- 
of shall be adjourned to the nearest adjoining county, which is 
free from the like exceptions: Provided, that such change of 
venue shall, in no instance, be allowed more than once in the 
same cause or suit; and in criminal prosecutions, the right to the 
change of venue, shall be contined to the party prosecuted. 

Soco 17. The judges of the district courts in their respec 
ttve districts, shall set apart particular days of cach term, for the 
trial of criminal cases; and all fines inflicted and forfeitures ac- 
cruing in the several district coris, shall go to and be applied to 
the use of the county in which they may be thus inflicted or shall 
accrues and the said judges, at their discretion, shall have pow- 
er, on the application of any person cherged with a criminal 
oflenec, to hold a special‘session for the trial of such person; and 
the said judge shall direct the sheriff of the county in which sich 
special session shall be holden, to return thereto, twenty-four 
persons, qualified to act as jurors, who shall be selected in the 
manner prescribed by law; any or all of whom failing tu attend, 
or being challenged, or set aside, a jury of the bystanders shall 
be cmpannelled for the trial of the cause. 

Suc. l9. The clerks of the several district courts shall 
give bond, with security, to 5e approved of by the county court, 
payable to the president and his successors in office, im the pen- 
alty of five thousand dollars, for the safe keeping of the records, 
and the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, which bonds 
chall be lodged in the office of the secretary of state, and may be 
put im suit on the assignment of the president, by the party cr 
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partics injured in his or their own name, and shall Lol become 
void upon the first recovery, but may {rom time to time, he put 
in suit until the whole penalty be recovered. 

Sec. 14. The records of respective courts for cach pre- 
ceding day of the session, shall be read in oper courts on the 
morning of the succeeding day, except on the last day of the 
term; on which day, they shall be signed by the judge or judges 
presiding, in said court. . l 

Szc. 15. Any party may appeal from any final judgmint 
or decree of any district court, during the term at which the 
judgment or decree was rendered, to the supreme cecuri, provid- 
ed, the amount in controversy, amounts to three hundred dollars, 
upon entering into bonds and security, to be approved of by tlic 
court, in double the amount of the debt o damages in the said 
suit, for prosccuting the sume with effect, or performing the 
judgment, sentence o: deeree, which the supreme court, shill 
make or pass thercon, in case the applicant shall have she care 
decided against him. 

Suc. 16. Jn suits or actions, real, personal or mixed, if 
there be two or more plaintiffs or defendants, and ene or mere 
of them should dic, if the cause of action should survive to 
the surviving. plaintiff or plaintiffs, or against the surviving de- 
fendant or defendants, the suit er action shall proceed in the 
name of the surviving plaintiff or plaintiffs against the surviv- 
ing defendant or defendants; and in all suits or actions com- 
mcnced, when either party shall die between verdict and judg- 
ment, the judgment hall be entered, as if both parties were 
living; and if, on the death of any plaintiff, ia actions which 
survive, before verdict, ihe heir, legatee or devisec, executor or 
administrator or legal representative of such deceased party, 
shall not appear voluntarily on the return of a notice of said 
death executed, and become a party tosuch ection on or beror. 
the second term of the court next after the death of such parts 
shall have beeu suggested on the record, such action shall be dis- 
continued, unless good cause be shown to the contrary. 

Sec. 17 When any original process shall issue out of aus 
court in this republic, the plaintiff, at the return of such process, 
or any time thereafter, before final judgment, shall upon the mo- 
tion of any person interested, be ruled to give suficient security 
for all costs accruing in euch suit or action; and if such plaintif 
shall fail to give such security, being thereto required within 
sixty days, the suit shall be dismissed, and execution may issue 
against the plaintiff, for all such costs; " 
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Sec. 18. A new trial may be granted in all «ases, on such 
terms and conditions as the court shall direct; and no more than 
two new trials shall be granted to either party in the same 
ep usc. 

Sec. 19. When in-the record of any judgment or decree 
of any court, there shall be any mistake, the judge-of said cout 
may, in open court, amend such judgment or decree, according 
to the truth and justice of the case; but in all cases, the oppo- 
site parts shall have notice of the application for such amend. 
me nt. 

Soe. 20. Every court shall have power and authority to 
permit amendments to be made in all proceedings whatsoevor, 
before verdict, so as to bring the merits of the question between 
the parties, fairly toa trial. Every person who shall have cause 
of action against another, and who, before the clerk, shall swear 
that he is too poor to pay the fees of office, shall be entitled to 
reccive from such clerk, all such process as may be necessary io 
enable him to prosecute such suit, free of costs. And it shail he 
the duty of the judge, to appoint coun--i for such person, who 
shall attend to the said case without eus fe or reward; and in 
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case any defendant in any case, eife «civil or criminal, shall , 


swear he is too poor to employ couns.', the court shall appoint 
him counsel, who shall, in like manner, «:. nd to the same, with. 
out any fee or reward. 

Nac. 21. The said court shall have power to hear and de 
termine all motions, on giving three days notice to the adverse 
party, against sherifis, coroners or other otii: crs, for money re 


ceived under execution or other process or orler of the cour, 


which shall not be paid to the party entitled to the same, his 
agent, or attorney, on demand. Andall motions against attor 
neys and counsellors at law for failing or resusing to pay money 
received for their clients, and to give judgment according to the 
laws in such cases made and provided, and wader execution 
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accordingly, either party may take exceptions to the opinion of | 
the judge, on any matter of law, and may Hi 2 bill of exceptions | 
to the same; and it shall be the duty of fi. judge to siga such 


bill of exceptions, which shall be sent up to sie supreme court 
in the same manner, and on the same coaditiv.s, as presented in 
the cases of appeal. 


Seo. 93. In all suits or actions, the clark at the request of 


either party, shall issue supcenas for witness s, directed to the 
sheriff or other officer of the county where such witness or 
witnesses are said to reside, whose duty it shall be to execute 


ihe same, mentioning the time and place of his and their ap- 
pearance, the nemes of the parties to the suit wherein testimo- 
ny is to be given, and the party at whose instance such witness 
is summoned, and every subpeena may be made returnable im- 
mediately. 

^. Snc. 23. Every witness summoned to any court, shall at- 
tend from day to day and from term to term, until discharged, 
by the court; or the party summoning him; oud any witness fail- 
ing to appear, and attend as herein required, may be fined by 
the court, in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and shall 
be liable to the action of the party summoning him, to the full 
damages which he may sustain for want of the testimony of wit- 
ness, very witness shall receive as a compensation, one dol- 
lar and a quarter per day, that he shall so attend, and six cents 
for every mile that he shall travel in going and returning, and 
shall receive from the clerk of the court a certificate for the 
same, which shall be taxed, and collected as costs, In criminal 
prosecutions the same rule shall apply to witnesses as is required 
in civil cases, they shall receive the same compensation, and the 
same certificate, which shall be paid by the defendant on cone 
viction, or if on conviction the defendant shall be unable to 
pay the costs, the wilness appearing on behalf of the republic, 
shall be paid out of the treasury of the same, and the cerlifi- 
cate of the clerk shall be a sufficient voucher to authorise the 
proper officer to issue his warrant on the treasurer for the said 
sum: but there shall not be allowed in the bill of costs, a charge 
for more than two witnesses, for the proof of any one particu- 
lar fact. 

Que. St. Witnesses shall be privileged from arrest im all 
cases except treason, felony and breaches of the peace, during 
their attendance on any court, and in going to and returning 
therefrom, allowing one day for every twenty-five miles from 
their place of abode. 

Sse. 25. <Any witness reiusing to give evidence upon ool 
or ailirmation to the best of his or her knowledge, shall bo com- 
mitted to prison by the court or other person authorized to take 
his or her testimony, there to remain without bail until he or 
she shall give such evidence. 

Sec. 26. All negrocs, mulattoes, Indians, and all other 
persons of mixed blood, descended from negro or fudion ances- 
tors, to the third generation inclusive, though one ancestor of 
each goneraiion may have been a white person, shall be iacapa- 
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ble in law to be witnesses in any case whatsoever, except for 
and against cach other. 
Snc. 97. When any witne's shall be about to depart the 


country, or by age, sickness or otherwise, shall be unable to aj | 


tend the court, upon afidavit thereof in open court, or before 
the clerk in his office, or before any judge or justice of the coup. 


ty; the clerk of the court in which any suit is or may be depen ; 


ding, may, on request of cither party, issue a commission for tak 
ing the deposition of such witness, to be read as evidence at | 
the trial, in case the witness should be unable to attend; but ty | 
party obtaining such commission shall give reasonable notice io | 
the other party, of the time and place of taking the deposition ' 
otherwise, the same shall be null and void. 
See. 98. When any plaintiff or defendant in any soit do 
pending in any court of this republic, shall wish to have the be 
efit of the testimony of any of the judges of the supreme coss; 
or any other officer of the government, who, on account of hi: 
oficial duties cannot attend court to give testimony on the trial, 


l 
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of such suit, the party wishing the benefit of the testimony of, 


such judge or other officer, may, on application to the clerk of 
the court in which suit is depending, obtain a commission t 
take the deposition of such judge or other officer, which shall be 
read im evidence on the trial of such case; provided, the adver 
party have reasonable notice of the time and place of takina 
such deposition or depositions. 

Suc. 29. When either plaintiff or defendant to any stk 
ending im court, shall desire to take the testimony of any wit 
necs absent from or residing without the limits and jurisdiction c: 
the republic, such party may take the same by interrogations a 
malting oath or affirmation, as the case may be, of the residenct 
or absence as aforesaid, of such witnesa, before any one of th 
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cause the wiinees or witnesses named in such commission, to op 


eppos! party, or his, her or their attorney, with a copy thers 
with matics of the day on which the commicsion will issue, e 
least tem lays before the commission shall icsue, in which tic 


the op ¢site party may file hio, her, or the interrogatories, Sri > 


R cerifie! copy of such interrogatories if amy there be, shall se 
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compony Such commission, and if ony devesitioa taken as afore. 
suid, shall contain any testimeny but the answers to suci intere 
rogatorics, the same shall be deemed surpluzoze and shall noti be 
us in ovidaness and apy question putt io the witner 8 of twitnecss 

n soch interrogatories, and the onsvrers thereto, pha all be gud- 
ject to all lezal objections on the trial iu the enaso in which any 
depos sition is tekken c9 aforesaid, and m ay be admitted or rojocted 


by the court in the same cune os if ths witness or witmecsces 


were present i in court E whieh deposition must 5e cworn or afirme 
ed to, and as such ifed to by the commaissioners or a mofori- 


ty of ae saad chal [= sealed mp and directed te the clerx of 
the court fom which the same issued, and skall be opened in 
open court, under the direction of the court.’ 

Snc, 39. Any witness residing within this cepublie, afer 
being duly summoned according to Inv; to appear before any 
court or at any other place, where Ris or her atlendance mo y be 
lavwfolly requir red, suall fail or refuse to attend and testify, such 
ecc or other authority before whom such witness is summoned 
to attend, sh al} issue a warrant, or aitaehment directed io Wre 
sheriff oz other ad olicer of tho conaty, Where such 1 witnccs 
is to be found, to compel his or her ationda INCE 

Sze. 91. itso ^ ve the duty of ihe judge e of the £rct ine 

Suns im every county, and in his zbsence tie coeond jeocc. 
aad in his abccace the alcalde, te take era in weiting Cae 
name of evecy frechelder or householder ia bis county, which 
list shall be fled în the oltice of the elerk of fae 
trict courts, and the Baros shall be co and puli: 
kept by the clerk for that ; puspe e; and there shail be T nby 
the cler: end Ed of cach ¢ oni; Í rom caid box, im pracauce 
of the ent judge or alealde, oae by ono, the nomes of thictve 
3x persons, to serve as jurors af the nest eucces atkins fe 
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good cause be shown, the fine shall be remitted without paya 
mont of costs. 

Sue. S2- At the first sescion of any court, and ever after. 
wards, the jury shall be drawn in open court by the sheriff aud 
clerk im the same way, ami with. the same conditions and per 
aliics as preccribod in the foregoing scetion, and if for any cansg 
the jury should rot be zo drawn, the said clerk and sheriff shoh 
in the presence of a justice of the pence, proceed to draw in 
like manner, the said jury so required; and in all eases if the 
person or persons so drawn shall kave removed from the cour 
ty, the drawing shall continue until a preper number of residert 
jurors are cbtained, and the names of the jurors drawn shall be 
put into a separate box, to be kept separate until al) are drawn; 
and if tho clerx or sherif skall bo guilty of any fraud or partie- 
lity in such drawing, they shall be decmed guilty ofa miscomon- 
cr, and punished accordingly. 

Sec. 3d. From the whole number of jurors furnished x 
eforcsaid, and attending the district court of any county, thee 
shall be drawn by lot not more than twenty, nor less than thit 
tecn who shall constitute the grand jury, for the term of tho 
court to which they arc sommened, and shall be sworn to enquire 
of. anc present all treasons, murders, felonies, or other misde- 
rienors chatsoover, which shall have been committed or donc 
within the county for which they nre empanaclled. From the 
sgi grand jurors the court shall appoint a foreman, adminiztcr 
to hir: cn egth in the presence of the other grand jurors. Yo, 
o foreman cf the grand jury shal oiigenily enquire inta ard 
trac prosentment make, of all such matters and things as sho! 
36 given vow iu charge, or otherwise come to your knowledge 

£ 


a Yer 2a 1 
tcucLing the present gorvice, you shall present no nersca throug) 


E 
malice, hatred or ill will; nar shail you leave any unpresentc? 
throng? fear, fhver or affection, or for any reward, hope or psc 
tice theccoñ but in all your presentments you shail present th: 
éruth, the whole trath, and nothing hut the truth, according © 
the beat of your skill and understanding, so help you God. — 
And tho ether jurors shall take the following oath: “The cam 
oath that your foreman has taken berro you on his part, yoh 
and cacti of von, skall well and iruly ohserve and keep om jour 
porig, oc z2lp you Ged.” 

Scc Of, No sheriif or other cSiccer chal axcerte any ect 
ez preeocc. oy Yao Dedy of cay juror during bis aticmlance 

from any district or county eewuvi on 

all be voie. 
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Sue, 95, Should a sufficient number of jurors of the origin- 
al panel not be ia attendance, the grand jury or petit jury may, 
by order of the court, be filled up by the by-standers, whe 
shall be sworn, es if of the original panel. 

Sce. 36. The jurors for their services snall receive one 
dollar and a half each day they may serve, to be paid ont of the 
couuty treasury, and chall receive a certificate in ike manner, 
from the clerk 25 witnesses. 

Src. 37. If during the trial of any civil case or criminal 
prosecution, the juror or jurors should from any eause become 
unable to serve, the sheriff, by order of the court, shall summon 
instanter such number of jurors as my be necassary to f suca 
vacancies, who shall be sworn es ihe other jurors, and the trial 
commenced de $070. 

Suc. 88. In civil cases, cither the plaintiff or defendant 


may challenge ihroe jurors without shewing ony cause for the 


same; andin all prosecutions for offenees not capital, the party 
prosecuted shall have the right of challenging four furom, wiii- 
out shewing any cause for tho same, and iu all prosecutions of c 
capital nature, the party prosecuted may challenge twenty jue 
rors without shewing aty reason for the same. , : 
Snc. 99, The jurors bolenging to the oxicive! penal ots 
may be in attendance, shall be sworn in chief do icy af] enuis 
that may be submilted to then during the term of catd couris 
and a talisman shall be sworn separaicly to ty cork canso, ov 
for the day as the court may determine, and any tel cn ino 
moned by the shork to oitend as a juror, ond refus ng LO io do, 
moy be fued by tae court ia any sum net cnesedinzg su ently dole 
lars, and tle clerk shall be ordered to issue execution for uwhl 
for the same with cots. 
zc. 40, No person shall converse with o juror Lol by or 
der of the court, after the jury skall hove retiret Som tho Dax, 
and while they have a egte under consideration. : 
Soe Al, No parson under dhe age of Gwent oLe dul po 
ion whois not a citizen of the republic of "ex ow Locbay pace 
sot who is not a free-holder, wor cay posses WLO Lasan Cola 
ed of felony, perjury. or ocher offence punishable 5; suip s pil 
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he collected by tao shoeing oud poid iuto the count, treasury, ef 
the proper county, for COUZiy puvpouon. 
Snc. 4% No judge of any of the caid coars dueli chare 
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the jury as to tbe weight of evidence in any cause civil or cri. 
minal, but such judge may sum up the testimony, and shall 
charge the jury as to any matter of law arising thereon, and the 
judge of any district court may at his discrotion; in any criminal 
cese, reserve a question of law, which to him may appear novel 
or difficult, for the consideration and discretion of the supreme 
court at the next succceding term, and the supreme court shell 
pronounce such sentence or judgment as the district court ought 
to have pronounced. 

Suc. «4.  Ytghel be the duty of the judge of any court to 
cause the judgment, sentence or decree of the court to bc carricd 


into execution agreeably to law. 
Sue. 45. When by appeal or otha: wise a case shall ke | 
teken from the district court to the supreme court, the clerk of | 
the district court shall immediately make up a full and porfed , 
record of all praceedinga in such case, and shall,-om the appi | 
cation of cither party, give to such party an attested copy of | 
such record, with a taxation of all costs that have accrued 
thereon, and ohall endorse on such copy the day on which it 
wes demanded, and the day on which it is delivered, and cigi 
his name ac clerk thereto; and if by reason of the delay or | 
neglect of any clerk to give a transcript of the record, in any | 
ecce aforesaid, the same shall not be filed in the supreme cour | 
in due time, or if the record be erroneously or incorrectly mate 
up, co that the supreme court cannot proceed thercon to a fug. 
decision, cuch clerk shall in either case, upon conviction therc- 
of, before cny court of competent jurisdiction, be adjudged guib 
ty of s misdemeanor in office; and shall be fined in a sum ne 
exceeding tuvo hundred dollars, to the use of the party cntitled 
to Such attested copy, and shall moreover be liable to an actor 
for all datsagce the said party may custain on account of sald | 
ngglect or delay, provided, that if the supreme court shall thinh, 
there is cubicient matter of substance in the record and procect:. 
inga,on any appeal or othervice. te enable them to proceca? toa 
final decttieo, the come chall not be dismissed for want of fors 
and in ell cases where the supremo court shall he of opinion, th"! | 
Dy enced has been token for delay, and that the party nppes? 
shad vo probable gocd and satüeient reason for taking such 
ng had ne probable good end smídeient reason for taking such. 
peal, Cion, in thet caco the party appealing, if he be the de 
näos? fo (he court below, chall be taxed ten per cent dem 
agcr. Co tle coe and benefit of the plaintiff im the court belos 
bole inerce and coct of suit, 
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Snc. 46. Im all cases decided in the district courts, the 
facts shall be found by the jary, and when they render their ver- 
dict, shall report in their verdict all the material facts of the casa, 
which verdict and facts shall constitutco-a part of the records, 
and shall, in ease of appeal, be sent to the supremo court, which 
facts so found shall be conclusive, and on such fects the supreme | 
court will render their judgment or decrees 

Soe. 4%. There shall be one clerk ef tho-district court in 
each county who shall be clected by the qualified voters for menr 
bers of congress on the first Monday in February noxt; who 
shall held his office for four years: and a cleri for csch district 
court shall be elected pro tem. by the judge of the district court, 
to continue in ofice until his successor is duly clacted and quali- 
ficd, and ia case of death, resignation, or vaccilon of ofice the 
judge of the court shall have power to appol.i a elock pro tem. 
antil a regular election shall be held. l 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the Rouse of reorcscataticos. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 


President pro tema of the scnatza 


Approved, Dee, 22, 1820. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Alling poy to Cheoleins. 


E 


Reseleed, by the senate und house of veorescatatisos of the re- 
ins of 


public of Texas, in congress assembled, That the chopla 
the tva houses of congress be, and are hereby enfitled to the 
same per diem pay as members of eongreco, end the clerks ore 


ye 7 og 


authorized to issue to them their certificates, for the term of vacir 


service. 
(RA INGRAM, 
Speaker of tha kouce of voprescatetizcse 
` RICHARD EMU EARS 
President pros Cie of th pu 
Approved, Dac. 92, 1896. 
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“Regulating Estrays. 


Soc. le Be st enacted by the senate ane konse of represents 
tes of the republic of Tegas im congress cescmbled, That ony | 
person who shall take up any stray horae, maro, colt, ule, jack 
or jenney, which shall be found oa his or ner plantation or land, 
shali forthwith giv: information thereof to some justice of the 
peace for the county, and make oath before caid justice, that tha 
same was taken up at his or her plantation, or place of res 
dence, or his or her land adjoining the same, and that the mas 
or brands have not beon altered or defaced, since the same wa 
taken up: and thereupon the said justice shall issue his summon 
to two disinterested householders of the neighborhood, commo. 
ding them after being duly swern, to valuc and appraise th 
same without partiality, favor or affection, and certify the vake 
ation under thoir hands, together with a particular description o 
the animal, stature, marks, brands, color and age, which certif 
ente shall be attested by the justice, who shall thereupon requir 
the taker up to enter into bond with sufficient security in doubl: 
tho amount of the appraisement, payable to the judge of th 
comaty court end Lis successors in office, conditioned, that th: 
taker up shall comply with the requisites of this act, vlica bond 
and appraisement shall be transmitted by him to the clerk of 
the county court within twenty days thereafter, to be by sed 
clerk entered into a bool to be kept for that purpose, for which 
the justice and the clerk shall cach receive the sum of fifty cent 
to be paid by the taker up: prooidcd, that if two or more strays 
of the came opecics ore taken up by the same person at the sam 
timo they chall be included in the came entry and one advertic- 
ment, the justice and the clork shail receive no more fees: than 
for one of such strays. í 

Soo, 9. ind best further enacted, That when any vtzay a! 
aforesaid schall be found dead, or shall have escaped, the taker 
up shall, without delay, make report thereof to the clerk on oct, 
who shell make a memorandum of the came in the margin of bh 
bool, where the certifieat.: of ruch ciray or straya was register 
eds and the toker up chall ne: bo anaverable for the same, nor 
shall the taker up be Hablo for usiag onid stray: provided, the 
came call not have been abused 

Sor. 3. And be SL further enacted, That when amy stay 
shall be proven away, and the owner and the toker up cannot 
agrec as to the oxponses, application may be made by either 
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party to the next justice of the peace, who shall require two 
houscholders of the neighborhood who shall have the privileze of 
appointing an umpire and adjust the dispute, and their award 
shall be final. 

Sne. 4e And be it further enacted, That if any person shall 
take or send away any stray out of the republic of ‘Texas, on any 
protence whatsoever, through fraud, or shall trade, swap or sell 
the saine, ander twelve months, he, she or they so offending, shail 
foríeit and pay double the amount of the appraisement of such 
stray or strays recoverable before any court of this republic hav- 
ing Jurisdiction thereof, one half to the use of the informer, and 
the other half to the use of the county wherein the offence shall 
have been committed; and moreover shall pay the owner the 
amount of the a praisement, or if no owner appear, then to 
the county, subject to the regulation as is hereinafter ordered un- 
der the sixth section of this act. 

Sue. 5. And be it further enaciod, That if any person ohall 
take up or nse a stray of whatsoever Gesctiption, contrary to 
the meaning of this act, shall for every such okence forfeit and 
pay one hundred dollars, recoverable with cox in any court 
of this republic; having jurisdiction thereof, eno hell to Ge use 
of the county and the other half to the person sneing for ihe 
same, and be answerable in a suit for damages to the party ag- 
grieved. 

See. 6. And ba tt further cracted, That the property of eve- 
ry stray or strays so taken up as aforesaid, twelve months ofiter 
such appraisement, and not proven avay by the owner thereon 
shail be deemed vested in the taker up of the cames provided. 
nevertheless, that should the owndr apply in cighteeu months he 
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shell receive the foll amount of 


ing all reasonable expenses: and preetdec also, that che percou so 
taking mn, shall account for ond poy into the bande of the elem: 
of the county, ono half of the appraiced value of nli sue. : :rayo, 

his oec anc if the 
taker up shall neglect to account with the exi cur k ror tae eame, 
he or che ao failing, oboli forfeit an Í O appraficd teiue of 
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balance, the said clerk is hereby reqaired to pay over to the 
county treasury. 

See. 7. And be tt further enacted, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the former owners of any strays at any time, on prov- 
ing their property, to demand and receive from the county trea- 
surer one half of the volue of any such strays appraised and ac- 
counted for as aforesaid, deducting therefrom the treasurer's 
commissions of two per centum, for receiving and accounting for 
the same. 

Sze. 8. And be d£ further enucted, That it shall be the duiy 
of the taker up of any siray horse, mare, colt, mule, jack or jen- 
BY, to cause the same to be exhibited on the fret day of each 
term of the county court of the county next succeeding the time 
at which such stray shell be tåken up, from eleven to threc 
o'clock, that the owner may have an opporiunity of claiming his 
property. A 

Sno. 9. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of cach 
county of this renublic shall keep a book, in which he shall reg- 
ister all certificates of strays delivered to him, and file the same 
in regular order. it shall be his Guty to cause a copy of the cer 
tificate of appraisement, of every horse, mare, colt, mule, jack 
or jenny, to be published in the nearest newspaper, turee times 
It moreover, shall be the duty of the clerk, to make out a fui 
and correct list of all strays, and afis the same at the door ef 
the court house of their respective countics, on the Groat day of 
each term of the county court, omitting only such otrayo es are 
proven away, escaped or dead, under the ponalty of üfty Golls..s 
for sack neglect or omission, The clerk shall receive as fees of 


office for advertizing any horse, mare, colt, mule, jack or jenny, 
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one dollar ond printers’. sees ter advurUsing the same. And ier 
every seavela of the stray books, twelve and a half cente, to Le 
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mentioned, and payment of all costs incurred, from the posting 
and keeping such stray or strays, shall deliver up the same to 
the proper owners 

Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That in ail cases of the 
division of céunties, the stray or strays shall belong to the coun- 
ty wherein the same may be fouad, and shall be Gisposed of as 
other strays posted im said county. 

Soe. 12. And be d£ further enacted, That any horse, mare, 
colt, mule, jack or jenny, that is branded or marked, or prov- 
en away, and which shall have been caught or driven in with 
wild horses, é&c., shall be considered as strays; and ihe person 
for whom they were taken, shall pay the taker up the sum of 
ten dollars, provided the beast was caught from among the mus- 
tangso 
Sue. 18 And be it further enected, That day person tol 
ing up any stray cattle, hogs, sheep or goats, shall proceed in the 
same manner and form, as in the first section of this act, provid- 
ed for horses, &c. 


written advertise.nents at two of the most publie plcscs in his 
Lan ono 3 E! ^ ? ^ 
neighborhood, describing such stray or siroys to have been tole 
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, Sse. 15. And bz tt further enact, Tha. mo person shall 
take up any such siray stock, except he, che or they tare ond 
subscribe the same oath as in the first section of this act. 

Duc, 16. And be it furiier enackeé. That ail moneys paid 
for stock, shall be paid to the clerk a£ the end of «iy maths and 
are subject to the same rules and reguiciicus ac are poeeusibed 
în the second section of this act. à 

: PRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the eure ef repre alivi 
RICHARD NL 
President pro (aat. Qf the cut dos 


Approved, Dec. 93, 1886. 
SAM, HOUSTON 
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AN ACT 
To Establish e General Land Office for the republic of Torus 


Sce. lo Be db enacted by the Senate and Horsa of Represen- 
lives of the republic of Tenas, in Congress casembled, That there 
shell be and 19 hereby established a general land office, for chief 
oficer of which shall be st, led the commissioner of the general 
land office, who shall hold his office at the seat of government, 
whese duty it shall be to superintend, execute and perform all 
acts and things touching or respecting the public lands of tho re- 
public of Texas. 

Snc. 3. dad bei further enacted, That there shall be in 
the said ofice, an inferior officer, to be appointcd by the onid 
principal officer, to be employed therein as he shall deem pro- 
per. aad be called the chief clerk of the general land office: 
who, in all cases, when the said principal office shall become va- 
cant, during such vocancy shall have the charge and custody of 
the seal and all records, books aud papers belonging to the eaid 
ACLs 

Noto de aind be it further enacted, That the said principal 
eicer and every other person to be appointed and employed in 
the said office, shall, before he entera on the duties of his office, 
take and subscribe the following oath of office? “I, A D, de 
solemnly swear or afirm, thoi 1 will honestly and faithfully dis 
charge the duties of my office as 
without favor or partiality, so help me God.” 

SUG. 4. dnd be wt further enacted, That the said commission 
er of the zeneral land ofice shall cause a seal to be made, and 
provideu wor the said oftice, with such devico, as the president oi 
the r.pubiic shill approves and copies of any records, books, or 
papors. belonging to the suid obice, under the signaturo of the 
said eoramissioner, or when the ofüce shall become vacant, uns 
der the signature of the chiet clerk; and the said seal skall be 
competent evidence, in all cases in which the original records, 
books o2 panera could be ovidonec. 

Spe. DO. And Co ts further enacted, That the said commis: 
sioner sull forthwith. ner his appointment, be ontitled ta the 
custody, aud chall toke charge of the said seal, and also, all the 
records, books and vepers, in any vay appertaining to the lands 
ef the renublic, and thet may now be, in the care or possersion 
of all ommresnries, political chief alealdes, commissarios, or com 
tnissioncrs for issuing land titles, or amy other person; and tho 
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said records, books and papers ghall become and be deemed the 
books and papers of the said office. 

Sue. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said comuis- 
sioner shall, when required by the president of the republic of 
Texas, or either house of congress, make a plat of any land sure 
veyed under the authority of the government, and give such ine 
formation respecting the public lands, and concerning the busi- 
ness of his office as shall be legally required. : 

Sue. 7. And be dt further enacted, That in all enses in which 
land shall be hereafter given by the republic of Texas, for mil- 
itary services, warrants shall be granted to the parties entitled 
to such lands by the secretary of war, and such warrant shall be 
recorded in books to be kept by him for that purpese, and shall 
be located as is provided in this act. 

Sse. S8. dad de tt further enacted, That ell patents issuing 
from the snid office shall be in the name of the republic of Tez» 
as, and under the senl of said office, aud be signed by the prest- 
dent of the republic of Texas and countersigned by the come 
missioner of the general land ofice. 

Sec. 9. And bo tt further enacted, That no person appoinie 
ed to an office instituted by this act, or employed in any such 
office, shall directly or indirectly be concerned in the purchase 
of any right, title, or interest in any public land either in his 
own name, right, or in trust for any other person, orin the namo 
or right of any other person in trust for him elf, nor shall take, 
or receive any fee or emolumenti for negotiating or transacting 
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the business of said office. And any person offezdinzin the pre- 
mises against the prohibition of this act, shall forfeit amd pay 
one thousand dollars; and upon conviction shell be romorcd 
from office. 

Sne. LQ. dad be it further entecicd, That the eesapycconer 
of the gencral land office shall be appointed by the president, vih 
the consent and advice of the senate, and said commissioner of 
the general land office shall hold his ofice for three yeaz and 
shall be re-eligible. He shall receive au annual cclacy e? three 
thousand dollars per annum, payable quarterly, out of anv mos 
ney in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. And the said 
commissioncr chall have the privilege of senciog, and teccivine 
letters and packages, and also final cerlifcater, and patents or 
land free of postage. 

Sues Ie Jad bc it fitetlecr enacted, That the commircionor 
of the general land ofica, chall be amthericed to craplay a rE 
rient number of clerks, provided that their annual coraponezztor 
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shall mot exceed in the whole, two thousand dollars per annuw, 
and the said compensation shall be paid out of any moniesin the 
tecosury not otherwise appropriated. ` 

Sne, R2. And be tt further enacted, That there shall bees 
tablished a land office, No. 1, at the house of Goorge Wright, on 
Red River, for the district of Red River, whieh shall include 
all that country lying and situated within the following bounda- 
ries, viz: the line to begia at the mouth of the Sulphur fort: of 
Red River, and run up that river to the crossing of the Tram. 
mel trace, thence on that trace to the Sabine river, thence up 
that river to its source, thea due west to the Trinity riven 
thence up that river to its source, thence duc north to Red Riv 
er, thence down that river to the beginning. And a land ofico, 
No. 2, at San Augustine, for the counties of Son Augustiae, Joo 
pot, Sabine and Shelby. One other land olive, No. & at Lib- 
Griy; for the counties of Jefferson, Liberty and Harrisburg, 
Que other land office, No. 4. at Nacogdoches, for all cant sce. 
tou of country which Hes north of Liberty and cast of the Trin. 
ity, not included ia any other land office district. One otha 
lond office, Ne. 5, composing the coanties of Brazoria, Mertagor 
da ond Jackson, to be located at the town of Matagorda. Ne 
G, comzcsing the counties of Austin, Colorado and Washingtor, 
to be located et the town of Washington, No. 7, composing 
the county of ADlan: aud all the country west of the Trinity, 
and cast of the Brazos not incladed in any other land dintrict, 
No. 8, composing the county of Mina, and all the country wes 
of the Colorado river, north of the La Bahia, road, and cast of 
DaWitOs colony, te be located at the town of Mina. No. 9 
composing all the, tract of country heretofore embraced in the 
colony of DeWitt, to be located at the town of Gonzales. No. 
10, gico a land ofice to ba located at San Antonio de Bexar, for 
all Chad tract cf countey west of DeWitt'’s and north of Powers 
colony. No. 11, o lend ofice to be located at tho town of Vie 
toria for all that country west of the district of Xintagorda aci 
south ar Coazalea and Dear. : 

. Bro. l Aad Co 0 Perth eanefod, That the several euevey- 
orc genoral shall be appointed by the President, by and with 
(oo advices and ecnuent of the sonates shall be commissioned by 
uo pecsident--moy continue in ofiec three years—~cligible too 
reennpointment-—shell reside at the land ofiiee fr which ko is cp 
potuteds whose duly itchall be to formish such regulations nnd in- 
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to time by the commissioucr cf the general land ofücos shall od- 
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minister oaths to the deputies as prescribed in the third section 
of this act; whose duty it shall be te examine the field notes and 
plats of allsurveys which have boen or may be made within the 
bounds of his authority, for the purpose of yetting a patent for 
them, and seo that they are correct; and shall certify the same 
on the eame paper on which are the field notes; and shall 
carefully preserve in his office a copy of all said field notes and 
plats. And said suryeyor general shall be entitled to charge 
persons presenting field notes and plats for his inspection, the 
following fees, viz: for every field note and plat of a survey 
which lies in a square or an oblong shape, one dollar; for every 
survey which has more than four lines and less than eight, one 
dollar and fifty cents: over eight, and less than thirteen, two 
dollars; and for all which have more than twelve Eines the sum of 
three dollars. And on application of any individual in person 
to any one of the surveyors gencral, and producing sufficient tes- 
timony of proper qualifications, he shall be deputed by the said 
surveyor gencral to survey any where within the bounds of his 
authority; for which deputation the deputee shall pay the sur- 
veyor gencral the sum of three dollars. 

Sec. li. And be it further enacted, That there shall be one 
register of public lands, and onc receiver of public monies for 
each district to be appointed by the president, with the advice 
and consent of the senate, for the term of three ycars eligible to 
a re-appointment; and for misconduct in office may be, suspended 
by the president; who shall hold their offices at such places as con- 
gress may by law direct. And the receiver shall enter into bond 
with good and sufficient security, to be approved of and certi- 
fied by the chief justice of the county court, payable to the pre- 
sident and his successors in office] in the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, which bond shall net become void on the recovery there- 
of; conditioned well and truly to pay al! such sums or funds 
that may be paid to him on account of the public funds. to the 
secretary of the treasury, for the use of the republic; and said 
bond shall be filed in the office of the secretary of the treasu- 
ry; a certified copy of said bond from under his hand and secs! 
shall be evidence in any court having competent jurisdiciion, 
to recover judgment thereon, against such recciver of public 
monies. 

‘Sac. 15. And be it further enacted, That any person whe 
is legally entitled to a grant of land of the government, either by 
citizenship, heirship, or purchase, may apply in person, or by 9 
duly De representative or agent,and by producing legal and 
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sufficient testimony of their claims to the register and receiver 

of the land office for the district in which they may five; or if 

an heir or heirs, or assignee, the district in which died the testa. 

tor, or last lived the assignor; and the said register and receiver 

is hereby authorized to grant to such person so applying, an or- 

der of survey, directed to any legally authorized serveyor of the 

republic of Texas, for the amoant of land to which they are en- 

titled; stating in the said order of survey, at what time the said 

grantee emigrated to the country or is a native; for which order 

of survey the grantee shall pay to the register and receiver 

each the sum of one dollar; and the said register shall record all 

of said orders in a book, and at the end of every month, for 

ward to the commissioner of the general land office a copy of 

the same. The said register shall also record in a book all pow- 

ers of atiorney or any other instrument of writing connected 

with the grant of orders of survey, for which the applicant shall 

pay for recording twelve and a half cents for every hundred | 
words; all of which instruments shall be forwarded also to the 

commissioner of the general land office monthly: provided ale 
ways, that any person applying for lend as a settler, and claim. 
ing his head right as such, shall be required to take and subscribe 

the following oath or afirmation before receiving am order of 

survey; such oath or affirmation to be made before any perso 

legally authorised to administer the same: “I do solemnly 

swear (or afirm} that I was a resident citizen of Texas at the 

date o: the declaration of independence; that I did not leave the 

country during the campaign of the spring of one thousand eight 

hundred and thirty-six, to avoid a participation in the struggle: 

that I did not refuse to participate in the war; and that I did net 

aid or assist the enemy; that I have not previously received a ti 

tle for my quantum of land—and that I conceive myself to be 

justly entitled under the constitution and laws to the quantity of 
land for which l now apply:” provided, that widows, females or 

orphans shall be, and are hereby exempt from the duties requir 

ed by this section. 

Sue. 16. fund be it further enacted, That all persons claim 
ing land for military services, and Laying a certificate of the 
same, or any order of survey emanating from the proper author 
ities, may apply directly to the deputy surveyor, and have his 
land surveyed; and said deputy surveyors are hereby authorised 
to survey for any person having such certificates or orders of sue 
voy; conformably to their instruetions: provided, that all person 
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holding such warrants; certificates, or orders of Survey, shall first 
oresent them to the register of the district in which he resides; 
who shall record the same in a book to be kept for that purpose, 
und forward copies te the surveyer generat ] 
Suc. l7. And be it further cnacted, That all surveys which 
have been or may hereafter be made. agreeably to law in all re- 
spects, and certified by the surveyor general for the district ia 
which the land lies, as required in the eleventh section of this 
law, shall be patented; and the owners thereof, by depositing 
the same inthe land effics for the district in which the land lies, 
and paying to the receiver of the same, in addition te the govern- 
ment fees, the following fees of office, shall so soon as practica- 
_ dle, be furnished with a patent for said land or lands, vig:—For 
2 patent to a league and labor of land, five dollars; for a patent 
to a third of a league four dollars; for a patent to twelve hundred 
and eighty acres, four dollars; for a patent to ninc hundred and 
sixty acres, four dollars; for a patent to six hundred and forty 
acres, four dollars; for a patent to three hundred and twenty 
acres, three dollars; for a patent to one Jaber of land, three dol 
lars; all of which office fees shall be equally divided between the 
register and the receiver; and the several registers shall, upon 
the receipt in their offices of all field notes of surveys, made oot 
in the manner abeverequired, immediately making out in such 
form and manner as the commissioner of the gencral land office 
shall instruct him, duplicate blank patents for said land or lands 
and forward the same to the commissioner of the general land 
office, who will immediately cause one of the duplicates to be 
executed as the law directs, and transmit, it forthwith to the pro- 
per office, for the owner thereof, shall also reserve in the gener- 
al lend office, ihe duplicates of grants, and cause the same al- 
so to be recorded ina well bound book, to be kept by him ex: 
pressly for that purpose. And the said ‘grantecs shall pay as 
government fees, the price as fixed by the colonization laws of 
Coahuila and Texas, in force at the time they emigrated -to this- 
country. : 
Ane: 18, And be dt further enacted, That the price of sur- 
veying shall be three dollars fer cach Costillian lineal mille. 
Sec. 19. And be it further enacted That if any one of the 
officers who may be employed in the land office, should fail or 
refuse tn do his duty as required by law, he shall upon conviction 
thereof, before any district court in this republit, forfeifiand pay 
a penalty, of amy sum not exceeding ono thousand tlolkirs, one 


moiety to the republic, and the other tp the party aggrieved; and 


any person so aggrieved, may sue the offendcr ia any such court 
in this republic. 

Suc. 20. dnd be it further enacted, That the president be, 
and he is hereby authorized to contract for the surveying, and 
cause to be surveyed at the expense of this government, a suffi. 
cient quantity of lands to satisfy the holders of all land scrip that 
may have been, or which may hereatter be issued, and sold by 
this government, agreeably to law, in all respects; and the sec. 
retary of the treasury is hereby authorized to pay out of any mo- 
nies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, all expenses 
which may accruc in the completion of said surveys. 

Suc. 21. nd be it further enudid, That whereas many 
persons have received titles under the colonization laws, as 
colonists from the different commissioners of the country: and, 
whereas many conditions were, by the laws attached, to said 
titles-—that all such conditions be, and are hereby cancelled 
and the titles to all sach lands be, and are hereby ratified and 
confirmed: Provided, that such persons shall pay, or cause to be 
paid into the office of the receiver of the land office of the 
district where such land may be situated, or into the office of 
the secretary of the treasury, within six months after the open- 
ing of the land office, all money which may be due or owing 
on the same: Provided, that the conditions of remaining in the 
country, and the provision prohibiting a sale to aliens, shall’ 
not be repealed by this law: And further provided, that no tè 
tle by this act shall be confirmed, which was illegal or inve 
lad ab initio: And be it further provided, that it shall not affect 
the rights of third persons: And further provided, this act shall 
not extend to the benefit of any grantee or individual, fora 
greater amount of land than one league and one labor, or that 
granted to like citizens by the constitution of this republic. 

SEC. 92. And be it further enacted, That no person shall 
by virtue of an improvement, have a right to claim more then 
one league and labor of land, and that improvement shall com 
sist in the clearing and fencing, in a farmer-like manner, at least 
four acres of land; and the privilege shall not extend to any 
person who has previously got a grant to the quota of land to 
which they are entitled by citizenship, nor to any person or per 
sons entitled to a grant of land by purchase. 

Scc. 98. And be it further enacted, That the several land 
offices shall open and go inte operation on the first day of June 
next, and their operations will then be confined to the complet- 
ing of land titles to all those who, by the existing and previous 
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laws, have acquired a preference to the first location; of this 
class, are all citizens who were here on the day of the declara- 
tion of independence, and those volunteer soldiers who have 
scrved a tour of duty in the army of Texas previous to that time. 
For these classes of claimants the land office shall be opened and. 
remain six months in operation, granting and completing titles 
alone to that description of claimants; after which, all other le- 
gal claimants shail be entitled to have their land titles completed, 
as is herein provided for and directed. 

Snc. Bi. And be it further enacted, That every emigrant 
who arrives in thia republic, from and after the first day of Jan- 
uary next, who is a free white person, and is the head of a fami- 
ly, and who shall actually reside within the government with his 
family, shall be entitled to a conditional grant for twelve hun- 
dred and eighty acres of land, by paying the fees of office and 
for surveying. The conditions of said grant shall be, that the 
grantee shall remain and reside here, and his or her family, both 
within this government, and do and perform all the duties re- 
quired of other like: citizens, for a term of three years, after 
which time and several acts, he or she shall have and receive an 
unconditional patent for said land; and in no case whatever, 
shall a grant of. that description be patented, unless it be satis- 
factorily proven, that all the conditions of the grant. haye 
in fact and in good faith, been complied with.. And all single 
free white men, who may emigrate to-(he country after the first 
day of January next, shall be entitled to six hundred and forty 
acres of land, and so soon us they shall marry, they shall receive 
an additional quantity of six hundred and forty acres of land, 
upon the same conditions above named; and all laws contra- 
zy to the purview and meaning of this act, are hereby repeal- 
?l and declared null and void, so far as regards their future ope- 
ration: 

Smc. 29. And be it further enacted, ‘That in case any sur- 
zey shall cross the dividing sine between any two counties, it 
shall be competent for the register who issued this order of sur- 
vey, to proceed in the same manner, as though the land was 
wholly situated within his land district. 

Srt. 2G. And be & further enacted, Thatin ease doubt 
thould arise as to the boundary line ofany land district, it shall 
je competent for the registers of the (wo land offices, concerning 
chose bound wy the doubts exists, to determine the doubt, and 
agree upon ths line between them, which shall be as-velid in- 
iw, as-though the said line had: been defined by act of Chia coar. 


Pa 


o 


224 


gress; and in case they cannot agree, then and in that case, the 
chief justice of the county court whose office is situated nearest 
the said disputed line, shall decide. 

Sze. 97. dad be it further enacted, That the commissioner 
general of the land office, furnish a£ the public expense, such 
books and stationary, as may be necessary for all the transac- 
tions of the several land offices. 

Suc. 12. And be it further enacted, That if the president 
should deem it proper to do so, in consequence of an invasion 
or a threatened invasion of our country by an enemy, that he be 
and is hereby authorized, to issue his proclamation, closing or 
suspending all operations of the several land offices; and fur 
ther, that he be authorized, when he may think it proper to do 
$0, to again, by proclamation, open and authorize them to pro. 
ceed to the execution of the duties of the several offices, as the 
law directs. 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the House ef Representatives 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 

Votoed by the president, and passed by a constitutional ma 

jority of the house of representatives, December 22, 1836. 
; IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the House of Representtiver 
_ . Ve:oed by the president, and passed by a constitutional me 
jority of the scnate, December 22, 1836. 
RICHARD IIIS, 


President pro teme of the Senate, 


AN ACT 


7 E P a j 
Lo^liig the Seat af Justice for the County of Harrisburg, ai! 
é other purposes. 


Spo. lh. Bz 8 erected, by the comete and house of vcovese 
fatioes of ke r'puclie of Texas, in congress assembled, That th 
seat of justice, for the county of Harrisburg be, and the samai 
hereby estabiished at the town of Houston. 

Soe. G. Ent be it further enacted, That the Island of Gal 
veston, ohall for the future be incladed within the Emits of th 
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county of Harrisburg, and be. and compose a part of said 


county. 
IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, Dec. 22, 1836. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Authorising the president to receive forty thousand Volunteers. 


Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘That the president be, 
and he is hereby authorized to receive into the service, any num- 
ber of volunteers not exceeding forty thousand, as im his judg- 
ment may be necessary to the defence and welfare of the re- 
public, 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speak^r of the house of vcprescntatives. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tcm. of the Scnate, 


Approved, Dec. 22, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


Lo provide an Index for the Laus of Congress, and for other pur- 
poses. 


Sue. lo Be it Unacted, by the senate aud house of ri presen- 
tatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the 
secretary of state be, and he is hereby aualnorized amd required 
to form an index io the laws passed at the present session of 
this congress, and to have the same printed with the said laws, 
and it shall also be his duty to superintend the printing of said 
laws. 

Sec. 2 Itshall be the duty of the chief clerk of the 
house of representatives and of the secretary of the senate io 


superintend the printing of the journals of their respective 
houses, 
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Sec. 3. The secretary of state and the clerk of the house 
of representatives and the secretary of the senate, shall each be 
allowed the sum of two hundred dollars for said extra ser 
VICES. 

IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the House of Representatiaes. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 

Approved, Dec. 22, 1837. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To raise a Reonzus by Impost Duties. 


Sco. l. Be it enacted, by the Senate and house of vepresente 
tives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That there 
shall be, and is hereby imposed, assessed and levied upon all ar 
ticles which may be imported into this republic, from and after 
the first day of June next, the following duties, viz: 

Upon all wines and spirituous and malt liquors, an ad vale 
rem duty upon invoice costs of forty-five per centem. Uponall 
silk goods, and all manufactures of every description made of 
silk, an ad valorem duty of fifty per cent. Upon all sugar and 
coffee, two and a half percent. Upon teas, twenty-five per cent 
per pound. Upon bread stuffs, one per cent. Upon iron and 
castings, tem per cent. Upon all coarse clothing, coarse shirt- 
ings, coarse shoes and brogans, blankets, kerseys, satinetts, and 
cloths formed of a mixture of cotton and wool, ten per cent. 
Upon all other goods, wares, and merchandize, not herein espe- 
cially enumerated, an ad valorem duty oftwenty-five per cent 
upon the invoice cost. 

Sue. 9, Be dt further enacted, That there shall be assessed, 
levied and callected, upon all vessels of the burthen «f ten tons 
and upwards, arriving im any port of Texas from a foreign posty 
the sam of twemty-five cents per ton. 

Sr. d. e st further enacted, ‘Phat it shall be the duty 
of the president, by and with the advice and consent of the se 
nate, to appoint for cach and every district such revenue off. 
cers as may be mecessary and proper for the collection of the 
venue, eachof whom shall take an oath of office before reenter 


ing upon the duties, and for the punctual paying over to thc pro- 
per authorities all such monies as may be by them respectively 
collected. 

Suc. 4. Be dt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the several collectors to receive the orders of the auditor upon 
the treasury of the republic, when offered by importers in pay- 
ment of duties at the time of importation; but should the duties 
not be promptly paid in this manner, the collector shall reta'n 
possession of all merchandize imported, for the space of ninety 
days. If at the expiration of that time the duties shall not be 
paid, they shall be sold at public auction by the collector, or so 
much thereof as will pay the duties therecn. 

Sec. 5. Be it farther enacted, That the secretary of the 
treasury shall, under the direction of the president, give the ofli- 
cers who may be appointed by virtue of this act, such instruc- 
tions from time to lime, as may be neccssary to bring this system 
into practical and useful cffect. 

IRA INGRAM, 


Speaker of the House of Representatty s. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 
President pro tem. of the Sinat’. 
Approved, Dec. 20, 1839. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Requesting the President to appoint an Agent to the Court of Gree 
Britain. ` 
Resolved, by the Senats ant House of Representatives of ta ret 
public of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the presideat be 
gequested to appoint an agent to the court of Great Britain, to 
3olicit the recognition of our Independence, and to enter into 
such treaties as may be necessary to advance our mutual inter- 
asts; and that nine thousand five hundred dollars are hereby ap- 
oropriated, out of amy monies in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
sropriated, to carry this resolution into effect. 
D. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro temo of the Senate. 
Approved, May 15, 1837, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To suppress Gambling. 


Scc. d. Be it enacted by the Senate and Housc of Represeys 
luttves af the Republie of Tews, in Congress assembled, That Uy 
game ef faro, roulette, monte, rouge ct noir, and all other games 
of chance, which are played by persons holding banks for the 
purpose of inviting or receiving betters thereto, within this re 
public, are hereby made penal offices, and shall be punished as 
hereinafter prescribed. 

Suc. 9. Bet further enacted, That any person within this 
republic, who shall keep a bank fer either of the above mention 
ed games, orany game of their character, or shall in any way 
be employed as a dealer or assistant, to any one or either of 
them, shall on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty ofa misde 
meanor, end shall be lined in a sum not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, nor less than one hundred dollars; one half of the fine re 
covered to go to the republic, and the other half to the informer 
who shall prosecute the offender to conviction upon other evi- 
denee than his own oath. 

Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, That any person who shall 
knowingly permit any one of the above mentioned games to be 
played im his or her house, shall on conviction thereof; be fined 
in a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, nor less than five 
hundred dollars. 

Sue. 4. Be dt further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
every justice of the peace within this republic to take cugniz 
25:5 0f any offence against this act which shall come to his 
kaowledge by information or otherwise; and shall thereupon ic 
sue his warrant commanding the aceused to appear before him 
forthwith, to be examined and held to bail at the next term of 
the district court. 

Soe. 5. Be ff further cnacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the grand juries of the different counties of the republice to en 
quire into, and present all disorderly henses ond perons guilty 
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of a breach of tho above vosited «cts and 1t chall be the Cuty of 


the judges of the district courts to give itin charge tothe grand , 


Urloge 
: Sue. G. De č furthe, cnacled, That betting of checke 
notes of hand, or any other representative of mouey or article 
of value, shall be co construed as coming undo the provisions 
of this acts nor shall a person charged with the above mention 
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Suc. T, Be tt further enacted, That this act shall take cf 
fect in the county of Harrisburg five days from and after its 
passage, and in all other paris of the republic, thirty days frem 
and after its passage. : : 

B. T. ARCHER 
Speaker of the house of represcntatioas. 


JESSE GRIMES, 


President pro ten. of the Senate. 


Approved, May 26, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Por the relief of Capt. John Si, title. 


Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, ‘That the auditor be 
instructed to settle the accounts of Capt. John DI. Allen, on the 
principles of equity and justice. 

BT. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House ef Representatizrs. 


JESSE GRIMES, 


President pvo tem. of the Senales 


Approved, May 29, 1827. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


\ 
AN ACT 
Fur the relief of James Erwin and others. 


Whereas, Stephen F. Austin, Branch T. Archer, and WH- 
liam Y], Wharton zo commissioners of the goverament and pee- 


a 4 A v a 
ple of Tons, Cid om the twentieth day of Janmary, cighicen 
hundred cad thirty-is, contract with James Erwin ond others, 
fad h a 7> Cad = 
in the city of Now Orlcan for a loan of Afty thomsend dolars 
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all of whieh was patd at the times and whereas existing crenn 
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stances render it impossible for the government to comply strict- 
ly with the conditions of the oforcssid contracts and whereas 
t a^ an E] ERTER- 
the holders of “ic aferczald loam, have voluntarily expressed a 


willingnese to valccea the government from conditions thet would 
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be unjust and ruinous to the interests of the country; and the 
congress of Texas being desirous of executing, in good faith ail 
its obligations: Therefore, 

Src. l. Be i enacted, by the senate and house of represente 
tives of the republic of Tewas in congress assembled, That the see. 
retary of the treasury be, and he is hereby directed, upon tho 
surrender of tho scrip issued by the commissioners to the parties 
te the loan aforesaid, or any of them, to calculate interest at the 
rate of cight per centum per annum, on the amount the party 
go surrendering may be entitled to, from the day and date of the 
loan to the day of surrender; and shall issue to the person or his 
assignee, land scrip at the rate of fifty cents the acre, in tracts 
of six hundred and forty acres each: and the said secretary, 
shall issue scrip to the amount of twenty thousand acres, to be," 
divided and distributed to the parties aforesaid, in the ratio that. 
the amount they respectively hold bears te fifty thousand dollars 
iu tracts of sis hundred and fortv acres each: Provided, that the 
said serip shell not be located on land except by its legal subdi- 
visions. 

Sue. 9. Be & further enacted, That before the parties or 
any of them shall be entitled to receive his scrip under the pro 
visions of this act, he shail file in the office of the secretary of 
the treasury, by himself or a legally authorized agent or attor 
ney, a copy of the original contract, and also file a relinquish 
ment on his part, of all further claim upon the government or 
the commissioners growing out of the contract aforesaid, and ac- ` 
cept and receive the same scrip in lieu of all liabilities whatever: 
and the parlies who may not now file their relinquishment afore. 
said shall have six months to accept of the provisions of this act 
and be entitled to all its benefits. 

Suo. 8. eH further cnactod, ‘That scrip issued by virtue 
of this act, shail notin any manner interfere with the rights or ' 
claims of those entitled to lands as citizens of Texas at the day 
of the declaration of Independence, but sixil be placed on equal | 
footing with all other existing claims, as io Cac time and modeol: 
locating the same; and after the frat day of Catebor cightecn 
hundred and thirty seven, shall have preference over all clains 
originating aficr that time, and chil noe be subject cfar leco 


tom toa higher rate of taxation then tact itapoced by law c 
citizens holding lands of like queliir. 
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ant privileges of the original helders: and the Tends loente 


shall not bo subject to forfoituro for wont of cultivation or ime 
provement and may be held by aliens: thay ave to be loented at 
the cxpense of the government and titles 52 icsued im the come 

a ^ [d 
manner cud held upon the same terme, co if the holders thereol 


were citizens of the republics Provided, Thot ne louct granmtcd 

by this government, choll be located ca salt cprings, goid or cil. 
ver mines, copper or lead, or other minerals or any island of 
the republic. , 

Gra. 5. Be tt further cnacled, ‘That any of the holders of 
the loan shall have the righy to currondor their serip within six 
months from the passage of this act and receive from the secre- 
tary of the treasury whose duty 35 shall be to issue the same, a 
bond from the government for the principle and interest ot the 
rate of twelve and a half per centum, per annum, pledging the 
faith of the government for its redemption and redeemable at 
-iheir pleasuro. 

Suc. 6. Be it further enacted, That the form of the scrip 
issued by virtue of this act, shall be such as expresses in sube 
stance the provisions of iii) act. 

Bo Te ARCHER, 
Shenker of the House of Repecsantetives. 
ts JESSE GRIMES, 
M 


President aro te. of the S aate; 
Aporoved, June 3, 1837. 
SAM. NOUSTON. 
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isequiving the Prt tnt to appoint a Secretary of Legation to the 
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the Republie g? 2 auair Coazase ceoexzbled, That thepresklient 
be, ond heis kor òn requested to appoint, by ‘andwith the 
DOVICG ALG TORSTI S os T ey G secretary of legottom to the 
cmibossy to wingk ^O °° soor varv shall reective tsoo tove 
and Colo per nuu ie aa td oz? of any money in the Ireo 

SULF Rot OK wie a propiar e ` : 
wor oH M edita ee ence icine Gavi ad ee 
€Cngvess hos her olofo cothoilzod the essotitzent of Goa 
CUL uu por ucdelade tus. md he ês hereto vested Wits pice 
ov f , 


Mu. . 


Se] 


tary power, cemmisdoncr and münieter plenipotonti^ey, ond 
tiit he receive his commission cud instructions accordingly. 
Dait further ecsoloed, Thot the president be, and he i here: 
hy directed to appoint, by'and with the odvies and concont of 
the senategs commiscioner and minister to France: in the ovont 
that the negotiation with Gagland for the recognition of the in- 
dcpendeneo of Tosas shall fail, said cammiscioner and minister 
Inl be vested with plenary powers. 
D. T, ARCHER, 
Speaker of tho JIowoe of Repro ntattecce 
JESS GRIMES, 
Presion? pro tem« of the Senata 
Approved, June & 1337. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


l'or the volicf of Pree Persons of Colore 

Resolved, by theScnate and Ilvuse of [&gnesontatfteo of the 
Repubtte of Teran io Congress aovembledy ‘That all free African 
or deceendents of Africana, who were reading within tha re 
public of Texas at tho date of the declaration of Independence, 
and their natural icoue, are hereby granted and allowed the 
privilege of reuichulag in any part of the republic ac long a 
they chouses on the condition of performing all the duties requir 


ed of them by law : 
5 T. ARCHERS 


Speaker of te Ponse of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
Pecsiint pra ds of the Senutes 


Approved, June 2 1897. | ` l 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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and heo heroby divoeted te isus oak of cleetion Qo um L3 


eaneics that may orict in either houso of Comprcong end that 
ho be required te order the polls to be opeacd for the eloction 
of representatives for the depopulated districts in cay pact of 
(his republic, where the citizens of mid commlica may bo tempos 
parily residing, until ouch Gimes as the eilizona of oid eountico 
may be permitted to return with safety to their homes. Thig 
eodolution shall eantinne and be in forec during the coatinuance 


of the war, and no longer. : 
D. T. ARCHER, 


Speaker- f the Dowse of Ropvcseutatioors 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem of the Senate 


Approved, June 5, 1857. 7 ; 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To legalise ecrteiw Marviages3 to provtda for tho eclebyation of 
Marriages and for etlor pezposcts 

Wherers, ia many parts of Texas no person Joa awthor 
ized to celebrate the rites of matrimony hag existed: . d wher: 
ag, from thatesuse mony persons, have resorted (o .  — practhee 
of marrying hy bond, uud others have beca mepri wy oido 
vilicers of Justice not authorized to celebrare cach niupi gcc 
and whereas, publie poliey and the interests of families soquire 
some legislative action on the onbfeets therefore, l 

Be d anccled by Senelo oid Tues of Rea sentckoce of the 
republic of Texas, ta Congres acsiableds Wat all povocno who 
have co inlermarricd be, and they are hereby umtharlzod fo go 
before any of the persons horcinuficr provided (or; and pabllely , 
solemnize the ries of matrimony; and all marriages 2o colind 
izod are hevoby declared of lepal and bindiay effect, ficca the 
period the poecoca Lad previously fatermarricd warocably to the 
custom of the times; wad the ine of cueh per.omo ore horoby 
declored locitimete *hiidren3 Prucddods howovur, thet ewe cco 
bor, c helt, be cole brated within chs months Mom th. postage 
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tbis law, then and in that cece all such mazziozc: 
f legal and binding elect, and the issue of the 
aame are hereby icgitmatized; Provided, thatsuch parties liye? 
together as man à and wile at the said death of either party. 

Sno. & Be & forter exacted, That all regular oz rdnr 
Alinisters of the Gospel, jadges of the distriet courte, justices 
the cocnty courts, and ail justices of the paaca of Cie severe] 
eounties of this republic be, and are hereby authorized to celo: 
brate tho rites of matrimony between all persons legally aula 
ed to marry; Provided, that males under fourteen and females 
under twelve shall not mary. 

Sum. 4 Be is further creche That hod person desirous of 
marrying shall apply to the clerk of the county court, and shali 
receive from him a license direceed to all p persons authorized by 
this law to celebrate the ritesof matrimony which shall be sul 
ficient authority for any one of such persons, to celebrate such 
marriage, and any one ! of said persons so authorized, who shall 
celebrate the rites of matrimony, without said license from the 
Fus aforesaid, shall be Hable to prosceution g and on conviction 

hall be fincd in Cac sum of five hundred dollars. 

Scc. ^. Be st yuner exacted, That no clerk shall issue 
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licence withect the conscii cf the parents or guardians of the 
PC NU enless the partics so applying she Jb be in th 
canc af J _ mula tercniy one years of aze, and in the fema 

;and any clerk offending herein shall on 
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termarry with Africans, or the descendants of Africans; and 
tion such marriage shall be mall and void, and the part 


punished as such. i 

B Te ARCHER 

Spealser of the Hens: of itepesentectues 
JESSE GRIMES 

Prosident pro tein. of the Scntie. 


jej Approved, June 5, 1837. 


A JOINT RESOLU 


Respecting Jail i 


Resolsed, by the senate and house of representetioes of Ü 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the posi most 
generol'of this republic be authorized to extend the mail routes 
by way of Ballons nnd Gaines’ ferries, so ns io eommuaico.e 
with the United States mail, and that he be authorized fo pey 
for gny services which moy have heen clready rendere? oy any 
persan to affset that object. 
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1 
of the “Trustees of Independence Academy,” capable of ouirz | 
end being sucd, pleading and being impleaded, of holding pr | 
pesty e ther personal, real or mized, of selling, alienating ard | 
conveying ihe same at pleasure, of having a common seal and | 
of changing the same at pleasure, and of doing whatever elks | 
that may be necessary and proper to be done for the bench p 
and advanecmcnt of ssid institution, not contrary to the consi ' 
tution and laws of this republic. 
Suc. 9. Be tt further enacted, That this charter and pe 

lege shall extend to the said trustees and their successors in vs, 
ficc, as long as they confine the benefit of the seme to the ad. | 
vancerentof the scicnces, and the promotion of useful knowl: 


l 
H 


edge to the rising generations, which institution shall be acce. 
sible equally alike to all, without regard to opinions of religion: 
or politics. 
Sno. s. Beit further enacted, That Elisha Roberts, Jen! 
Burdit, William McFarland, John Cartwright, Sumner Bacca 
George Teal, Augustus Hotchkiss, Hemy W. Augustine, Andrev; 
Jo Cunningham, Puiiip .\. Sublet, Iredell D. Thomas, Aiai 
Gallatin Kellogg, Almangon Huston, William W. Holman oti ° 
Joseph Rowe, be incorporated a body politic, ander the nec: . 
and style of the “President and Trustees of the University d, 
San Augustine and shall have the same powers and privilegi 
whic k ore conferred by this act on the trustees of Independenc 


Aceder yo 
B. 7. ARCHER, 
&seulic of the House of Representativen 
JESSE GRIMES, 
Presiden pro tem of the Scaeta. 


A x d y ] D 1527. 
Approved, June 5, 
> SAM. HOUSTON, 
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title of the “Trustees of the Washington College,” and by that 
namo they and their successors in office shall and may have con- 
tinual succession, and shall be persons in law, capable of suing 
and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, enswering aud 
being answered unto, defending and being defended in ali courts 
and places whatsoaver; and that they and thoir successors may 
have a common seal and mey change and alter the same at 
pleasure, and also that they and their successors by the same 
name and style, shall be in law capable of Iu Iding, purchasing 
and conveying any estate, real, personal or mixed for the use 
of the said college, and doing and performing all Wings which 
are necessary or common for corporation of a like nature to do 
not contrary io the constitution of this republic or the provis- 
ions of “this charter as hereinafter enacted. 
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That every person who has 
subscribed or may hereafter subscribe and pay into the treasury 
of the college the sum or ten dollars, shall ever afterwards bo 
considered a member, and have the right of a voice, either in 
person or by proxy, in the selection of trustees, and shall bime 
self be eligible to the office of trustec. 

Sue. 3. Be d further enacted, That the trustees of the 
Washington College shall be elected annually by the subscribers 
and continue in office until their successors are duly electeds 
and a less number than five shall not be & competent body for 
the transaction of business, nor shall the whole number consist 
at any one time, of more than lwenty-tive. 

Suc. do Be i further enecied, That the trustees for the 
time being shall have fall power to enact such bye-laws, rulon 
and regulations for the government of onid College as they may 
deem necessary for the prosperity of the came. 

Gne. S. Be i fmwherencetot, That the chartered proposto 
of the College shall be liable for the debto of the came. 

Sre. e Be d further enacted, That the incitntion here 
by incorporated shall be located at, or in the vicivage of the 
town of Washington on the Brazos fiver. 

Noe d. Be tt further enacted, Thot 1:2 privileges, beneits 
and facilities af the said College shall be equally accessible to 
all without regard to peculiarity of opinions — __ 

7 Ro Te ARCEN Ra 


Q S SAR Jo X oie 
Smoker of the Haxea mf bepresctabioc. 
ey yr 


nn vias p 2 S EE 
à President ord bei. of the Een 
gt 


Approved, dane 5, 1887. 
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AN ACT 


To Incorporate the Town of Nacogdoches and ether Terme hered 
RATIO 


Sue. 1. Be tt enacted, by the Senate and house of representa 
tives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘Chat ithe cit. 
izens of the town of Nacogdechcs, be and are hereby d. 
clared a body corporate and politic, under the name and style 
of the “Corporation of the town of Nacogdeches,” who shall 
have the power of suing and being sued, of pleading and being 
impleaded, and to hold and dispose of real and personal proper 
ty within the limits of said corporation. 

See. 2 Aad be dt further enacted, That it shall bo the du 
ty of said citizens to clect eight aldermen, a presiding oficer or 
mayor, a treasurer and secretory; who shall be selected by them 
from their own body; that o collector shall be elected by said 
citizens; the treasurer and collector being required to give satis 
factory security, and make reports when required by the may. 
ero warrant; that the corporation shall elect one constable; and 
the mayor when necessary to suppress riots and disturbances 
shall have power to call out the posse, for the purpose of re 
storing order. 7 

Sree S. Be tt further enacted, That the fret election shall 
be held under the direction of the chief justice of the county. 
niter having given ten days notice thereof, and annually af 
terwards by the presiding officer, at least ten days prior te 
the expiration of his term of ofiiec, and that in case of death 
or resignation, the vacancy or vaeancics chall be filled by mew 
elections. 

Soe d. Be it futher creed, That no person shall be eli- 
gible to hold an ofüco in said corporation or to vote for the mem- 
ser of sold body, unlccs he shall be the owner of real estate in 
cold town, and shell have acquired the rights of citizenship fu 
coulormity with the lows of this republic. 

Soe B. Be it further crecleds That it shall be the duty 
of the aldermen from time to time to paca couch rules and ord 
. hence. for tae regulotion of the police cud preservation of or. 
der, within the corporation limits as may be moeocory, to levy 
taxes fort he removal of uufsanecsy and kceping the strecis du or 
der, and preseribiug tae penalticos Proved, however, than to tox 
ohall be levica mule by eoncem' of Go thirds of the cldenuca 
proceni: it heimgasse.sed accordingly to the valuation of propt. 
ty, und when a meeting io called for this pdspose, the object 
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iust be steted in the notice, and for tho collection of which pere 
gone! property t alone shall rs subject to be seized. 

Sz, G Be it further enacted, That to guard ngaines ace 
cidenis by tire, Lhe citizens shall be required io keep i in readi- 
ness heobey leid pu cs end buckets. 

Site To ie fritz enacted, That whereas there being 
sundry public lots of ground in said corporation which are now 
useless, the aldermen ‘shall and are hereby authorized and em- 
powered in conjunction with the county court of that county, 
to alicnate said lots, or such portion thereof as they may deem 
. advisable; tke procecds of such sale or sales, to be by them 
jointly appropri: nied to the construction of a court house, j jail, 
and such other building or buildings as they may think necessary. 

Srce 8. Beit further enactcd, ‘That the said aldermen shall 
have the privilege of establishing schools within said corporation. 

Suc. 9, Be dH further enacted) That the rules and ordi. 
nances of said corporation anell not be contrary to the constitu» 
tion and laws of this republic. 

Soe. 10. Be it further erecieds 
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hat the towns of S 


, gustine, Tex: anas Vy ‘ashington, Brazoria, Columbia, Valero, 
e f ey 
Richmoud, Matarorda, Columbus fi: Colorado coun fy, an d ine 
_dependence in Washington county, and the city of Ilo o 


Bexar, Nashville, Sare shyil ie, Anehuec, Bevilport and Iar 


burg, be and the same are hereby i eee vicd, and shell cae h 
have the powers, and to be governed by tho rules that are here- 
in enacted for the incornoration and government of the town of 
Nacogdoches, : 
B. T. ‘ARCHER, 
Sprater of the Lires oy R £s 
JESSE GE US WIS, 
Prcsldus? pro tai. af the Senales 
Approved, June 5, 1597. 
SARL HOUSTON. 
JOINT RESOLUTION 
Requiring tho dMavacy Contrai to opor? te the nest Session of 
Cong. Pga 


luo d? pecolo Go ike Serale and Fouse gj ef Akcpresenfatt co of 

the vovebüe of Torney da es TELI GQOseaiwodeU, lae, whe LUOPUI 
I "roo 

general is hereby required to report to the next session of con 


à 
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ress such a system for the organization and direction of the Qi 
ferent accounting officers of the government as is ‘best Gdapic] 
to the condition of the country. . 

B A ARCHER, 


Speaker of the House of Ripresentives I 


JESSE GRIME ES, 
President pro tent. of the Senate, | 


SAN. HOUSTON. | 


Approved, June 5, 1897. 


AR ACT 1 

1 

To regulate the pay of Purses in the Nery l 
p 

1 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives d g 
he ve cpublic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the pard 


pursers in the navy shall be the same as that of lieutenants. | 
B. T. Al RCHER, , 

Speaker of the House of Representatiacs , 

JESSE GRIMES, i 

President pro tims of the Senales | 


Approved, June 7, 1897. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


etx 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the Amonimnt of the Militia Law. 
Be $t vesalscd by the Senate ond Howse of Representatiees ¢ 
the vepublie of Temas, in Congress assembled, That the last co 
once of the. sixteenth scetion of an act approved Decemb 
tho sixth, one thou-and cigit huadred and thirty-six, and en 
tlod "an act to provide for the national defence, by organizing 
the militias” to wit: the words for fa ling io perform a tour c 
daty when called en, one hundred dollars,” be, and the same i 
hereby repealed. D. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Iicprcaontc tons 
JESSE GR Him, 
Presiden? pro (cite Qf the Sent 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


D 


Approved, June 7, 1597. 
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AN ACT 


in y 


Te avthorise the Consolidation dad Funding oy the Publie Debt, 


, 


Ü 


Whereas it is deemed expedient to concolidate the prb 
debt by the creation of a stock fund commeoncurate therewith 
by issuing cortiicates of stock in suitable and convorSen^cbare 
itis also deemed expedient, im order that the public credit 
sucinined and the public creditors relieved by the payment of a 
fair interesi on the government liabilities, that the seme be thus 
consolidated, and placed in a tangible form, so that the interest 
may be annually paid, and the debt secured to the public credi- 
tors until its final redemption:—Therefore, 

fno. l. Be t enacted, by the scnate aud house of reprieca- 
telives of the republic of (Tomas, in congress csscbled, “That a 
government stock be created to tho amount of three millions 
of dollars, or so much thereof a£ may be deemed necessary Lo 
sa‘isfy the just liabilities of the republic, to be divided into shares 
of ane husdred dollars ‘cach, the certificates of which sho bo 
issued ander the direction of the secretary of the treasury, cigne 
ed by the stock commissioner and counlersigned by the corap- 
troller, which stock cerizficate shall bear interest o5 the rete of 
ien per centum per annum, which interest shall for The frst year 
be paid at the end thereof, and thereafter semi-annually ct the 
treasury of this republic or at such other point es the serclar 
ry of the treasury shall direct by public adverlisement. 

Sco, 9. Br dt feather cnacted, That the interest on the czid 
certificates of stock, shall bo computed from ihe firct day of Sep- 
tember, one thousend cight hnadred and tnirty-cevens and thas 
the whole stock so created shall be redeemable at the discretion 

7. 


E Ad (t. AT FO eed PR 
of che government, ai any time alter the first day of Sentember, 
*. 


eightcon hundred and forty-lwo, by giving six month previons 
notice of saeh inten‘ion by public proclamation. 


ta 
0e Ag 


C 
3 5. 


hereby pledged for the rocompüon of said stock n; 
the foregoing provisions; ond so much of the public rov. o` 
arising from impost acd Ciect taxation, as may be mgeuceacs 12 
megt the omnual interest of the funded debt is hereby capropc 


Li 
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4 "2 + M. s OWN AA DA ELT 
Suo. 1. Do duda enacted, Theat the holdous of certigi- 


4 
ta 1 raft Pan npe I 10 Coane e IN ^re 
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3 z 
only on the books of the slack commissioner, by the holdcr jn 
‘person, nir law! aoraey or logal represontative, ualc? ruck 
D 


rules and regulation ag the coeratary of the tvoccazy chc? di- 


rect; nor shall said transfer bo made within thirty days of tho 
day on which the interest fells due. 

Ono. 5. Be d further enacted, That if, from unavoidable 
aecident or other casualty, the holder of a certificato or certif 
cates should be deprives of the same, thea and in that coco tty 
stock commissiencr shall be, 22d he is hereby antherized oni 
required to issue to the interested party o new certificate or 
certificates corresponding in every particular with the origina’, 
moting a proper note of the same, by his receiving satisfactor; 
praof of such loss; and in all cases the holders of this stock mor 
be represented by their legally authorized agents. 

Snc. 6 Be vt further enceted, That the secretary of th 
treasury be and he is hereby authorized and required to prosun 
the proper biank stock certificates in form to suit the provision 
of this iex, and that ihe offiee of the stock commissioner be ex 
ganized under his supervision, and that he notify the publie cre 


ditors, by advertisement, to presomt incir claims to the propo : 
department on or before tne first day of September nest ence | 


E! 


ing, er as soon thereafter as practicable, in order that they may | 


rescive the corresponding shares iu stock certificates bearing; 


Benny 


date frst September next: Provided, however, that certifientc 


shall issue on no cloime, other than those which have pase]. 


the proper anditerial department im conformity te laws and i 


is alsa farther proviced that fnterost be allowed on no claics 


other than those which have been orshall be funded, 
OUS. V. Bett further cracled, That all just demands against 


the goverament shall be received at par, for stock certificates 
Pyovides, the same shall amount to oves shores: ond if the elon 
3 


or elvims shall mot amount to an cntire shore or shares, then, 
and in thet ease, the holder shell have the privilege to make up 
e 


the cotei in cash ata discount of ten par contum which th 
ectamkstoner is hereby anthorised amd required to allow, pro ' 
po. 7 accounting for the samo. 

e & Dot further caeco, That the prevident be and i 
TO 2T authorized and required to appoint, by and with th 


OU ri ond consemt of the concta, & ecttable cad Gt person ài 
SLL Coinmiesioner, who shall perform tho duties contemplate! 
by this law, amd whose calary choll be fiftcen hundecd collen 
per onu, payoble in the como monner of other puolic ofulecs, 
anc chon itabi ana Ñe parson cg comofcolfor af tho teeaccv 
whees dusty 36 shall be, to investigate and paor ca cll clair 


athe at Sy nnr nnp $5. d nem oR Seman tn monies eA 
t erm c9 be BR CIENT: ahd GLO tO ISE 2Gt Gui GAIT jee AL to 
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ike axi cnnicionern and if pund eorroet, ke ohall ec unter 
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sign the same, and also countersign all stock certificates which 
shall be issued by the commissioner, keeping and rendering pro- 
per accounts, and generally to do, and perform all the duties 
contemplated by this law, and whose salary shall be fifteen hua- 
dred dollars per annum, payable in the seme way and manner 
of other public officers; «Ind be tt also further provided, That 
the stock commissioner shall retain in proper files, as vouchers, 
all the evidences of debt on which certificates of stock have 
been issued; which vouchers shall be investigated by a joint 
committee from both houses of the general congress, who shall 
examine and report on the same forthe proper disposition of 
that body. 

Suc. 9. Beit further enacted, That any person or persons 
who shall be found guilty of counterfeiting or altering any cer- 
tificate of stock which shall be created under this act, or any 
power of attorney for the transfer thereof, shall on conviction 
before a competent tribunal be adjudged a felon, and punished 
in conformily with the law. 

DB. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatioes. 
JESSE GRIMES, 


President pro ieme of the Senate. 


Approved; June 7, 1837. 7 | 
SAM. HOT $ STON. 


AN ACT 
Concerning foes of Sheriffs, Conctables and Solfeitors. 


- 


e? 


: ort, f. £2 o an - eat 2 mein At 
the republice of Terus, im Congress assembled, Tant in odO a 


to the fees already allowed tosheriffs and constables, ther `. iu 
be allowed to charge tud receive five cents for ever, na 
they must necessarily travel, in going and returning oin Ble. 23 
of their office, and to solicitors shell be allowed for cal conviee 
tions under ihe gambling actthe some fees as are lowed in 
cases of felony. - D. T. ARCHER 

Speaker of the Eeuse of Apres totiens 


Mg Co "T 
President pro trite af the Snol 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


Be tt enacte/, by the Sinale end House ay Representation ef 


C 


' Approved, June 7; 1897. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


" futhorising the President to lave the seat of Government for ihe 
space of thirty days, lo organise the corps af mounted Gun Men, 
Resolved, by the senate and house of ripresentutizes of the vee 
public of Texas, in congress assencbled, That the presidcnt of this 
republic, be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to 
leave the seat of government for the space of thirty days, if he 
should deem it expedient, to organize and sct on foot the corps 
of mounted gun men, authorized to be raised by the act passet 
the present session of congress for the protection of our noth 
ern frontier. 
D. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 


President pro tem. of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


~e 
pe 
o5 
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Approved, June 7 


y AN ACT 
lor the Incorporation of the Town of Liberty. 


Sec. l. Be tt enacted, by the senate and house of represe nla 
éices of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, ‘That the citi- 
gens of the town of Liberty be and they are hereby declared a 
body corporate and politic under the name and style of the 
«Corporation of the town of Liberty,” who shell have the pow- 
or of suing and being sued, of pleading and being imploaded, 
and to hold and dispose of real and personal property within the 
Kmatta of said corporation. i 

Suce 9, Be dt further enacicd, That it shall be the duly of 
ilu citizen: of said corporation to-clect oeven trustees, who shall 
select from their own body a presiding officer or mayor, a treasure 
er ond a secretary, they shall also appoint 2 collector and con- 
stables the treasurer and collector being required to give cecuzity 
to be approved by said trnstecs, im such amount as they may 
deem necessary, and to melko reports when required by the may- 
or, who shall have the power when necessary io suppress riots 
and disturbances, to call out the citizens of seid corporation for . 
thepurpece of restoring orders 


43 
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Soc. 3 Beit further enacted, That the first election shall 
be held under the direction of the chief justice of the county, 
after having given ten days notice thereoñ and annually after- 
wards by the presiding officer, at least ten days prior to the ex- 
piration of his term of office, and that in case of death or re- 
signation, via vacancy or vacancies shall be filled by new elec- 
tions to be ordered by the muyor. i 

Sec. 4. Be i further enacted, That no person shall be eli- 
gible to hold an office in said corporation to vote for the mem- 
bers of said body, unless he shall have resided within said cor- 
poration during the period of six months immediately preceding 
such election and have acquired the rights of citizenship in con- 
formity with the laws of this republic, 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the trustees, from time to time to pass sach rales and ordinances 
for the regulation of the police aad preservation of order, with- 
in the corporation limits as may be necessary, to levy taxes for 
the removal of nuisances and keeping the streets, and to pre- 
scribe penalties: Provided however, that no tax shell be iaviod un- 
less by consent of two thirds of the citizens present: said tax to 
be assessed according to the valuation of property, and whan a 
meeting is called for this purpose, the object must be stated in 
the notice, and for the collection of which personal nroperi 
alone shall be subject to be seized. 

Suc. Ge De d further enecicd, That whereas there are 
four leagues of land belonging to said town which are now usu- 
less, the trustees shall and are hereby authorised and empower- 
ed in conjunction with the county court of the county of Liber- 
ly, to alienate said lands, or such portion thereof as they may 
deem advisable; the proceeds of stea sale or sales to be by them 
jointly appropriated to the construction of a court house, jail, 
and such other public buildings and for such other purposes as 
they may think proper; Provided always, that those persons who 
have taken lots in said town shall have the right of keeping 
the same, and it shall be the daty of said commissioners and of 
the county court, to issue files io such individuals upon their 
paying to the treasurer the amount of the valuation of the lots 
so taken. 

a Sco "7. Be it further enacted, That the said irastecs 
snail have the privilege o erlablishing schools within sui 
. poration. 
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Sec. 8. Be d further enacted, That the rules and ordi 
nances of said corporation shall not be contrary to the constity. 


tion and laws of this republic. 
D. T, ARCHER, 


Speaker of the House of Representattacc. 
JESSE GRIMESS 
President pro lem. of tho Senate, 


Approved, June 7, 1837. 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Juthorising the Sheriffs of the diferenti Cowntics of this Republic 
to vent er lease houses, employ Guards dc. 


Resotecd, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Tewas, in Congress assembled, That the sherif of 
the different counties of this «public be and they are here 
by authorised to lease or rent suitable houses for the safe keep 
ing of any prisoners commitied to their charge and if necese 
ry to employ a sufficient guard to guard such prisoner or pris- 
onera; ond it shall be the duty of the county courts to allow such 
accounts together with all other reasonable and necessary ex 
penses incurred by any sheriff in the performance of his duty. 

Bo T. ARCHER, 
Speakers f the Louse of I pecsentatioos. 
JESSE GRIMES, — 


President pro leme of the Senate, 


Approved, June 7, 1827. : i 
AM. HOUSTON. 


Un 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Defining the peers of the Comintsstoncrs of Reads and decor 
o 


Whercns, the bill organising the justice's courts, gives te 
the commissioners of reads and revenue the entire control and 
superinicndence of ronds, bridges, ferries amd the poor: ond 
whereas an act entitled “an act authorising and requiring eoutre 
iy couris to regulate roads, appoint overseers and license forrico 


1 
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and co forth," approved twentieth December, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, gives certain powers, righis and privileges, and 
require ,certaim duties of the county courts iu regard fo roads, 
ferries and the poor: l 

Be dt resolved, by the Senate end’ House of Representatiecs of 
the eqpublte of Terasy in Congress assembled, ‘That all the pow- 
em, rights and privileges given, and duties required of the cours 
ty court in the above recited net of December tho twentieth, 
eightcen hundred:and thirty-six, be understood as belonging to 
and required of the commissioners of roads ond revenue in tho 
several counties of the republie and not belonging to, or requir. 
ed of the county courte. 
- PUR Bo Ta ARCHER, 
' Spewkor of tee Ylowse of [à prescataticco 
i JESSE GRIMES, 


Prostdent pro ica». af the Scales 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Pak 


"4 


Approved, June 75 1857. 


AN ACT 


To prescribe the mode of holding Courts of ddmiraltye 
Be it enacted by the Senate ond House of Represcataticcs of 


she vcpublie af Texas, iw Concresa assembled; That from and ats 
ter the passage of this act, whenever the prosident ohall bo ime 
formed by any porcom Interested that tbero is a ease copnico- 
ble ja the court of admiralty which should be immediatcly cd 
judicated, it shall bo hio duty to fowe om ordem dircetod to tho 
aot convenient judge of the dictriet court, commending bim 
without delay te proeced to the place most eonveniont and 
adjudicato tho cames cad it choll be tho duty of caid feds to 
oboy eat omlcr and proeced forthwith to disposo of tho coco 
eecerding to law 
E , B. Ts ARCHER, 
Co peakor of the Moe of Repecacintattiede 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro aa of tho Sonate 
Approved, June D oOx. 


A SADI HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For all Agents of Government to give security for the fail fuli ts 
formance of their duties 


Resolved, by theSenate end House of Rearesentattica of ths 
Republie of Terasy tn Congress assembled, “That the agone af 
the government who may hereafter be appointed,shall giv 
bond and security to the president and his cmecoscosin ofi 
(ia such amount a3 the president may think propior; fer ts 
punctual and fithful performance of their duties; alse all agent 
or oflicers now in office who have the receiving or disbersing of 
the government fonds; to give the president and his successomn 
in office such bonds and security forthe faithful performance of 
their several dutios, and in default of such bonds and security 
being given, the president is hereby authorized to remove them 
from office, and appoint othersin their place. — | — 

B. T. ARCHER, 

. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 

President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, June 7, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


pO P 


JOINT RESOLUTION : 


Respecting Fees of wdtloriies, + js 
Rconlocu, ber the Senate end Mevs of Reprccomtctives off "n 
Republic of Teces, in Congzew asscabled, That co much of Sa 
actentitied an act catablishing the feer of otfce,” as relates to th 
porcuisites of the attorney generst or district otterufo- cho s 
taderstecd te entre to ine mee of the coid otheruica £d nergis 

sites of oflice, ir;Xend of to the use of the republis cf Bocas 

: D. Te ARCHER, 
Sneaker ef tke Louse of Reprcsontaticess 
JESSE GRIMES, 

J resident pra tema of the Senate. 
Approved, June 7, 1897, 0 - es 
ME Ug ug SAM. HOUSTON. 
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i AN ACT 


Sepplementery to an Aet establishing the County of Houeto:ze, ’ 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of ae 
ropublie of Tenas, in Congress assembled, That the county of 
louston shall be included in the first judicial disirict of this ree 
public and thé district courts for said county, shall bo nolden ou 
the last Mondays of February and August, and cun coutinne one 
week and no longer. " 

Sue. 9. Be it further enaci d; Geo That the county courts 
for ood county shall be holden on the first Mondays in January; 
April, July and October. ] ONES J 

Soco 9. Be & further enacted, ‘That tlic sid county hilus 
attachéd to the senatorial district of Naeogdochon ^ ++ 7 
j » 5, T. ARCIIAR, > - 


"E Speakeeof the Howe up Loy caida 2 
i ; 2 THEN! 3 jD FTIR 
d Jj EON GR MLE, 


President pro tem. of the Sonn. 
Approved, June 19, 1897. E 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


TTG BAS OS S by Dias N A? pa n 
Authoriiny thd dosuing ihe Proneissory Notes of tko Gavcrisiuctele 


be * 


Snc. lo Be df enacted, by the Senate and kovso of vearescote- 

tices af the vcpublio of Tores, in emityzces essembled, ‘That the nra 

a 

issory notes cf this government payable at the treasury of the 
republic to the nmount of five hundred thousand dollars, which 
motes shall h^ c*zund. by the president, and countersigned by 
the ceerctary of the treasury: Provided, that no note shall be of 
a less denomination thin one dollor orn grexter omomat than 
one thorcand dollars, : 

Spo. 9. Be it further enacted, That the said notes shall be 
payable twelve months after date, and shall draw on interest of 
ten per cent. per annum, from date. 

Snc. 3o Be d further enacted, That the oid notes at aa 
time before or after maturity, skall be considered as cash, and 
shall be received as cash for all dues owing or coming to tle gov. 
ernment. : 
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Soe. 4. Be it further enacted, That the president is ay. 
authorised to have said bills printed and draw on the treasurer fo; 
the sum necessary to be paid out of any money in the treasury 
no^ otherwise appropriated. i 

Soco 5. Be dt further enacted, That one fourth of the pro- 
ceeds arising from the sale of the Islands contemplated to ba 
cold by an act of this congress shall be paid into the treasury, 
to be paid out only for the redemption of these promissory notes 
of the government. — 


Scoe 6. De i further enacted, That the president is anther. 
ized to sel! five hundred thousand acres of lend scrip; the pre. 
ceeds of which shell be paid into the treasury, to be paid ox! 
enly for the redemption of these promissory notes of the gov- 
ernment: Proc, that this serip shall be dispesed of at notlen 
than filty cents per acre, and provided further, that the agents 
epprinted to sel Che scrip, shall give bond end approved pereos 
al security in double the value of the serip so delivered to him 
for the faithful discharge of his duty as agent. 

Suc, 7. Be tt further enacted, That all improved forfeited 
lands ere hereby pledged for the redemption of these promisso- 
ry notes of the government, and in addition the faith and credit 
of the government are hereby solemnly pledged. 

Snc. d. Bett further enacted, That these promissory notes ; 
shall be issued and paid out alone for and on account of the ex 
penses of the civil departments of the government: Provided 
hecscar, that the president be and he is hereby authorized and 
rcquired to expend a sum not exceeding the cum of one hun 
dred thousand dollars for the purchase of horses and munitions 
of war, to be used by the rangers and mounted gan men, and 
in a campoign against the Indians. 

oe Be "S ARCHIE, 

Speeker of the House of Representati ccs. - 
JESSE GRIMES, - - 
President pro teu of tha Senale, 
Approved, June 9, 183% 
SAM. MOULTON. 


T 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the benefit of J. W. Moody. 
Resolved by ihe Senate and House of Representatives of the 


republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That twelve hundred 
and fifty dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated tod. 
W. Moody, auditor of public accounts, to reimburse him for mo- 
ney paid for clerk hire, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, June 9, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


eS 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the benefit of Alexander Walsh. 

Resolsed, by the senate and house of represcniatives of the ree 
public of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor be aua 
thorized to audit the claims of Alexander Walsh, allowing him 
at the rate of twelve hundred dollars per annum, for the time 
he served as clerk in the war department, and all other clerk’s 
claims of a similar nature properly authenticated. 

E T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the kouse of representatizes. 
JESSE GBIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate, 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, June 9, 1827. 


S 
JOINT RESOLUTION 
Achovizing the president fo send an agent to the Uniied States, to 
settle with the agents for land sco. 
Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representaticcs of 
the vepublic of Texas, tn Congress assembled, That the president 
be authorized to appoint an agent to proceed to the United 
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States with instructions to receive the unsold land scrip; and tg 
settle with the different agents heretofore appointed by the gm. 
ernment; and that he be also directed to sell any scrip he may 
receive for cash, a£ not fess than the minimum price; and the 
prcceeds be deposited in bark, subject to the order of the sec. 
retary of the treasury: except such portion thereof as the agent 
may deem expedient to expend for provisions, armas, clothing 
or ammunition for the use of this republic. 

B. T. ARCHER, 

Speouker of ihe House of Representatives, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro lem. of the Senate. . 
Approved, June 9, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Requiring the Auditor of public accounts to audit "the accounts c 
J. Bryant and S. Francois. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the R 
public of Tegas, in congress assembled, ‘That the auditor of publ: 
accounts is hereby authorized and required to audit the aceouz: 
of John Bryant for three hundred and sixty-four dollars; and a 
so to audit the account of Sebastian Francois for the sum of tx: 
hundred and fifty-nine dollars: and further, that said Dryer 
and Sebastian are entitled to twelve hundred and eighty ac 
land each, as bounty land for services rendered this republic c 


soldiers. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the house of representatiocs. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, Juno 9, 1827. - 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To raise a public revenve by Impost Duties 

Whereas, it is deemed expedient to raise a public revenue 
by impost duties, to aid im defrayiny the public expenses, sus- 
taining the public credit, and securing to the public creditors a 
fair annual or semi-annual interest on their-shares of stock in 
the funded debt: 

Src. le Therefore be b enuelcd by the senate and house of 
representatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this act; there shall be imposed on 
all goods, wares and merchandize, which may be introduced into 
this republic, the duties hereinafter “designated, which shall be 
levied and collected in conformity with the following claesifica- 
tion, VIZ = 
eb ike seceral poris of cery in 


Classification of duties to be exacted « 
ted intothe republic. + 


Texas, on goods impor 
Provisions and groceries, bread stuffs, including corm, wheat, 
barley and oats, free: beef pickled, frac: pork, colted, and 
smoked free: butter sixth and a fourth cents per pound: codfish 
one dollar per hundred pounds: mackerel one dollar and fifty 
cents per barrel: salmon two dollars per barrel: herrings onc 
dollar per barrel: herrings, in boxes, one dollar per hundred 
ounds: shad one dollar and fity cents per barrel: neate 
tongaes, pickled or smoked free: poteiosc, onions, boetc, beams, 
and rice, free: coffee one cont per pound: sugar, brown, two 
cents per pound: sugar, white, four cenis por pound: molasccs, 
er syrup five cenis per gallon: tem bleck, twelve amd a kol 
cenis por pound: tex, green, twenty-five cents per pounds spicce 
pepper, five cents per pound: pimento or allspice, five cento p 
. pound: cinnamon, cloves, and other spices, tem cents per poun 
mustard tweaty-live per cent ad valorem: pickle: twecty-Gve 
per cent ad valorem: fruits, npples or peaches twomty-Gve por 
cent ad valorem; preserved in brandy or other spirits twenty- 
five per cent od valorem: raisins, figs, almonds, filberts, &c 2» thro 
cents per pound: oils, selad, spermaccli, whale, rape, and r- 
seed lificen per cent ad valorem: candles, tallow, twò coni 
per pound; spermaceti, three cents per pounds we, cu cents 
pcr peund: sexp, yellow, four cents por pound: 2:5 0h23 ents 
per bushel of fifty pounds: vinegar, foe. Other crCel 2 af prc 
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visions and groceries, not herein enumerated, twenty-five pop 
cont ad valorem. Liquors, spirits, whiskey, first and second 
proof, twenty-five cents per gallon: third and fourth proof, thir 
ty-seven and a half cents per gallon; above fourth proof, (fiy 
cents per gallon: brandy, frst and second proof, fifty cents por 
gallon; third and fourth proof, sixty-two and a half cents pc i 
gallon; above fourth proof, seventy-five cents per gallon: ctn, 
samc es brandy: rum, same as brandy: all other spirits no 
enumeraied, including cordials and liquors of all kinds, will poy 
the same duties as brandy. Wines, claret, twenty-five cens 
per gallon: other red French wines, iwenty-live cents per gob 
lon: Oporto, or port wine, thirty-seven and a half cents por gu 

lon: French white wines, twenty-five cents per gallon: Chop. ! 
paigne, one dollar per gallon: Madeira, seventy-five cents po 
gallon: Tenori, thirty-seven and a half cents per gella: 
Spanish white wines, twenty-five cents per gallon: Spanish rc? | 
wines twenty-five cents per gallon: German wines, Hock, Rho 
nish, &e., füfty cenis per gallon, Malt liquors of all desciip 
tens, free. Champaigne in bottles, per dozen, two dollars: ali: 
cr wines, per ono dozen bottles, one dollar and fifty cents: all 
other liquors in bottles, per dozen, two dollars. Dry goods: o! 
articles of vehic a wool forms a component part, twenty-five p3? 
cent ad valorem: all articles of which linen forms a compone" 
part, twenty-five per cent ad valorem: all articles of wuich cc} 
ton forms a component part, fifteen per cent ad valorem: allcr 
ticles of which alk forms a component part, thirty per cent 
valorem: wearing apparel, ready made, and other personal beg 
gage in aclual use, and tools of trade, free: wearing appe 
ready made, otherwise imported, thirty per cent ad voles 
Shoes and boots twenty-five per cent ad valorem. Mote, of cl 
deseriptions, twenty-five per cent ad valorem. Leather; alber. | 


ticles of which leather forms a compenent part, twenty roerec!i: 
ad valorem. Jewelry, thirty-three ond one third por comic 
cloreca. Misecllancous articles, iron, implements of fron ft 
purposes of husbandry, such as ploughs, harrows, hoes end ox 
twelve and a half per cent ad valorem. Tools of all deos 
tions for carpenters, cabinet makers, joiners, amd blackemits): 
f^oom per ccnt ad valorem. Bar iron, fifiy cents per hundsl ,, 
p.uudc, Nails ond cerews, one dollor per hundred pounds. All 
other orticles of which iron orsteel form a compotent part. c2 


heroin cuumecvated, twenty por cen’, ad volorem, Copper, d! 
| 


articles af which copper forms a compenent part, twenty pi 
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trict of Brazos. Commencing at the mouth of Oyster Creek, 
ond following the coast of the Gulf east to Bolivar Point, shalj 
compose one collectors] district, which shall be called the dis. 
trict of Galveston. Commencing at Bolivar Point, and follow. 
eng the coast of the Gulf to the middle of Sabine bay, thence 
up the bay to the mouth of the river Sabine, and up with that 
stream so faras to include a certain ferry, known as Lowe 
ferry, shall compose one collectoral district, which shall be 
called the district of Sabine. Commencing at,Lowe’s ferry, and 
following the Sabine up to the thirty-second degree of north lati- 


tude, thence north to Red River, shall compose one collectoral | 


district, which shall be called the district of San Augustine. A 
custom house shall be established within the limits of each col 
lectoral district, at such point in each as the president aud secre 
tary of the treasury shall direct, for the time being; until, from 
proper surveys, the most eligible points shall be asccrteined for 
permanent locations. 

Sac. 8 Be it further enacted, and so forth, That all goad, 
wares, or merchandize which may be introduced into this repub 
lic, shall be entered at the custom house of the district in which 
they may or have been landed in conformity with the law, 
And all persons neglecting, evading,’or refusing to comply with 
the provisions of this law, whether citizen or alien, shall be 
deemed smugglers, and treated accordingly. That every may 
ter of vessels arriving in any of the ports of this republic, shall, 
within twenty-four hours after his arrival, and previous to dis 
charging any part of his cargo, present to the collector of said 


port a manifest of all the cargo on board his vessel; which m» | 


nifest must exhibit at length the marks and numbers of pacha 
ges, and the quantity of each article constituting the cargo, toge 
ther with the names of the respective consignees. In default ef 


which a penalty of five hundred dollars shall be enforced abl | 
collected by said collector for the benefit of this republic. Ant | 
all captains wilfully making or returning false manifests, with ' 
an intent to defraud, shall, in addition to a fine of one thousand | 


dollar, to be exacted by the collector, be thereafter incompetent 
to enter or clear a vessel in any of the ports of this republic; 
ond both master and vessel held accountable. 

Sco 4 Be it further enacted, Gre. That each consignee 
shall be required to make duplicate entries of all goods, wares, 
or merchondige to them consigned; which entries shall contain, 
al length, the marko ond numbers of packages, together with 
their contents, quantitico, and value amd to which the foj]oving 
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oath shall be subscribed in presence of the collector : “I, A B, 
do solemnly swear that the foregoing entry contains a full, true, 
and just account of all the goods consigned to me, together with 
the cost thereof, now on board (here mention the vessel and 
captain’s name, and where from) to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, so help me God." And it shall be the duty of the 
collector, or the officers appointed under him, to take an account 
of all goods so imported; and all goods found over and abovo 
the quantity represented in the entries, shall be confiscated for 
the use of the republic. And it shall also be the duty of said 
collectors to have all dutiable goods securely lodged in public 
stores, until the duties are properly secured : they shall in all 
cases where the duties are not paid down, require two or moro 
responsible securities, as in their judgment may be deemed pro- 
per, for the payment of all such duties, accruing to this govern- 
ment in conformity with the foregoing tariff, : 
Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, &c. That where any im- 
porter, factor, or consignee, whose duties, by any one importa- 
tion, shall amoun t to five hundred dollars or upwards, that the 
amount shall be divided and securely bonded, payable, the ono 
half in three, and the other halfin six months from the date of 
entry; and on all sums under five hundred dollars, and over ono 
hundred dollars, three months; and on all sums under one hün- 
dred dollars the duties must be paid in cash. And on all foreign 
vessels entering the ports of this republic, there shall be collected 
one dollar per ton, tonnage duties; and also such fees of offiee 
for clearing, registering, and transferring vessels, as may be law- 
ful to receive in the ports of the Uaited states of America for 
the same services. And itis also further provided, that the col- 
lectors shall give bond and security in the sum of twenty five 
thousand dollars, conditioned for their true aad faithful perform- 
ance; and be required to make their returns quarterly to the 
treasury department, showing the number and class of vessels 
which have entered, their separate and aggregate amount of 
tonnage, together with the aggregate amount of. goods, when 
and by whom intróduced, the amount of money, date, and from 
whom received; the amount bonded, and when payable; and 
that the same be published quarterly by order of the secretary 
ofthe treasury. And any collector of the public revenue, wro 
is found guilty of embezzling the same, or conniving, aiding, or 
abetling in defrauding the public treasury, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof before a 
competent tribunal, shall be punished accordingly, dismissed 
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from office, and rendersd: incapable ever thereafter of holding 
any office of honor, trust, or profit in this republic. 

Suc. 6 Be d further enacted, Sec. That all collectors of 
the public revenue, before entering on the duties of their 
offices shall take the oath prescribed for all public officers, be. 
fore any person competent to administer the same; which oath 
shall be subscribed, and together with th: bond shall be filed 
in the Treasury department. And be it further provided, That 
each principal collector shall be entitled to have one principal 
clerk; and also to employ, when necessary, other subordinate 
officers, as from time tc time he may find necessary : as well 
also as common laborers, when they may be' needed; at all 
times, however, using a prudent and strict economy for the 
protection of the public revenue; which said subordinate clerks, 
officers, and laborers, he shall allow such pay as a necessary 
prudence sball direct, payable out of the proceeds of the collec- 
tions by him made. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, &c. That the principal 
collectors of the public revenue shall receive as compensation 
for their services, viz. Allowing two thousand dollars to bea 
fair minimum per annum salary, which may be increased or di- 
minished as hereinafter provided, to wit : On all monies receiv- 
«ed and paid into the treasury they shall be entitled to receive 
tuo and a half per cent. until the commissions shall amount to 
the minimum salary; and the one half of one per cent. on all 
sums after the commissions shal] have run up to the minimum 
salarv; then and in that case the commissions to be the salary; 

Src.8. Be tt further enacted, &c. That all goods, wares, 
and merchandize, which may be introduced into this republic 
by lend, shall be entered at the proper custom house of the dis: 
trict in whieh they may be introduced, under the pains and pe 
nalties of this law. And all persons evading, or attempting to 
evede the provisions of this law, shall be considered guilty ofa 
misdemeanor and punished accordingly. And all the goods, 
vares, or merchandize smuggled or attempted to be introduced 
in contravention to the provisiens of this law, shall be subject 
to seizure and confiscation, together with the vehicle by which 
they were conveyed; and after thirty days’ public notice shall 
be sold for cash, the one halfof the proceeds of which shall go 
to the informer, and the other to the public treasury, after de 
ducting the expenses of such sale. 

Suc. 9. Be it further enacted, &e. That the principal cob 
lector ofeach port shall have a deputy, who shall also take the 
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oath of office, and whose duty it shall be to perform the duties 
of the principal, when from any unavoidable cause he may be 
rendered incompetent to perform his duties as required by law : 
and at such ports as would permit, the chief clerk may be ap- 
pointed. And best further provided, That the principal collec- 
tor shall be held accountable for the acts of his deputy, and all 
other subordinate officers by him intrusted. And the princi- 
pal or deputy shall have the power to administer oaths in all 
caseo pertaining to their duties. They shall not be removed 
from office during the administration under which they were ap- 
pointed, without just cause, And be it further provided, That all 
duties or public dues of whatever nature or description, shall be 
collected or paid in gold, silver, or such current bank paper 
as the authorities shall from time to time direct. And all debts 
due to this republic for duties or other public revenue, shall be 
considered and have preference and privilege over all other 


claims. 
B. T, ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatizcs. 
JESSE GRIMES, 


President pro leue. of the sentitz 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, June 12, 1837. 


AN ACT 
To rarse a Public Revenue by direct Fasatin 


Sec, l. Be tt enacted, by the Senate and House of HRepre- 
sentatives of the republic of Jesus, in Congress assembled, That 
there shall be levied on all real, personal, or mixed property, 
within this republic, a direct tax equal to one half of onc per 
cent. ad valorem, which shall be levied and collected tn the way 
and manner hereafter provided. 

Suc, 2. Be i further enacted, &es That thoro chall be ap- 
pointed in each county of this republic ono assessor, which shall 
be appointed by the county courts of the several counties, who 
shail require of them bond and security for their foithful pere 
formance, and administer to them their oaths of offce, which 
oath shall be the same as prescribed for all public oficere, varye 
ing the us suit their several cficer Tt ehall be tha duty 
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of tne assessor to register, in duplicate, the inventories of all the 
property found within his proper county or district, one of which 
shall be transmitted to the treasury department, and the other 
passed over to the collector: which register shall show in proper 
columns the person's name, quantity of land ia’ acres, number of 
negroes, horned cattle, horses and mules, miscellaneous includ. 
ing all other unclassed articles. Under each specific head shall 
appear the number and amount belonging to each individual, 
and one columa showing the aggregate or gross amount, and an- 
other column showing the corresponding amount of tex dua 
from each. "This register shall be made out from the original 
inventories, which the assessur shall preserve in all cases as re 
ferences. The president shall issue his proclamation immediats 
ly om the passage of this law, requiring the county courts to forti 
with proceed to make the appointments required by this act: 
and the assessors shall immediately enter upon the duties of 
their office, and be required to make their returns to the treasu- 
ry department on or before the meeting of the next general con- 
gress; and the several collectors shall commence their collec- 
tions on the first day of October of each year, and make their 
returns to the treasury department on or before the first day of 
January ensuing. 

Sts, $. Be st jurther enacted, &e. That all heads of fami. 
lies, or other individuals recognised by the laws of this republic 
as free, and all agents or representatives of others, shall make 
out, or procure to be made out, a fair valued inventory of all 
the property to them belonging, estimating the same at what 
may ko eeemed a fair valuation, which inventory shall be sub- 
ccribed ‘and svvorm to before the acsessor, who is hereby author 
ized to administer the following oath: “I, A B, do solemnly 
svear thet tae inventory here presented, and to which I have 
subscribed, is a just, true and faithful valued inventory of all tin 
property known as belonging to me, to the best of my know 
ledge and belief, so help me God.” 

And be tt further provided, That if the assessor shall, in L5 
judgment, consider the property valued too low, or otherwice 
inesrvocó, 16 shall be his duty, before administering the och, to 
ciil to bis acsistamee two citizens of the neighborhood, to ap- 
praise or value the same: and any porsom rendering o false ic 
ventory scholl pay double tax, and if with intent to defraud the 
revenus, ic shail be couciGerod an indictable obómeo, and pur 
ished accordingly. 

SG» d. Le it furtiror enacted, Ge "uot in cll the depor 
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lated counties of this republic, where the county courts have not 
been organized, it shall be the duty of the former residents of 
said counties, and they are hereby required to make theirinven- 
tories and file the same with the assessor of the county in which 
they may at the time reside, and pay over to the proper collec- 
tor their tax accordingly. The minimum price of land shall not 
be considered less than fifty cents, when from any cause the trus 
valuation carnot be had. . 

Suc. 5. Be it further enacted, &c. That it shall be the du- 
ty of the chief justice of each county court to give notice by 
public advertisement, in at least three of the most public places 
in his county, that sealed proposals will be received for the ape 
pointment of assessor, until the court shall meet and determine 
on whom’ the appointment shall be conferred; which sealed pro- 
posals shall set forth the terms on which the duties of assescor 
will be performed, and shall be directed to the chief justice, and 
marked *Proposils for Assessor:” on the meeting of the court 
the seals shall be broken, and the proposals examined: and 
the court shall then confer the appointment on such ac im 
their opinion would be best calculated to perform the duties ro 
quired and protect the public interest; and for the performance 
of all which duties they shall be entitled to their lawful fees of 
office. 

Soe. 6. And best further enacted, fc. That from and after 
the passage of this law, that each wholesale or retail dealer in 
wares, goods or merchandize, shall pay for each establishment 
thus employed, a license of fifty dollars per annum: each estab- 
lishment for retailing wines or spirituous liquors, under one gal- 
lon, one hundred dollars per annum; cach establishment for 
retailing cider or malt liquors elóne, shall be free: cach billiard 
table, a license of two hundred dollars per annum: each nine 
pin alley, or any game of that kind, a license of one hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum: each public inn or tavern, within 
the limits of any incorporated town, shall pay a license of one 
hundred dollars; and if a retailer of wines or spirits, the cidi 
tional license; and all those neglecting or refusing to comply 
shall suffer the pains and penalties of the revenue lowe. fad 
be 8b further provided, That merchants or fretors chall aot 
be required ta inventory the goods which may be in their pes: 
session, om Which duties have been paid, and which they only 
hold as contingent, but only om their real amount of capital 
employed. l 

Bru Yo Be wt further enacdou, Ge. That-there shall bo ag- 
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sessed and collected on each head of horned cattle or horses in 
this republic, belonging to citizens in the United States, one dob 
lar per head; and it shall be the duty of every person having 
in his possession or care property belonging to any individual in 
the United Scates or elsewhere, to render to the assessor a Hist 
of the same. 

Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, &c. That each and every 
white male, over the age of twenty-one years, and under ffty- 
five years of age, shall pay the sum of one dollar. 

Sse. 9. Be d further enacted, &c. That properly audit- 
ed drafts on the treasury of this republic shall be received in 
payment of taxes imposed in this bill, except on billiard tables, 
ea of liquors, and nine pin alleys, or any game of that 
cind. 

Ure, 10. Be i further enacted, &c. That all pedlars of 
goods, wares, or merchandise, shall pay to the county court the 
oum of Gfty dollars in cash for every county they shall vend any 
article in; and for vending any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
without a license they shall be fined in the sum of five hundred 
dollars for each and every offence; to be collected by any court 
having cognizance of the same. 

B. T. ARCHER, 

Spealtor of the House of Representatsaes. 
JESSE GRIMES, 

President pro teme of the Sonata. 


‘ Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For Publishing the Laws and Journals. 


Recoleed, by the senate and house of vepresentabieco of the 
ecxibkie of Teras, in Congress assembled, That the scerctary 
ef state be authorized fo havé published at the expense of 
this government, five hundred copies of the journals of both 
houses of congress, and two thousand copies of the colonization 
laws of the general congresa of Mexico and of the state ef Co- 
ohuile and Texas, of the acts and decrecs and resolutions of the 
consultation of cighteen hundred and thirty five, and ef the ore 
dinances and decrees of the provisional eouneil of cightcca 
bondred and thirty-five, and cighteen hundred and thirty-cims of 
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the convention of March, eigteen hundred and thirty-six: and 
the acts and joint resolutions of this congress, and that he fur- 
nich each member of this congress, the several judges, justicgo, 
clerks and sheriffs of this republic with a copy of each. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Spcaker of the House of Representatizcs. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Seats. 


Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT, 


Supplomentary to an act entitled ** an act io establish a gencral 
land office for the republic of Texas,” passed Dec. 22, 1836. 


Sec. 1. Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Represen= 
atives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the 
land office, as established by the act passed on the twenty-sec- 
ond day of December last, shall gointo operation on the first 
day of October next, unless the county shall be invaded to an 
extent inducing the President to call out at least one third of 
the militia for its defence; in which case the President shall 
have power to close the land office by proclamation, until such 
invasion has terminated. : 

Snc. 9. Be it further enacted, &c. That the whole ro- 
public of Texas shall be sectionized as follows: One base lino 
and four meridian lines shall be run in such manner os tho 
commissioner of the general land office shall direct; prootd:c, 
that no locations or surveys heretofore made agreeably to lew, 
shall be affected by such sectionizing; and provided ferthcr, that 
these sectional lines shall not affect the previous or future sur- 
veys of land; but all lands surveyed for individuals, or for tho 
government, lying on water courses, shall front one half of i30 
square on the water, the line running at right angles wih Co 
general course of the stream, and all others, not on wale 
courses, shall be square, if previous Hues will permit: and if 
hot, to be run as circumstances will permit. 

Suc 3. Be d further euacted, Ge. Thot im all cases tho 
registers and receivers of the land ofliees shall be furnished with 
written instructions by the commissioner cf the general land 
office, for their government. 
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Snc. 4. Be is further enacted, &c. That after the firot da 

of October next, no individual arriving in the country shall be 

atitled to lang as an emigrant; and from this time forward, 
mo more bounty land shall be given as an inducement to any 
one to enter into service in the army of Texas. 

Suc. 5. Be it further enacted, &c. That it is hereby de. 
clared that-all empresarios’ contracts having ceased on the day 
of the declaration of iadependence, all the vacant lands of Texas 
are the property of this republic, and subject alone to the dis- 
position of the government of the same. 

Suc. 6 Be it further enacted, &c. That it is hereby made 
the duty of all empresarios, commissioners, political chiefs, al- 
coldes, and oiher persons, to deliver over to the commissioner 
of the general laud office, all titles, surveys, books, papers, doc- 
umenis, or other things in their possession or charge, belong- 
ing to this republic, or which by this act is made public property, 
aad so contemplated to be delivered over as aforesaid, which 
chall be delivered over as aforesaid, on the application in per- 
con of said commissioner, or to his order in writing. 

Sue. 7. Be it further enacted, &c. That should any em- 
presario refuse to comply with the provisions of the foregoing 
cection, he shall be liable to prosecution, and shall on convic- 
tion, forfeit to the government of Texas all premium lands 
granted, or which he could claim by virtue of his said contract; 
and should any commissioner, political chief, alcalde, or other 
person, refuse to comply with the provisions of the foregoing 
cection, he shall be liable to prosecution, and shall, on convie- 
tion, be fined in the penal sum of twenty-thousand dollars; and 
he shall, moreover, be imprisoned until he deliver up said sur 
veys, books, &&c., as required by law. Provided, That all pros- 
ecations under this act shall issue from and be tried at the seat 
of goyernment of this republic. 

Sco. 8& Beit further enacted, &c. That in order to settle 
the claims of empresarios, each and every one of the same are 
hereby authorized to institute a suit against the president of the 
republic of Texas and his successors in office; which suit or 
Edito shall be tried in the county in which is situate the seat of 
government of the republic of Texas; and shall be tried as all 
other land suits are required by law to be tried. And should 
cny cmpresario who shall thus suc, fail to establish the claim 
for which%he sues, he chall pay all the costs of such suit. Pre 
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vided, That neither aliens, nor the assignees of aliens, dhali bc 
entitled to the benefit of this act. 

Suc 9. Be tt further enacted, &c. That it shall be the duty 
of the attorney general, to attend to all such cases in behalf of 
the republic of Texas; and he shall receive as a compensation 
for his services, the sum of five hundred dollars, in each and 
every case; and the president io authorized to employ such ad- 
ditional counsel as in bis opinion he may deem proper, and al- 
low him sach compensation as he may deem proper. Provided, 
however, such compensation shall not exceed the compensation 
allowed the attorney general. 

Seco lO. Be it further enacted, &c. That it shall be the 
duty of the president to appoint, during the present session of 
congress, all the officers contemplated by the land law passed 
on the twenty-second day of December last. 

Suc. ll. Be s further enacted, &c. That it shall be the 
duty of the surveyor, upon returning the field notes of any sur- 
vey, to certify upon oath that said survey was made either pre- 
vious to the closing of the lend office by the consultation, or sub- 
sequent to the opening of the land office by the present session 
of congress, as the case may be, which shall also be certified 
by the chain carriers, if to be found in the republic, and if not, 
by at least two respectable witnesses. 

Suc. 12, Be it further enacted, &c. That the seere- 
tary of war shall, immediately from and after the passage of this 
act, issue to all persons entitled to bounty lands for military ser- 
vices in this republic, a certificate or certificates of the same, 
and shall keep a record in his office of all such certificates so is- 
sued by him, upon the applicant having an honorable discharge, 
signed by the commanding officer of the company to which he 
was attached, and countersigned with certificates of at least 
one field officer or commandant of a post. 

Sco. 13. Be i further enacted, Gc. That it shall be the 
duty of the surveyor-general of each land district io appoint 
not less than six deputy surveyors in his land -district, and as 
many more as he may deem necessary, and shall assign io each 
deputy a certain portion of territory, in which no other survey- 
or ghall be allowed to survey. 

Sree l4. Be d further enacted, &c., That each deputy- 
sürveyor shall, before entering on the duties of office, give a 
bond payable to the president of the republic of Texas, and bio » 
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Qtececsots in office in the penal cum often thousand dollaro, with 
at least two securities, to be approved of by the surveyor-gene 
ral, conditioned for the faithful performance of the dutics of his 


office. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker cf the House of Rc presentativco. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senato, 
Vetoed by the president, and pacsed by a constitutional 
majority of the house of representatives, June 8, 1837. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Vetosd by the president, and passed by a constitutional ma 
jority of the senate. June 12, 1827. l 
JESSE GRIMES, | 
President pro tem. of the Sonate | 


— 


AN ACT 


Supplementary to an act, entitled ** ax, act supplementary to aia ed 
establishing a General Lend Ofice in the republic of 
Teus, passed Dee. 22nd, 1836.” 

Be d£ enacted, by the Senate and house of representatises of the 
vopublic of Texas, in congress assembled, That it shall be the duty 
of the commissioner of the general land office, under the it 
structions ofthe president, to cause so much of the vacant lends 
of the republic to be surveyed and sectionized, in tracts of dz 
hundred and forty, and three hundred and twenty acres each 
as will be sufficient to satisfy all claims against the government 
for scrip sold, soldiers’ claims, end head rights, so soon as the 
siz months priority shall have expired after the opening of the | 


general land office. 
Bo Te ARCHER, 


Spealcr of the House af Hepreseptaticcs 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President nro terre of the Sonate. 


&oproved, Junc 19, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


i 
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AN ACT 


Authorising the President to call out the Militias 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of there- 
public of Texas, in congress assembled, That the president be and 
he is hereby authorized io order out forthwith such a portion 
of the militia as he may think proper for the better protection 


of the frontier. 
i B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
di JESSE GRIMES, 


President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To Dispose of Galveston and other Islands of the Republic of 
Texas. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
eepublic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the secretary 
of the treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and required to 
cause the Island of Galveston except the league and labor soid 
to M. B. Menard and associates, and all other Islands within 
this republic to be surveyed in lots not less than ten nor exceed- 
' ing forty acres each, and that he cause the same to be sold at 
auction to the highest bidder, on the second Monday of No- 
vember next at the state house in the city of Houston, the pro- 
ceeds of the sale to be paid in specie or the notes of current 
and specie paying banks, in the following manner, to wit: 
one fourth part thereof to be paid down, and the other three- 
fourth to be in three equal instalments of three, six and nine 
months. i 

Suc. 9. Be dt further enacted, That all persons, aliens not 
excepted, shall have the privilege of purchasing and holding the 
same, and the president is authorized to issue patents to them 
accordingly., : 

Sco. 3. Beit further enacted, That the proceeds of the 
; tales of all "n Islands as may bo sold by virtue of this act, 
; 4 


shall be applied as follows, to wit: one half to be applied tg 
the purchase of arms, munitions of war, clothing and pay for 
the army, one fourth for the navy, and one fourth sball be paid 
into the treasury of the republic to be paid out only for the re. 
demption of the promissory notes of the government contem. 
plated to be issued by a law previously passed by this congress, 

Suc 1. Beit further enacted, That the the secretary of 
treasury shall cause the aforesaid sale to be published for three 
months previous to the day of sale in New Orleans, Mobile, 
Charleston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Nash 
ville and Louisville, Ky», papers. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the secretary of the 
treasury be authorized to pay the expenses of surveying, ad. 
vertising and sale, out of the first money received from the sales 
aforesaid. ] 

Src. 6. Be it further. enacted, That if any persons who 
shall purchase any of the aforesaid lots or lands, shall fail to 
make payment of the several instalments in conformity with this 
act, he or they shall forfeit all such sums as they may have pre 
viously paid, and the lots and lands purchased by such defaulter 
shall revert to the government of this republic. 

B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the house of representatives, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 
Concerning Jajor General Thomas Jefferson Chambers. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of th 
vepublic of Tewas, in Congress assembled, That the thanks of cow 
gress be tendered to General Chambers for the zeal and ability 
with which he has defended and sustained the cause of Tess 
and the efficient manner in which he has discharged the duties 
imposed upon him by his commission, in sending to her aid men, 
arms and supplies by a sacrifice of his private fortune. 

9nd. Resolved, That the auditoriel department be author 
ised and required to settle with Major General Thmas Jefíce 
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son Chambers, and that the president be authorised to rcnder 
justice in the fullest manner in all matters and things touching 
the commission conferred upon him by the provisional g vern- 
ment of Texas and his operations under that commission. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Exmploying extra Clerks in the Auditors Office. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the re- 
public of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor of public 
accounts be, and he is hereby authorized to employ as many 
clerks as he may think necessary, for one month. 

B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, June 12, 1837. 


——— MÀ 


3 
JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the benefit of Texian Prisoners taken by the Mexicans. 


Resolved, by the Senaie and House of Representatizes of 
the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president be 
and he is hereby authorised and empowered to send a flag of 
truce to Matamoras or any othér port of Mexico for the pur- 
pose of effecting an exchange of prisoners; and that he take all 
other means that he may deem expedient to procure the release 
of all citizens of Texas, the crew and other prisoners taken on 
board the Independence and Julius Cesar and any other per- 


oe may be prisoners there connected with this governe 
ment. 
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Seco 2. Resolved, That the president be and he is hereby 
authorised to draw upon the secretary of the treasury for such 
an amount of moncy as may be necessary to carry the foregoing 


resolution into effect. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the vlicf of J. H. Harry. 


R solved 5i the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
oublie f exc. in congress assembled, That the auditor be and he 
is her. vy authorized and required to take up the drafts issued 
on the treasury in favor of John H. Harry, and issue new ones, 
drowing interé at the rate of ten per cent. from the first of 


S. p omber lat 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT SE. 
nstuolishing the County of Houston. 


Be ii enacted, by the Senate and house of vefresentalioos of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That all that portion of 
the county of Nacogdoches within the following limits, to wit: 
Beginning on the east bank of Trinity river, at a point two 
leagues above the mouth of Kickapoo creek, from thence in a 
north easterly direction to the Neches at the mouth of Big Pine 
creek; thence up the Neches to the thirty-second degree of 
north latitude; thence due west to the Trinity river; thence 
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down the said river to the place of beginning, form a county to 
be called and known by the name of Houston county. 

Suc. 9. Be it further enacted, ‘That the citizens of said coun- 
ty be, and are hereby authorised and required to elcct seven 
commissioners, who, (a majority of them concurring.) shall se- 
lect a site for the seat of justice of said county. 

Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That the president be, and he 
is hereby authorized to order an election for one representative, 
and all the officers of the county to take place on the first Mon- 
day of September next and also to appoint commissioners to 


hold said election. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 


President pro tem. of ihe Senate. 


Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To axthorizethe President to appoint a Commissioner to run the Bounda- 
ry line between the United States of America, and the 
Republic of Texas. 


Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatiocs of the 
repcblic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the president be 
and he is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint a com- 
missioner, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, to 
unite with such commissioner as may be appointed by the Unit- 
ed States of America, to run and mark the boundary line be- 
tween the two governments, from latitude thirty-second degree 
north on the Sabine river, to the Rio Roxo on the Red Rives, 
agreeable to the treaty made and entered into, between the said 
United Statesand Spain, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and nineteen. N 

Soo. 9, And be è further enacted, That there shall be paid to 
sail commissioner out of any monies in the treasury, not other 
wieo appropriated, the sum of fifty dollars per diem, from the 

, Wem 20 may reach the point of departure on the Sabine river, 
. untl the sald line be completed; which per diem, pay shell in- 
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clude all incumbent expenses; Provided always that the whole 
expenses of running said line, shall not exceed the sum of three 
thousand dollars. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, June 12, 1837. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


g 


AN ACT 
For the velief of Ministers of the Gospel. 


Be it enacte l, by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 
ihe republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That from and af | 
ter the passage of this act, all ordained ministers of the gospel | 
shall be, and are hereby exempt from military duty. 

^o B. T. ARCHER, ' 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Sengle 
Approved, June 12, 1837. 


| 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


Supplementary to the several Acts organizing the respectice Counties of 
this Republie. 

Whereas, many counties in this republic were not organize | 
ed uor elections held for county officers at the time prescribe! 
hy law from causes over which they had no control. “Wherefore, 

Sec. 1. Be tt enacted, by the senate and house of vcorcoosto 
tives of the republic of Tewas in congress assembled, "ot the 
chief justices of all such counties shall have full power ond ot 
thority to give notice and hold elections in said coumtica, at cach 
time as they may deem proper, for the elections of all county 
officers at such precincts as elections are now held for toil 
counties,-and in the same manner as is prescribed by lowe Said 
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chief justice giving at least twenty days notice of the time 
and places of holding said elections at five or more of the most 
public places in their respective counties, and the elections 
and organization of the several counties aforesaid, in manner 
and form aforesaid, according to the constitution and laws, shall 
be as legal and valid as if the said election had been held and 
organization had at that time prescribed in the above recit- 
ed acts, 

Suc, 9. And be d further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the elections in and for the county of Mina, held on the 
eight day of April last, and the organization of seid county, to- 
gether with all the adjudications, acts and proceedings of the 
officers of said county, are hereby declared to be as legal and 
valid, o all intents and purposes, as if said elections and organ- 
ization had been held at the time prescribed by the above re- 
cited acts, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

B. T, ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 

Approved, June 12, 1837, . 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


To authorize Justices of County Courts to aci as Judges of Probate 
and Notaries Public in certain cases 


Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, ‘That in cases in which 
the chief justices of the county courts may be interested, and in 
im case of the absence or inability of the chief justices to act, 
the associate justices of the county court shall be authorized 
to act as judges of probate; and cither of the said associate 
justices may act as notary public in such cases and during such 


B.e T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Reavesentatives. 

JESSE CRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Serate. 
Approved, June 19, 1837. i . 
2 SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


For the better protection of the northern frontier. 


Sze. l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That a corps 
of mcunted gun men, consisting of six hundred mounted men, 
rank and file, shall be raised by voluntary enlistment, for a term 
of six months, dating from the time of rendezvous, and officered 
in the following manner, viz: one colonel, one lieutenant colo- 
nel one major, ten captains, ten first and second lieutenants; 
all of whom shall be appointed by the president, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. 

Spo. 2. Be it further enacted, ‘That each officer and pri- 
vate shall furnish himself with a substantial horse, well shed all 
round, and extra shoeing nails, a good gun, two hundred rounds 
of ammunition, and all other necessary equipment, provisions, 
&c., except beef. 

Sece 3. Be dt further enacted, That the officers shail re- 
ceive the same pay ns'io fixed in the corresponding rank in the 
ranging service; and the privates twenty-five dollars per month, 
and officers and men o bounty of land of six hundred and forty 
acres each. 

Soc. 4. Be it further enacted, That when spoils are taken 
from the enemy, the commanding officer shall have the same 
divided equally amongst the officers and men. 

Suc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the corps shal} be di- 
vided into three divisions, tù rendezvous at such times and pla- 
ces as may be directed by the president. 

Suo. 6 Be it further enacted, That a quarter master 
appointed by the president, shall attend cack division, whose 
duty it shall be to purchase beef at the expense of the governe 
ment for the supply of said troops. 


Suc. 7. Be it further enacted, That cach six men shah- 


furmisn themselves with a pack-horse. 

Src. 8 Be d further enacted, That, if practicable, 
there shall be attatched to each division one company of spies, 
composed of Shawnees, Cherokees, Delawares, or of other 
friendly Indians, who shall be supplied with provisions, and shall 
receive suck pay as may be agreed upon between them and the 
president, which shall be paid in goods. l 

Suo. €. De & further enacted, That when any ofücor or 
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soldier shall disobey orders, or shall behave in an ungentleman: 
ly or unsoldierlike manner, if an officer, the president shall have 
the power to discharge him dishonorably, and report the same 
to the senate; and if a non-commissioned oflicer or private, in 
like manner to give him a dishonorable discharge; and in all 
cases of dishonorable dismissal the individual shall forfeit all 
right to pay and bounty land; and it shall be the duty of the 
president, in éonformity with the provisions of this section, to 
discharge all officers and soldiers in the service who disobey 
orders. 

Sec. 10. Be tt further enacted, That the president 
shall have the power to appoint an inspector, or inspectors, 
whose duty it shall be to report all delinquents to the president, 
who on such information shall exercise the powers of dismissal 
embraced in the preceding section. 

Sec. ll. Be it further enacted, That the president shall 
have the power of discharging them at an earlier period than 
six months, if he should deem it expedient. 

B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senato; 

Approved, June 12, 1837. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


A RESOLUTION 


Regulating the Meeting of Congress. 

Resolved, by theSenate and House of Representatives of ike 
Republic of Tezas, in Congress assembled, That after the close 
ofthe present session of congress, congress shall meet annually 
on the first Monday in November, until otherwise ordered by 


law. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Scrate. 
Approved, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


For the Relief of the Hon. B. C. Franklin. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Ripresentatives of the 
Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That B. C. Frank. 
lin be, and he is hereby allowed, as judge of the district of 
Brazos, the same pay and compensation as is fixed by law for a 


district judge. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
Approv d, 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
In regard to the payment of District Judges. 


Resolved, by th: sc nate and house of representatives of the re- 
publie ef Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor of public 
aecounts be, and he is hereby directed to audit, and issue his 
drafts on the treasury quarterly, for the payment of the sala- 
ries of the district judges, in the same manner as is prescribed 
by law forthe payment of the salary of the chief justice of 


this republic. 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JESSE GRIMES, 
President pro tem. of the senate. 


Approved, June 13, 1837. 
i SAM. HOUSTON. 
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